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PREFACE.

BlSHOP NEWTON, in his Edition of Pa
radise Lost, with notes of various authors,

observes,
" that throughout the whole, the

" Author appears to have been a most criti-
1

cal reader, and a most passionate admirer
" of Holy Scripture. He is indebted to
'

Scripture infinitely more than to Homer
<f and Virgil, and all other books whatever.
" Not only his~ principal Fable, but all his
'

Episodes, are founded upon Scripture. The
"

Scripture liath not only furnished him with
"

.the noblest hints, raised his thoughts, and
*

fired his imagination, but hath also very
1 much enriched his language, given a certain

'*

solemnity and majesty to his diction, and
"

supplied him with many of his choicest,
"

happiest expressions."

This just observation gave occasion to the

present edition, in which many texts are ad
ded to those quoted by the Bishop ; and persons
well versed in the Scriptures will, doubtless,
be able to add more.



PREFACE.

Paradise Lost is admired by all judges of

fine writing. Poets, historians, wits, phi

losophers, divines, all agree in acknow

ledging its excellence. But in their remarks

they discover great variety of sentiment.

What is most esteemed by some, is by others

thought flat and insipid: on the other hand,

the passages most extolled by the latter, seem

to the former chiefly valuable, as they serve

to connect the grander parts of the work.

In most instances the cause of this diversity
of taste is easily explained.

Many of the criticisms in Bishop Newton's

Edition, though very curious and entertain

ing, are foreign to the design of the present

Edition, which is to shew this only, that Pa

radise Lost owes its chief excellence to the

Holy Scriptures;
..

The few remarks made by the Editor are in B. I. Ver 17, 680,

B. III. Ver. 411. B, VI. Ver. 568, B; XI, Ver. 8.



ADVERTISEMENT.

TO THE

THIRD EDITION.

ANOTHER impression being demanded/
it is hoped the few texts of Scripture, 'now

added, will not be unacceptable. The Edi

tor is happy to think, the reader will recol

lect more. And as Milton owns he did not

sometimes forget the celebrated heathen poets,

it was thought an improvement of this Edi

tion, to point to such passages as seem to

have been in his mind, when he composed
Paradise Lost. They are therefore selected

from Bishop Newton's notes, and placed at

the end of each book.

*Tanuary I, 1804,
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THIi

LIFE
OF

MR. JOHN MILTON.

I1 ROM a family,, and town of his name in Ox

fordshire,, our Author derived his descent; but

lie was born at London in the year 1608. The

Publisher of his works in prose (on whose vera

city some part of this narrative must entirely de

pend) dates his birth two years earlier than this;

but contradicting himself afterwards in his own

computation, I reduce it to the time that Mon
sieur Bciylc hath assigned; and for the same rea

son which prevailed with him to assign it. His

father, John Milton, by profession a scrivener,

lived in a reputable manner on a competent estate,

entirely his own acquisition; having been early
disinherited by his parents for renouncing the

communion of the Church ofRome, to which they
were zealously devoted. By his wife Sarah Caston

lie had likewise one daughter, named Anna; and
another son, Christopher, whom he trained to the

practice of the common law
; who, in the civil

wars, adhered to the royal cause : and in the reign
of King James II. by too easy a compliance with

the doctrines of the court, both religious and

civil, he attained to the dignity of being made a

a



x THE LIFE OF

Judge of the Common Pleas; of which he died

divested not long after the Revolution.

But John, the subject of the present essay, was

the favourite of his father's hopes ; who to cultivate

the great genius which early displayed itself, was at

the expence of a domestic tutor: whose care and

capacity his pupil hath gratefully celebrated in an

excellent Latin elegy. At his ini

tiation he is said to have applied

himself to letters with such indefatigable industry,

that he rarely was prevailed with to quit his studies

before midnight : which not only made him fre

quently subject to severe pains in his head
; but

likewise occasioned that weakness in his eyes,

which terminated in a total privation of sight.

From a domestic education he was removed te

St. Paul's school, to complete his acquaintance

with, the classics under the care ofDr. Gill: and after

a short stay there, was transplanted to Christ-

_, college in Cambridge/where lie dis

tinguished himself in all kinds of

academical exercises. -Of this society he con

tinued a member until he commenced Master of

Arts ;
and then leaving the University, he returned

to his father
; who had quitted the town, and lived

o at Horton, in Buckinghamshire,;
,o. . .

.where he pursued his studies with

unparalleled assiduity and success.

After some years spent in this studious retire

ment, his mother died: and then he prevailed
with his father to gratify an inclination he had

long eiUerlaiued of seeing foreign countries. Sk
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Henry Wotton, at that time Pro- ^
vostof Eton College,' gave him a

a letter of advice for the direction of his travels:

"but by not observing
* an excellent maxim in it,

he incurred great danger by disputing against the

superstition of the Church of Rome, within the

verge of the Vatican. Having employed his

curiosity about
*f-
two years in France and Italy,

on the news of a civil war breaking out in Eng
land, he returned

;
without -

taking a survey of

Greece and Sicily, as at his setting out the scheme

was projected. J At 'Paris the Lord Viscount

Scudamore, Ambassador from King Charles I.

at the Court of France, introduced him to the

acquaintance of Grotius
;
who at that time was

honoured with the same character thereby Chris

tina Queen of Sweden. In Rome, Genoa, Florence,
and other cities of Italy, he contracted a familiarity
with those who were of the highest reputation for

wit and learning: several of whom gave him very

obliging testimonies of their friendship and esteem,

which are printed before his Latin poems. The first

ofthem was written by Manso, Marquis of Villa, a

great patron of Tasso, by whom he is celebrated

in his poem on the Conquest of Jerusalem. It

* I pension stretti, ed il viso sciolto.

t Et jam bis viridi surgcbat culmus arista

Et totidem rlavas numerabant horrea messes, -

Ncc diuu aderat Tlivrsis : pastorcm scilicet ilium

Dulcis amor 3Iusaj Tliusca reliucbat in urbe.

Epitaph. Dana,
$ Defensio Secunda. Pag. 96, fol.

Fra Cavalier 'magnanimij c cortesi.,

Kcspleude il Maiuso, Lib. 20. <r
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i.s -highly probable that to his conversation with

-this noble Neapolitan we owe the first design

which MILTON conceived of writing an Epic

oem; and it appears by some Latin verses ad

dressed to the Marquis with the title' of Mansns,
that he intended to fix on King Arthur for his

hero : hut Arthur was reserved to another destiny.

Returning from his travels he feund England on

A /Ft f <*o thepointof being involved in hlood

and confusion. It seems -wonder

ful that one of so warm and daring a spirit as his

certainly was, should be restrained from the camp
in those unnatural commotions. I suppose we may
impute it; wholly to the great deference he paid to

paternal authority, that he retired to lodgings pro
vided for him in the city : which being commodi

ous for the reception of his sister's sons, and some

other young gentlemen, he undertook their edu

cation : and is said to have formed them on the

same plan which he afterwards published, in a

short tractate inscribed to his friend MT. Hartlib.

In this philosophical course he continued with-

A zrrf* o" out a wife lo the year 1643; when
<tin. /Jitat. jo. .

*

he married Mary the daughter of

Kichard Powell, of Forest-hill, in Oxfordshire : a

gentleman of estate and reputation in that county,
and of principles so very opposite tohis son-in-law,
that the marriage is more to be wondered at, than

the separation which ensued, in little more than a

inrntb after she had cohabited with him in London.

Her desertion provoked him both to write several
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treatises concerning the doctrine and discipline of

divorce; and also to make his addresses to a

young lady of groat wit and beauty : .but before he

had engaged her affections to conclude the marriage

treaty, in.a visit at one -of his relations, he found

his wife prostrate before him, imploring forgive

ness and reconciliation. It is not to.be doubted

but an interview of that nature, so little expected,
must wonderfully affect him : mid perhaps the im

pressions it made on his imagination contributed

much to the painting, of that pathetic scene in*

PARADISE LOST, in which Eve addresseth herself

to Adam for pardon and peace. A t the intercession

of his friends, who were present, after a short re

luctance, he generously sacrificed all his resent

ment to her. tears*.

Soon his heart relented

Towardsher, his life so late, and sole delight :.

Now, at his feet submissive in distress !

And after, this re-union, so far was he from re*

taining an unkind memory of the provocations
which he had received from her ill conduct, that

when the King's cause was entirely oppressed, and
her father who had been active in his lo\ aity, was

exposed to sequestration, MILTON received both
him and his family to protection, and free enter

tainment in his own.house/till their affairs were ac

commodated by his interest in the victorious party.

* Book X. ver. 909,
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. rr-,. For he was now thrown famous byAn. JEtat. 41. , . ,
'

his polemical writings of various

kinds, and held in great favour and esteem by those

who had power to dispose of all preferments in

the State. Tis in vain to dissemble, and far be it

from me to defend, his engaging with a party com
bined in the destruction of our Church and Mo
narchy. Yet, leaving the justification of a mis-

guided sincerity to be debated in the schools, may
I presume to observe in his favour, that his zeal,

distempered and furious as it was, does not appear
to have been inspirited by self-interested views?

For it is affirmed, that though he lived always in a

frugal retirement, and before his death had disposed
of his library (which we may suppose to have been

a valuable collection) he left no more than fifteen

hundred pounds behind him for the support of his

family : and whoever considers the posts to which

lie was advanced, and the times in which lie enjoyed

them, will, I believe, confess he might have accu

mulated a much more plentiful fortune : in a dis

passionate mind it will not require any extraordi

nary measure of candour to conclude, that though
he abode in the heritage of oppressors, and the

spoils of his country lay at his feet, neither his con

science nor his honour could stoop to gather them.

A
A Commission to constitute him

at * 42 '

Adjutant-General to Sir William

Waller was promised ;
but soon superseded by

Waller's being laid aside, when hisvnasters thought
it proper to new-model their army. However, the

keenness ofhis pen had so eifectuaily recommended
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liim to Cromwell's esteem, that when he took the

rrins ofgovcrmaentinto hisown hand, he advanced

him to be Latin Secretary, both to himself and the

Parliament: the former of these preferments he

enjoyed both under Cromwell and his son
;

the

other 'till King Charles II. was restored. For some

time he had an apartment for his family in White

hall
;
but his health requiring a freer accession of

air, he was obliged to remove from thence to

lodgings which opened into St. James's Park. Not

long after his settlement there, his wife died in

child-bed : and much about the time of her death,

a Gutta Serena, which had for several years been,

gradually increasing, totally extinguished his siglit.

In this melancholic condition he was easily pre
vailed with to think of taking another wife; who
was Catharine the daughter of Captain Woodcock,
of Hackney : and she too, in less than a year after

their marriage, died in the same unfortunate man
ner as the former had done ; awl in his twenty-
third sonnet he does honour to her memory.
These private calamities were much .

,

heightened by the different figure he
at>52;

was likely to make in the new scene ofaffairs,which
was going to be acted in the State. For all things
now conspiring to promote the King's Restoration,
lie was too conscious of his own activity during the

Usurpation,.to expect any favour from the Crown
;

and therefore he prudently absconded 'till the Act
of Oblivion was published ; by which he was only
rendered incapable^of bearing any oiEce in the

a 4
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nation. Many had a very just esteem of his ad

mirable parts and learning, who detested his prin

ciples ; hy whose intercession his pardon passed
the teils.

Having thus gained a full protection from the

Government, he appeared as much in public as he

formerly used to do; and employing his friend Dr.

Pa-get to make choice of a third consort
;
on hi*

recommendation he married Elizabeth the daugh
ter -of Mr. Minshul, a Cheshire gentleman, by
whom he had no issue. Three daughters by his

first wife were then living ;
the two elder of whom

are said to have been very serviceable to him in

"his studies. For, having been instructed to pro
nounce not only the Modern, but also the Latin,

Greek, and Hebrew languages, they read in then:

respective originals whatever Authors he wanted
to consult; though they understood none but their

mother-tongue. This employment, however, was
too unpleasant to be continued for any long process
of time; and therefore he dismissed them to re

ceive an education more agreeable to their sex

and temper.
We come now to take a survey of him in thr<t

point of view, in which he will be looked o-n by all

succeeding ages with equal delight and ad miration..

An interval ofabove twenty years had elapsed since

#0 he wrote the Mask or'*Conius>

An. jEt.
" *

L?

Allegro, 11 Penseroso, andt Ly-

cidas; all in such an exquisite strain,

that though he left no other monuments of his

genius behind Kim, hi* name had been immortal.
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But, neither the infirmities of age and constitution,

nor the vicissitudes offortune, could depress the vi

gour ofhis minder divert it from executing a design
he had* long conceived of writing an heroic poem.
The Fall of Man was- a subject which he had some

years before-fixed on for a tragedy,- which he in

tended to form by the models o antiquity : and

some} not without probability, say the play opened
with that Speech in the fourth book of PARADISE

LOST, ver. 32,,which is addressed by Satan to the

Sun* Were it material, I believe I could produce
other passages which more plainly appear to have

been origin-ally intended for the scene. But what*

ever truth there may. he in this report,, 'tis certain

that he did not begin to mould. his subject in the

form it bears now, before he had concluded his

controversy with Salmasius and More, when he had

wholly lost the use of his eyes, and was forced to

employ in the office of an Amanuensis any friend

who accidentally paid liirn a visit. Yet, under all

these discouragements and various .

cr ^ A
interruptions,, in. the t year looQ
he published his- PARADISE LOST, the noblest

Poem, ne x t to those ofHomer and Virgil, that ever

the wit of man produced in any age or nation.,

ISeed I mention any other evidence of its inestima

ble worth, than that the finest Genius's who have
succeeded him have ever esteemed it a. merit to

* Par. Lost. b. IX. ver. 26'

t Milton's contract with his bookseller, S. Simmons,, for til*;

copy, bears date April 27, 1667.

a. 5'
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relish and illustrate its beauties ? Whilst the Critic

who gazed with so much wanton malice, on the

nakedness of Shakespear when he slept, after

having* formally declared war against it, wanted

Courage tomake his attack
;
flushed though he was

with his conquests over Julius Caesar and the

Moor : which insolence his Muse, like the other

assassins of Caesar
-f- severely revenged on herself;

and not long after her triumph, became her own
executioner. Nor is it unworthy our observation,

that though, perhaps, no one of our English Poets

hath excited so many admirers to imitate his

manner, yet I think never any was known to aspire

to emulation : even the late ingenious Mr. Philips,

who, in the colours of style, came the nearest of all

the copiers to resemble the great original, made his

distant advances with a filial reverence; and re

strained his ambition within the same bounds

which Lucretius prescribed to his own imitation.

'Non ita certandi cupidus, quam propter amorem

Quod TE imitari aveo : quid enim contendat

hirundo

And now perhaps it may pass for fiction, what
with great veracity I affirm to be a fact, that MIL
TON, after having with much difficulty prevailed to

have this divine poem licensed for the press, could

* The Tragedies of the last age considered; p. 143

t Vide EJJGAR,
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sell the copy for no more than fifteen pounds :

the payment of which valuable Consideration de

pended on the sale of three numerous impressions.

So unreasonably may personal prejudice affect the

most excellent performances !

About* two years after, together
. ,

J
, An. JEtat. 03-

with SAMSON AGONISTES (a tra

gedy not unworthy the Grecian stage when Athens

was in her glory) he published PARADISE RE
GAINED. But, Oh ! what a falling-off was there !

Of which I will say no more, than that there

is scarcely a more remarkable instance of the

frailty of human reason, than our Author gave in

preferring this poem to PARADISE LOST; nor a.

more instructive caution to the best writers, to be

very diffident in deciding the merit of their own.

productions.

And thus having attended him to -the sixty-sixth

year of his age, as closely as such imperfect lights
as men -of letters and retirement usually leave to

guide our inquiry, would allow ;
it now only re

mains to be recorded, that in the -

year l6?4 the gout put a period
Al*' ^taL 6

~f'

to his life at Bunhill, near London ; from whence
his body was conveyed to St. Giles's church by
Cripplegate, where it lies interred in the chancel

;

but neither has, nor wants, a monument, to per
petuate his memory.

In his youth he is said to have been extremely

*
They were licensed July 2, '1670, but not printed before the

year ensuing.



xx THE LIFE OF

handsome : the colour ofhis hair was aliglitbrowrr:.

the symmetry of his features exact
;
enlivened with

#n agreeable air, and a beautiful mixture oi fair and

ruddy; which occasioned the Marquis of Villa to

give his *
Epigram the same turn of thought,

which Gregory, Arch-Deacon of Rome, had em

ployed above a thousand years before, in praisiivg

the amiable complexions of some English youths,
before their conversion to Christianity. His sta

ture (f as we find it measured by himself)' did not

exceed the middle-size; neither too lean, nor cor

pulent : his limbs well proportioned-, nervous, and

active ; serviceable in all respects to his- exercising
the sword, in which he much delighted ;

and wanted

neither skill nor courage to resent an affront from

men of the most athletic constitutions. In his diet

he was abstemious
;
not delicate in the choice of"

his dishes
;
and strong liquors of all kinds were his,

aversion. Being too sadly convinced how much his

health had suffered by night-studies in his younger

years, he used to go early (seldom later than nine)

to rest ;
and rose commonly before five in the

morning. It is reported, (and- there- is a passage
in one of his Latin Elegies to countenance the

tradition) that his fancy made the happiest flights

in the spring: butone ofhis nephews used to deli-

Ter it qs MILTON'S own observation, thafhis in-

* lit rnens, forma, decor, facies, mos, si pietas sic,

Non Anglus, vcriuu hercie Angelas ipse fores,

1 Defcnsio secunUa,, p, 87, fol.

"
. .'
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ventibn was in its highest perfection from Sep
tember to the Vernal Equinox : however it was^
the great inequalities- to be found in his compo
sures, are incontestable proofs, that ia some sea

sons he was but one of the people.. When blind

ness restrained him from other exercises, he had

a machine to swing in, for the preservation of his

health
;
and diverted himself in his chamber with

playing on an organ. His deportment was erect

epen, affable
;

his conversation easy, cheerful^,

instructive ;
his wit on all occasions at com

mand, facetious, grave, or satirical, as the subject

required. His judgment, when disengaged from

leligious and political speculations, was just and

penetrating ; his apprehension quick ; his memory^
tenacious of what he read

;.
his reading only not

so extensive as his genius, for that was universal..

And having treasured up such immense stores of

science, perhaps the faculties of his soul grew
more vigorous after he was deprived of his sight;
and his imagination (naturally sublime, and en

larged by reading romances*, of which he was

much enamoured in his youth) when it was wholly

abstracted from, material -objects,, was more at

liberty to make such amazing excursions into the

ideal world, when in composing his divine work
be was tempted to range

Beyond the visible diurnal sphere.

* His Apology for Smectymnus, p. 177, fol<



xxii THE LIFE, &e.

With so many accomplishments, not to have had

some faults and misfortunes, to he laid in the

halance with the fame and felicity of writing
PARADISE LOST, would have been too great a

portion for humanity..
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1 HE works >of inferior: Genius's have their in

fancy, and often receive additions of strength and

beauty, in the several impressions they undergo
whilst their authors live : but the following poem,
came into the wocld,. like the persons whom it

celebrates, in a state of maturity. However,,

though, hi the first edition it was disposed into,

ten books only, ,

MILTON thought proper in the

'second: to make a new division of it into twelve:

not, I suppose, with respect to the JEneis -(for. he

was, in both- senses of the phrase, above imita

tion) but more probably because the length of

the seventh and tenth required a.pause in the-

narration, he divided them, each into two; on,

which distribution,, to the beginning of those

books which are now the eighth and twelfth, he

added the following verses, which were necessary
to make a connection..

Book VIII. ver. h

The angel ended, and in Adam's ear

So charming left bis voice, that he awhile
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Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to*

h ;

Then as new-wak'd thus gratefully reply'd.

The latter half of the verse was taken from this-ira

the first edition.

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd,.

Book XII. ver. 1.

As one who in his journey baits at noon,

Though bent on speed; so here th' Arch-ang$I

paus'd

Betwixt the world destroyed and world restored;

If Adam ought perhaps might interpose :

Then,with transition sweet,new speech resumes.

At the same time the Author made some few ad

ditions in other places of the poem, which are here

inserted for the satisfaction of the curious.

Book V. ver. 637..

They eat, they drink, and with refection sweet

Are fill'd, before the all-bounteous King, 8cc;

were thus enlarged hi tne second edition

They eat, they drink, and in communion sw.eet

Quaff immortality and joy, (secure
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Of surfeit., where full measure only

Excess,) before th' all-bounteous King, Sec.

Book IX. ver. 484. after,

Intestine stone 5 and ulcer,, cholic-pangs,

these three verses were added,

Dannoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy,
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy^

Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence*

And ver. 551, of the same book (which was ori

ginally thus,

Of rendering up. Michael to him reply 'd)

received this addition,

Of rendering up, ancLpatiently attend

My dissolution Michael reply*d.

To what I have said in the Life, of our Author's

having no monument, it may not be improper to

add, that I desired a friend to enquire atSt. Giles's

church, where the sexton shewed him a small

monument, which he said was supposed to be

MILTON'S;, but the inscription had never been

legible since he was employed in that office, which

he has. possessed about forty years. This, sure,,

could never have happened in. so short a space o
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time, unless the epitaph had been industriously
erased: and that supposition carries with it so

much inhumanity, that 1 think we ought to be

lieve it was not erected to his memory.



IN

PARADISUM AMISSAM

SUMMI POETJfi

JOANN IS MILTONI,

l Icgis
. Amissam Paradism>.grandia irmgui

Cannina Miltoni, quid nisi cunctn legis?

Res cunctas, 8c cunctartun prhnordia rerura,,

Et fata, 8c fines eon tinel iste liber.

Intima pancfunturrnagni penetralia mundi,
Scribitur 8c toto quicquid in orbe latet: ,

Terra3que, tractusque maris^ ccelumque profun-

dum,

Sulphurcusque Erebi, flammivomusque'specus,

Qua^quecoluntterras^pontumque^Tartaracseca.,

Quaeque colunt sumnii lucida regna poli:

Et quodcunque ullis conclusum est flnibus usquam^
Et sine fine Chaos, & sine fine Deus:

Et sine fine magis, si quid mngis est sine fine,

In Christo erga homines conciliatus amor,

Hocc quisperaret quis, crederet esse futiira?

Et tamen haac hodie terra Britanna legit.

O quantos. in bella duces ! qua? protulit arma!

Qua3 can it, & quanta prselia dira tuba [

Cciilestes acies ! atque in certamine coeluin !

Et qua} coelestes pugna deceret agros !
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Quantas in rcfberiis tojtfit se Lucifer armis!

Atque ipso graditnr vix Michaele-miner !

Quantis, & qiiatn funestis concurritur iris,

Dum ferns hie Stellas protegit, iile rapit !

.Dum vulsos monies ecu tela reciprocatorqucnt,.,
Et noil mortaU desupcr igne pdnunt:

Stat dubius cui se parti concedat Olympus,
Et metuit pu^na3 non superesse sana.

At simul in coelis Messiue insignia fulgentr
Et currus amines,, armacuie digna .Deo,

Horrendumque rota; strident, & sjjeva rotoruux

Erumpunt tor vis. f'ulgura luminibus,
Et flammse vibrant, 8c vera tonitrua rauco

Admistis flammis insonuere polo:
Excidit atlonitis mens omnis, & impetus omnis^
Et cassis dextris irrita tela cadunt ;

Ad poeiias fugiunt, 8c (ceu foret Orcus asylum [);

Infernis certant condere se tensbris.

Cedite Romani Scrip tores, cedite Graii,

Et quos faina recens vel celebravit anus.

quicunqueleget tantum cecinisse putabit
Myeoaidein raua^^Viiilium culices.,

S.IM.U EL BARROW, M D..



ON PARADISE LOST,

WlIEN I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold,

In slender book his vast design unfold ;

Messiah crown'd, God's rcconcrl'd decree,

Rebelling Angels, the forbidden tree,

Heav'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All ! the argument
Held me awhile misdoubting his -intent ;

That he would ruin (for I saw him s'trong)

The sacrell truths to fable, and old song ;

(So Sampson gro,p'd the temple's posts in. spite)

The world 6'erwhelming' to revenge "his sight.

Yet as I read, soon growing less severe,

1 lik'd his project, the success did fear-;

Thro that wide field how he his way should find.

O'er which larne faith leads understanding blind ;

Lest'he perplcx'd the things he would explain,
And what ws easy, he should render vain.
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Or, if a work so infinite he spannM,
Jealous I was that some less skilful hand

(Such as disquiet always what is well,

And by ill imitating would excel)

Might hence presume the .whole creation's day
To change in scenes, and shew it in a play.

Pardon me, mighty Poet, nor despise

My causeless, yet not impious, surmise.

But I am now convinced, and none will dare

Within thy labours to pretend a share.

Thou hast not miss'd one thought that could be fit,

And all that was improper dost omit :

So that no room is here for writers left,

But to detect their ignorance, or theft.

That majesty which thro' thy work doth reign,

Draws the devout, deterring the profane :

And things divine thou treat's t of in such state,

As them preserves, and thee inviolate.

At once delight and horror on us seise,

Thou sing'st with so much gravity and ease
;

And above human flight dost soar aloft,

"With plume so strong, so equal, and so soft !

The bird nani'd from that Paradise you sing
So never flags, but always keeps on wing.

Where couldst thou words of such a compass
find ?

Whence furnish such a vast expanse of mind?
Just Heav'n thee, like Tiresias, to requite,

Rewards with prophecy thy loss of sight.
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Well might'st thou scorn thy readers to allure

'With tinkling rhyme, of thy own sense secure;

While the Town-bays writes all the while and

spells,

And, like-a pack-horse, tires without his bells :

Their fancies like our bushy points appear,

The poets tag them, we for fashion wear.

I too transported by the mode commend,
And while I mean to praise thee must offend.

Thy verse .cre'ated like thy theme sublime,

$n number, weight,, and measure, needs not rhyme,

AN DB W MAEVE LL .



THE VERSE.

1 HE measure is English heroic verse without

rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek, and of Virgil
in Latin

; rhyme being no necessary adjunct, or

true ornament of poem or good verse,, in longer
works especially, but the invention of a barbarous

age, to set off wretched matter and" lame meter ;

graced indeed since by the use of some famous

modern poets, earned away by custom, but much
to their own vexation, hindrance, and constraint

to express many things otherwise and for the most

part worse than else they would have expressed
them. Not without cause therefore some, both

Italian and Spanish poets, of prime note, have

rejected rhyme, both in longer and shorter works,

as have also long since our best English tragedies,

as a thing of itself, to all judicious ears, trivial and

of no true musical delight; which consists only in

apt numbers, fit quantity of syllables, and the sense

variously drawn out from one verse into another,

not in the jingling sound of like endings, a fault

avoided by the learned Ancients both in poetry
and all good oratory. This neglect then of rhyme
so little is to be taken for a defect, though it may
seem so perhaps to vulgar readers, that it rather

is to be esteemed an example set, the first in

English, of ancient liberty recovered to heroic

poem, from the troublesome and modern bondage
of rhyming. ,
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THE ARGUMENT.

This jirst book proposes, first in brief, the whole sub

ject, manf
s disobedience, and the loss thereupon of

Paradise wherein he was placed : then touches the prime
cause of his fall, the serpent, or rather Satan in the

serpent ; U'ho revoltingfrom God, and drawing to his

.
^,

side many legions of Angels, wcisbif the command of God
drhcn out of Heaven with all his crew into the great

\ deep. Which action pass'd over, the Poem hastens into

the midst of things, presenting Satan with his Angels

now fallen into Hell, described here, not in the centre

(for Heaven and Earth may lye supposed as yet not

made, certainly not yet accurs'd) but in a place of utter

darkness, fitlicst called Chaos : Here Satan with his

Angels lying on the burning lake, thunder-struck and

astonish' d, after a certain space recovers, as from
confusion, calls up him who next in order and dignity

lay by him ; they confer of their miserable fall. Satan

awakens all his legions, who lay till then in the same

manner confounded : they rise, their numbers, array of

battle, their chief leaders named, according to the idols

known afterwards in Canaan, and the countries adjoin

ing. To these Satan directs his speech, comforts them

with hope yet of regaining Heaven, but tells them lastly

of a new world and new kind oj creature to be created,

according to an ancient prophecy or report in Heaven ;

for that Angels were long before this visible creation,

was the opinion of many ancient Fathers. Tofind out

the truth of this prophecy, and what to determine there

on, he refers to a full council. What his associates

thence attempt. Pandcemonium the palace of Satan

rises, suddenly built out of the deep : The infernal

fcers there sit in council. .



PARADISE LOST,

ILLUSTRATED WITH

TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE,

BOOK I.

F Man's first disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree,, whose mortal taste

Brought death into the world, and all our woe,
With loss of Eden, till one Greatei* Man
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat, 5

Sing heav'nly Muse
;
that on the secret top.

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire
That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed,

In the beginning how the heav'ns and earth

Rose out of Chaos : Or if Sion hill 10

Line 3. Rom. v iy. By one . . - -Exod. xix. 20 Jehovah,
man sin entered into the world, came down upon mount Sinai;
and death by sin. and called Moses up to the top

4. Horn. v. 19. As by one man's of the mount,
disobedience many were made 8. 1 Chron. xri. 1*5. O ye
sinners; so by the obedience of seed of Israel his servant, ye
one: shall many be made right- children of Jacob his chosen
t-ous. ones.

5. Luke,xxiii. 43. This Jay 9. Gen. i. 1,5. Inthebegjn-
shalt thou be with me iu para- ning God created the heaven-;

'disc. and the earth. And the earth
6. Numb; xi. 17. T will take was without form, and void;

of the spirit which is upon thee, and darkness was upon the face
and will put it upon them. of the deep.

7. Evful. iii. i. Moses kopt 10. Ps. ii, 6. Yet Ihavesetmj
the flock of Jethro his father- king upon my holy hilj of Siou.
iii-law/ and came to the moua- Ps, cxxxvii. 3.

tain of God, even to Iloreb. one of the. scngs of Si .u,

B 2



PARADISE LOST. Book I.

1,5

Delight tlice more, and Siloa's brook that flow'd

1'ast by die oracle of (iod
;

I thence

Invoke thy aid to my advent'rous song,
That with no middle flight intends to soar

Above tii* Aonian mount, while it pursues
Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme.
And chiefly thou, O Spirit ! that dost prefer

Before all temples th* upright heart and puye,
Instruct me, for thou know'st : Thou from the first

Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread,20
Dove-like sat'st brooding on the \ast abyss,
And mad'st it pregnant : What in me is dark,
] ihnnine ! what is low, raise and support !

That to the height of this great argument
J in ay assert eternal Providence, 25
And justify the ways of God to men.

11. Isa. viii. 6. The waters
of Siloaii that go softly.

17 LACK!. xxxv. SJ. Be?a-
lec! \v-ds filled wirh the Spirit of

(jod, in wi<d:>m, in understand

ing, and in knowledge, and in

ail nianner of workuiansliip.
18. Acts vii. 48. The most

IIijj,!] dxvelieth not in temples
UKtfie with hands.- 1 C'ur. lii. 16. Know ye
tt(/t tha* ye are the temple of
</od. and that th Spirit of God
dwclleth in you ?

'JO.Geu.l. 2.The Spiritof God
jnovi'd upon the ikce of the

.- Luke iii. 22. The Holy
Ghost descended iii a bodily
s'uipe li]\e a dove.

"2\. Aiilton studied (lie Scrip-
turos in the original laii.;u'r'.gc.
" At his f.Tsl rising," s;t

t
\ s liishop

Kewibn> '-'he Jia<i usujilly a chap-
"l.r read ro him out of die
+< He-brew Bible."

tfv. 1'v x\ iii. yB. The' Lord my
'l>odv*ilieniigLtcu my darkness.

Rom. viii. 26. The Spi
rit heipeth our iufirmities.

SS.EpJi. i.17, 18. That God
may give unto you the spirit of

wisdom, the eyes of your un

derstanding being enlightened.

Eph. iii. 16. That he
would grant you to he strength
ened with might by his Spirit.

26. Rom. iii. 4. That thou

nnghtest be justified in thy

sayings, and mighlest overcome
when thou art judged.

Ps. Ixxviii. 4. Shewing
to the generation to come, the

praises of Jehovah, and his

strength, and his wonderful
works that he hath done.

1? 26. Has not this de
vout prayer been heard ? Has
he not been enabled to " assert

"(tenthl Providenee,and justify
"the ways of God to men,"
v. ilh a spirit and judgment supe
rior to other authors, and
in a strain admired by infidels

themselves, for " solid thought,
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Say first, for heav'n hides nothing from thy view,

Nor the deep tract of hell,, say first what cause

Mov'd our grand parents, in that happy state

Favour'd of hcav'n so highly, to fall off 30

From' their Creator, and transgress his will

For one restraint, lords of the world besides ?

Who first setlue/d them to that foul revolt ?

Th' infernal serpent 1 he it was, whose guile,

Stirr'd up with envy and revenge deceived 35

The mother of mankind, what time his pride
Had cast him out from heav'n, with all his host

Of rebel Angels : by whose aid aspiring
To set himself in glory ahove his peers,
He trusted to have equalled the Most High, 40
If he oppos'd ;

and with ambitious aim

Against the throne and monarchy of God,
Rais'd impious war in heav'n, and battle proud,
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power
Hurl'd headlong flaming from th' ethereal sky, 45
With hideous ruin and combustion, down
To bottomless perdition : there to dwell

In adamantine chains and penal fire,

Who durst defy th' Omnipotent to arms.

Nine times the space that measures day and night 50

"
strong reasoning, noble pas-

"
siou, and a continued thread

" of moral doctrine, piety, and
" virtue ?

" Advice lo an Author.
27. Prov. xv. 3. The eyes

of Jehovah are in every place,

beholding the evil and the ood .

o4. Gen. iii. 1. Now the ser

pent was more subtle than any
beast of the field ; and he said

untu the woman, Yea, hath God
said, Ye shall not eat of every
tree of the garden?

3<>. 2 Cor. xi. 3. But I fear

lost by .any means, as the ser

pent beguiled Eve through his

subtlety, so your mind should
be corrupted fro in the simplicity
that is in Christ.

37. Rev. xii. 7, 8, 9. And
there was war in heaven

;
Mi

chael and his Angels fought
against the dragon, and the dra

gon fought and his angels, tnd
prevailed not, neitherwas their,

place found any more in heaveu.
And the great dragon was cast

out, that old serpent, called the

Devil, and Satan, which de-
ceiveth the whole world.

47. Jude, 6. And the Angels
which kept riot their first estate,

B 3
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To mortal men, he with his horrid crew

Lay vanquished, rolling in the fiery gulph,,
Confounded though immortal : But his doom
lleserv'd him to more wrath

;
for now the thought

Both of lost happiness and lasting pain,, ./5

Torments him: round he throws his baleful eyes,
That witnessed huge affliction and dismay,
Mix'd with ohdurate pride -and steadfast hate,

At once, as far u.s Angels ken, he views

The dismal situation waste and wild; 60
A dungeon horrible on all sides round
As one great furnace flam'd

; yet from those flames
No light, but rather darkness visible,

Served only to discover sights of woe,
. Kegionsof sorrow! doleful shades! where peace 6dT

! And rest can never dwell., hope never comes I .

That comes to all
;
but torture without end

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed

With ever-burning sulphur unconsum'd :

.Such place eternal justice had prepared 7&
For those rebellious ; here fheir prison ordain'd,
In utter darkness

;
and their portion set

As far remov'd from God and light of hcav'n,
As from the centre thrice to th' utmost pole.
O how unlike the place from whence they fell ! 75
There the companions of his fall, o'envhelmed
With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire,

He soon discerns ;
and welt'ring by his side,

One next himself in povv'r, and next in crime,,

Long- after known in Palestine, and nam'd 80

but left their own habitation, 69. Matt. xxv. 41. Depart
be hath reserved in everlasting from me, ye cursed, into ver-

chains under darkness, xmto the lasting fire, prepared i'or the

judgment of the great day. devil and his angels.
;>8. Horn, i. 30. Haters of 7'>. Matt. viii. 12. They

Gad, deceitful, proud. shall be cast out iuto outer dark-

63. .Tude, 13. -The blacknest ness.

of darkness. 73. Ps. Ixxiii. 27. They that

6.\. oo. Isa. Ivii. 21. No are far from thce shall perish.
-.

j>eac to the wicked, 80, 2 Kings i, 3. Is it not
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Belzebub. To whom th
?

Arch-tncniy,
And thence in henv'n c-all'd Satan, with bold words .

Breaking the horrid silence, thus begun :

If thoubeesthe ButOhow fail'ii ! how ehangVl
1'Tom'hiin, who in the happy realms of light, 85

Cloth 'd with transcendent brightness, didst outshine

Myriads tho' bright! If he whom mutual league,
Ignited thoughts and counsels, equal hope,
And hazard in the glorious enterprize,
Join'd with me once, now misery hath join'd 90
la. equal ruin ! into what pit thou seest, [prov'd
From what height f'all'n

;
so inueh the strongei

lie with his thunder : and till then who knew
The force of those dire arms ? yet not for those,

.Nor what the potent victor in his rage 95
Can else inflict, do 1 repent, or change
(Though changed in outward lustre,) that tix'd mind
And high disdain, from sense of injured merit,
That with the Mightiest rais'd me to contend :

And to the fierce contention brought along 100
Innumerable force of spirits arin'tl,

That"durst dislike his reign, and me preferring,
His- utmost pow'r with adverse pow'r oppos'd,
In dubious battle on the plains or heav'n, [lost ?

And shook his throne. What though the field be

because- there is not a God in down to hell, to the" sides of the.

Israel, that ye go to enquire of pit.

Behsebubthagocl of Eknm ? 92,93. 1 Sam. ii. 10. The.
Matt. xii. i-4. JJehicbub adversaries, of Jehovah shall b3

the prince of the devils. broken to pieces. Out of hea-

81, 8t>, Rev. xii. 29. That ven shall he thunder upon tbem.
old serpent, called the Devil and 94, 95. Ps. Ixxiii. 8, 9. They
Satan. speak loftily ; they set their

84. Is. xiv. 1215. How uiouth against the heavens,
art thou fallen from heaven, O 98. Jer. 1. 29. Proud against
Lucifoi, son of. tiu.' morning ! Jehovah, agamst the Holy On*
For thou hast said in thy heart, of Israel.

I will ascend into heaven; I will Exod. xviii.ll. Jehovah
exalt my throne above the stars is greater than all gods; in th

of God
;

I will be like the Most thing wherein they dealt prou4-
High. Yetlheu shall be brought ly, he was above thorn,

B4
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All is not lost
;
th' unconquerable will,

And study of revenge, immortal hate,
And courage never to submit or yield ;

(And what is else not to be overcome i)

That glory never shall his wrath or might 110
Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace
With suppliant knee, and deify his pow'r,
Who from the terror of this arm so late

'Doubted his empire. That were low indeed !

That were an ignominy, and shame beneath 115
This downfall ! since by fate the strength ofGods,
And this empyreal substance cannot fail

;

Since through experience of this great event,

(In arms not worse, in foresight much advanced,)
We may with more successful hope resolve 120
To wage by force or guile eternal war,
Irreconeiieable to our grand foe

;

Who now triumphs, and in th' excess of joy
Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heav'n.

So spake th' apostate Angel,though in pain ; 12

Vaunting aloud, but rack'd with deep despair:
And him thus answer'd soon his bold compeer.
O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers !

That led th' embattell'd Seraphim to war
Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deeds 130

Fearless, endanger'd heav'n's perpetual King,
And put to proof his high supremacy :

Whether upheld by strength, or chance, or fate ;

, Too well I see and rue the dire event,
'That with sad overthrow and foul defeat 135
Hath lost us heav'n

;
and all this mighly host

In horrible destruction laid thus low,
As far as Gods and heav'nly essences

Can perish : for the mind and spirit remains

107. Exod. xx. 5. Them against God.
that hate me. 113. Jo. via. 58. When he

Rom. i. 30. Haters of God. speaketh a lie, he speaketh of

lioiM. viii. 7. Enmity" his own
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Invincible, and vigour soon returns,

Though all our glory extinct, and happy state,

Here swallow'd up in endless misery !

But what if he our conqu'ror (whom Inow
Of force believe almighty, since no less [ours)
Than such could have o'erpower'd such force as

Have left us this our spirit and strength entire, 146

Strongly to suffer and support our pains- ;.

That we may so suffice his vengeful irer

Or do him mightier service as his thralls

By right of war, whate'er his
"

business be, ISO
Here in the heart of hell to work in fire,

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep ?

What can it then avail, though yet we feel1

Strength undiminish'd, or eternal being,
To undergo eternal punishment ?

"Whereto with speedy words th' Arch-fiend reply 'd..

Fall'n Cherubt to be weak is miserable,:

Doing or suffering : but of this be sure,

,To do ought good never will be our task;.
i But ever to do ill our sole delight : l6O
As being the contrary to his high will

Whom we resist. If then his providence
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good r

Our labour must be to pervert that end,
And out of good still to find means of evil

; lG5
Which oft-tinies may succeed, so as perhaps
Shall grieve him, (if I fail not,) and disturb
His inmost counsels from their destiii'd aim.
But see ! the angry victor hath recall'd

His ministers of vengeance and pursuit, 170
Back to the gates of heav'n : the sulphurous hail
Shot a/ter us in storm, o'erblown-, hafeh laid

The iiery sunge, that from the precipice
163, 4, 5. B,om. v'ni. 23. Ait fosted, that he mi-Jit destroy tlia

things v.jrk together for good wofrks of the devil.
to them ihtit love <jod. 167. Ot-ii. M. <i. Auc! it grieved

1 Jo. iii. 8. For this pur- him at his hcait.

foso the Sou of Ood was iuani-
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)f heav'n received us falling : and the thunder,

Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 175

Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now
To bellow through the vast and boundless deep.
Let us not slip th' occasion, whether scorn,

jOr satiate fury, yield it from our foe.

Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 180;

The seat of desolation, void of light,
Save what the glimmering of these vivid flames

Casts pa,le and dreadful ? Thither let us tcsd

,]Froni off the tossing of these fiery waves ;

There rest, if any rest can harbour there : 185

And re-assembling our afflicted pow'rs,
Consult how we may henceforth most offend

Our enemy ;
our own loss how repair ;

How overcome this dire calamity ;

What reinforcement we may gain from hope; 1Q0
If not, what resolution from despair.
Thus Satan talking to his nearest mate,

With head up-lift above the w;ave, and eyes
That sparkling blass'd

;
his other parts besides

Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 1Q5

Lay floating many a rood : in bulk as huge,
As whom the fnbles name, of monstrous size,

Titanian, or Earth-born, that warred on Jove,
l^riareus or Typhon, whom the den

By ancient Tarsus held; or that sea-beast 200
Leviathan, which God of all his works
Created hugest that swim th'ocean stream :

(Him, haply shmib'nng on the Norway foam,
The pilot of some small night-founder'd skirr,

Deeming some island, oft, as seamen tell, 205
With fixed anchor in his scaly rind.

Moors by his side under the lee, while night
Invests the sea, and wished morn delay:-..)

ISo stretch'd out in huge length the Arch-fiend lay
Chain'd on the burn ing lake : nor ever thence 21O
Had ris'iij norheav'd his head, but that the will
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And high permission of all-ruling heaven,
Left him at large to his own dark designs :

Thai with reiterated crimes he might
Heap on himself damnation, while he sought 215
Evil to others

;
and enrag'd might see,

How all his malice serv'd but to bring forth

Infinite goodness, grace, and mercy shewn
On man by him seduc'd : but on himself

Treble confusion,wrath and vengeance, pour'd. 220
Forthwith upright he rears from otF the pool
His mighty stature ;

on each hand the flames

Driv'n backward slope their pointing spires, androll'd

In billows, leave i' th* midst a horrid vale.

Then with expanded wings he steers his flight 225

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air,

That felt unusual weight : till on dry land
He lights, if it were land that esrer burn'd
With solid, as the lake with liquid fire;

And such appear'd in hue, as when the force 23O
Of subterranean wind transports a hill

Torn from Peiorus, or the shattered side

Of thund'ring .ZEtiiu, whose combustible
And fuel'd en trails thence conceiving fire,

Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds, 235
And leave a singed bottom all involv'd

With stench and smoke
;
such resting found the sole

Of unblestfuet ! Him followed his next mate,
Both glorying to have 'scap'd ihe Stygian flood,
As Gods, and bv their own recovered strength, 240
Not by the su (France of supernal pow'r.
v

Is this the region, this tlie soil, the clime,

(Said tien the lost Arch-angel,) this the seat

That we must change fbrheav'n, this mournful gloom
217. Eph. ii. 3, 4, 5, 7. We dead in sins, hath quickened us

Kere by nature the children of together with Christ That he
wrath, even as others. But might shew the exceeding richo*
God, who is rich in mercy, for of his grace, in his kindness to-
his great love wherewith he wards us ill Christ Jes>us,

u, even when, we were

BG
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For that celestial light ? Be it so, since he 21.5

\VVho now is Sov'reign can dispose and bid

What shall be right: farthest from him. is best,,

Whom reason bathequail'd/forcehath made supreme
-Above his equals. Farevvel happy fields,

"Wherejoy for ever dwells : Hail horrors ! hail 250
Infernal world ! and thou proroundest hell

Receive thy new possessor! one who brings
A mind not to bechang'd by place or time.

The mind is its own place, and in itself

Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of heav'n. 255
What matter where, if I be still the same,
And what I should be, all but less than he
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at least

We shall be free
;
th* Almighty hath not built

Here far his envy ;
will not drive us hence : 26O

Here we may reign secure, and in my choice
To reign is worth ambition, tho' in hell :

Better to reign in hell, than serve in 1 ;T/en.
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,
Th' associates and copartners of our loss, 265
Lie thus astonish'd on th* oblivious pool,
And call them not to share with us their part
In this unhappy mansion : or once more
With rallied arms to try what may be yet
Rejjain'd in heav'n, or what more lost in hell ? 27CX

k> Satan spake, and him Belzebub
Thus answcrM : Leader of those armies bright,
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foil'd!

If once they hear that voice, their liveliest pledge
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so oft 27 -i

jn worst extremes, and on the perilous edge
Of battle when it rag'd, in all assaults

Their surest signal, they will soon resume
]Sew courage and revive, tho' now they lie

GrovTmg and prostrate on yon lake of tire, 280

t'47. Ps.-cxlvm.14. His saints Pa. Ixxiii. 28. It is guott
.ve people ii? -i to hiui. for uie that I draw near to God;
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(As \ve ere while,) astounded and air.az'd;

No wonder, faU'n such a pernicious height!
He scarce had ceas'el when the superior fiend

Was moving tow'rd the shore; his ponderous shield,

Ethereal temper, massy, large, and round, 285
i'cbind him cast; the broad circumference

Hung on his shoulders like the rnoon, whose orb

Thro' optic glass the Tuscan artist views

At evening from the top of Fesole,
Or in Valdarno, to descry new lands, 29$
Kivers, or mountains, on her spotty globe.
His spear, to equal which the tallest pine
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mast
Of some great ammiral, were but a wand,
He walk'd with, to support uneasy steps 295
Over the burning marie, (not like those steps
On heaven's azure !) and the torrid clime

Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire;

Nathless he so endur'd, till on the beach
Of that inflamed sea he stood, and call'd 30O
His legions, Angel-forms, who lay entranc'd
Thick as autumnal leaves thatstrow the brooks
In Vallombrosa, where th' Etrurian shades

High over-arch'd imbow'r; or scatter'd sedge
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 305
Hath vex'd the Red-sea coast, who.se waves o'er-

Busiris and his Memphian chivalrv* [threw
While with perfidious hatred they pursu'd
The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld
-From fche safe shore their floating carcases 310?

And broken chariot-wheels : so thick bestrown,

Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood,
Under amazement of their hideous change.
He call'd so loud, that all the hollow deep
Of hell resounded. Princes, Potentates, 313

307. Exod. xiv. <:&. CO. The all the host of
'

Pharaoh
;
ami

waters returned and COVPI i'd the Israel saw the Eu^j;tians deud
chariots, and the horsemen, and upon th

4
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Warriors, the rlow'r of hcav'n
; once yours, now

If such astonishment as this can sei-ze [lost,
Eternal spirits; or have ye chos'n this place
After the toil of battle to repose
"Your wearied virtue, for the ease your find 320
To slumber here, as in the vales of heaven?
Or in this abject posture have ye sworn
T J

adore the conqueror ? who now beholds
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood,
With scattered anus and ensigns ; till anon 325
His switt pursuers from heav'n gates discern
Th' advantage, and descending tread us down
Thus drooping; or with linked thunder-bolts
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulph.
Awake, arise, or be for ever fall'n

; 330
They heard, and were abash'd,and up they sprung
Upon the wing ;

as when men wont to watch
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread,
Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake.
iNor did they not perceive the evil plight 335
Jn which they were, or the fierce pains not feel^
Yet to their general's voice they soon obev'd,
Innumerable ! As when the potent rod
Of Am rani's son, in Egypt's evil dav,
Wav'd round the coast, u p call'd a pitchy cloud 340
Of locusts, warping on tiiereastern wind,
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung
Like night, and darken 'd all the land of JSile:

So numberless were those bad Angels, seen

IJov'ringon wing under the cope of hell 345
Twixt upper, nether, and surrounding fires;

Till, as a signal. giv'n, th' up-lifted spear

530. Eph. v. 14. Awake land aH that day, and all that
arise. night : and when it was morn-

SoS. Exod.'x. 13. 15. Moses ing the east wind brought the
stretched forth his rod over the locusts : and the iocusis went
land of Egypt, and Jehorah up over ail the iand of Egypt,
brought an east \\iud upon the so that the laud was darkened,
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Of their great Sultan waving to direct '

Their course, in even balance down they light
On the finn brimstone, and till ail- the plain; JjO
A multitude, like which the populous n ;rth

Pour'd never From her frozen loins, to pass
Ithene or the Danaw, when her barbarous sons

Came like a deluge on the south, and spread
Beneath Gibralter to the Lybian sands. 355
Forthwith from ev'ry squadron and each band
The heads and leaders thither haste where stood

Their great commander; Godlike shapes and forms
lixcelh tig. human, princely dignities,
And pow'rs ! that erstin heaven sat on thrones;
Tho' of thi-ir names in heav'nly records now
Be no memorial, blotted out and ras'd

By their rebellion from the books of life.

JS
Tor had they yet among the sons of Eve 364
Gotthemnew names ;'till wand'ring o'er the earth.
Thro' God's high sufferance for the trial of man,
By falsities and lies the greatest part
Of mankind they corrupted, to forsake

God their Creator, and th' invisible

Glory of him that made them, to transform 37O
Oft, to the image of a brute, adornM
With gay religious full of pomp and gold,
And Devils to adore-for .Deities:

Then were they known to men by various namo,
nd various idols thro' the heathen world. 375

. Say, Muse, their names then known, \\ ho first,
who last

Rous'd from the slumber, on that fiery couch,

361. Ps. ix. 5, 6. Thou hast 36V. Ram. i. S3. And
put out their mime for ever ami changed the glory of the in-
ever

; their memorial is pe- corruptible God into an image
rishc-d with then). made like to corruptible man,

3 Ox?. Rev. iii. 5. T will not and to birds, and four-footed.
blot our his name out of the be-ists, and creeping things,
bookoflife. o,,i. They shall* no more

367. Rom. i. 25. Who clfer their sacrifices to devils. -

changed the truth of God into 1 Cor. x. 20. The Gentiles
a ^e - sacrifice to devils,auduottoG0d.
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At their great emperor's call, as next in worth

Came singly where he stood, on the bare strand,

While the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof? S8O
The chief were those who from the pit of hell

Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix

Their seats long after next the seat of God,
Their altars hy his altar, Gods ador'd

Among the nations round, and durst abide 385
Jehovah thundering out of Sion, thron'd

Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac'd
Within his sanctuary itself their shrines,
Abominations ! and with cursed things
His holy rites and solemn feasts profan'd, 590;
And with their darkness durst affront his light.
First Moljocji, horrid king, besmear'd with blood
Of human sacrifice, and parents tears,

Tho' for the noise of drums and timbrels loud,
Their childrens'cries unheard,that pass through fire

To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 3<j&

*Worshipp'd in Itabba and her wat'ry plain,
In Argob and in Basan, to the stream

Of utmost Arnon. Nor content with such
Audacious neighbourhood, the wisest heart 40O<

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build

His temple right against the temple of Go'd,
On the opprobrious hill, and made his grove
The pleasant valley of Hinnon, Tophet thence
And black Gehenna call'd, the type oi hell. 40$
Kext Chemos, tli' obscene dread of Moab's soiis^

From A roar to JNebo, and the wild

386. 2 Kings, xix 15. O Jehp- 392. 1. Kings, xi. 7. Molech
vah, Godot Israel, who dwelitst the abamuiatioa of the cliiidrcn

bt'twfcn the Cliernbtiu. of Amiuon.

H7, 8. Jer. vii. 30. The o93 Jer. vii. 31. They
children of Judali have done hf.ve built the i.igii places of
evil in

iiiy ^ight ; lliey iia\c set Toj.hfi, which is in the valley
their abominations in the house of 'he son of liamoni, to burn
which ii called hy my liame, to their sons and llicir

pollute it, hi the iiio.
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Of south most Abarim ;
in Hesebon

And Horonairn, Seon's realm, beyond
The flow'ry dale of Sibma clad with vines ;

410
And Eleale to the Asphaltic pool.
Peor his other name, when he entic'd

Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile,
To do him wanton rites, which cost them woe.

Yet thence his lustful orgies he enlarged 415
Even to that hill of scandal, by the grove
Of Moloch homicide ;

lust hard by hate :

Till good Josiab drove them thence to hell.

Witb~ these came they, who from the bordering flood

Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 4 C20

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names
Of Baalim and Ashtaroth ; those male,
These feminine. (For spirits when they please
Can either sex assume, or both ;

so soft

And uncompounded is their essence pure ; 425
Not ty'd or manacled with joint or limb,
Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones,
Like cumbrous flesh

;
but in what shape they

Dilated or condens'd, bright or obscure, [cbuse
Can execute their airy purposes, 43O

410. Jer. xlviii. 3?. O vine 422. Judges, iii. 7. They for-

of Sibmah, I will weep for thee. got Jehovah, and served Baalim.

413. Numb. xxv. 1, 3, 9, And and Ashtoreth.
Israel abode in Shitlim

;
and 2 Kings, xxiii. 13, 14.

joined himself unto Baal Peor
;

And the high places that were
v
and the anger of Jehovah was before Jerusalem, which were
tindled against Israel. And on the right hand of the mount
those that died in the plague of corruption, which Solomon
were twenty and four thousand, king of Israel had builded for

418. 2 Kings, xxiii. 5, 6, 7. Ashtoreth the abomination of
And Josiah put down the idola- the Zidonians, and for Chc'nosli

trous priests, them also that the abomination of the Moa-
burut incense unto Baa!, to the bites, and for Milcom the abo-

sim, and to the moon, and to the minhtion ot the children of Am-
piancts, and to all the host of mon did the king dtrile. And
heaven; and he burnt the grove he brake in pieces the images,
at the brook Kidron, and stampt and cut down the groves, and
it small to powder ; and brake filled their places with the UoueS.

down the houses of the Sodo- of men,
unites,
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And works of love or enmity fulfil.)

For those the race of Israel oft forsook

Ther living strength, and unfrequented left

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down
To bestial Gods

;
for which their heads aslow 4.05

Bo\v'd down in battle, sank before the spear
Of despicable foes. With these in troop
Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd

Astarte, queen of heav'n, with crescent horns ;

To whose
bright ima^e nightly by the moon 440

Sidonittn virgins paid their vows and songs;
In Sion also not unsung, where stood

Wer temple on the offensive mountain, built

By timt uxorious king',, whose heart though large,

Beguil'd by fair idolatresses, fell- 445
To idols foul. Tammuz came next behind,
Whose annual wound in Lebanon alhird
The -Syrian damsels to lament his fate

In am'rous ditties all a summer's day;
"Whirh? smooth Adonis from his native rock 450^
Kan purple to the sea, swppos'd with blood
Of Tarn muz yearly wounded : the love-t;.\le

Infected Sion's daughters with like heat;
Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch
Ezekicl saw, when by the vision led, 455
His eyes survey VI the dark idolatries

Of alienated J udah. ISext came one
Whomourn'd in earnest, when the captive urk

439. Jer. vii. J8. Tlie and beliold there sat women
chiJJreii gather wood, and the weepiug for Taninuiii.

f&thers kindle the lire, and the 4:>7. 1 Sam v. '2, 4. The
women knead their dou^h, io Ehil^tiues took >he a^k oi'GoU^
uutke cakes to the queeu of and brought it: into the house ot'

lw.'av ci;. .Lciiiou ;
and when llio y aros**

440. Ezek. viii. 13, 14. He early, behold Da^oa was fallen

said; turn thee yet again, and up(n his late to the Around be-

tjiuu shait see greater aboai'ua- lore the ark of Jehovah; and
tions that they do. Tlien he the head of Dagun a^iid both the

brought me to the dpor of the palms of his hamU were cut oil*

gate of the huusc of Jehovah, upon the tl;re.j>hold
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Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lop'd off

hi his own temple, on the gnmsel ed.^o 400
Where lie fell flat, and sham'd his worshippers:

-

Dagon his name ;
sea-monster ! upward man

And 'downward fish: yet had his temple high
llear'd in Azotus, dreaded through tlie coast

Of Palestine, in Oath, and Ascalon, 46,}

And Acearon and Gaza's frontier bounds.

Him followed Rimmon, whose delightful seat

Was fair Damascus, on the fertile banks
Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams!

He also against the house of God was bold : 470
A leper once he lost, and gain'd a king,
Ahaz his sottish conqu'ror,. whom he drew
Grod's altar to disparage and displace
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn
His odious "olfcr'mgs, and adore the Gods 475
Whom he had vanquish \1. Alter these appeared
A crew who under names of old renown,
Qsiris, Isis, Orus and their train,

With monstrous shapes- and sorceries abus'd

Fanatic Egypt and tier priests to seek 48>
Their wand'ring Gods dis^uis'd in brutish forms,
Rather than human. JNor did Israel 'scape
Th' infection, when their borrow'd gold composed
The calf in Orcb; and the rebel king.
Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 485

467. 2 -Kings, v. 18. When ens which smote him : And he.

my niristvr goeth into the liouse s.^id, Because the gods of tha
of Rirnmon to worship there. kings of Syria he!]> tliem, tliere-

469. 12 Kings, v. 1?. Are fore will i sacrifice to them, that
ru>t Abana and Pharphar, rivers they may help me: but they"
uf Damascus, belter than all the were the ruin ol' him and of
waters of Israel ?

'

all Israel.

471. a Kings, v. 17. Naaman 485. Ps. civ. 39, 20. They
said," Thy servant will tieitce- imde a calf in Horeb, and 1

t'.rih oiler neither bnrnt-oifrr- worshipped the molten image.
ing nor sacrifice unto other Thus they c'r.nijed their glory-
Gods, but unto Jehovah. into the similitude of an ox that

'2Chron.xxviii.^y. Ahaz eatstli grass,
to the gods of
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Lik'ning his Maker to the grazed ox,
Jehovah ! who in one night when lie pass'd
From Egypt marching, equalled with one stroke

Both her first-born and all her bleating Gods.
Belial came last, than whom a spiritmorc lewd
Fell not from heaven, or more gross to love

Vice for itself: to him no temple stood

Nor altar smok'd; yet who more oft than he
In temples and at altars, when the priest
Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fill'd

With lust and violence the house of God?
In courts and palaces he also reigns>

And in luxurious cities, where the noise

Of riot ascends above their loftiest tow'rs,

And injury and outrage: and when night 50O
Darkens the streets, then wander forth the sons

Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine.

Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night
In Gibeah, when the hospitable door

Expos'd a matron to avoid worse rape. 50.5

These were the prime, in order and in might;
The rest were long to tell, tho' far renowned,
Th' Ionian Gods, of Javan's issue, held

Gods, yet confessed later than heav'n and earth

Their boasted parents : Titan hea v'ri's first-born ,5 10

With his enormous brood,, and birthright seiz'd

485. 2 Kings, xii. 28, 29. we walked in lasciviousness,

Jeroboam made two calves of lusts, excess of wine, revellings,

gold, and said, Behold thy banquetings, and abominable

gods, O Israel, which brought idolatries: wherein they think

theenpoutof th land of Egypt, it strange that you run not with

And he set the one in Bethel, them to the same excess of riot,

and the other put he in Dan. 501. Deut. xiii. J3. Children

488. Exod. xii. 12. I will of Belial have said, Let us go

pass through the land of Egypt and serve oilier gods.
this night, and will smite all ihe 1 Sam. u. 12. The sons

first-born in the land of Egypt, of Eli were sons of Belial, they
both man and beast; and against knew not Jehovah,

all the gods wf Egypt I will exe- 603. Judges, xix. 22. Th&
cute judgment. I am Jehovah. men of the city, sons of Belia^

4?&. 1. Pet. iv. 3, 4. Wheu beset the house round about.
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By younger Saturn
;

lie from mightier Jove,,

(His own and Khea's son) like measure found;
80 Jove usurping reign'd: these first in Crete,
And Ida known

;
thence on the snowy top 515

Of cold Olympns ruPd the middle air,

Their highest heav'n; or on the Delphian clirT^

Or in Dodona, and thro' all the hounds
(if Doric land; or who with Saturn old

i
;led over Adria to th' Hesperian fields, 520
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost isles.

All these and more came flocking, hut with looks

Down cast and damp; yet such wherein appear'd
Obscure some glimpse of joy_, to have found their

chief

Not in clespair,to have found themselves notlost5 <25

In loss itself; which on his count'nance cast

Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore

Semblance of worth, not substance, gently raiVd

Their fainting courage, and dispell'd their fears. 530
Then straight commands that at the warlike sound
Of trumpets loud

;
and clarions, be uprear'd

His mighty standard : that proud honour claim'd

Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall ;W ho forthwith from the glittering stafTunfurrd 535
r
i h' imperial ensign ; which, full high advanced,
Shone like a meteor streamiag to the wind,
With gems and golden lustre rich emblaz'd,

Seraphic arms and trophies; all the while

Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds : 540
At which the universal host up sent

A shout, that tore hell's concave
;
and beyond

Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Might.
All in a moment thro' the gloom wrere seen
Teh thousand banners rise into the air, 545
With orient colours waving: with them rose
A forest huge of spears; and thronging helms

Appear'd, and serried shields in thick array,
516. Eph ii. 2. The prince -of the power of the air
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Of depth immeasurable: anon they move
In pqrtect phalanx to the Dorian meed 550
Of flutes and soft recorders; such as rais'd

To height of noblest temper heroes old

Arming to battle ;
and instead of rage

Deliberate valour breatb'd, firm and r.nmov'd

With dread of death to flight or foul retreat; 555
Nor wanting po\v'r to mitigate or swage,
With solemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chn s

Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pain,
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they
"Breathing united force with fixed thought 560
Mov'd on in silence to soft pipes, that charm'd
Their painful steps o'er the burnt soil

; and now
'Advanced in view they stand, a horrid front

Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guise
Of warriors old, with order'd spear and shield, 565

Awaiting what command their mighty chief

Had to impose : He through the armed files

Darts his experienc'd eye. and soon traverse

The whole battalion viev.s their order due
;

Their visages and stature as of Gods
; 570

Their number last he .sums. And now 'his heart
Distends with pride, and hard'nircgin his strength
'Glories : for never since created man,
Met such 'embodied force, as nnm'd with these

Could merit more than that small infantry 575
WarrYTon by cranes; thro' all the giant brood
Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were join'd,
'That fought at Thebes and Ilium en each side,,

Mix'd with auxiliar Gods ; and what resounds
In fable or romance of Uthers son, 580

Begirt with British or Armoric knights;
And all who since, baptiz'd or infidel,

Jousted in Aspramont or Montalban,

554. 1 Co. sv. 68. Stedfast, was lifted up, and bis mini?
immoveahle. hardvucd in 'pride.

571. Dan. v. 90. His h*art
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Damasco, or Morocco, or Trebisond,
Or whom Bisertu sent from A trie shore 5S3
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell

By Fontarabbia. Thus far these beyond
Compare of mortal prowess,, yet obscrv'J

Their dread commander : he above the rest

In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 5QO
Stood like a tow'r

;
his form bad yet not lost

All her original brightness, nor appeared
Less than Arch-angel ruin'd, and th' excess

Of glory' obscur'd ; as when the su.i new ris'n

Looks through the horizontal misty air, 595
Shorn of his beams; or from behind the moon,
In dim eclipse disastrous twilight sheds

On half the nations, and with fear of change
Perplexes monarchs : darkened so, yet shone
Above them all th' Arch-angel : but his face 600

Deep scars of thunder had intrench'd, and care

Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows
Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride

Waiting revenge: cruel his eye, but cast

Signs of remorse and passion to behold 605
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather

(Far other once beheld in bliss !)condemn'd
For ever now to have their lot in pain ;

Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc'd
Of heuv'n, and from eternal splendors Rung 6 J

For his revolt, yet faithful how they stood,
'Their glory wi th cr'd : as when heav'n's fire

Hath scath'd the forest oaks, or mountain pines,
With singed top their stately growth though bare
Stands on the blasted heath. He now prepar'd 6 1 5
To speak ;

whereat their doubled ranks the} bend
From wing to wing, and half inclose him round
With all his peers : attention held them mute :

Theice he assay 'd, and thrice in spite of scorn,
Tears,such as Angels weep, burst forth ; at last 620
Words interwove with sighs found out their way.

.5

"



24 PARADISE LOST. Book I.

O myriads of immortal spirits! O Pow'rs

Matchless, but with th' Almighty, and that strife

Was not inglorious, tho' th' event was dire,
As this place testifies, and this dire change, 625
Hateful to utter: but what pow'r of mind,

Foreseeing or presaging, from the depth
Of knowledge pastor present, could have fear'd

How such united force of Gods, how such
As stood like these, could ever kuow repulse? 630
For who can yet believe, tho' after loss,

That all these puissant legions, whose exile

Hath emptied heav'n, shall fail to re-ascend,
Self-rais'd, and re-possess their native seat?

For me be witness all the host of heav'n, 635
If counsels different, or danger shunn'd

By me, have lost our hopes. But he who reigns
Monarch in heav'n, till then as one secure
Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute,
Consent or custom, and his regal state 640
Put forth at full, but still his strength conceal'd,
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall.

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own,
So as not either to provoke, or dread
New war, provok'd ;

our better part remains 645
To work in close design : by fraud or guile,
What force effected not : that he no less

At length from us may find, who overcomes

By force, hath overcome but half his foe.

Space may producenew worlds; whereof so rise 650
There went a fame in heav'n that he ere long
Intended to create, and therein plaut

23. Is. xlv. 9. Woe to him everlasting, from the beginning,
thatstriveth with his maker. Let or ever the earth was. I was
the potsherd strive with the pot- by him, as one brought up with
sherds of the earth. him: and I was daily his delight,

651. Prov. viii. 22, 23, 30, rejoicing
:

always before him Tre-
31. Jehovah possessed e in the joicing in the habitable parts of

beginning of his way, before his hi earth, and my delights wer
works of old, I was set up from with the ions of mea,
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A generation whom his choice regard
Should favour e'qual to the 3-piio of heav'ii:

Tiiitlier, if but to pry, shall ho perhaps 655
Our first eruption, thither or elsewhere:
For this internal pit shall never hold

Celestial spirits in bondage, nor th' abyss

Long under darkness cover. But these thoughts
Full counsel must mature : peace is despaird, ()63

1'or who can think submission ? War then, war

Open or understood must be resolv'd.

lie spake: and to confirm his words, out-ileW
Millions of fhuning swords, drawn from, the thighs
Of mighty Cherubim : the sudden blaze 66*5

Far round illumin'd hell: highly they rag'd

Against the Highest, and fierce with grasped arms
ClaslTd on their sounding shields the din of war,

Hurling defiance tow'rd the vault of heav'n.

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top 670
Belch'd fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entire

Shone with a glossy scurf, undoubted sign
That in his womb was hid metallic ore,
The work of sulphur. Thither wingYl with speed
A numerous brigade hasten'd : as when bands 07*
Of pioneers with spade and pick-ax arm'd,
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field,

Or east a rampart. Mammon led them on,

Mammon,! the least erected spirit that fell

From heav'n: foremen in heav'n hislook* and thoughts
Were always downward bent; admiring more 681
The riches of heav'n's pavement, trodden gold.
Than ought divine or holy else cnjoy'd
In vision beatific : by him first

6.J9. 1 S;tm, xvii. -15. Jeho- the pure in heart; for they shaH
viili \*hu;n thou hast defied. sec God.

r,?H. Mai. vi. 4. Vc cuu- 6(>L 1 John, iii. 2. Weshiill
not serve (/.ai niid Mnuiiuun. see him a* he is.

tiiii. ilev. \xi. ^1. The street Mariimoa oouid not l.sivr

4>:' ".:< cily w,is pure go!<l. this siM-jid disposition r>-t\H-

bW. Mittt. r. W. "Ui'.-%ji:.'d arc. lie. iuttd. What is >aut *?

c
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Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 685
Ilansack'd the centre,, and with impious hands
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth

For treasures better hid. Soon had his crew

Open'd into the hill a spacious wound,
And digg'd out ribs of golti. (Let none admire 690

frh'at
riches grow in hell

;
that soil may best

/Deserve the precious bane.) And here let those

Who boast in mortal things, and wond'.ring tell

Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings,
Learn how their greatest monuments of fame, G<)5

And strength, and art, are easily out-done

By spirits reprobate, and in an hour,
What in an age they with incessant toil

And hands iimumerabk scarce perform.
Nigh on the plain in many cells pvepar'd, 700
That underneath had veins of' liquid fire

Sluic'd from the lake, a second multitude

With womProus art found out the massy ore.

Severing each kind, and scumm'd the bullion dross t

A third as soon had form'd within the ground 705
A various mould

;
and from the boiling cells

By strange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook-:

As in an organ from one blast of wind
To many a row of pipes the sound-board breathes.

Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 710
Rose like an exhalation, with the sound
Of dulcet" symphonies and voices sweet;
Built like a temple, where pilasters round
Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid

With golden architrave
;
nor did there want 715

Cornice, or freeze, with bossy sculptures graven ;

im, therefore, from v. 679 to more accurate in the expression,v
. 684, though expressed in ge- where the sentiment is so clear,

neral terms, must be understood viz. that though !\Iaminon were?

only of the time he remained in heaven,, he would more d-

iu heaven after he joined Satan, mire the gold of the street, than

or else we must Siiy, the poet the blessed vision ef God.
did not think it necessary to be



The roof was fretted fold . Not Babylon,
ISor great Ah-airo, such magnificence

Equall'din all their glories, to inshriue

Jielusor Serapis.,
their Gods-; or seat . 720

Their kings, .when Egypt with Assyria,- strove

In wealthand luxu.ryV Th* ascending pile

Stood iix'd her stately height : and straight th-e cfoors

Op'ning their brazen folds, discover wide

"U'ithin her ample spaces,. o'er the smooth 72
And level pavement: from the arched roof,

Pendent by subtle magic many a row
Of starry lamps, and blazing cressets, fed

"With Naphtha and Asphaltus, yielded light
As from a sky. The hasty multitude 73Q

Admiring entcrVl, and the work some praise,
And some the architect: his hand was known
In heav'n by many a low'red structure high.,
Where scepter'd Angels held their residence.,

And sat as princes ; whom tlic supreme King 735
Kxalted to such pow'r, and gave to nil'/,

Each in his hierarchy., the orders bright :

Nor was his name unheard or unador'd,
In ancient Greece*.and in Ausonian land .

Men call'd him \fiticiber; and how he f^ll 743
i:om ileav'n, they fabled, thrown byaugry Jove
Sheer o'er the crystal battlements.; froni^ morn
To noon lie ibll, from noon to dewy e-vc,

A sum'mer's day; and with the setting sim

])ropt from the zenith lik-e a falling s^^ 745
^)n Lemnos th' ^iigean isle: thus they relate,

Erring; for he with thispc.bellious rout

Tell longljefore; nor ouglit avail'd him now
T' have built inheav'n high tow'rs

; nor did he 'scape
15y all his engines, but was headlong sent 750

734. Col. i. trt Thrones, 737. Jude 9. Midiaol ihtf

1 Tim. vi, 13. Kingof -- - Thcs ir. 1U. The
of uii Arc bau

gi-i,

V^ /*t



P PARADISE LOST. Book I.-

With bis industrious crew to build in licll.

Meanwhile the winged heralds l>y command
Of sovereign pow'r, with avvi'ul ceremony
And trumpet's sound, throughout the host proclaim
A solemn council forthwith to be held 7 5*

'

At Pandemonium,, the high capital
Of Satan and his peers: their summons cal'l'd

From every band and squared regiment-,

]By. place or choice the worthiest ; they anon
With hundreds, and with thousand*, trooping came
Attended: all access was throng VI

-,
the gates 7oT

And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall

(Though like a coverM tick], where champions bold

Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Soldairs chair

Defy'd the best of Panhn chivalry 765
To irjortal combat, or career with lance)
Thick swarm'd, both on the ground and in the air,

Brush'd with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees ^
In spring time, when the sun with Taurus rides,

Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 77Q
In clusters; they among fresh dews and flowers

Fly to and fro> Or en the "Smoothed plank,
The suburb of their straw-built citadel)

Jievv rubb'd with balm, expatiate and confer

Their state affairs : so thick the airy croud 775

Swarm'd, and were straightened ;
till the signal giv'n.

Behold a wonder.! they but now who seem'd

In bigness to surpass earth's giant sons,

ISow less than smallest dwartis, in narrow room

Throng numberless, like that pygmean race 780

Beyond the Indian mount, or fairy elves,

Whose midnight revels by a forest side,

Or fountain some belated peasant sees,

Or dreams he sees; while over-head the moon
Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 785
Wheels her-pale course,they on their mirth and dance

Intent, with jocund music charm his ear
;

At once with joy, and fear, his heart rebounds.
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'Tims incorporea
1

spirits to smallest forms

Keduc'd their shapes immense : and were allargc 790

Though without n innbe r still amidst the hall

Of that infernal court. But far within

And in their own dimensions like themselves,
The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim,
In close recess and secret conclave sat

;

A thousand demi-gods on golden ^eats,

.Frequent and lull ! A Her. short silence then,
summons read, the great consult -begau.

END 6F T E TJ'RST

*
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THE ARGUMENT.

Tlte CQi&Kttatten begun, Satan debates whether

lattle. be to be hazarded for the recovery of heaven:

some adrie /Y, others dissuade : A third proposal if

preferred, mentioned before Satan, to search the tvvfk

of that prophecy or tradition in heaven concerning

Huotfer wjridf ai)d another hind vf, Creature, equal or

not much inferior to thrtnsch'c*', about this titne'to be

created: Their doubt icln* sh-.ill be sent on. this difficult

search* Satan their chief , undertakes alone the \'oyagt t
.

/.* honoured and yppluutifd. The council tfitty ended,

the rest betake them sei-cxal u^/i/.v, and. to several cm-

plot.-weitfs, as their inclinations leaiT them? to entertain

the time till Satan return^ He passes on his journey to

hdl-gates, jinds them shut, and who sat there to guard
them, by whom at length they are opened, and ducoier

to him the gulph Ittvcccn hell and hcai't-n ; u,ith what

difficulty he passes tnrottgh, directed by Chaos, the powp
*/' that placet to. the sight of this nen- world uhich &
sought.
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BOOK II.

ITlGH on a throne of royal state, whith far
-

Outshone the wealth of Ormus, and of Incl ;

Or where the gorgeous east with richest hand

Show'rs on her kings Barbaric pearl, and gold,
'

S.tturi exalted sat, by merit rais'd .5-

To that bad eininen're: and from despair
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspires

Beyond thus high; insatiate to pursue
Vain war with heav'n

;
and by success untaught/

His proud imaginations thus display'd. 10-

Pow'rs, aud dominions, deities of heav'n !

(For since no deep within her gulph can hold

Immortal vigour, though oppress'd and fali'n,.

1 give not heav'n for lost : from this descent

Celestial virtues rising, will'appear IcJ-

More glorious and more dread than from no fall,
'

And trust themselves to fear no second fate.)

Me, though just right, and thefix'd laws of heav'n

Bid first create your leader; next,, free choice;
With what bcsiik's, in couifsel or in fight, . 2Q
Hath been atchicv'd of merit; yet this loss

Thus far at least reeover'.d,.hath much more

Established in a safe unenvied throne,
Yielded with full consent. Thehappier state*

In heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw <2,'

Envy from .each i'nferior: but who here
*Vill envy whom .the highest place exposes
Foremost to stand against the thund'rer's aim l

Your bulwark
;
and condemns to greatest sliare

r

Liue 10. 2 Tim, hi. V. Boasters, proud, blasphemou:>
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Of cwlless pain ? Where there is then no good 30
For which to strive, no strife can grow tip there

From faction; for none sure will claim in hell

Precedence; none, whose portion is so small
Of present pain, that with ambitious mind
Will rovet more ! With this advantage then S3
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord,
More than can he in heav'n, we now return
To claim our just inheritance of old,
Surer to prosper than prosperity
Could have assur'd us

;
and hy what besk way, 40

Wr
hethcr of open war, or covert guile,

We now dehate; who can advise, may speak..* He ceas'd ;
and next him Moloch, scepter'd king,

Stood up, the strongest and tn'e^fteccgst spirit
That fought in heav'n, nowj^cejjb^ despair: 45
Bis Uu&t was with th' Eternal to bo Sjn'd -

.Equal in strength, and rather than be less,

Card not to be at all; with that care lost

\\Veat all hisj&ajr: of God, or hell, or worse, .

.' He recJuJ not
;
and these words thereafter spake : 5O

My sentence is for open war: of wiles,
More unexpert, I boast not : them let those

Contrive who need
,
or \vhen they need, not now :

For while they sit contriving,, shall the rest,

Millions that stand in arms, and longingwait . 55^

The signal to ascend, sit ling'ring here

HeavVs fugitives, and for their dwelling-place
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame>
The prison of his tyranny who reigns

By our delay ? No ! let us rather eh use,. 60
Ann'd with bell-flames and iury, all at once
O'er heaven's high tow'rsto force resistless vvav,

Turning our tortures into horrid arms

44. '- Ti:iu iii. S, 4. Fierce, ness, and they gnawed thcit

heutly, high-aiinficd. tongues fur pain/ and blas-
>*>, <J[\, 87, 88. Rev. xvi. 10. phemed the Gud of Heavun,

llis kingdom ^yas full of durk- and repeated out of their deeds.
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Against the torturer; when to rAeet the noise

Or his almighty engine he shall hear 65

Infernal thunder; and for lightening, see

Black fire, and horror, shot with equal rage

Among his Angels : and his throne itself

Mix'd with Tartarean sulphur, and strange fire,

11 is own invented torments. But perhaps 70
The way seems difficult, and steep, to scale

With uptight wing against a higher foe.

Let such bethink them, (if the sleepy drench
Of that forgetful lake benumb not still)

That in our proper motion we ascend 75

Up to our native seat: descent and fall

To us is adverse. Who but felt of late,

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear

Insulting, and pursued us through the deep>,W ith what compulsion and laborious flight 80
We sunk thus low? Th* ascent is easy then;;
Th' event is fear'd; should we again provoke
Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find

To our destruction
;. (if there be in hell

rear to be worse destroy 'd :) what can be worse 85'

Than to dwell here, driv'nout from bliss, condemn'^
In tliis abhorred deep to utter woe I

Where pain of unextinguishable fire-

Must exercise us, without hope of end,.
The vassals of his anger, when the scourge 9O>

Inexorably, and the torUiring-hoiir
Calls us to penance r More destroy'd.than thus
We should be quite ab.olish'd, and expire.
What iear weti.eu? what doubt we to incense
His utmost ire? which to the height enragM, 95WT

ill cither cpiite consume r.s., and reduce
To nothing this essential

; happier farr .

Than miserable to have eternal being :

Or if our substance be indeed divine,
And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 100

69. Levit, x. 1. Strange fire.

C 6,
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On tins side' noting; and by proof we feel

Our pow'r sufficient; to disturb his heav'n,
And with perpetual inroads to 'alarm,

Though: inaccessible, his fatal throne:

Which, if not victory, ifc yet revenge.. 105*

lie ended frowning, and his look

Desperate revenge, and battle dangerous

J9j^ljhar^Gb|>/ On tu
'

other side uprose
Belial, inliet more graceful and humane;
A fairer person los-t not heav'n

;
he secm'd 1 1O

For dignity eompos'd, and high exploit:
But all was false and hollow; though his tongue
JDrop'cl manna, and could make the worse appear
The better reason, to perplex and dash

3'laturest counsels; for his thoughts were low : 1 13

To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds

Timorous, and slothful : yet he pleas'd the ear,
,And with persuasive accent thus began.

I should be much for open war, O peers!
As not behind in hate, if what was urg'd Jfr
Main reason to persuade immediate war,
Did not dissuade me most; and seem to cast

Ominous conjecture on the whole success ;

When he who most excels in fact of arms,
In what he counsels, and in what excels, 125-

Mistrustfal, 'grounds his courage on despair,
And utter dissolution, as the scope
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge.

irst, what revenge ? The tow'rs ofheav'ri are fill'd

With armed watch, that render all access 130-

Impregnable: oft on the bord'ring deep
Encamp their legions; or with obscure wing,
Scout far and wide into the realm of night,

Scorning surprise. OF could we break our way
By force, and at our heelsall hell should rise

With blackest insurrection, to confound,

118. 1 Cpr. ii, 4, The persuasive words of human. wi
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Ileav'irs purest light; yet our great enemy,
All incorruptible, would or, hi* throne

Sit unpolluted,, and th' ethei:e;i i^ouid

Incapable of stain, would soon expel 14-0

Her mischief, and purge off the baser fire,

Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope
Is flat despair: we must exasper..
Th' almighty victor to spend all his rage,

"

And that must end us
;
that must be our' euro, 1 1.3

To be no more: sad cure! for who would lose., ,

Though full of paiii, this intellectual being ;

Those thoughts that wander through eternity;.
To perish rather, swallowed up and lost

Jn the wide womb of uncreated "night,
Devoid of sense and motion r and who knows,
(Let this be good) whether our angry foe

Can give it, or will ever ? how he- can,
Is doubtful; that he never will, is sure.

Will he, so wise, let loose at once his ire,

Belike through impotence, or unaware,
To give his enemies thar wish, and end
Them in his anger, whom his anger saves

To punish endless? Wherefore cease we then-?

Say' they who counsel war; We are decreed, 1(50

Keserv'd, and destin'd to eternal woe;
Whatever doing, what can we suffer more,
What can we surfer worse? Is this then worst

;

Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in. arms-?
W hat i when we fled amain, pursu'd and struck

With heavVs afflicting thunder, and besought
The deep to shelter us ? this hell then seem'd
A refuge from those wounds: or, when we lay
1'hain'd on the burning lake ? that sure was worse.
What if the breath that kindled those grim fires, 1 7O

137. 1 Tim. vi. 16. Inha- it deep and large, the pile there-

biting light inaccessible. of is fire and much \vood: the
170. Is. xxx. 33. Tbphet is breath of Jehovah,, like a slrenm-

erdain'd vXold* He luith, made of brimstone, dolh kindle U.
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-A wakM, should blow them into sevenfold rage,
And plunge us in the flames? Or,. from above.
Should intermitted vengeance arm again

[His red right-hand io plague us r Vv hat if all

'Her stores were open a, and this firmament 175
TOf hell should spout her cataracts of fire?
!

Impendent horrors ! threatening hideous fall-

One day upon our heads; while \vc perhaps
Designing or exhorting glorious war,

("aught, in a iiery tempest shall be huiTd 180
F.ach on his rock transrix'd, the sport and prey
Of racking whirlwinds : or forever sunk
Vmler yon boiling ocean, \rrap 'd in chains;
There to con.verse with everlasting groan?,

Unrespitecl, unpitied, unreprievVi, 185,

Ages of hopeless end.? this would be worse.
War therefore, open or conceul'd, alike

My voice dissuades: for what can force or guile
\V ith him, .or who deceive his mind, whose eve
Views all things-atom? view : He from heav'n's height-
All these our motions vain, sees and derides: 191
Not more almighty to resist our might,.
Than wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles*

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heav'n
Thus trampled, thus expelHd, to sutler here ][)5:

Chains and these torments? Better these than worse,

By my advice; since fate inevitable

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree,
The victor's will. To suffer, as to do,
Our strength is .equal,. nor. the law. unjust. 200
That so ordains: this -was at first resolv'd,
If we were wise, against so great. a foe

Contending, and so doubtful what might fall.

I laugh, when those who.at the spear. are bold
And vent'rous, if that fail them, shrink, and fear 205

3V>1. Ps. ii..4. He that sitleth li'-vah shall have them in derir-
iu the htwfeiis shall lau-rlu Jt> sioa.
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What yet they know must follow, to endure

Exile, or ignominy, or bonds,, or pain,,

The sentence of their conqu'ror: This is now
Our doom! which it' we can sustain and bear,,

<Hir supreme foe, iu time, may much remit CIO
His anger; and perhaps thus far reniQv'd,

Not mind us not offending, satisfy'd-

With what is punish 'd
;
whence these raging res

Will slacken* if his breath stir not their flumes.

Our purer essence then will overcome 15

Their noxious vapour ;
or inur'd, not feel-;

Or chang'd at length, and to the place conform
1

*!

In. temper, and in nature, will receive

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain.
This horror will grow mild, tins darkness, light: Q
Besides what hope the never-ending flight,
Of future clays-may bring, what chance, what change
Worth waiting, since our present lot appears
For happy, though but ill

;
for ill, not. worst ;

If we procure not to ourselves more wot:.. - 25

Thus Belial with words eioth'd in reason's garb
CounsePd ignoble ease, and peaceful sloth,

Not peace : and after him thus
Either to disinthrone the king of heav'n

We war, if war be best, or to regain 30
Our own right lost : him to unthrone \ve then

May hope, when everlasting fate shall yield
To tickle chance, and chaos judge the strife:

The former vain to hope, argues as vain

The latter : for what place can be for us CflS

Within hcavVs bound, unless heaven's Lord su-

We overpow'r ? Suppose he-should relent, [preine
And publish grace to all, on promise made
Of new subjection; with what eyes could we
Stand in his presence humble, and receive 240

210 Ps. x. 11. Tie hath said tercth.himself in his own eyes.
in his heart, God hath forgotten. ^0 Isaiah xlii. 16. L will- 1Y xxxvi. :i. lie lit.t- make daiknes* light.
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Strict laws impos'd, to celebrate his throne
"With warbled hymns, and to his rod heat! sing
Fore'd hallehijr'.h^r while he lordly nits

Our en vied sov'reipi, and his als&r breathes-

.Ambrosial odor.rs, and anbr- rs, 245
Our servile offerings! This imi.st be our task

In heav'n, this- our delight; how wearisome

Lteriiiryso spent, in worship paid
To \\ hum we hate ! Let us net then pursue
By force impossible, by leave obtain

!

d 250

Unacceptable, though in heav'n, our state

Of splendid vassalage ;
but rather seek

Our own, good from ourselves, and from our own
Live to ourselves ; though in this vast recess,,

Free/ and to none accountable
; preferring

Hard liberty before the easy yoke
Of servile pornp. Our greatness will appear
Then most conspicuous, when great.things of S

Vscful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse
TVe can create

;
and in what place soe'er 2C0

Thrive under evil,, and work ease out of pain
Through labour and indurance. This deep world
Of darkness do we dread ? How oft amidst
Thick clouds and dark doth heav'n's all-ruling sire

Chuse to reside, his glory unobscur'd-?. '''

firf$

And with the majesty of darkness round
Covers histhrone ; from whence deep thunders roar

Must'ring their rage, and heav'n resembles hell .?

As he our darkness, cannot we his light
Imitate when we please ? This desert soil 27Q
Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold;
ISor want we skill or art, from whence to raise

1M7. Mai. i. 13. What a
.

clouds of the skies ; Jehovah
meanness is it i also thundered iu the heavens^
V&L Ps. xviii. 11. 1.3. He and the Highest cave his voice,

made darkness his secret place :. hail-stones and coals of lire.

}is pavilion Tound about him I's. xcvii. 1'. Clouds ;.nd

m.tre .dark waters and thick daik-ness are round about Liuu
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Magnificence; and what can heav'n shew moror
Our torments also may in length of time

Become oar elements ; these pletcing -ires <275

As soft as now severe, our temper changed
into their temper; which must needs remove
The sensible of pain. A\\ things invite

To peaceful counsels, and the settled state

Of order, how in safety best we may -'233

Compose our present evils, with regard
.Of what we are, and were

; dismissing quite
All thoughts of war : ye have what L a<tvis?.

Pie scarce had finislvd, when such murmur ft 1 I'd

Th' assembly, as when hollow rocks retai-n -85
The sound of blust'ring winds, which all night long-
Had .rous'd the sea, now with hoarse cadence lull'

Seafaring men o'erwatch'd, whose bai'k by chanee>
Or pinnace, anclvors in a craggy bay
After the tempest : Such applause was Tiearcl 2Q0
As Mammon ended, and his sentence pieas'd.

Advising peace : for, such another field

They dreaded worse than hell: so much the fear
Of thunder, and the sword of Michael,

Wrought still within them; and no less desire

To found this nether empire, which might rise

By policy, and long process of time,
In emulation opposite to hea'v'n.

Which when Bel/.tbub pereeivM (than whom,
Satan except, none higher sat) with grave 30O

Aspect he rose, and in his rising seemM
A pillar of state; <L"jp on his r /on t engraven,
Deliberation sat, and public cure ;

And prihceiy counsel in his face yet shone,
Majestic tiu>ugh

vm ruin ! sage lie stood, 305
With Atlantean shoulders fit" to bear
The weight of mightiest monarchies

;
his look

300. Matt. xii. 24. Uehe- 3(>-J. Oa!. ii. 9. Who
bub the prince of the devil*. to be pillars.
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Drew audience, and attention still as night,
Or suuiulei's noon-tide air; while thus he spake i:

j

Thrones, and imperial pow'rs, offspring of heav'n,
Ethereal virtvies ! or these titles now Sli
Must we renounce, and changing stile, he call'd

Princes of hell? for, so the popular vote

Inclines, here to continue, and build up here
A growing Ciiipi re; doubtless! while we dream, 31-5

And know not that the king of heaven hath doom'd
This place our dungeon; not our safe retreat

Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt
From heav'n's hiini jurisdiction, in new league
Bandad against his throne: hut to remain ^30*

lu strictest bondage, though thus far remov'd,
1 nder th' inevitable curb, reserv'd

His captive multitude: for he, he sure,
In height, or depth, still tirst and last will reign
Sole king, mid of his kingdom- lose no part

^

By our revolt; but over hell extend
Bis empire, and with iron sceptre rule

Us here, as with his golden those in heav'n.
What sit we then projecting peace and war ?

War hath determin'd us, and foil'd with loss

Irreparable ;
terms of peace yet none

Youehsuf 'd, or sought ;
for what peace will be given

To us enslav'd, hut custody severe,
And stripes, and arbitrary punishment
Inflicted? and what peace can we return? S35-

But, to our pow'r, hostility, and hate,
Uutmn'd reluctance, and revenge ; though slowr
Yel ever plotting how the conqueror least

ISlay reap his conquest; and may least rejoice
In doing; what we most in suffering feel? 340
l\or \vill occasion want, norshali we need
With dangerous expedition, to invade

:>'J4. Rom. via. 39. Nor 52>V. Esther, y. 2. The goldem
freight u r;r d<-pth. sceptre.

3^7. J.Y ii. y. A rod of irou.
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Iloav'n, \vhosc. high walls fear no assault or siege
Or ambush frotn'the deep. \Vhat if we find

Soiuc easier enterprise '. There is a place, 3-1&

( If ancient and prophetic fame in heav'n,

JLrr not') another world, the happy seat

Of some new racecalTd man, about this time.

To be created like to us, though less

In pow'r and excellence, but iavour'd more 35O
Of him who rules above

;
so was his will

Pronoune'd among the Gods, aitd by an oath,
That shook heav'n. 's whole circumference, coiitinii'cL

Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn

What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 3.55

OK substance, how eudu'd, and what their pow'r,
And where their weakness, how attempted best,

By force, or subtlety. Though heav'n be shut,
And heav'n 's high arbitrator sit secure
In his own strength, this place may lie expDa'd
The utmost border of his kingdom, left

To their defence who hold it: here perhaps
Some advantageous act may be atchiev'd

By sudden onset, either with hell fire

To waste his whole creation; or possess
All as our own, and drive (as we were driven)
The puny habitants; or if not drive,
Seduce them to our party, that their God
May prove their foe, and with repenting hand
Abolish his own works. 'Ihis would surpass 370:

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy
In our confusion, and our joy u praise
In his disturbance; \vhen his darling sons,

, liurlM headlong to partake with us, shall curse
'iheir frail original, and laded bli^s; 375

545. Prov. viii. ^:>, 31. I was 552. Heb. vi. 17. Confirmed
get up trum

everittftttug, Jroiu it lv an oal:.
the beginning, rejoicing in the :}'<>9. IJIMI. vi.7. A".d it re-

ImUtabif part oHus earth
; and pei:tcl JehnvKh-thathe iudmade

nry deli-liii \eie \ilL lUc suns mt:i ou the furtl^
<H UiVl*.
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Faded so soon ! Advise if this be worth

.Attempting, or to sit in darkness here

Hatching vain empire's. Thus Bel /chub
Pleaded his devilish counsel, first devis'd

By Satan, and in part propos'd: for whence,
.But from [he author of all ill, could spring
So deep a rnjujj^.to confound the race MA*
Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell

To mingle and involve,, done all to spite
The great Creator r But their spite still serves 38>
His glory to augment. The bold design
Plcas'd highly those infernal states, and joy
Sparkled in their eyes; with full assent

They vole: where at his speech he thus renew* r

Well have ye jndg'd, well ended long debate, 390
Synod of Gods.1

'

and, like to what ye are,
Great things resolvYl : which from the lowest deep
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate,

Nearer our ancient seat; perhaps hi view [arms,.
Of those bright confines, whence with neighb'ring,
And opportune excursion, we may chance 3H->

lie-enter heav'n
;
or else, in some mild zone

Dwell not un visited of heav'n *s fair light,

Secure, and at the bright'ning orient beam
Purge off this gloom ;

the soft delicious air, 400
To heal the scar of these corrosive fires, [send
Shall breathe her balm. But first whom shall we
In search of this new world? whom shall we find

Sniticient? who shall tempt with wund'ring feet

The dark, unbottom'd, infinite abyss, 4(X>

And through the palpable obscure find out

Bis uncouth way; or spread his airy flight,

Upborne with indefatigable wings
Over the vast abrupt, "ere he arrive

The happy isle? What strength, what art can

Suffice, or what evasion bear him sale [then 410

&87. IJabak, iii. 14. Their rejoicing to devour the poor secretly.
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Through the strict senteries and stations thick

OF angels watching round? Here he hud need

Ail cireumspectioii; and we now no less

Choice in our suffrage ; tor, on whom we send) 4 1;3

The weight or' all, and our last hope, relies-.

This .said, he. sat; and expectation .held

His look suspense,, a waiting who appcar'd

^"o second, or oppose, or undertake

The perilous attempt: but all sat mute, 420

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts; and each

In others coiint'nance read his own dismay,
Astonish'd ! None, among the choice and prime
Or' those hcav'u-wai ring champions, could be found

feo hardy, as to proffer, or accept 45
.Alone, the dreadful voyage; till at last

Satan, whom r.ow transcendent glory rais'd

Above his fellows, with monarchal pride
(Conscious of highest worth) unmov'd thus spake".
O progeny of heav'n, empyreal thrones! 4*>0

With reason hath deep silence, and demur,
Sciz'd us, though undismay'd: long is the way
And hard, that out oi' hell leads up to light ;

f)ur prison strong: this huge convex of rire,

Outrageous to devour, immures us round 435

Ninefold; and gates of burning adamant
Barr'd over us, prohibit all egress-.
These pas.^'d (if any pass) the void profound
Of unessential night receives him next
Wide gaping! and with utter loss of being 440
Threatens turn, plung'tl in that abortive gulplu
If thence he 'scape into whatever world,
Or unknown region, what remains him less

Than unknown dangers, and as hard escape?
lint I should ill become this throne, O peers! 445
And this imperial sovereignty, adorn'd
With splendor, arm'd with pow'r, if ought propos'j

4-1-6, 447. See the soncs of b.VII .601 ; and on Redemption
tlie .good augcls on Creation, b, IIL 37x iu 416,
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And judg'd of public moment, in the shape
Of difficulty, or danger, could deter

Me from attempting. Wherefore do I assume 450
These royalties, and not refuse to reign,

Refusing to accept as great a share

Of hazard, as of honour, due alike

To him who reigns, and so imich to him due
Of hazard more, as he above die rest 4/>5

High honour'd sits? Go therefore, mighty pow'rs !

T-error of heav'n, though fall'n ! intend at home,
(While here shall bennr home) what best may ease

The present misery, and render hell

More tolerable; if there be cure, or charm, 4^)0

To respite, or deceive, or slack the pain
Of this ill mansion : intermit noAvateh

Against a wakeful foe, while 1 abroad,

Through all the coasts of dark destructions-seek
IJciiverance for us all: this enterprise 465
None shall partake with me. Thus saying rose

The monarch, ami prevented all reply,

Prudent, lest, from his resolution rais'd.

Others among the chief might offer now
(Certain to be refus'd) what, erst they fearVl

; 470
And so refus'd, might in opinion stand

His rivals; winning cheap the high repnte,
"Which he through hazard huge must earn. But they
Dreaded not more th' adventure, than his voice

Forbidding^ and at once with him they rose ; 47<3

Their rising all at once was as the sound
Of thunder heard remote. Tow'rds him they bend
With awful reverence prone ;

and as a God
I^xtol him equai to the highest in heav'n :

Nor faii'd they to ex press how muchthey prais'd, 480
That for the general safety he despis'd
His own ; (for neither do the spirit* -damnM
Lose aii their virtue; lest bad men should boast

483. Kph. ir. 8, <>. T?y grace of work*, -kst ^ny man should
are j-oii

saved Uivugh f.ikh; not boast.
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Their specious floods on earth, which glory excites;

Or close ambition varnish 'd o'er with zeal.) 485

Thus they their doubtful consultations dark

Ended, rejoicing in their matchless chiefs

As when from mountain-tops the dusky clouds

Ascending, \\ bile the north-wind sleeps, o'cr-sprcad
tHeav'n's'cheerfirl face, the krw'jring element 49<)

Scowls o'er the darken'd landscape snow, or shower ;

If c'hxince the radiant sun with tarewel sweet

Extend hisev'ning beam, the fields revive,

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds

Attest their joy, that hill ami valley rings. 495
O shame to men ! Devil with devil -damn'd

Firm concord holds, men only disagree
Of creatures rational, though uncfet hope
Of heav'nly grace : antl, Gotl proclaiming peace,
Vet live in hatred, 'enmity, and strife 500

Among themselves, and levy cruel wars,

Wasting the earth, -each other to destroy :

As if (which -might induce us to accord)
Man had not hellish foes enough besides,

That, day andjiight, for his destruction wait. 505
The Stygian council thus dissolved

;
and forth

In order came the grand infernal peers:
Midst came their mighty -paramount, and seem 'd

Alone tir antagonist ofbeav'n, nor less

Than hell's dread emperor, -with pomp supreme, 510
And'God-like imitated state, llifn round
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd,
With bright imbla^onry, and horrent arms.

Then, -of their session euckd they bid cry

4t>5. Luke ii. 14. Glory to -thou .done ? The voice of 'thy
Gott in t lit-

-lii^hcst,
aiul cuifarth brother's blood crieth to me from

peace, good \vill tourUs men. the ground.

Eph. ii. 17. JIc came and 501. 1 Pet. v. 9. Your advcr-

pr-eachcd peace to vou which sary the devil, as a ruariag tic.>n,

,werc afar olF, and to them that valkeih about, *
coking ivhoiu he

were niglu ui ;i v devour.
001. -Ocu, iv, 10. \Yljnt hast
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With tUnapets regal sound the great result: 515
Tow'rds the four \\ii-d.s ibur speedy cherubim
Put to their mouths the sounding alehymy,
fry herald's voice explain'd: the hollow a'byss
Heard far and wide,, and all the host of hell

\V i th dcarning shout re Uirn'd the* : loud aecl aim. 520
Thence more at case their i. :id somewhat

rais'd

By false presumptuous hope, the raii-- d ,ow'rs

Disband^ and Wijnd'nng. each his several Wi.y
Pursues, as inclination or sad choice

Leads him perpIe.Vd, where hen. ay likeliest find 52#
Truee to -his restless Ll-oughts, and entci tain

The irksome hours, till his great chief return.

( Part on the plain, or in the air sublime

V'pon the \ving, or in swift race contend,

.jAs at th' Olympian gaUies or Py thian fields : 530
Part cnrb their fiery steeds, or shun the goal
"HA' ith rapid wheels, or fronted brigades fonm
.As when, to warn proud cities, v\ ar appears

Wag'd in the troubled sky, and armies rush

To hati!e in the clouds; before each van .535

.Prick forth the airy knights, and couch thtir spear*
Till thickest legions close; with feats of arms
From either end of heav'n tire welkin burns.

Others, with vast Typlxvan rage, more icll !

Kend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 540
In whirlwind: hell scarce holds the wikl uproar.
-As when Alcides from Oechaiia erown\l
With con Guest, felt th' envcnonvd robe, and tore

Through pain up by the roots Thessalian pines ;

AiVd Lie has from the top of Oeta threw o4o
Into th' Kuboic sea. Others more mild,
Retreated in a silent valley, sing
VAith notes angelical to many a harp
Their own heroic deeds, and hapk'ss fall

I'y doom of battle: and complain that fate 550*

I'"ree virtue should inthral to iorce, or chance.

Their song was partial ;
but the haiinony
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(What could it less when spirits immortal sing?)

Suspended hell, and took with ravishment

The thronging audience. In discourse more sweetj

(For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense)ac*$
Others apart sat on a hill retir'd,

In thoughts more elevate, and reasoned high,
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate;
Fix'd fate, free will, foreknowledge ahsolute;
And found no end, in wand'ring mazes lost.

Of good, and evil, much they argued then,
Of happiness, and final misery,
Passion, and apathy, and glory, and shame:
Vain wisdom all, and i'alse philosophy!
Yet, with a pleasing sorcery, could charm
Pain for a while, or anguish; and excite

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdurate hreast

With stubborn patience, as with triple steel.

Another part, in squadrons and gross bands,
On bold adventure to discover wide
That dismal world (if any clime perhaps
Might, yield them easier habitation) bend
Four ways their flying march, along the banks
Of four infernal rivers, that disgorge
Into the burning lake their baleful streams;
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate;
Sad Acheron of sorrow; black and deep!
Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud

Heard on the rueful stream: fierce Phlegeton,
Whose waves of torrent fire inflame with rage.
Tar off from these, a slow and silent stream,
'Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls

Her wat'ry labyrinth, whereof who drinks,
Forthwith his former state and being forgets, 58$'

Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure and pain.

560. The studies of the school 56-> f.Vl. ii. . JW;rr '<-,!

men and metaphysicians. any ini'.ii spoil you tlirou^li
:>(>!. The subjects of dispu- philosophy and vaiu deceit,

,

tatiou amuiig ihc Ucathea plulo-

4pliers.

D
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Beyond this flood a frozen continent

Lies dark, and wild; beat with perpetual storms

Or' whirlwind, and dire hail
;
which on firm land

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems 5[K>

Or' ancient pile; all else, deep snow and ice;

A gulph profound ! as that ISerbonian hog
Betwixt Damiata and mount C.asius old,

Where armies whole have sunk; the parching air

Burns frore, and cold performs th' effect of tire. 595
Thither by harpy-footed furies hal'd

At certain revolutions, nil the damn'd
Are brought; and feel by turns the bitter change
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce!

From beds of raging lire to starve in ice 600
Their soft ethereal warmth, and there to pine
Immoveable, infix"d,and frozen round,
Periods of time; thence hurried back to fire.

They ferry over this Lethean sound
Both to and fro, their sorrow to augment, 605

And wish, and struggle as they pass, to reach

The templing stream, with one small drop to lose

In sweet forgetfulness all pain and woe,
All in one moment, and so near the brink ;

But fate withstands, and to oppose th' attempt 610
Medusa with Gorgonian terror guards
The ford, and of itself the water flics

All taste of living wight ;
as once it fled

The lip of Tantalas. Thus roving on

.In confus'd march forlorn th'advent'rous bands, 615
.With shudd'ring horror pale, and eyes aghast,
View'd first their lamentable lot, and found

No rest : through many a dark and dreary v^ale

They pass'd, and many a region dolorous,
O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 620

Koeks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of

A universe of death! which God by curse [death ;

Created evil
;
for evil only good,

625, Is, iv, 5, 7. I create evil.
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Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds

Perverse, all' monstrous, all prodigious things, 6 (2

Ahominable, inalterable; and worse
Than rabies yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd^

Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire.

Meanwhile the adversary of God and man,
Satan, with thoughts intiam'd of highest design, 630
Puts on swift wings, and tow'rds the gates of hell

Explores his solitary flight; sometimes
lie scours the right-hand coast, sometimes the left:

I^ow shaves with level wing the deep; then soars

Up to the fiery concave tow'ring high. 03-5

As when far oif at sea a fleet descry'd

Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds
Close sailing from Bengala, or the isles

OfTernate, andTidore, whence merchants bring
Their spicy drugs: they on the trading flood t)40

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape
Ply, stemming nightly tow'rd the pole : so seem'd
Far off the flying fiend". At last appear
Hell bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof ;

And thrice threefold the gates; three folds wsre
Three iron, three of adamantine rock

; [brass.

Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, (J4-7

Yet unconsum'd. Before the gates there sat

On either side a formidable shape;
The one seem'd woman to the waist, and fair

;
6<X)

But ended foul in many a scaly fold,
Voluminous and vast! a serpent arrn'd

With mortal sting: about her middle round
A cry of hell-hounds never censing bark'd
With wide Cerberian mouths full loud, and rung G55A hideous peal : yet, when they list, would creep,
If ought disturb'd their noise, into her womb,
And kennel there; yet there stillbark^andhowl'd
Within, unseen.

'

Far loss abhorred than these

f>5:i. The sting of death is 658. The clamour* of an
15411 evil conscience*

D 2
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Vex'tl Scylla, ba tiling in the sea that parts 666
Calabria from the hoarse Trinacrian shore:

I\ or uglier follow the night-hag, when call'd

In sceret, riding through the air she comes
Lur'd with the smell of infant hlood, lo dance
With Lapland witches, while the lab'ring moon 665

Eclipses at their charms. The other shape
(If shape it might be call'd, that shape had none

Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb;
Or substance might be call'd that shadow seem'd,
For each seem'd either ;) black it stood as night 670
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell,

.And shook a dreadful dart; what seem'd his head
The likeness of a -kingly crown had on.

Satan was now at hand, and from his seat

The monster moving, onward came as fast 675 .

With horrid strides; hell trembled as he strode.

Th' undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd;
Admir'd, not fear'd

;
God and his Son except,

Created thing nought valued he, nor shunn'd;
And with disdainful look thus first began : 680
Whence and what art thou ! execrable shape !

That dar'st, though grim and terrible, advance

Thy miscreated front athwart my way
To yonder gates? through them I mean to pass,
That be assur'd, without leave ask'd of thee: 685

Retire, .or taste thy folly, and learn by proof,
Hell-born ! not to contend with spirits of heav'n.

To whom the goblin full of wrath reply 'd
;

Art thou that traitor-angel, art thou he, 089
Who first broke peace in heav'n, and faith, till then,

Unbroken; and in proud rebellious arms
Drew after him the third part of heav'n's sons

Conjur'd against the Highest; for which both thou

672. -Job, xviii. 14. The 692. Rev. xii. 4. The dragon
ting of terrors. drew the third part of the stars

Job, xxiv. 17. The ter- of heaven, and cast them to tlus

rors of the shadow of death. earth.
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And they, outcast from God, are here condenln'd
To- waste eternal days in woe and pain ? 6'95

And reckon'st thou thyself with spirits of heav'n,
Hell-dooni'd ! and breath'st defiance here and scorn,
'Where I reign king, and to enrage thee more,

Thy king, and lord? Back to thy punishment,
False fugitive! and to thy speed- add wings; TOO
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue

Thy ling'ring; or with one stroke of this dart

Strange horror seize thee, and pang's nnfelt before .-,

So spake the grisly- Terror, and in shape,
(So speaking, and so threatening) grew tenfold 705
More dreadful and deform. On th' other side

Incens'd with indignation Satan stood

Unterrify'd ;
and like a comet burn'd,

That fires the length of Ophiucus huge
In th' arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 710;
Shakes pestilence and war. Each at the head
Level'd his deadly aim

;
their fatal hands

No second stroke intend; and such a frown
Each cast at th' other, as when two black cloud,
With heav'n's artillery fraught, come rattling on
Over the Caspian; then stand front to front

'

715-

Flov'ring a space, till winds the signal blow
o join their dark encounter in mid air:

So frown'd the mighty combatants, that hell

(>rew darker at their frown
;.
so match'd they stood-;

For never but once more was either like 721
To meet so great a fee. And now great deeds

f
Had been atchiev'd, whereof all hell had rung,
Had not the snaky sorceress that sat

Fast by hell-gate, and kept the fatal kev, 7C5

701. 1 Kings, xii. 11. Chas- I will be thy destruction.
tised you with whips -with scor- Hcb. ii. 14. He took

pious. part of flesh and blood, that
TSt. Is. xxv. 8. Ho will through -death lie might dcstror

Vvallow up death in victory. himlLnt had the power ut deatlv
Hos. xiii, 11. O death, that is the devil.

L\>;'l be thy- plague.'* : O grave,

i) 3
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Ris'n, and with hideous outcry rpsh'd between.
O Father! what intends thy hand,- she cry'd,

Against thy only Son? What fury, O Son,
Possesses thee, to bend that mortal dart

Against thy Father's head r and know'st for whom ;

For him who sits above, and laughs the while 731
At thee, ordain'd his drudge, to execute
Whatever his wrath, which he calls justice, bids;
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both !

She spake, and at her words the hellish pest 755

Forbore; then these to her Satan returned.

So strange thy outcry, and thy words so strange
Thou interposest, that my sudden hand

Prevented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds
What it intends; till first I know of thce 740
AVhat thing thou art, thusdouble-form'd; and why,
In this infernal vale first met, thou call'st

Me father, and that phantom call'st my son;
I know thee not, nor ever saw till now

Sight more detestable than him, and thee. 745
T ' whom thus the portress of hell-gate reply'd :

Hast thou forgot me then, and do I seem
3N'ow in thine eye so foul? once deem'd so fair

In heav'n ! when at th' assembly, and in sight
Of all the Seraphim, with thee combin'd 7-

In bold conspiracy against heav'n's king,
All on a sudden miserable pain

Surpriz'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swum
In darkness; while thy head flames thick and fast

Threw forth
;

till on the left side op'ning wide, 7

Likest to thce in shape, and count'nance bright,
Then shining heav'nly fair, a goddess arm'd,
Out of thy head I sprung: amazement seiz'cl

All th' host of heav'n; back they recoil'd, afraid

At first, and call'd me SIN
;
and for a sign 7^0

Portentous held me; but familiar grown

760. James, i. 15. When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth

in> and sin, when it is finished, bringeth fortk death,
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:->

I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won
The most averse, thee chiefly, who full oft

(Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing)
Becam'st enamour'd, and such joy thou took^st 7v
With me in secret, that my womb conceiv'd

A growing burthen. Meanwhile war arose,

And fields were fought in heav'n
;
wherein remain'd

(For what could else?) to' our almighty foe

Clear victory ; to our part loss, and rout,, 770

Through all the empyrean : down they fell

Driv'n headlong, from the pitch of heav'n, down
Into this deep ;

and in the general fall

1 also; at which time this pow'rful key
Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 775
These gates for ever shut, which none can pass
"Without my op'ning. Pensive here I sat

Alone, but long 1 sat not, till my womb,
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown,
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes! 7SO
At last this odious offspring whom thou seest,
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way
Tore through my entrails; that with fear and pain,
Distorted,, all rny nether shape thus grew
Transformed : but he, my inbred enemy 785
Forth issuing, brandishing his fatal dart,
Made to destroy: I fled, and cry'cl out DEATH!
Heil trembl'd at the hideous name, and sigh'd
From all her caves, and back resounded, Death !

I tied, but he pursu'd (though more, it seems, 790

^Inflam'd with lust than rage) and, swifter far!

'Me overtook, his mother, all dismay'd;
And in embraces forcible, and foul,

Ingend'ring with me, of that rape begot
These yelling monsters; that with ceaseless cry 79J
Surround me, as thou saw'st; hourly conceiv'd,
And hourly born, with sorrow infinite

T94. Job. xviii. 13. The first-born of death shall devour h-
strength.

1)4
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To me! for, when they list, into the womb
That bred them they return

;
and howl, and gnaw

My bowels, their repast; then bursting forth,, SCO
.Afresh with conscious' terrors vex me round,

rest, or intermission, none I find.

Before mine eyes in opposition sits

Grim Death, my son, and foe; who sets- them" on,
And me his parent would full soon devour 805
For want of other prey, but that be knows
His end with mine-involved; and knows that I.

Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane,
Whenever that shall be; so fate pronovmc'd.
But thou, O father J I forewarn thee, shun S1O
His deadly arrow; neither vainly hope
To be invulnerable in those bright arms,

Though temperd heavenly; for that mortal dint,
Save he who reigns above, none can resist!

She finished, and the subtle fiend his lore 815
Soon learn'd,now milder, and thus answer'd smooth ,

Dear daughter ! since thou claim'st me for thy sire,

And my fair son here shew'st me (the dear pledge
Of dalliance had with thee in heav'n, and joyg
Then sweet, now sad to mention, thro' dire change
Befall'n us, unforeseen, un-thought of!) know &21

1 come no enemy, but to set free

From out this dark and dismal house of pain,
Both him, and thee, and all the heav'nly host

Of
spirits-,

that (in our just pretences arm'd) 825
Fell with us* from on high: from them I go*
This uncouth errand sole

;
and one for all

Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread

Th' unsounded deep, and thro' the void immense
To search with wand'ring quest a place foretold 83Q
Should be, and, by concurring signs,, ere now
Created, vast and round; a place of bliss

S01. Hob. x. 27. A fearful 820. Is. xvii. II. Tliehar-

<4ook;ng for of judgment,, and vest a heap in the day of grief,

fccry iu.dignation.
and of despcr^c sorrow.
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Ln the purlieus of heav'n, and therein plac'd'
A race of upstart creatures, to supply

Perhaps our vacant room ; though more remov'd,835
-

Lest heav'n surcharg'd with potent multitude

Might hap to move new broils : Be this, or ought
Than this more secret, nowdesign'd, 1 haste

To know
;
and this once known, shall soon return,

And bring you to the place where thon, and Death,
Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 84<1

Wing silently the buxom air, embahn'd
With odours

;
there ye shall be fed, and iili'd

Immeasurably, all things shall be your prey.
He ceas'd, for both seem'd highly pieas'd, and

Death
Grinn'd horrible a ghastly smile, to hear 845
His famine should be fill'd

;
and blest his maw

Destin'd to that good hour: no less rejoic'd
His mother bad, and thus bespake her sire.

The key of this infernal pit by due, 8J>0

And by command of heav'n 's all-pow'rful king
I keep ; by him forbidden to unlock
These adamantine gates ; against all force

Death ready stands to interpose his dart,
Fearless to be o'ermatch'd by living might.- 85&'
But what owe 1 to his commands above
\ - I

1 hates me, and hath hither thrust me down-
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, ,

To sit in hateful oiHce here confin'd,.
Inhabitant of lu'iiv'n, and hcav'nly-bonr^ 8fO>
Here in perpetual aphony, and pain,-
With terrors, and with clamours cornpass'd round,
Of mine own brood, that on my. bowels feed ?

Thou art my father, thou my author, thou

My being guv'st me; whom should J obey 8f5"

ai-i. Gen. iii.- 1?. Cur < .1 PH. xlix. 14. Dei.tix
ir- the t-ro-.^ui fur thy sake. shall feed on them.

. Rom. viii. L>*. The J'i7. Jcr. xiiv. 4. Oh du n<rt

creation groanet^, and this abominable tUiug tuat I
vlh in

p-viiu together. hate.

D 5;
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But thee ? whom follow ? them wilt bring me soon
To that new world of light and bliss, among
The Gods who live at ease, where I shall reign
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beseems

Thy daughter, and thy darling, without end. 870
. Thus saying, from her side the fatal key,
Sad instrument of all our woe ! she took;
And tow'rds the gate rolling her bestial train,

Forthwith the huge portcullis high up-drew ;

Which but herself, not all the Stygian pow'rs 87
Could once have mov'd

;
then in the key-hole turns

Th' intricate wards, and every bolt and bar

Of massy iron, or solid rock, with ease

Unfastens: on a sudden open fly
With impetuqus recoil, and jarring sound, 860
Th* infernal doors, and on their hinges grate
Harsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook

' of Erebus. She open'd, but to shut

Excell'd her pow'r; the gates wide open stood,
That with extended wings a banner'd host, 885
Under spread ensignsmarching, might pass through
With horse, and chariots, ranked in loose array;
So wide they stood ! and, like a furnace mouth,
Cast forth redounding smoke, and ruddy flame.

Before their eyes in sudden view appear 890
The secrets of the hoary deep ;

a dark

Illimitable Oem ! without bound, [height,
Without dimension, where length, breadth, and

And time, and place, are lost
;
wlbere eldest Night,

And Chaos, ancestors of Nature, hold
'

89>
Eternal anarchy, amidst the noise

' Of endless wars, and by confusion stand.

For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce,,

868. Sin talks like an epi- any order, and where the light

curean. is as darkness.

8i)U J,h, x. 2. A land of 891 Job. xli.2. One would,

darkness, a h darkness itself, and thiakthe deep. to be hoarj,.
ei' the shadow of deuth, without
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Strive here for mast'ry, and to battle bring
Their embryon atoms

; they around the flag 900
Of each his faction, in their sev'ral elans

Light arm'd, or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift or slow,

Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the sands

Of Barca, or Cyrene's torrid soil,

Levied to side with warring winds, and poise 90-5

Their lighter wings. To whom these most adhejxy
He rules a moment : Chaos umpire sits,

And by decision more embroils the fray,

By winch he reigns : next him high arbiter

Chance governs all. Into this wild abyss, DIG 1

(The womb of nature, and perhaps her grave)
Of neither sea, nor shore, nor air, nor fire,

But all these in their pregnant causes mix'd

Confusedly, andwhich thus must ever fight,

(Unless th' Almighty Maker them ordain, $-15

His dark materials to create more worlds;)
Iiitathis wild abyss the wary fiend

Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd awhile,
Pond'ring his voyage ; (for no narrow frith

He had to cross.) Nor was his ear less peal'd 920
With noises loud, and ruinous (to compare
Great things with small) than when Bellona storms^
With all her batt'ring engines bent to raze

Some capital city; or less than if this frame ;

Of heav'n were falling, and these elements 9<2-
In mutiny had from her axle torn

The steadfast earth. At last his sail-broad vans
He spreads for flight, and in the surging smoke

Uplifted spurns the ground ;
thence many a league,-

As in a cloudy chair ascending, rides 930
Audacious; but that seat soon failing> meets-

r
"

216. Gen i. 2. Darkness vthe host of heaven dissolved*,
was upon theldce of tlu> deep. , The heavens rolled together as a

924. Is. Nxxiv. 4, Rev. vi. scroll. All their host falling
T3, 14 'Every mountain andpdown as the leaf falleUi 0$ the
island moved out ot their places,^ vine.

stars failing to tte cjuth. Allfj

13 6
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A vast vacuity : all unawares

Fiutt'ring his pennons vain, plumb clown he drops
Ten thousand fathom deep ;

and to this hour
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 935
The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud,
Instinct with fire and nitre, hurried him
As many miles aloft: that fury stay'd,
Quench 'd in a boggy Syrtrs, neither sea,
Nor good dry land, nigh founder'd, on he fares,940

Treading the crude consistence, half on foot,
Half flying; behoves-him now both oar and sail. ../

As when a gryphon, through the wilderness

With winged coursex o'er lull, or moory dale,
Pursues the Arimaspian, who by stealth 943
Had from his wakeful custody purloin'd
The guarded gold : So eagerly the fiend [rare,
O'er bog or steep, through strait, rough, dense or

With head, hands, wings, or feet, pursues his way;
And swims, or sinks, or vrados, or creeps, or flies:

At length a universal hubbub wild 951
Of stunning sounds, and voices all confus'd,
13orn6 through the hollow dark, assaults his ear
With loudest vehemence : thither lie plies,
Undaunted to meet there whatever pow r, Q55
Or spirit, of the nethermost abyss,

flight in that noise reside, of whom to ask

Which way the nearest, coast of darkness lies:

Bord'rhig on light; when strait behold the throne
Of Chnos, and his dark pavilion spread 9'>0
Wide on the wasteful deep; with him enthroned
Sat sable-vested Night, eldest of things,
The consort of his reign : and by them stood

Orohus and Ades, and the dreaded name
Of Demogorgon ;

Rumour next, and Chance, 965
And Tumult, and Confusion all embroil'd,
And Discord with a thousand various mouths.

958. Job, xxiviii 19. The place of darkness.
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T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus Ye powers,
And spirits, of this nethermost abyss,

Chaos, and Ancient Night ;
I come no spy 970

With purpose to explore ; or to disturb,

The secrets of your realm
;
but by constraint

Wand'riug this darksome desert, as my way
Lies through your spacious empire up to light,

Alone, and without guide, half lost, I seek, 973
What readiest path leads where your gloomy bounds
Confine with heav'u

;
or if some other place,

From your dominion won, th
7
ethereal king

Possesses lately, thither to arrive

I travel this profound; direct my course; 980
Directed, no mean recompense it brings
To your behoof; if I that region lost,

All usurpation thence expell'd, reduce

To her original darkness; and your sway
(Which is my presentjourney) and once more 985
-Erect the standard there of Ancient Night;
"Yours be th* advantage all, mine the revenge !

Thus Satan
;
and him thus the Anarch old,

With falt'ring speech, and visage incompos'd,
Answer'd. 1 know thee, stranger, who thou art,

That mighty leading Angel, who of late 991
Made head against heav'n's king, tho' overthrown*
1 saw, and heard; for such anutn'rous host

Fled not in silence through the frighted deep, "V

With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995
Confusion worse confounded; and heav'n-gates.
Pour'd out by millions her victorious bands

Pursuing. I upon my frontiers here

Keep' residence; if all I can will serve

That little which is left so to defend, 1000
Kncroach'd on still through our intestine broils,

Weak'ning the sceptre of Old Night: first hell,
Your dungeon, stretching far and wide beneath

;.

Kow lately heav'n, and earth, another world

Hung o'er ray realm, link'd in a golden chain, 1005
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To that side heav'ii from whence your legions fell :

If that way be your walk, you have not far;

So much the nearer danger; go, and speed!
Havoc, and spoil, and ruin are my gain.
He ceas'd ;

and Satan stay'd not to reply, 1010

But glad that now his sea should find a shore,

With fresh alacrity, and force renew'd,

Springs upward, like a pyramid of fire,

Into the wild expanse; and thror h the shock

Of fighting elements, on all 'sides round 1015

Environ'd, wins his way ;
harder beset,

And more endangered, than when Argo pass'd

Through Bosphorus, betwixt the justling rocks:

Or when Ulysses on the larboard shun n'd

Charybdis, and by th' other whirlpool steer'd. 1028

So he with difficulty, and labour hard

Mov'don: with difficulty, and labour he;
But he once past, soon after, when man fell,

Strange alteration! Sin and Death atnain

Following his track (such was the will of heaven !)

Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 1026
Over the dark abyss, whose boiling gulph

Tamely endur'd a bridge of wond'rous length,
From hell continu'd, reaching th' utmost orb

Of this frail world; by which the spirits perverse
With easy intercourse pass to and fro, 1031

To tempt or punish mortals, except whom
God and good Angels guard by special grace.

But now at last the sacred influence

Of light appears, and from the walls of heav'n

Shoots far into the bosom of dim Night 103&
A glimmering dawn ; here Nature first begins
Her farthest verge, and Chaos to retire,

As from her outmost works a broken foe,

1026. Malt. vii. 13. Wide 1033. Heb-. i. 14. Are they,
i* the gate, and broad is the. way not all ministering spirits, sent

that io'-ideth lu destruction, and forth to minister for them who

jfwuy there be that go ia thereat, siuill be belts of salvation ?
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With tumult less, and with less hostile din ; 1046
That Satan with less toil, and now with ease,

Wafts' on the calmer wave by dubious light j

And like a weather-beaten vessel holds

Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn;
Or in the emptier waste,, resembling air, 1015

Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold.
Par off th' empyreal heav'n,. extended vride

In circuit, undeterminal square or round ;

With opal tow'rs; and battlements adcrn'cl

Of living sapphire (once his native seat !) 105^
And fast by, hanging ia a golden chain-,

This pendant world, in bigness as a star

Of smallest magnitude, close by the moon.
Thither full fraught with mischievous revenge,
Aceurs'd, and in a cursed hour Jie bies. 1.03&

ENJ> Or THE SECOND- BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

sitting on his t/rronc sees Satan flying towards this

world, then newly created'; shews him to the Son, who
sat at his right hand; foretels the success of Satan in,

perverting mankind; dears his own justice and wisdom'

from all imputation^ having created wan free and able

enough to have withstood his tempter ; yet declares h&

purpose of grace towards him, in regard he fell not of
his own malice ,

as did Satan, but by him seduced. The.

Son of God renders praises to Ms fatherfor the mani~

Jestation of his gracious purpose towards man; but God
again declares, that grace cannot be extended toward*
man without the satisfaction of divine justice ; man
hath offended the majesty of' God, by aspiring to god
head

,
and therefore with au his progeny devoted to death

must die, unless some one can be found sufficient to an
swerfor his offence, and undergo his punishment. Tie?

Son of Godfreely ojfers himself a ransomfor man: the

Father accepts him ordains his incarnation, pronounces
his exaltation above all names in heaven and earth; com
mands all the angels to adore him; they *bcy, and hymn*
ing their harps in full quires, celebrate the Father and
the Son. Meanwhile Satan alights upon the bare cnn-

vex of this world's outermost orb; where 'wandering he

fast Jinds- a place, since called the Limbo of Vanity;
. what persons and thingsfly up thither ; thence comes to

the gate of heaven, described ascending by stairs, and
the waters above thejirmament that flow about it : His

passage thence to the orb of the sun; he Jinds there

Uriel the rtgent of that orb ; but first changes himself
into the shape of a meaner angel; and pretending a

zealous desire to behold the new creation, and man whom
God had placed here, enquires of him the place cf his

habitation, and is dtfecjedl alight* Jirst on mount
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H.AIL, holy Ifght, offspring of heav'n first-born ?

Or of th' eternal co-eternal beam !

May I express thee unblam'd ? since God is light,

And never but in unapproached light
Dwelt from eternity; dwelt then in thee, &

Bright effluence or' bright essence increatel

Or hear'st thou rather pure ethereal stream,,

Whose fountain who shall tell? before the sun,.

Before the heav'ns thou wert, and at the voice

Of God, as with a mantle didst invest U>-

The rising world of waters dark and deep^
Won from the void and formless infinite.

Thee I re-visit now with holder wing,
Escap'd the Stygian pool, tho' long detain'd

In that obscure sojourn ;
while in my flight 15

Thro' utter and thro* middle darkness borney
With other notes than to th' Orphean lyr>
I sung of Chaos, and eternal jSight ;

Taught by the he&v'nly Muse to venture down
The dark descent, and up to re-ascend 2O

3. 1 John, 1. 5. God is
light,

9. Gen. i. 2, 3. The earth

End iu him is no darkness at all. w.vs without form and void : and
iTttu. vi. 1C*. ^tV.iio only darkness was upon the face of

hath immortality : dwelling in the deep ;
and the Spirit of God

the light which no man can ap- moved upon the face of the

proach unto. waters. And God said, Le.t

8. Job, xxxviii. 19. Where there bo light j.
and there wan.

is the way whore light dwei- light.
tot?



68 PARADISE LOST.
,
Book iff.

Though hard, and rare ! Thee I re-visit safe,
And feel thy sovereign vital lamp ;

but thou
lie-visit'st not these eyes,, that roll in vain

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ;

So thick a drop serene hath quench'd their orbs, 25
Or dim suffusion veil'd ! Yet not the more
Cease I to wander, where the Muses haunt
Clear spring, or shady grove, or sunny hill,

Smit with the love of sacred song; hut chief

Thee, Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 3Q
That wash thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow,

Nightly I visit: nor sometimes forget
Those other two equall'd with ine hi fate,

(So were I equall'd with them in renown !)

Blind Thamyris, and blind Maeonides
; 35

And Tiresias and Phineus, prophets old:
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move
Harmonious numbers; as the wakeful bird

Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert hid
Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year 4O
Seasons return

; but not to me returns

Day, or the sweet approach of ev'n or morn,
Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose,
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine;
But cloud instead, and ever-during dark 45*
Surrounds me ! from the cheerful ways of men
Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair,

Presented with an universal blank
Of nature's works, to me expung'd and ras'd,
And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out! 5O
So much the rather thou, celestial light!

30. Kctlron and Siloah. 44. Gen. i. 27. God created;
" John, xviii. 1. Jesus Adam in his own image,

went forth with his disciples 51. Ps. xxxiv. 5. They looked
over tho brook Cedron. to him, and were lightened*

4'^. Ps. Ixv. 8. Thou makest Ps. xxxvi. 9. In tl:^.
ihe outgoings of the morning light shall we sec light.,
and evening to rejoice.
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Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers
Irradiate; there plant eyes; ail mist from thence

Purge, and disperse; that I may see and tell

Of things invisible to mortal sight.
55

ISow had th
4

Almighty Father from above,

(From the pure empyrean where he sits

High thron'd above all height) bent down his eye,
His own works and their works at once to view ;

About him all the sanctities of heav'n 60
Stood thick as stars, and from his sight receiv'd

Beatitude past utt'rance; on his right
The radiant image of his glory sat,

His only Son : on earth he first beheld
Our two first parents (yet the only two 65
Of mankind) in the happy garden plac'd,

Heaping immortal fruits of joy and love;

Uninterrupted joy, unrivaH'd love,
In blissful solitude. He then surveyed
Hell, and the gulph between, and Satan there 70
Coasting the wall of heav'n on this side night
In the dun air sublime; and ready now
To stoop with wearied wings, and willing feet,
On the bare outside of this world, that seem'd
Firm land embosom 'd, without firmament; 75
Uncertain which, in ocean, or in air.

Him God beholding from his prospect high,
V\ herein past, present, future he beholds,
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake.

,
Only begotten Son ! seest thou what rage 80

Transports our adversary? whom no bounds
Prcscrib'd, no bars of hell, nor all the chains

52. 2 Gor. iv. 6. God, who lifted up.
comnmided the light to shine 62. Heb. i. 3. His son

; the
<U ot durkncss, hath shined in brightness oi' his glory ; sat down
u 'h '

il(>a!'l-s - on the right hand of the Majesty
Eph. i. 18. The eyes of on high.

your understanding being en- 78. Acts, xv. 13. Knon-n
unto God are all his works

)8. Is. vi. 1. I saw Jehovah from the beginning of tit*

PUtiig upon a thrwne, Li^h and world,

5
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Heap'<l on him there, nor yet the main abyss
-

Wide interrupt, can hold? So bent he seems
On desperate revenge, that shall redound 85

Upon his own rebellious head. And now

Through all restraint broke loose, he wings his way
Not far oil' heav'n, in the precincts of light,

Directly tow'rds the new-created world,
And man there plac'd; with purpose to assay 90
If him by force he can destroy, or worse, -

By some false guile pervert; and shall pervert;
For man will hearken to his glozing lies,

And easily transgress the sole command,
Sole pledge of his obedience: So will fall, 9.5

He and his faithless progeny: Whose fault?

Whose but his own? Ingrate! he bad of me
All he could have; I made him just, and right;
Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall.

Such I created all th' ethereal pow'rs, 100
And spirits, both them who stoed, and them who

fail'd;

Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell..

JS
T
ot free, what proof could they have giv'n sincere

Of true allegiance, constant faith, or love,
Where only what they needs must do, appeared ;

105
Not what they would? what praise could they receive?
"What pleasure i from such obedience paid,
When, svill and reason (reason alsais choice)
Useless and vain^ of freedom both despoil'd,
Made passive both, had serv'ct necessity, J 10
Not me? They therefore, as to right belong'd
So \vere created, nor can justly accuse

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate,
As if predestination over-rul'd

Their will, disposed by absolute decree,

96. Ezek. xviii. 25. Hear roan upright.
now, O house of Israel, is not 111. Kev. xv. 3. Just and

my way equal ? Are not your true are thy ways, thou Kiug
ivays unequal ? t>f Saints.

98. Etxleg. vii, 9. God mad*
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Or high foreknowledge : they themselves decreed

Their own revolt, not I : if 1 foreknew,

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault,

A V'hich had no less prov'd certain unforeknown.
lSo without least impulse, or shadow of fate, 120
Or ought hy me immutably foreknow,

.They trespass; authors to themselves in all,

i
Both wluit they judge, and what they chuse

;
for so

I form'd them free, and free they must remain,
Till they inthral themselves; I else must change 1*25

Their nature, and revoke the high degree

'Unchangeable, eternal, which orckin'd

Their freedom; they themselves ordain'd their fall.

The first sort by their own suggestion fell,

Self-tern pted , sclf-deprav'd : Man falls deceived 1 SO

By th' other first: Man therefore shall find grace;
The other none : in mercy and justice both,
Thro' heav'n and earth, so shall my glory excel;
-But mercy, first and last, shall brightest shine.

Thus while God spake, ambrosial fragrance fill'd

AM heav'n, and in the blessed spirits elect 136
Sense of new joy ineffable diffused :

^Beyond compare the Son of God was seen

Most glorious; in him all his Father shone

Substantially express'd; and in his face 140
.Divine compassion visibly appeared,
Love without end, and without measure grace;

132. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Je- .. . Ja. ii. 17. Mercy re-
iiovah the God merciful and joiceth against judgment.
V< arums, long suffering, and 137. Luke, xv. 7, 10. Joy
abundant in goodness and truth : in heaven

; joy in the presence
keeping mercy for thousands ;

of the angels of God.

forgi ving iniquity, and transgres- 139. Ileb. i. 3. The express
sion, and sin

; and that will by image of his person,
no means clear the guilty. 142. John, i. 14. Full of grace.

1-34. Ps. exxxviii. U. Thy John, iii. 34. God giveth

jnercy, O Jehovah, endureth for not the spirit by measure unto

eyer. him.

Micah, vii. 13. He lie- Eph. iii. 8. The uu-

lighteth in mercy. searchable riches, of Christ. .
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Which littering thus he to his Father spake :

O Father ! gracious was that word which clos'd

Thy sov 'reign sentence, thatman should find grace;
For which both heav'n and earth shall high extol

Thy praises with th' innumerable sound 147
Of hymns, and sacred songs, wherewith thy throne

Encompass'd shall resound thee ever blest.

For should man finally be lost, should man 150

Thy creature late so lov'd, thy youngest son,
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd
With his own folly? That be from thee far,

That far be from thee, Father, who art judge
"""Of all things rmide, and judgest only right. 155

_Or shall the adversary thus obtain

His end, and frustrate thine? Shall he fulfil

His malice, and thy goodness bring to nought,
Or proud return (though to his heavier, doom)
Yet, with revenge accomplish'd, and to hell 160
Draw after him the whole race of mankind,

By him corrupted ? Or wilt thou thyself
Abolish thy creation, and unmake,
For him, what for thy glory thou hast made?
So should thy goodness, and thy greatness, both lG5
Be questioned, and blasphem'd without defence.

To whom the great Creator thus reply'd.

O Son, in whom my soul hath chief delight,
Son of my bosom, Son who art alone

My word, my wisdom, and effectual might ! 170
All hast thou spoken as my thoughts are, all

15~L Luke, xv. 13. The my beloved Son, iu whom I am
younger son. well pleased.

153. Gen. xviii. 25. That 169. John, i. 18. The only
be far from thee, to slay the begotten Sou, which is in the

righteous with the wicked : mid bosom of the Father,

that the righteous should be as 170. Ilev. xix. J3. IIi

the wicked
; that be far from name is called The Word of

thee. Shall not the judge of all God.
the earth do right? 1 Cor. i. 24. Christ the

16P>. Mat. iii. 17. And lo, power of God, and the

9, voice from heaven : This is of God



Book III. PARADISE LOST. 73

As my eternal purpose hath decreed:

Man shall not quite be lost, but sav'd who will
;

Yet not of will in him, but grace in me

Freely vouchsafed; once more I will renew 175

His lapsed pow'rs, though forfeit, and inthrall'd

By sin to foul exorbitant desires;

Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand

On even ground against his mortal foe;

By me upheld, that he may know how frail

IHis fall'n condition is, and to me owe
All his deliv'rance, and to none but me.
.Some I have chosen of peculiar grace
Elect above the rest: so is my will :

>;Tlic rest shall hear me call; and oft be warn'd 135
Their sinful state, and to appease betimes

^Th' iucens'd Deity, while offer'd grace
{Invites; for I will clear their senses dark,

[What may suffice, and soften stony hearts

-fTo pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190
To pray'r, repentance, and obedience due,

(Though but endeavour'd with sincere intent)
Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye not shut.

And I will place within them as a guide
My umpire Conscience; whom if they will hear, 1Q.5

[Light
after light well us'd they shall attain,

And to the end persisting, safe arrive.

174. Rom. ix. 16. It is not day of salvation,

of him that willeth, nor of him 189. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. I will

that runneth, but of God that take away the stony heart out of

sheweth niercv. your flesh.

,183. Epli."i. 4, 5, 6. Chosen '191. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. As
us in him before the foundation I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, I

of the world, &c. have no pleasure in the death of
184. Matt. xx. 15. Is it not the nicked, but that the wicked

lawful for me to do what I will turn from his way and live : turn
with mine own? Is thine eye ye, turn ye from your evil ways;
evil, because I am good? for why will you die, O house of

187. 2 Cor. vi. 1, 2. We Israel?
beseech you that ye receive not 197. Matt. x. 22. He that
the grace of God in vain : Now eaduveth to the end shall b.^

is the accepted time; novr is the saved.
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This, my long sufferance, and my day of grace,

They who neglect and scorn, shall never taste;
But hard be hardened, blind be blinded more} 200
That they may stumble on, and deeper fall;

!And none but such from mercy I exclude.

Hut yet all is not done
;
man disobeying,

: Disloyal breaks his fealty, and sins

Against the high supremacy of heaven, <20

; Affecting God-head, and so losing all,

*To expiate his treason hath nought left ;

But to destruction sacred, and devote,
He with his whole posterity must die;
Die he or Justice must; unless for him 2 Id
Some-other able, and as willing, pay
The rigid satisfaction, death for death.

Say, heav'nly pow'rs, where shall we find such love ?

Which of ye will be mortal to redeem
Man's mortal crime; andjust, th' unjust to save? 215
Dwells in all heaven charity so dear?
He ask'd, but all the heav'nly choir stood mute,

And silence was in heav'n : on man's behalf

Patron, or intercessor none appear'd;
Much less that durst, upon his own head draw 220
The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set.

And now without redemption all mankind
Must have been lost, adjudg'd to death and hell

By doom severe, had not the Son of God
(In whom the fullness dwells of love divine) ^25
His dearest mediation thus renew'd.

199. Luke, xiv. 24. None have sinned.

of those men which were bidden 215. 1 Pet. iii. 18. Christ

[and made excuse] shall taste of suffered for sins, .the just for the

my supper. unjust.
206. Gem iii. 5. Ye shall 218. Rev. viii. 1. There was

be as gods. silence in heaven.
209. Roin, v. 12. By one 21&. Is. lix. 16. He saw

man sin entered into the world, that there was no man, aud
and death by sin; and so death wondered that there was no in-

upon all men, for that all tercessor.
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Father ! thy word is past, man shall find grace :

And shall grace not find means, that finds her way,
The speediest of thy winged messengers,
To visit all thy creatures, and to all 230
Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unsought?

Happy for man, so coming ! He her aid

Can never seek, (once dead in sins, and lost)

Atonement for himself, or offering meet,

(Indebted, and undone !) hath none to bring. 235
Behold me then ! me for him, life for life

I offer; on me let thine anger fall
;

Account me man : I for his sake will leave

Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee

I Freely put off, and for him lastly die 40
1 Well pleas'd ;

on me let Death wreak all his rage ;

Under his gloomy pow'r I shall not long
Lie vanquished ;

thou hast giv'n me to possess
Life in myself for ever; by thee I live,

Though now to Death I yield, and am his due,
All that of me can die; yet that debt paid,
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathsome grave
His prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul

For ever with corruption there to dwell:
I But I shall rise victorious, and subdue

My vanquisher, spoil'd of his vaunted spoil:

231, 2 Tim. i. 9. Not ac- 241. John, x. 7. Therefore

cording to our works, but ac- doth my Father love me, because

cording to his own purpose and I lay down my life,

grace. Luke, xxii. 15. With
233. Eph. ii. 1. Dead in sins, desire I have desired to eat this

Luke xix. 10. The passover with you before I suffer.
Son of Man is come to seek and 244. John, v. 26. As tha
to save that which was lost. Father hath life in himself, so

236. Ilcb. x. 9. Lo I come hath he given to the Son tohava
to do thy will, O God. lifc in himself.

239. John, i. 18. The only 249. Ps. xvi. 10. Thou wilt

begotten Son who is in the bosom not leave my soul in hell, neither
cf the Father. suffer thine Holy One to see cor-

240. Rom. v. 6. When we ruption.
were yet without strength, Christ 251. 2 Tim. i. 10. Wit*
died i'gr the uugodly. hath abolished deaU.
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Death his death's wound shall then receive, and

Inglorious, of his mortal sting disarmed. [stoop
I through the ample air in triumph high
Shall lead hell captive, maugre hell ! and shew 255
The povv'rs of darkness bound. Thou at the sight
Pleas'd, out of heav'n shalt look down, and smile

;

While by thee rais'd I ruin all my foes,
Death last, and with his carcase glut the grave:
Then, with the multitude of my redeemed Q60
Shall enter heav'n, long absent, and return,
Father ! to see thy face, wherein no cloud
Of anger shall remain

;
but peace as&ur'd

And reconcilement: wrath shall be no more
Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire. 265

His words here ended, but his meek aspect
Silent yet spake, and breath'd immortal love
To mortal men, above which only shone
Filial obedience: as a sacrifice

Glad to be offer'd, he attends the will 270
Of his great Father. Admiration seiz'd

All heav'n, what this might mean, and whither tend

253. 1 Cor. xv. 55. O death, and be glad: for this thy brother
where is thy sting ? was dead and is alive again, and
.254. Ps. Ixviii. 18. Thou was lost and is found,

hast ascended on high, thou hast Is. xxxv. 10. The ran-

led captivity captive. somed of Jehovah shall return
. Col. ii. 1.5. Having and come to Zion with songs,

spoiled principalities and powers, and everlasting joy upon their

he made a shew of them openly, heads
; they shall obtain joy and

triumphing over them. gladness, and sorrow and sigh-
'259. 1 Cor. xv. 26-. The ing shall flee away,

last enemy that shall be destroy-

v

y?0. Ps. xl. 6, 7, 8. Sacri-

cd is death. fice and offering thou didst not
260. 2 Cor. iv. 14. He who desire

;
mine ears hast thou

raised up the Lord Jesus, shall opened: burnt-offering and sin-

raise us up also by Jesus, and offering hast thou not required,
shall present us with you. Then said I, Lo I come: in the

262. Heb. ii. 13." Behold I, volume of the book it is written

and the children whieh. God hath of me, I delight to do thy will,

given me. O my God : yea thy law is witli-

265. Luke, xv. 32. It was in my heart,

licet that we should make merry
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Wond'ring; but soon th' Almighty thus reply'd:
O thou in heav'n and earth the only peace

Found out for mankind under wrath ! thou 275

My sole complacence! well thou know'st how dear
To me are all my works, nor man the least,

Though last created ;
that for him 1 spare

Thee from rny bosom, and right hand, to save

(By losing thee awhile) the whole race lost. C80
Thou therefore, whom thou only canst redeem,
Their nature also to thy nature join ;

And be thyself man among men on earth,
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed,

By wond'rous birth : be thou in Adam's room 28$
The head of all mankind, though Adam's son.

As in him perish all men, so in thee,
As from a second root, shall be restor'd

As many as are restor'd, without thee none.
His crime makes guilty all his sons

; thy merit 290
Imputed shall absolve them who renounce
Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds :

And live in thee transplanted, and from thee

274. Eph. ii. 14. He is our Horn. xi. 16. If the
'

peace. root be holy, so arc the branches.
284. Isaiah, vii. 14. Behold '^190. Rom. v. 18. As by the

a virgin shall conceive and bear offence of one, judgment camp
a son, and shall call his name upon all men lo condemnation ;

Immanuel. even so by the righteousness of

John, i. 14. And the one, the tree gift caine upon all

Word was made flesh and dwelt men unto justification of life,

among us. Rom. v. 1. Being jus-'
Gal. iv. 4. God sent tified by faith, -we have peace

'forth his son made of a woman, with Goa through our Lord
made under the law. Jesus Ciirist.

286. 1 Cor. xv. 22. As in ^91. Philemon, ver. 18. If he
Adam all die, even so in Christ hath wronged thee, or oweth
shall all be made alive. theu aught, put that on my ac-

Ver. 45. The first man count.
Adam was made a living soul, .Ter. xxiii, 6. This is his
the last man Adam was made a name whereby he shall be called,

quickening spirit. Jehovah our Righteousness.
yS8. John, xv. 5. I am the 29J. Gal. ii. 20. I am cm-

vine,, ye are the branches, cified with Christ: nevertheless

E 3
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Keceive new life. So man, as is most just,
Shall satisfy for man,, be judg'd, and die; 2Q5
And dying rise, and rising with him raise

His brethren, ransom'd with his own dear life.

So, heav'nly love shall outdo hellish hate,

Giving to death, and dying to redeem,
So dearly to redeem what hellish hate 500
So easily destroyed, and still destroys
In those who, when they may, accept not grace.
IS or shalt ihou, by descending to assume
[Man's nature, lessen or degrade thine own.
Because thou hast (tho' throird in highest bliss

Equal to God, and equally enjoying 30$
God-HUe fruition) quitted all, to save

A world from utter loss, and hast been found

By merit more than birth -right Son of God :

Found -worthiest to be so by being good, 310
Far more than great, or high ; because in thee

Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ;

Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt

With thee thy manhood also to this throne
;

Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 315
Both God and man, Son both of God and man,
Anointed universal king ;

all pow'r
I give thee; reign for ever, and assume

Thy merits ; under thee, as head supreme
Thrones, princedoms, pow'rs, dominions, I reduce :

All knees to thee shall bow, of them that "bide 512 i

1 live
; yet not I, but Christ liveth power is given unto me in

in- me. heaven and hi eartii.

John, xir. 19. Because 303 to 321. Phil. ii. 5 It.

I live, ye shall live also. The mind which was in Christ

298. John, iii. 16. God so Jesus : who being in the form
loved the world that he gave of God, thought it not robbery
his only begotten son. to be equal with God

;
but made

299. Mali. xx. 23. The Son himself of no reputation, and
f Man came, to give his

iij'c
a took upon him the form of ;i

ransom for many. servant; and was made in tin?

i17. Mutt, xxviii. 18. All likeness of men : and being
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In heav'n, or earth, or under earth in hell :

When- thoa attended gloriously fVom heav'n
Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee send

The summoning Arch-angels to proclaim 32*

Thy dread tribunal; forthwith from all windy
The living, and forthwith the cited dead
Of all past ages, to the general doom
Shall hasten, such a peal shall rouse their sleep !

Then all thy saints assembled, thou shaltjudgeSJO
Bad men, and angels ; they arraign'd shall sink

Beneath thy sentence: hell (her numbers full)

Thenceforth shall be for ever shut. Meanwhile
The world shall burn, and from her ashes spring
New heav'n and earth, wherein thejust shall dwell,
And after all their tribulations long 336
See .golden days, fruitful of golden deeds,
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth :

Then thou thy regal sceptre shalt lay by,
For, regal sceptre then no more shall need

;
3iO

God shall be all in all. But all ye Gods,

found in fashion as a man, lie away.
humbled himself, and became 3^9. 1 Cor. xv. 52. Th
obedient to death,even the death trumpet shall sound, and th*

of the cross. Wherefore God dead shall be raised.

also hath highly exalted him, 33L Z Pet. iii. 12, 13. The
and given him a name which is heaveus being on fire shall be
above every name, that at the dissolved, and the elements shall
name of Jeus every knee should melt with fervent heat

;
never-

l>ow, of things in heaven, and theless we, according to his pro-;

things in earth, and things under mise, look for new heavens and
the earth. a new earth, wherein dwellctix

323. Matt. xxv. 31, 32. When righteousness.
the Sou of Man shall come in "341 1 Cor. xv. 28. And
his glory, and all the holy angels when all things shall be subdued
with him, then shall he sit upon unto him, then shall the Sou
the throne of his glory. And also himself be subject urlto
before him shall be gathered all him that put all things under
nations. him, that God may he all ia

3-6. Rev. xx. 11. I saw a all.

great white throne, and him Ps. xcvii. 7. Worship
who sat on it, from whose face him all ye gods,
the earth and the heaven iled

E4
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Adore him, who to compass all this dies;
Adore the Son, and honour him as me.
No sooner had th' Almighty ceas'd, but all

The multitude of Angels,, with a shout 343
(Loud, as from numbers without number; sweet,
As from blest voices) utt'ring joy, heav'n rung
With jubilee, and loud hosanna's fill'd

Th' eternal regions. Lowly reverent

Tow'rds either throne they bow, and to the ground
With solemn adoration down they oast 351
Their crowns, inwove with amarant, and gold,
Immortal amarant! a rlow'r which once
In paradise, fast by the tree of life,

Began to bloom; but soon for man's offence 355
To heav'n rernov'd, where first it grew, there grows.
And iiow'rs aloft shading the fount of life;

And where the river of bliss through midst of heav'n

343. John, v. 23. That all

should honour the Son, even as

they honour the Father.

344. Rev. xix. 5, 6. A
voice came out of the throne,

saying, Praise our God, all ye
his servants, and ye that fear

him, both small and great. And
I heard as it were the voice of

a great multitude, and as the

voice of many waters, saying,

Hallelujah.
351. Kev.iv. 10, 11. They cast

their crowns before the throne,

saying,Thou art worthy, O Lord,
to receive glory, and hymmr,
and power : for thou hast created

all things, and for thy pleasure

they are, and were created.

Rev. v. 11, 1'2, 13. And
I heard the voice of many an

gels ronnd about the throne ;

find the number of them was
ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands; say

ing witii a loud voice, Worthy

is the Lamb that was slain to

receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and ho

nour, and glory; and blessing.
And every creature, c.

352. iPet. i. 4. An inhe
ritance incorruptible and uude-
filed, and amarantine.

1 Pet. v. 4. Ye shall re

ceive an amarantine crown of

g'ory-
357. Ps. xxxvi. 8, 9. Thou

shalt make them drink of the

river of thy pleasures; for with-

thee is the fountain of life.

Rev. vii. 17. The Lamb
who is in th'e midst of the

tin-one shall feed them, and shall

lead them unto living fountains

of waters.

358. Rev. xxii. 1. lie shewed
rue a pure river of water of life,

clear as crystal, proceeding out

of the throne of CJod and of the

Lamb.
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Rolls o'er Elysian flow'rs her amber stream ;

With these, 'that never lade, the spirits elect

Bind theit resplendent locks, inwreath'd with beams;

Now in loose garlands thick thrown off the bright

Pavement, that like a sea of jasper shone,,

Impurpled with celestial roses smil'd.

Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took f

Harps ever tuivd, that glitt'ring by their side

Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet

Of charming symphony they introduce

Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ;

No voice exempt ;
no voice but well could join

Melodious part,,
such concord is in heav'iu

Thee, Father, first they sung, Omnipotent,,
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite,

Eternal King ! Thee Author of all Being,
Fountain of -Light, thyself invisible

Amidst the glorious brightness where thou sit'st

Thron'd inaccessible, but when thou shad'st

The full blaze of thy beams, iuid thro' a cloud-

Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine,

Dark with excessive bright, thy skirts appear; SSOt

Yet dazzle heav'n, that brightest Seraphim

Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes-.

Thee, next they sang, of all creation first,

Begotten Son, Divine Similitude !

In whose conspicuous countenance, without cloud

Made visible, th' Almighty Father shines.

363. Rev. iv. 6. And before proachable, whom no man hath-

the throne there was a sea of seen, nor can see.

glass like unto crystal. 3C'J. Is. vi. 2. The serar

365. llev. v. 8. Having phini : each one had six wings :

ever.y one of them harps, and with twain he covered hi.s face.

golden vials full ef odours. 383. Kev. iii. 14.. The be-

()?'J, 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. The ginning of the creation of God.
blessed and only Potentate, the 386. John, xiv. 9. He that hath-

Kina; of Kings, and Lord of seen me, hath seen the Father.'

Lords; who only hath immor- - . . CoK i. 15. Who' is the

talitv, dwelling in light map- image of the invisible Goxl*.
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Whom else no creature can behold
;
on thee

Impress'd, th' effulgence of his glory abides;
Transfused on thee his ample spirit rests,
He heav'ri of heav'ns and all the pow'rs therein,

By thee created, and by thee threw down 39 1

Th' aspiring dominations: Thou that day
Thy Father's dreadful thunder did'st not spare;
Nor stop thy flaming chariot wheels, that shook

Heay'n's everlasting frame, while o'er the necks 395
Thou drov'st of warring Angels disarray 'd.

Back from pursuit thy pow'rs with loud acclaim
Thee only extoll'd, Son of thy Father's might,
To execute fierce vengeance -on his foes,
Not so on man : Him thro' their malice fall'n, 400
Father of mercy and grace ! thoii didst not doom
So strictly, but much more to pity incline.

No sooner did thy dear and only Son
Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail man
So strictly, but much more- to pity inclin'd, 405
He to appease thy wrath, and end the strife

Of mercy and justice in thy face cliscern'd,

Regardless of the bliss wherein he sat

Second to thee, offer'd himself to die

For man's offence . O unexantpl'd love ! 410-

Love no where to be found less than divine !

387. John, i. 18. No one hath 403. Col. i. 13. The k.fig-
seen God at any time. dom of his dear Son.

2 Cor. iv. 6. The know- 410. Eph. iii. 18, 19. The
ledge of the glory of Go<J, in the breadth, and length, and depth,
lace of Jesus'Chiist. andheighth. The love of Christ

388. Heb. i. 5. The bright- passeth knowledge.
ness of his glory. 411. Barrow's lines on this

.339. Is. xi 2. The Spirit of subject, in his little poem pre-
Jehovah shall rest upon him. fixed are beautiful ;

- John, i. S3. The Spirit t sluc fme Chao^ ct sine fine
abode upon him.

.

j_)eus
t

391. Heb. i. 2. By whom he
Et slne fme^ sl id -,

made the worlds.
est sine ac

401. 2 Cor. i. 3. The Father
Jn airistu

'

homincs coa,
of mercies and the God of all ciliatug
comfort.



Book III. PARADISE LOST. S3

Hail, Son of God, Saviour of Men ! .thy name
Shall be the copious matter of my song
Henceforth, and never shall my harp thy praise

Forget, nor "from thy Father's praise disjoin. 415
Thus they in heav'n, above the starry sphere,

Their happy hours in joy and hymning spent.
Meanwhile upon the firm opacous globe
Of this round world, whose first convex divides

The luminous inferior orbs, inclos'd 42(3

From Chaos, and th' inroad of darkness old,

Satan alighted walks. A globe far off

It seem'd, now seems a boundless continent

Dark, waste, and wild, under the frown of night
Starless exposed, and ever-threat'ning storms 425
Of Chaos blust'ring round, inclement sky !

Save on thy side which from the wall of heav'n,

(Though distant far) some small reflection gains
Of glimm'ring air, less vex'd with tempest loud.

Here walk'd the fiend at large in spacious field. 43O
As when a vulture on Imaus bred,

(Whose snowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds)

Dislodging from a region scarce of prey
To gorge the flesh of lambs, or weanling kids,
On hills where flocks are fed, flies tow'rd the springs
Of Ganges, or Hydaspes, (Indian streams) 436
But in his way lights on the barren plains
Of Sericana, where Chineses drive

With sails and wind their cany waggons light:
So on this windy sea of land, the fiend 44O
Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey ;.

413. 2 Cor. v. 14. The love Rev. v. 13. Glory, to
of God constraineth us. him and to the Laiub.

Ps. cxjvi. 2. While I live Rev. vii. 10. Salvation
will I praise Jehovah ; I will sing to him arid to the Lamb.
praises unto my God while I Rev.xxii.l. The throne
have any being. of God, and of .the Lamb.

415. Rev. iv. 10,11. Thou 441. 1 Pet. v. 8. Youradver-
art worthy, &c. The same wor- sary the devil as a roaring lion

shippers fall down before the walking about, seeking whom ke
Lamb. Rev, v, 8. raay devour,

E 6
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Alone, for other creature in this place
Living, or lifeless, to be found was none;
None yet, but store hereafter from the earth

Pp hither like aerial vapours flew 445
Of things transitory and vain, when sin

With vanity had fill'd the works of men:
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things
Built their fond hopes of glory, or lasting fame,
Or happiness in this or th' other life: 450
All who have their reward on earth, the fruits

Of painful .superstition, and blind zeal,

Nought seeking but the praise of men, here find

Fit retribution, empty as their deeds :

All th' unaccomplish'd works of nature's hand, 455
Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd,
Dissolved on earth, fleet hither, and in vain,
Till final dissolution, wander here:
Not in the neighboring moon, as some have dream'd :

(Those argent fields more likely habitants 460
Translated saints, or middle spirits hold
Betwixt th' angelical and human kind)

Hither, of ill-join'd sons and daughters born,
First from the ancient world those giants came,
Witli many a vain exploit, tho' then renovvn'd : 463
The builders next of Babel on the plain
.Of Sennaar, and still with vain design
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build :

Others came single-; he who to be deem'd
A God, leap'd fondly into .ZEtna flames, 470

447. Eccl. i. 2. Vanity of were fair, and they took them
vanities, all is vanity. wives of all which they chose.

Rom. viii. '20. Thecrea- There were giants in the earth
ture was made subject to va- in those days : the same became
nity. mighty men, men of renown.

451. Matt. vi. 2, 5. Verily I And God saw that the wick-

say unto you, they have their edness of man was great iu the
reward. earth.

'163. Gen. vi. 2, 4, 5. Then 466. Gen. xi. 4. Let us build
the sons of God saw the us a city and a tower, whose top
daughters of men that they may reach unto heaven,
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Empedocles : and he who to enjoy
Plato's Elysium, leap'd into the sea,

Cleombrotus : and many more too long,

Embryos, and idiots, eremites,, and friars 474
White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery :

Here pilgrims roam, that stray'd so far to seek

In Golgotha him dead, who lives in heav'n;
And they who, to be sure of paradise,

Dying put on the weeds of .Dominic,
Or in Franciscan think to pass disguis'd ; 48O

They pass the planets sev'n, and pass the fix'd,

And that crystalline sphere whose balance weighs
The trepidation talk'd, and that first-mov'd;
And now Saint Peter at heav'n's wicket seems
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 485
Of heav'n's ascent they lift their feet; when lo !

A violent cross-wind from either coast

Blows them transverse, ten thousand leagues away
Into the devious air; then might ye see

Covvls, hoods, and habits,with their wearers, tost 490
And flutter'd into rags : then relj/jues, beads,

Indulgences, dispenses, pardons,, bulls,

The sport of winds! all these npwhirl'd aloft

Fly o'er the backside of the world far off,

Into a limbo large, and broad, since call'd 495
The Paradise of Fools; to few unknown
Long after : nowunpeopl'd, and untrod.
All this dark globe the fiend found as he pass'd;
And long he wander'd, till at last a gleam
Of dawning light turn'd /thither-ward in haste 500
His traveled steps: far distant he discries

Ascending by degrees magnificent
Up to the wall of heav'n, a structure high ;

A top whereof, but far more rich, appeared

477. Luke, xxiv. 5, 6. Why 503. Rev. xxi. jl, 12. Having,
seek ye the living among the the giory of God

j and a wall
dead ? He is not here, but is great and high,
risen.
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The work as of a kingly palace-gate, 505
With frontispiece of diamond, and gold
Einbeiiish'd; thick with sparkling orient gems
The porktl shone, inimitable on earth,

By model, or by shading pencil, drawn.
The stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw 51(1

Angels, ascending and descending, bands
Of guardians- bright, when he from Esau fled

To Padan-Aram, in the field of Luz,

Dreaming by night under the 'open sky,
-And waking cry'd, This is the gate of heav'n. 5 IS
Each stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood

There always, but drawn up to heav'n sometimes

Viewless; and, underneath, a bright sea flow 'd

Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon
Who after caiiie from earth, sailing arriv'd, 520
Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake

Rapt in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds.

The stairs were then let down, whether to dare
The fiend by easy ascent , or aggravate
His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss: 525
Direct against which open'd from beneath.
Just o'er the blissful seat of paradise,
A passage clown to th' earth, a passage wide,
(Wider by far than that of after-times

Over mount Sion, and, though that were large, 530
'

Over the promis'd land to God so dear,

510 to 5l5. Gen. xxviii. 12, this is the gate of heaven..

13, 16, 17, 19. And he divamed And he called the name of that
and behold a ladder set up on the place Bethel: but the name of
earth, and the top of it reached that city was-Luz at the hist.

to heaven: and behold, the an- 521. Luke, xvi. 2<J. The beg-
gels of God ascending and de- gar died, and was carried by the

scending on it.
1

,
And behold, angels into Abraham's bosom.

Jehovah stood above it, and said, 2 Kings, ii. 11. Behold a.

I am Jehovah, the God of Abra- chariot of lire, and horses of fire.

Lam thy father. And Jacob and Elijah went up by a whirl-

awaked, and said, How dread- wiad into heaven.
ful is this place ! This is none 531. Deut. xi. 11, 12. The
other bat the liouse of God, and land, whither ye go to possess it
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By which, to visit oft those happy tribes,

On high behests his Angels to and fro

Pass'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard,
From P-aneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 535
To Heersaba, where the holy land

Borders on Egypt, and th' Arabian shore)
So wide the opening seem'd, where bounds were set

To darkness, such as bound the ocean wave.
Satan from hence, now on the lower stair 540
That scal'd by steps of gold to heav'n-gate,
Looks down with wonder at the sudden view
Of all this world at once. As when a scout,
Thro' dark and desert ways with peril gone
All night, at last by break of cheerful dawn 545
'Obtains the brow of some high-climbing hill,

Which to his eye discovers unaware
The goodly prospect of some foreign land,
First seen; or some renowned metropolis,
With glist'ring spires and pinnacles adorn'd, '55O
Which now the rising sun gilds with his beams:
Such wonder seiz'd, though after heav'n seen,
The spirit malign ;

but much more envy seiz'd

At sight of all this world beheld so fair. 554
Round he surveys (and well might, where he stood
So high above the circling canopy
Of night's extended shade) from eastern point
Of Libra, to the fleecy star, that bears

Andromeda far off Atlantic seas,

Beyond th' horizon
; then, from pole to pole 5GO

He views in breadth; and without longer pause
Down right into the world's first region throws
His flight precipitant, and winds with ease

Through the pure marble air his oblique way,
Amongst innumerable stars, that shone

is a land \vliich Jeliovuh tliy year,, even unto the end of the
God careth for: the eyes of Jo- your.
huvah thy God arc a 1 ways upon 553. Job, xxviii 3. He seW
it, from ihc beginning of the teth an end to darkness.
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Stars distant, but nigh hand seem'd other worlds:
Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy isles,

Like those. Hesperian gardens fam'd of old,
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow 'ry vales;
Thrice happy isles ! but who dwelt happy there 670
He stay'd not to enquire. Above them all

The golden sun in splendour. likest heav'n, j
Allur'd his eye: thither his course he bends

Through the calm firmament: but, up or down,
By centre, or eccentric, hard to tell

; 575
Or longitude, where the great luminary
Aloft the vulgar constellations thick,
That from his lordly eye keep distance due,

Dispenses light from far; they as they move
Their starry dance in numbers that compute 58O

Days, months, and years, tow'rds his all-cheering
lamp

Turn swift their various motions, or are turn'd

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms
The universe, and to each inward part
With gentle penetration, though unseen, 583
Shoots invisible virtue ev'n to the deep;
So wond'rously was set his station bright 1

There lands the fiend, a spot like which perhaps
Astronomer in the sun's lucent orb

Through his glaz'd optic tube yet never saw. 5&O
The place he found beyond expression bright,

Compar'd with ought on earth, metal or stone;
Not all parts like, but all alike inform'd

With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire;

If metal, part seem'd gold, part silver clear : 595-
If stone, carbuncle most, or chrysolite,

Ruby or topaz; or the twelve that shone

597. Exod. xxviii. 17 20. gure, an agate, and an amethyst ;

The first row a sardius [or ruby], and the fourth, a beryl [or chry-
a topaz, and a carbuncle; the solite], and an onyx, aud aja.s-
second, an emerald, a sapphire, per.
and a diamond , the third, a lir.



Book III. PARADISE LOST. *)

In Aaron's breast-plate : and a stone besides

([magin'd rather oft than elsewhere seen)

That stome, or like to that,, which here below 600

Philosophers in vain so long have sought,
In vain, though by their powerful art they bind

Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound
In various shapes old Proteus from the sea,

Drain'd through a limbec to his naked form. 605

What wonder then if fields, and regions, here

Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run

Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch
Th' areh-chimic sun, so far from us remote,

Produces, with terrestrial humour mix'd, 6lQ
Here in the dark so many precious things
Of colour glorious, and effect so rare?

Here matter new to gaze the Devil met

Undazzled; far and wide his eye commands,
For sight no obstacle found here, or shade, 615
But all sun- shine

;
as when his beams at noon

Culminate from th' equator; as they now
Shot upward still direct, whence no way round
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and th' air,

(No where so clear) sharpen'd his visual ray 620
To objects distant far, whereby he soon
Saw within ken a glorious Angel stand,
The same whom John saw also in the sun :

His back was turned, but not his brightness hid :

Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar 625
Circled his head, nor less his locks behind
Illustrious on his shoulders, fledge with wings,
Lay waving round : on some great charge employ'd
He seem'd, orfix'd in cogitation deep.
Glad was the spirit impure, .as now in hope 630
To find who might direct his wand'ring flight
To paradise, the happy seat of man,

.'. Rev. xix. 17. And I 630. Matt. x. 1. Uncle**
saw an Angel standing in the spirits.
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His journey's end, and our beginning woe.
But first be casts to change bis proper shape,
Which else might work him danger, or delay : 63*
And now a stripling Cherub he appears,
Not of the prime, yet such as in his face

Youth smil'd celestial, and to every limb
Suitable grace diffus'd, so well he feign'd.
Under a coronet his flowing hair 640
In curls on either"clieek play'd ; wings

he wore
Of many a colour*d plume, sprinkled with gold:
His habit fit for speed succinct, and held
Before his decent steps a silver wand.
He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright, 64*
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant visage turn'd,
Admonish'd by his ear; and straight was known
TV Arch-angel Uriel, one of the seven
Who in God's presence, nearest to his throne,
Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 6.5D

That run through all the heav'ns, or down to th*

earth

Bear his swift errands over moist and dry,
O'er sea and land : him Satan thus accosts.

Uriel ! for thou of those seven Spirits that stand

In sight of God's high throne, gloriously bright, 6,35

The first art wont his great authentic will

Interpreter through highest heav'n to bring,
Where all his sons thy embassy attend :

And here art likeliest by supreme decree
Like honour to obtain

,-
and as his eye, 66O

To visit oft this new creation round:

Unspeakable desire to see, and kriow

All these his wond'rous works, but chiefly man,
His chief delight and favour; him, for whom

650. Pvev. v, G. And I be- God sent forth into all the earth.

held, and lo, in the midst of the llev. wii. 2. And I .saw

throne stood a lamb as it had the seven angels whicU- stood
been slain, having seven eyes, before (Jod.

are the seven spirits of
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All these his works so wond'rous he orclain'd, 665
Math brought me from the choirs of Cherubim
Alone thus wand'ring. Brightest Seraph ! tell

Jn which of all these shining orbs hath man
His fix'd seat, or fixed seat hath none,
But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell; 670
That I may find him, and with secret gaze,
Or open admiration, him behold,
On whom the great Creator hath bestow'd

Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces pour'd :

That both in him, and all things, as is meet, 6?5
The universal Maker we may praise;
Whojustly hath driv'n out his rebel foes

To deepest hell
; and, to repair their loss,

Created this new happy race of men.
To serve him better : wise are all his ways ! 680
So spake the false dissembler unpcrcciv'd ;

For neither man, nor Angel, can discern

Hypocrisy (the only evil that walks

Invisible, except to God alone, 6S4
By his permissive will, through heav'n and earth:
And oft though -wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps
At wisdom's gate, and to simplicity

"Resigns her charge, while goodness thinks no ill

Where no ill seems) which now for once beguil'd
Uriel, though regent of the sun, and held (590
The sharpest-sighted spirit of all in heav'n:
Who to the fraudulent impostor foul,
In his uprightness answer thus return'd.

Fair Angel! thy desire, which tends to know
The works of God, thereby to 'glorify 6<>5
The great work-master, leads to na excess
'i hat reaches blame, but rather merits praise

67V>. P.s. ciii. 22. T3!ess J^lio- glory, and honour, and pow^r,
vi>.h all his work's, in all plaoos unto the Lord our God : for
of his dqminkm. true and righteous are his jud"-

677. Rev. xix. \, 2. A qrcat incuts.

voice of much peojfe in heaven, 684. Mark, xii. l.>.
J'c-s'ua

h : Salvation and kuowing their hypocrisy.



9* PARADISE LOST. Book III.

The more it seems excess, that led thee hither
From thy empyreal mansion thus alone,
To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps,, 700
Contented with report hear only in heav'n:
For wonderful indeed are all his works !

Pleasant to know, and worthiest to be all

Had in remembrance always with delight.
But, what created mind can comprehend 706
Their number, or the wisdom infinite

That brought them forth, but hid their causes deep?
I saw when at his word the formless mass, .

This world's material mould, came to a heap:
Confusion heard his voice, and wild uproar 710
Stood rul'd, stood vast infinitude confin'd:
Till at his second bidding darkness fled,

Light, shone, and order from disorder sprung:
Swift to their several quarters hasted then
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire; 715
And the ethereal quintessence of heav'n
Flew upward, spirited with various forms,
That roll'd orbicular, and turn'd to stars

Numberless, as thou seest, and how they move
;

Each had his place appointed, each his course; 720
The rest in cimuit walls this universe.

Look downward on i hat globe, whose hither side

With light from hence, though but reflected, shines
;

That place is earth, the seat of man
; that light

His day, which else, as th' other hemisphere, 725

Night would invade; but there the neighb'ring moon
(So call that opposite fair star) her aid

702. Ps. cxi. 2, 3. The works atcd the earth
;
and the earth

of Jehovah are great, sought was without form and void.

out of all them that have plea- 712. Ge.i, i. 3, 4. And God
sure therein. His work is ho- said, Let there he light, and N

nourable and glorious. there wa? li ht; and God di-
* Rev. xv. 3. Great and vided the light from the dark-
martellous are thy works, Lord ness.

God Almighty.
'

718. Gen. i. 16. He made
703. Gen, i. 1, 2, God ere- the stars also.
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Timely interposes, aod her monthly round
Still ending, still renewing through mid heav'n,
With borrowed light her countenance triform 730
Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten th' earth,
And in her pale dominion checks the night.
That spot tp which I point is paradise,
Adatft's abode, tlpse lofty shades 1ms bow'r;

'

^^ /.

Thy way thou can'st not miss, me mine requires. 735
Thus said, he turn'd ; and Satan bowing low.

(As to superior spirits is wont in heav'n, *

Where honour due, and reverence, none neglects,)
Took leave, and tow'rd the coast of earth beneath,
Down fromth' ecliptic, sped with hop'd success, 740
Throws his steep flight in many an airy wbeel;
Nor staid, till on Niphates' top he lights.

738. Rom. xiii. 7. Render to all their dues honour to

honour is du-e.

THE END OF THE THIRD BOOK,
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PAKABISE LOST.

BOOK IV.

FOR that warning voice, which he who saw
Th' Apocalypse heard cry in heav'n aloud,

That when the dragon, put to second rout,

Came furious down to be reveng'd on men 1

,

'' Woe to th' inhabitants on eartli !" that now 5
While time was, our first parents had been warn'd

The coming of their secret foe, and scap'd

Haply so scap'd, his mortal snare : for now
Satan, now first inflam'd with rage, came down,
(The tempter, e'er th' accuser, of mankind) 10

To wreak on innocent frail man his loss

Of that first battle, and his flight to hell.

Yet not rejoicing in his speed, though bold,
Far off and fearless, nor with cause to boast,

Begins his dire attempt; which nigh the birth 35

Now rolling, boils in his tumultuous breast,
And like a devilish engine back recoils

Upon himself: horror and doubt distract

His troubled thoughts ;
and from the bottom stir

The hell within him, (for within him hell 20
He brings, and round about him, nor from hell

One step, no more than from himself, can fly

"fty change of place :) now conscience wakes despair,
That slumber d ; wakes the bitter memory
Of what he was, what is, and what must be, 25
Worse ! of worse deeds whose"sufferirigb must ensue.

2. Rev. xii< 12. Woe to the he hath but a short time.

,
inhabiters of the earth, and of 10. Rev. xii. 10. The ac-
the sea: i'or the devil is come cuser of our brethren i.s cast
d.juu unto you, having threat down, which accused them be-

vvruth, b'X'iui.se he knovreth ihat fore our God day and night.
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Sometimes tow'rds Eden, which now in his view

Lay pleasant, his griev'd look he fixes sad :

Sometimes tow'rds heav'n, and the full blazing sun,
Which now sat high in his meridian tow'r : 30
Then much revolving, thus in sighs began.
O thou ! that, with surpassing glory crown'd,

Look'st from thy sole dominion like the God
Of this new world

;
at whose sight all the stars

Hide their diminish 'd heads; to thee 1 call, S5
But with no friendly voice, and.add thy name,

sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams,
That bring to my remembrance from what state

1 fell : how glorious once above thy sphere !

'Till pride, and worse ambition, threw me down, 40.
1

Warring in heav'n against heav'n's matchless King.
Ah wherefore ! Heileserv'd no such return

From me, whom he created what I was,
In that bright eminence

;
and with his good

Upbraided none
;
nor was his service hard. 4-5

What could be less ! than to afford him praise,

(The easiest recompense) and pay him thanks :

How due ! yet all his good prov'd ill in me,
And wrought but malice : lifted up so high
I 'sdein'd subjection, and thought one step higher 50
Would set. me highest ;

and in a moment quit
The debt immense of endless gratitude;
So burthensome, still paying, still to owe ;

Forgetful what from him I still received :

And understood not that a grateful mind

By owing ow?es not, but still pays, at once

Indebted, and discharg'd : what burden then ?

O had his pow'rful destiny ordain'd

Me some inferior Angel ! I had stood

Then happy; no unbounded hope had rais'd 60
Ambition ! Yet why not? some other pow'r
As great might have aspir'd, and me though mean

"46. Rom. i. 21. They glorified him uot as God, neither
thankful.
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Drawn to his part : but other pow'rs as great
Fell not, but stand unshaken; from within,
Or from without, to all temptations arm'cl. 65
Hadst thou the same free will, and pow'r, to stand?

Thou hadst ! Whom hast thou then,or what, t' accuse,
But heaven's free love, dealt equally to all ?

Be then his love accurst, since love, or hate

To me alike, it deals eternal woe : 70

Nay, curst be thou ! since against his thy will

Chose freely what it now so justly rues.

Me miserable ! which way shall I fly
Infinite wrath, and infinite despair?
Which way I fly is hell; myself am hell

; 75
And, in the lowest deep, a lower deep
Still threat'ning to devour me opens wide ;

To which the hell I suffer seems a heav'n.
O then at last relent ! Is there no place
Left for repentance ? none for pardon left ? 80
None left, but by submission

; and that word
Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame

Among the spirits beneath, whom I seduc'd
With other promises, and other vaunts
Than to submit, boasting 1 could subdue 85
Th* Omnipotent. Ah me ! they little know
How dearly I abide that boast so vain

;

Under what torments inwardly I groan,,
While they adore me on the tnrone of hell.

With diadem, and sceptre, high advanc'd, go
The lower still 1 fall, only supreme
In misery; such joy ambition finds!

But say I could repent, and could obtain,
By act of grace, my former state

; how soon <H
Would height recall high thoughts, how soon unsayWhat feign'd submission swore ! ease would recant
Vows made in pain, as violent and void ;

79. Heb. xii. 17. After- jected ; for he fonud no place of
ward, whu he would have iu- repentance,
herited the blessing, he was re-

F *
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<For never can true reconcilement grow
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd so deep)
Which would but lead me to a worse relapse, 100
And heavier fall : so should 1 purchase dear
Short intermission, bought with double smart.

This knows my punisher; therefore as far

From granting he, as I from begging peace.
All hope excluded thus, behold ! instead 105
Of us outcast, exiPd, his new delight
Mankind created, and for him this world.

So farewell hope ! and with hope, farewell fear i

Farewell remorse ! iyXgaadJ^mej^J^sLi^
good ! By thee at least 1 1O

freli?Vs King I hold;

By thee, and more than half perhaps, will reign :

As man ere long, and this new world, shall know.
Thus while he spake, each passion dimm'd his face,

Thrice chang'd with pale, ire, envy, and despair, 1 15

Which marr'd his borrow'd visage, and betray 'd

Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld.

(For heav'nly minds from such distempers foul

Are ever clear.) Whereof he soon aware,
Each perturbation smooth'd with outward calm., 120
Artificer of fraud ! and was the first

That practis'd falshood, under saintly show

Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge.
Yet not enough had practis'd, to deceive

"Uriel once warn 'd
;
whose eye pursued him down

The way he went, and on th* Assyrian mount 126
Saw him disfigur'd, more than could befall

Spirit of happy sort: his gestures fierce

He mark'd, and mad demeanour, then alone,
As he suppos'd, all unobserv'd, unseen. ISO

So, on he fares
;
and to the border comes

1?1. 2 Cor. ii. 11. Lest Satan - 2 Cor. xi. 14. For Satan
should yet an advantage of us: himcelf is transformed into* au
for we ate not ignorant of his angel of light.
devices.
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Of Eden, where delicious paradise,,
?<ow nearer, crowns with her enclosure green,
As with a rural mound, the champain head
Of a steep wilderness; whose hairy sides 135
With thicket overgrown, grotesque, and wild,

Access deny'd : and over head up grew
Insuperable height of loftiest shade,
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm,
A

s^\
Ivan >-vene ! and as the ranks ascend 140

Shade above shade, a woody theatre

Of stateliest view'. Yet higher than their tops
The verdurous wall of paradise up-sprung :

Which to our general sire gave prospect large
Into his nether empire, neighb'ring round.

^

145
And higher than that wall u circling row
Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fruit,

Blossoms, and fruits at once of golden line,

Appeared, with gay enamel I'd colours mix'tl :

On which the sun more glad impressed his beams,
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 151
When God hath shower'd the earth; so lovely seem'd
That landscape ! and of pure now purer air

Meets his approach ;
and to the heart inspires

Vernal delight, and joy, able to drive 155
All sadness, but despair : DOW gentle gales^

Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense
Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole

Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail

Beyond the Gape of Hope, and now are past iGO
Mozambic, off at sea north-east winds blow
Sabrean odour, from the spicy shore
Of Araby the blest, with such delay [league

, Well plcas'd they slack their course, and many a
Cheer'd with the grateful smell old Ocean smiles:
So entertained those odorous sweets the fiend, \66
Who came their bane ; though with them better
Than Asmodeus with the fishy fume [pleas'd
That drove him, though enamour 'd, from the spouse

F 3
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Of Tobit's son, and with a vengeance sent 170
.From Media post to

Egypt, there fast bound.
Now to th' ascent of that steep savage hill

Satan had journeyed on, pensive and slow ;

But further way found none, so thick e.ntwfh'd,
As one continued brake, the undergrowth 175
Of shrubs, and tangling bushes, had perplex'd
All path of man, or beast, that pass'd that way.
One gate there only was, and that look'd east

On th
7

other side : which when th' arch-felon saw,
Due entrance he disdain'd, and in contempt 180
At one slight bound high overleap'd all bound
Of hill, or highest wall, and sheer within

Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf,
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey,

Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve
In hurdl'd cotes, amid the field secure, 186

Leaps o'er the fence with ease into the fold:

Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the cash
Of some rich burgher, whose substantial doors,

Cross-barr'd, and bolted fast, fear no assault, 1QO
In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles:

So cloinb this first grand thief into God's fold
;

(So siuce into his church lewd hirelings climb.)
Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life,

(The middle tree, and highest there that grew) 19-5

Sat like a cormorant
; yet not true life

Thereby regain'd, but sat devising death
To them who liv'd : nor on the virtue thought
Of that life-giving plant, but only us'd

For prospect, what well-us'd had been the pledge
-

183, 188, 193. John x. 1. He Rev. ii. T. To him that

that entereth not by the door overcometh will I give to eat of

into the slice p-fold, but climbeth the tree of life, which is in the.

tip some other way, the same is midst of the paradise of God.
a thief and a robber. 199. Gen. iii. 22. Lest he put

195. Gen ii. 9. The tree forth his hand, and take also of

of life also 111 tlie midst of the the tree of life, and eat. and live

garden. for ever.
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Ofimmortality^' (So little knows 201

Any, but God alone, to value right
The good before him, but perverts best tilings

To worst abuse, or to their meanest use.)

Beneafcji.hiin, with new wonder, now he views, 05

To all" delight of human sense expos'd
In narrow room, nature's whole wealth, yea more,
A Iieav'n on earth ! tor blissful paradise
Of God the garden was, by him in th' east

Of Eden planted; Eden stretch'd her line IO

From Auran eastward to the royal tow'rs

Of great Seleueia, -built by Grecian kings,
Or where the sons of Eden long before

Dwelt in Telassar. In this pleasant soil

His far more pleasant garden God ordain'd. 21&
Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow
All trees of noblest kind for sight, smell, taste

;

And all amid them stood the tree of life,

High eminent, blooming ambrosial fruit

Of vegetable gold; and next to life, 220
Our death, the" tree of knowledge, grew fast by;.

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill!

Southward through Eden went a river large,
Nor ehang'd his course, but through the shaggy hill

Pass'd underneath ingulph'd; for God had thrown
That mountain as his garden mound, high rais'd 2'lQ

Upon the rapid current, which through veins

Of porous earth with kindly thirst up drawn,
Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill

Water'd the garden ;
thence united fell 230

Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood,
Which from his darksome passage now appears :

And now divided into four main streams,

210. Gen. ii. 8. And the 233. Gen. ii. 10. And a
Lord God planted a garden east- river went out of Eden to water
ward in Eden. the garden, and ironi thence it

214. Is. xxxvii. 12. The was parted, and became, into

children of Edeu which were in four heuds.

Telassar.
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Runs diverse, wand'ring many a famous realm

And country,' whereof here needs no account 235
But rather to tell how, (if art could tell,

How) from that saphire fount the crisped brooks.

Rolling on orient pearl, and sands of gold,
With mazy error under pendent shades
Ran nectar, visiting each plant, and fed 24O
Flow'rs worthy of paradise, which not nice art

In beds, and curious knots, but nature boon
Pour*d forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plain,
Both where the morning sun first warmly smote
The open field, and where the unpierc'd shade 24a
I mbrowivd the noon-tide bow'rs. Thus was this place,
A happy rural seat of various view:
Groves whose rich trees wept od'rous gums and balm,
Others whose fruit, burnish'd with golden rind

Hung amiable: Hesperian fables true, 25O
If true, here only, and of delicious taste

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks

Grazing the tender herb, were interposed
Or palmy hillock; or the flow'ry lap
Of some irriguous valley spread her store; 255
Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorn the rose.

Another side, umbrageous grots, and caves

Of cool recess; o'er which the mantling vine

Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps
Luxuriant: meanwhile murm'ring waters fall 26O
Down the slope hills, dispers'd, or in a lake,

(That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd
Her crystal mirror holds) unite their' streams.

The birds their choir
apply: airs, vernal airs,

Breathing the smell of field and grove, attune 265
The trembling leaves, while universal Pan,
Knit with the graces, and the hours, in dance
Led on th' eternal spring. Not that fair field

Of Enna, where Proserpine gathering flow'rs,

Herself a fairer flow'r, by gloomy Dis 27O
Was gather'd ;;

which cost Ceres all that pain
To seek her thro' the world : nor that sweet grove
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Or' Daphne by Orontes, and th' inspired
Castalian spring, might with this paradise
Of Eden strive: nor that Nyseian isle 75
Girt with the river Triton, where olc( Cham,
(Whom Gentiles Ainrnon call, and Lybian Jove)
Hid Amallhea, and her florid son

Young Bacchus, from his stepdame Rhea's eye:
Nor where Abassin kings their issue guard, 280
Mount Arnura (tliough this by some suppos'd
True paradise) Under the Ethipp line

By JNiius'head, inclos'd with shining rock,
A whole day's journey high, but wide remote
From this Assyrian garden : where the fiend 2S5>
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind
Of living creatures, new to sight, and strange.
Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall,

Godlike erect ! with native honour clad

In naked majesty, seem'd lords of all : 290
And worthy seem'd : for in their looks divine

The image of their glorious Maker shone,

Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe, and pure ;

Severe, but in true filial freedom plac'd,
Whence true authority in men : though both 295
Not equal, as their sex not equal seem'd :

For contemplation he, and valour form ?d ;

For softness she, and sweet attractive grace ;

He, ior God only ; she, for God in him.
His fair large front, and eye sublime, declar'd 300
Absolute rule ; and hyacinthin locks

Round from his parted forelock manly bung
Clustering, but not beneath his shoulders broad.

She/ as a veil, down to the slender waist

29 1. Gen. i. 27. So God after God in knowledge, and
created man in his own iuuige, righteousness, and true holiness,

in the mmge of God created lie 294. Gal. iv. 7. No more a
him : male and female created servant, but a son.

he them. 1 Pet. i. 14. As obedient

Eph. iv, 24, and Col. iii. children,

10, The new man is created

r s
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Her unadorned golden tresses wore, 305

Dishevel'd; but in wanton ringlets wavM,
As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd

Subjection, but requir'd with gentle sway ;

And by her yielded, by him best recciv'd :

Yielded with coy submission, modest pride, 310
And sweet reluctant amorous delay.
Nor those mysterious parts were then conceal'd,
Then was not guilty shame, dishonest shame
Of nature's works: honour dishonourable !

Sin-bred; how have ye troubled all mankind 315
With shows instead, mere shows, of seeming pure ;

And banish'd from man's life his happiest life,

Simplicity, and spotless innocence?
So pass'd they naked on, nor shun'd the sight
Of God, or Angel, for they thought no ill. 320
So hand in hand they pass'd, the loveliest pair
That ever since in love's embraces met;
Adam the goodliest man of men since born

His sons ;
the fairest of her daughters Eve.

Under a tuft of shade, that on a green 325
Stood whisp'ring soft, by a fresh fountain side

They sat them down ;
and after no more toil

Of their sweet gard'ning labour, than suffic'd

To recommend cool Zephyr, and made ease

More easy; wholesome thirst, and appetite 330
More grateful, to their supper-fruits they fell,

Nectarine fruits ! which the compliant boughs
Yielded them, side-long as they sat recline

On the soft downy bankdamask'd with flow'rs,

The savoury pulp they chew, and in the rind, 335

307. 1 Cor. xi. 14, 15. Doth be in subjection to your own
not even naturQ itself teach you husbands.
that if a man have long hair, it 314. 1 Cor. xii. 3. And
is a shame unto him? but if a those members of the body which
woman have long hair, it is a glory we think to be less honourable,
to her : for her hair is given her upoa these we bestow more
for a covering. abundant honour,
308. 1 Pet, iii. 1. Wives ,
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Still as they thirsted scoop the brimming stream :

Nor gentle purpose, nor endearing smiles

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as beseems
Fair couple, link'd in happy nuptial league,
Alone as they. About them frisking playM 340

All beasts of Ui' earth, (since wild) and of all chase,

In wood, or wilderness, forest, or den ;

Sporting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw
Dandled the kid; bears, tigers, ounces, pards,
Gambol'd before them

;
th' unwieldy elephant, '345

To make them mirth usVJ all his might, and wreath'cl

JJis lithe proboscis; close the serpent sly

Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine

His braided train, and of his fatal guile
Gave proof unheeded: others on the grass 350
Couch'd and now HI I'd with pasture gazing sat

Or bed-ward ruminating: for the sun,

Declined, was hasting now with prone career

To th' ocean isles, and in- th' ascending scale

Of heaVfi the stars, that usher evening, rose : 3j5
When Satan still in gaze, as first he stood,
Scarce thus at length fail'd speech recover'd sad.

O hell ! what do mine eyes with grief behold !

Into our room of bliss thus high advanc'd
Creatures of other mold, earth-born perhaps, 3GO
Not spirits; yet to heav'nly spirits bright
Little inferior; whom my thoughts pursue
With wonder, and could love, so lively shines
In them divine resemblance, and such grace
The hand that form'd them on their shape hath pour'd.
Ah gentle pair ! ye little ttynk how nigh 360
Your change approaches ; when all these delights
Will vanish, and deliver ye to woe;

343. Is. xi. 6. The wolf also gether.
shall dwell with the lamb, and 362. Ps. viii. 5. Thou hast
the leopard shall lie down with made him a little lower than the
the kid, and the calf and the angels,
young lion, and the falling to-

F 6
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More woe, the more your taste is now ofjoy :

Happy! but for so happy ill secur'd 37O

Long to continue; and this high seat your heav'n,
Ill-fenc'd for heav'n, to keep out such a foe

As now is enter'd : yet no purpos'd foe

To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn,

Though I unpitied. League with you I seek, 373"

And mutual amity, so straight, so close,
That I with you must dwell, or you with me
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not please,
Like this fair paradise, your sense; yet such

Accept, your Maker's work; he gave it me, 380
Which 1 as freely give : hell shall unfold,
To entertain you two, her widest gates,
And send forth all her kings: there will be room,
(Not like these narrow limits) to receive

Your numerous offspring: if no better place, 385
Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge
On you, who wrong me not, for him who wrong'd.
And should 1 at your harmless innocence

Melt, (as I do) yet public reason just,

Honour, and empire with revenge enlarged, 390

By conquering this new world, compels me now
To do, what else (though damn'd I should abhor.

So spake the fiend, and with necessity,

(The tyrant's plea) excus'd his devilish deeds.

Then from his lofty stand on that high tree, 3$3
Down he alights among the sportful herd

Of those four-footed kinds; himself now one,
Now other, as their shape best serv'd his end
Nearer to view his prey, and unespy'd
To mark what of their state he more might learn, 400

By word, or action mark'd: about them round,
A lion now he stalks with fiery glare;

581. Ja. xiv. 9. Hell from even all the chief ones of the

beueath is moved for thea to earth : it hath raised up from
meet thee at thy coming : it their thrones ail the tings of th

*tirreth up the dead ior'tbee, nations,
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Then, as a tiger,, who by chance hath spy'd
In some purlieu, two gentle fawns at play,

Straight couches close, then rising changes oft 405
His couchant watch, as one who chose his ground:,
Whence rushing he might surest seize them both

Grip'd in each paw: when Adam, first of men^,
To first of women, Eve, thus moving speech,
Turn'd him, all ear, to hear new utterance flow. 410

Sole partner, and sole part of all these joys !

Bearer thyself than all ! needs must the pow'r
That made us, and for us this ample world,
Be infinitely good, and of his good
As liberal, and free, as infinite; 413
That rais'd us from the dust, and placed us here
In all this happiness, who at his hand
Have nothing merited, nor can perform
Ought whereof he hath need: he! who requires
From us no other service than to keep

'

420
This one, this easy charge, of all the trees

In paradise, that bear delicious fruit

So various, not to taste that only tree

Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life i

So near grows death to life! whate'erdenth is: 425
Some dreadful thing, no doubt: for well thou know'st
Ciodhath pronounc'd it death to taste that tree,
The only sign of our obedience left,

Among so many signs of pow'r, and rule,
Confer'd upon us; and dominion giv'n 430
Over all other creatures that possess
Earth, air and sea. Then, let us not think hard
One easy prohibition, who enjoy

414. Ps. cxix. 68, Thou art of the knowledge of good and
good and dost good. evil, thou shall not eat of it.

419. Acts, xvii. 25. Neither 450. Gen. i. iB. Have do-
is worshipped with mens' hands, minion over the fish oi the sea,
as though lie needed any thing. and over the fowl of the air, and

421 4. Gen. ii. 16. 17. Of over every living tiling tkat
every tree of the garden thou uioveth upon liie earth,

jnayest freely eat : but ofthe tre
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Free leave so large to all things else, and choice

Unlimited of manifold delights : 435
But let us ever praise him, and extol

His bounty, following our delightful task

To prune these growing plants,and tend these flow'rs,

Which were it toilsome, yet with thee were sweet.

To whom thus Eve reply 'd. Othou ! for whom 440
And from whom I was form'd

; flesh of thy flesh
;

And without whom am to no end; my guide,
And head! what thou hast said is just, and right.

For, we to him indeed all praises owe,
And daily thanks; I chiefly, who enjoy 445
So far the happier lot, enjoying thee

Pre-eminent by so much odds; while thou

Like consort to thyself canst no where find.

That day I oft remember, when from sleep
I first awak'd, and found myself repos'd 45Q
Under a shade of flow'rs

;
much wond'ring where,

And what I was, whence thither brought, and how.
Not-distant far from thence, a murmuring sound
Of waters issu'd from a cave, and spread
Into a liquid plain, then stood umnov'd, 455
Pure as th' expanse of heav'n: I thither went,
With inexperienc'd thought, and laid me down
On the green bank, to look into the clear

Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another sky.
As I bent down to look, just opposite 460
A shape within the vvat'ry gleam appear'd,

Bending to look on me : 1 started back
;

It started back: but pleas'dl soon return'd
;

Pleas'd it return'd as soon ;
with answering looks

Of sympathy, and love : there I had fix'd 465
Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain desire,

441. Gen. ii. 23. Bone of to give thanks unto Jehovah, and

my bones, and flesh of my flesh, to sing praises to thy name, O
443. Eph. v. 23. The hus- Most High : To shew forth thy

band is the head of the wife. loving kindness in the morning,
444, Ps. xcii. \, 2, It is good' and thy faithfulness every night.



Book IV. PARADISE LOST. Ill

Had not a voice thus warn'd me," What thou seest,
" What there thou seest, fair creature, is thyself;
" With thee it came and goes: but, follow me,
" And 1 will bring thee where no shadow stays
(f
Thy coming, and thy soft embraces ;

he
" Whose image thou art: him them shalt enjoy
"

Inseparably thine, to him shalt bear
"

INI altitudes like thyself, and thence be call'd
" Mother of human race." What could I do 475
But follow straight? invisibly thus led,

Till I espy'd thee ? fair indeed, and tall,

Under a plantain; yet, methought, less fair,"

Less winning soft, less amiably mild,
Than that smooth wat'ry image : back 1 turn'd

; 430
Thou following cry'dst aloud, Return, fair Eve,
Whom fly'st thou ? whom thou fly'st, of him thou art,

His flesh, his bone
;
to give thee being I lent

Out of my side to thee, nearest my heart,
Substantial life, to have thee by my side 485
Henceforth an individual solace dear:

Part of my soul, I seek thee
;
and thee claim,

My other half! With that thy gentle hand
Seiz'd mine; I yielded; and from that time see

How beauty is excell'd by manly grace, 490
And wisdom, which alone is truly fair.

So spake our general mother; and with eyes
Of conjugal attraction unreprov'd,
And meek surrender, half embracing lean'd
On our first father: half her swelling breast 495
Naked met his, under the flowing gold
Of her loose tresses hid: he (in delight
Both of her beauty and submissive charms)
Smil'd, with superior love; as Jupiter

475. Gen. xxx. 20. And took one of his ribs, and the
Adam called his wife's name Eve, rib which the Lord God had
because she was the mother ol'all taken from man, made he -a

living. woman, and brought her unto
4itf. Gen, ii, 21, 22. And he the man.
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On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds, ,500

That shed May flow'rs; and press'd her matron-lip
With kisses pure: aside the devil turn 'd

For envy, yet with jealous Jeer malign
Ey'd them askance; and to himself thus plain'd :

Sight hateful,sight tormenting! thus these two,505
Imparadis'd in one another's arms,
(The happier Eden !) shall enjoy their fill

Of bliss on bliss : while I to hell am thrust,
Where neither joy, nor love, but fierce desire,

(Among our other torments not the least) 510
Still unfulfill'd with pain oflonging, pines.
Yet let me not forget what I havegain'd
From their own mouths: all is not theirs, it seems:
One fatal tree there stands, of knowledge call'd,
Forbidden them to taste. Knowledge forbidden ? 5 1 5

Suspicious, reasonless. Why should their Lord

Envy them that? Can it be sin to know?.
Can it be death ? And do they only stand

By ignorance? Is that their happy state,
The proof of their obedience, and their faith ? 5C0
O fair foundation laid whereon to build

Their ruin ! Hence 1 will excite their minds
With more desire to know, and to reject
Envious commands, invented with design 524
To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt

Equal with Gods: aspiring to be such,

They taste, and die ; what likelier can ensue ?.

But first, with narrow search I. must walk round
This garden, and no corner teave unspy'd ; 529
A chance but chance may lead where 1 may meet?
Some wand'ring spirit of heav'n, by fountain-side,
Or in thick shade retir'd, from him to draw
What further would be learn'd. Live while ye may,
Yet happy pair! enjoy, till I return,
Short pleasures ; for, long woes are to succeed !

515. 2 Cor. x. 5. Reasonings and high thoughts, exalting
themselves again$t the knowledge of God.

4
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So saying, his proud step he scornful turn'd,

But with sly circumspection; and began
Thro* wood, thro' waste, o'er hill, o'er dale, his roam.

Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where heav'n

With earth and ocean meets, the setting sua 540

Slowly descended; and with right aspect

Against the eastern gate of paradise
Level'd his evening rays : it was a rock
Of alabaster, pil'd up to the clouds,

Conspicuous far; winding with one ascent 345
Accessible from earth, one entrance high :

The rest was craggy cliff, that over-hung
Still as it rose, impossible to climb.

Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sat,

Chief of th' angelic guards, awaiting night: 550
About hhn exercis'd heroic games
Th' unarm'd youth of heav'n ; but nigh at hand
Celestial armory, shields, helms, and spears,

Hung high, with diamond flaming, and with gold.
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the ev'n 55.5

On a sun-beam, swift as a shooting star

In autumn thwarts the night, when vapours nVd
Impress the air, and shew the mariner
From what point of his compass to beware

Impetuous winds : he thus began in haste : 56&
Gabriel ! to thee thy course by lot hath giv'n

Charge, and strict watch, that to this happy place
No evil thing approach, or enter in:

This day, at height at noon, came to my sphere
A spirit; zealous, i\s he seem'd, to know 56()

More of th' Almighty's works ; and chiefly man
God's latest image: [ described his way,
Bent all on speed, and mark'd his airy gait:
But, in the mount that lies from Eden north,

550. Ps. xxxiv. 7. The angel 561. Luke, i. 8, 9 While-
C-f Jehovah cucampeth round executed his oilice beibra
about them that fear him, and God iu the order
dellvereth them. his lot was -
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Where he first lighted, soon discern'd his looks 570
Alien from heav'n, with passions foul obscur'd :

Mine eye pursu'd him still, but under shade
Lost sight of him: one of the banish'd crew,
1 fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to raise

New troubles; him thy care must be to find. 575
To whom the winged warrior thus return'd :

Uriel ! no wonder if thy perfect sight,
Amid the sun's bright circle, where thou sitt'st,

See far, and wide: in at this gate none pass
The vigilance here plac'd, but such as come 580
Well-known from heav'n

;
and since meridian hour

No creature thence. If spirit of other sort,

So minded, have o'erleap'd these earthy bounds
On purpose, hard thou know'nt it to exclude

Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. 585

But, if within the circuit or these walks,
In whatsoever shape he lurk, of whom
Thou tell'st, by morrow dawning I shall know.

So promis'd he; and Uriel to his charge
Return'd or* that bright beam, whpse.point now rais'd

Bore him slope downward to the sun, now fall'n 5^1
Beneath th' Azores: whither prime orb,

Incredible how swift, had thither roll'd

Diurnal, or this less voluble earth,

By shorter flight to th' east, had left him there, 59-3

Arraying with reflected purple, and gold,
The clouds that on his western throne attend.

Now came still evening on, and twilight grey
Had in her sober livery all things clad :

Silence accompanied ; for beast, and bird, 6CM>

They to their grassy couch, these to their nests,

Were slunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale ;

She all night long her amorous descant sung ;

Silence was pleas'd: now glow'd the firmament

601. Malt vi.ii. 20. The foxes have holes, and the birds of th*

air have nests.
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With living sapphires; Hesperus, that led 605
The starry host, rode brightest; till the moon

Rising in clouded majesty, at length,

Apparant queen, unveil'd her peerless light,
And o'^r the dark her silver mantle threw ;

When Adam thus to Eve : fair consort ! th' hour
Of night, and all things now retir'd to rest, Gil

Mind us of like j^epose; since God hath set

Labour and rest, as day and night, to men
Successive; and the timely dew of sleep,
Now falling with soft slumb'rous weight, inclines 6 15

Our eye-lids. Other creatures all day long
Rove idle, unemploy'd^ and less need rest :

"Man hath his daily work of body, or mind,

Appointed, which declares his dignity,
And the regard of heav'n on all his ways : 620
VVhile other animals unactive range;
And of their doings God takes no account.

To-morrow, ere frcHh morning streak the east

With first approach of light, we must be ris'n,

And at our pleasant labour, to" re form 623
Yon flow'ry arbours, yonder alleys green,
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown ;

That mock our scant manuring, and require
"More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth.
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums, 630
That lie bestrown, unsightly, and unsmooth,
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease:

Meanwhile, as nature wills, night bids us rest.

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty adorn'd.

My author, and disposer! what thou bidst 635
'

Lnargu'd I obey ; so God ordains :

606. Ps. viii. 3. When Icon- one of us shall give account of
skier thy heavens, the work of himself to God.
thy fingers, the moon and the 625. Gen. ii. 15. And the
stars which thou hast ordained. Lord God took the man, and put,"

Is. xl. 26. That bring- him into the garden of Eden, t

eth out their host hy number. dress it and to keep it.
'

622. Horn, iiv. 12. Every
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God is thy law, thou mine : to know no more
Is woman's happiest knowledge, and her praise.
With thee conversing 1 forget all time;
All seasons, and their change, all please alike : 64O
Cweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet,
With charm of earliest birds* pleasant'the sun,
When first on this delightful land he spreads
His orient beams, on herb, tree, %Mit,

and flow'r,

Glist'ring with dew : fragrant the fertile earth 64&
After soft show'rs: and sweet the coming on
Of grateful ev'ning mild : then, silent night,
With this her solemn bird, and this fair inoorr

And these the gems of heav'n, her starry train.

But neither breath ofmorn, when she ascends 65O
With charm of earlies-t birds; nor rising sun
On this delightful land; nor herb-, fruit, flower,

Glist'ring with dew; nor fragrance after show'rs;
Nor grateful evening^ mild ;

nor silent night,
With this her solemn bird : nor walk by moon : 655
Or glittering star-light, without thee is sweet.

But wherefore all night long shine these? for whom
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes ?

To whom our general ancestor reply 'd.

Daughter of God and man, accomplish 'd Eve ! 660
These have their course to finish, round the earthr

By morrow ev'ning; and from land to laud

In prder, though to nations yet unborn,

Miiiist'ring light prepared, they set, and rise;

Lest total darkness should by night regain 665
Her old possession, and extinguish life

In nature, and all things ;
which these soft fires

Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat,
Of various influence, foment, and. warm,

Temper, or nourish; or in part shed down 6?0
Their stellar virtue, on all kinds that grow
On earth ; made hereby apter to receive

Ps. Ixxiii. 23. Nevertheless I. am continually with tliee*.
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Perfection from the sun's more potent ray.
These then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 074
Shine not in vain ; nor think, though men were none,
Thai heav'n would want spectators, (i od want praise :

M ill ions of spiritual creatures walk the earth

Unseen, both when we \vake, and when we sleep :

All these, with ceaseless praise, his works behold

Both day, and fi^ht : how often, from the steep 680
Of echoing hill]or thicket, have we heard

Oclestial voices, to the midnight air

(Sole, or responsive each to other's note)

Singing their great Creator? oft in bands 684
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding \\alk,
With heav'nly touch of instrumental sounds,
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav'n,
Thus talking, hand in hand, alone they pass'd

On to their blissful bow'r: it was a place 690
Chos'n by the sov'reign planter, when he fram'd
All things to man's delightful use : the roof

Of thickest covert, was inwoven shade,

Laurel, and myrtle; and what higher grew,
Of firm, and fragrant leaf : on either side

Acanthus, and each od'rous bushy shrub,
Fenc'd up the verdantwall: each beauteous flow'r,
Iris all hues, roses, and jessamin,
Rear'd high their flourished heads between, arid

Mosaic : underfoot the violet, [wrought
Crocus, and hyacinth with rich inlay 701
Broider'd the ground ;

more colour'd than with
Of costliest emblem : other creature here, [stone
Beast, bird, insect, or worm, durst enter none

;

Such was their awe of man! In shady bow'r 705

682. Luke, ii. 13. A mul- Ps. xxxiv. 7. The an-
tiUicle of the heavenly host gol of Jehovah ciicampeth round
praising God. ahout them that feiir him, and

687. Job. xxxv. 10. Songs in delivered* them,
ihe night.
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More sacred, and sequester'd, though but feign'd,

Pan, or Sylvanus, never slept ;.nor Nymph,
Nor Faunus, haunted. Here, in close recess,
With flowers, garlands, and sweet-smelling herbs,

Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed : 710
And heav'nly choirs the hymenaean sung,
What day the genial Angel to our sire

Brought her, in naked beauty m^e adorn 'd,

More lovely, than Pandora, whoro. the gods
Endow'd with all their gifts, (and O, too like, 715
In sad event

!)
when to th' unwiser son

Of Japhet brought by Hermes, she ensnar'd
Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng'd
On him who had stole Jove's authentic tire.

Thus at their shady lodge arriv'd, both stood,
Both turn'd, and under open sky ador'd 72 1

The God that made both sky, air, earth, andheav'n,
Which they beheld ; the moon's resplendent globe,
And starry pole : Thou also mad'st the night,
Maker Omnipotent ! and thou the day, 725
Which we in our appointed work einploy'd
Have finished, happy in our mutual help,
And mutual love, the crown of all our bliss

Ordain'd by thee
;
and this delicious place,

For us too large ; where thy abundance wants 730
Partakers, and uncrop'd falls to the ground.
But thou hast promis'd from us two a race

To fill the earth, who shall with us extol

Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake,
And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sleep. 735

720. Bishop Newton says of to mention the worship of Adara
Milton,

" That in the latter part and Eve, both here, and B. v.
" of his life he did not use any 137, B. ix. 197, B. xi. 136,
"

religious rite in his family." will noUbe easily induced to be-

Did the Bishop assert this deli- lieve that he entirely neglected
berately,upon good information; the worship of God iu his fa-

pr did he too hastily receive it mily.
from common report? Unless 735. Ps. cxxvii. 2. So lit

.*he proof be very clear, one who giveth hit beloved sleep,
observes how careful Milton is
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This said unanimous, and other rites

Observing none, but adoration pure,
*

Which God likes best, into their inmost bow'r

Handed they went; and (eas'd the putting off

These troublesome disguises which we wear) 740

Straight side by side were laid
;
nor turn'd, I ween,

Adam from his fair spouse : nor Eve the rites

Mysterious of c<nubial love refus'd:

Whatever hypoCTites austerely talk

Of purity, and place, and innocence, 745

Defaming as impure what God declares

Pure
;
and commands to some, leaves free to all.

Our Maker bids increase
;
who bids abstain,

But our destroyer, foe to God, and man ?

Hail wedded love ! mysterious law, true source 750
Of human offspring, sole propriety
In Paradise ! of all things common else.

By thee adul'trous lust wasjdriv'n from men,
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee,

(Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure) 755
Relations dear, and all the charities

Of father, son, and brother, first were known.
Far be it, that I should write thee sin, or blame !

Or think thee unbefitting holiest place ;

Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets ! 760
Whose bed is undefil'd, and chaste, pronounc'd,
Present, or past ; as saints, and patriarchs us'd.

Here, love his golden shafts employs : here lights
His constant lamp ;

and waves his purple wings ;

Reigns here,and revels : not in the bought smile 765

744. 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2,3. Now said unto them, Be fruitful and
*he spirit speaketh expressly multiply, and replenish the
that in the latter times some shall earth, &c.

depart from the farflii, giving 750. Eph. T. 32. This is a
heed to seducing spirits, and great mystery, but I speak con-
doctrines of devils

; speaking lies cerning Christ and the Church,
in hypocrisy, having their con- 761. Heb. xiii. 4. Marriage
science seared with a hot iron

;
is honourable in all, and the bed

forbidding to marry, &c. uiidefiled.
748. Gea. i. 28. And God
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Of harlots, loveless, joyless, unendear'd ;-

Casual fruition ! nor in court amours,
Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball,

Or serenade, which the starv'd lover sings
To his proud fair

;
best quitted with disdain. 770

These, lull'd by nightingales, embracing slept ;

And on their naked limbs the flow'ry roof

Shower'd roses, which the morn repair'd. Sleep on,
Blest pair 1 and O ! yet happiestPrc ye seek

No happier state, and know to know no more. 77-5

Now had nightmeasur'd, with her shadowy cone,
Half way up hill this vast sublunar vault :

And from their ivory port the Cherubim
Forth issuing at th' accustom'd hour stood arin'd

To their night watches in warlike parade, 730
When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus spake :

Uzziel ! half these draw off, and coast the south

With strictest watch; these other wheel the north:

Our circuit meets full west. As flame they part,
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 785
From these, two strong and subtle spirits he call'd,

That near him stood, and gave them thus in charge,
Ithurial and Zephon! with wing'd speed

Search thro' this garden, leave unsearch'd no nook:
But chiefly where those two fair creatures lodge,790
Now laid perhaps asleep, secure of harm.
This evening from the sun's decline arriv'd,

Who tells of some infernal spirit, seen

Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?) escap'd
The bars of hell, on errand bad, no doubt : 795

Such, where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring.
So saying, on he led his radiant tiles,

Dazzling the moon : these to the bow'r direct,

In search ofwhom they sought : him there they found

Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve ; 800

Assaying by his devilish art, to reach

784. Ps. civ. 4. Hii ministers a flaming fir.
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The organs of her fancy, and with them forge

Illusions, as he list, phantasms, and dreams:
Or if, inspiring venom, he might taint

IV animal spirits, that from pure blood arise, 805
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure; thence raise

At last distemper'd, discontented thoughts ;

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate de^res,
Blown up with high conceits ingend'ring pride.
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spear

*"

810
Touch'd lightly ; (for no falshood can endure
Touch of celestial temper, but returns

Of force to its own likeness) up he starts,

Discover'd, and surpriz'd. As when a spark

Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 813
Fit for the tun, some magazine to store

Against a rumour'd war, tlie smutty grain
With sudden blaze dirTus'd", inflames the air :

So started up, in his own shape, the fiend

Back step'd those two fair Angels, half amaz'd, 820
So sudden to behold the grisly king;
Yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accost him soon.

Which of those rebel spirits, adjudg'd to hell,
Com'st thou, escap'd thy prison ? and transform 'd'

Why sat'st thou, like an enemy in wait, 8^j
Here watching at the head of these that sleep ?

Know ye not then, saidi>atan, fill'd with scorn,
Know ye not me r ye knew me once no mate
For you ;

there sitting where you durst not soar :

Not to know me argues yourselves unknown, 8JO
The lowest of your throng : or if ye know,
Why ask ye, and superfluous begin
Your message, like to end as much in vain ?

To whom thus Zephon,anssvering scorn with scorn,
Think not, revolted spirit! thy shape the same, 835
Or unclmiinish'd brightness, to be known

806. Mark, vii. 21,32. Evil puffed up by hi* fleshly mind,
thoughtspride, foolishness. 83-i. Piov. iii. 34. He scorneth

Colon. 11, 18. Vainly the .corner..

G
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As when thou stoodst in heav'n, upright, and pure :

That glory then, when thou no more wast good,
Departed from thee

;
and thou resembl'st now

Thy sin, and place of doom, obscure, and foul. 840
But come ! for thou, be sure, shall give account
To him who sent us, whose charge is to keep
This place inviolable, and these from harm.

So spake the Cherub
;
and his grave rebuke,

Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845-
Invincible : abash'd the devil stood,
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw
Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw, and pin'd
His loss : but chiefly to find here observ'd
His lustre visibly impair'd : yet seem'd 85(5

Undaunted. If I must contend, said he,
Best with the best, the sender not the sent,
Or all at once ; more glory will be won,
Or less be lost. Thy Year, sad Zephon bold,
Will save us trial what the least can do 855

Single against thee wicked, and thence weak.
The fiend reply'd not, overcome with rage ;

But like a proud steed rein'd, went haughty on,

Champing his iron curb : to strive, or fly,

He held it vain ; awe from above had quell'd 860
His heart, not else dismay 'd. Now drew they nigh
The western point, where those half-rounding guard
Just met, and closing stood in squadron joiri'd

Awaiting next command ;
to whom their chief,

Gabriel, from the front thus call'd aloud : 83
O friends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet

Hasting this way ; and now by glimpse discern

Ithuriel, and Zephon, through the shade
;

840. Mark, x. 5. Jesus re- fitly spoken is like apples of

buked the foul spirit. gold in pictures of silver.

845. Prov. iv. 9. Wisdom Ps. cxxvii. 5. They
hall give to thine head an orna- shall not he ashamed, but they
ment of grace : a crown of glory hall speak with the enemies w
aaall she deliver unto thee. tb gat.

Prov, xxr. 11. A wrd
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And with them comes a third of regal port,
But faded splendour wan; who by his gait
And fierce demeanour, seems the prince of hell :

Is'ot likely to part hence without contest:

Stand firm, for in his look defiance low'rs.

Hescarcchad ended, when those two approach'd;
And brief related whom they brought, where found.
How busied, in what form, and posture, couch'd. B7^>

To whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake.

Why hast thou, Satan ! broke the bounds prescrib'd
To thy transgression, and disturb'd the charge
Of others, who approve not to transgress 880

By thy example? but have pow'r, and right,
To question thy bold entrance on this place;
Em ploy'd, it seems, to violate sleep, and those

\Vhose dwelling God hath planted here in bliss?

To whom thus Satan,with contemptuous brow :885
Gabriel ! thou hadst in heav'n th' esteem of wise,
And such I held thee; but this question ask'd

Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain?Wr

ho would not, finding way, break loose from hell,
Tho' thither doom'd ? thou wouldst thyself, no doubt,
And boldly venture to whatever place, 891
Farthest from pain; where thou might'st hope to

Torment with ease, and soonest recompense [change
Dole with delight; which in this place I sought:
To thee no reason, who know'st only good, 89*
But evil hast not trv'd. And wilt object
His will who bound us? let him surer bar
His iron gates, ifhe intends our stay
In that dark durance ! thus much what wasask'd.
The rest is true : they found me where they say ;

But that implies not violence, or harm.
Thus he in scorn. The warlike Angel mov'cl^

Disdainfully half smiling, thus reply'd :

S9r. Ps. x. 13. The wicked contemn God,

G 8
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O loss of one in heav'n to judge of wise,
Since Satan fell, whom ibliy overthrew! 905
And. now returns him, from his prison 'scap'd,

Gravely in clouht whether to hold them wise,
Or not, who ask what bold ness brought him hither

Vnliceus'd, from his bounds m heii prescrib'd:
So wise he judges it to fly from paia 910
However, and to 'scape his punishment !

Sojudge thou stili, presumptuous! till the wrath,
\\ hicii thou inciir'st by flying, meet thy flight

Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back to hell,

"Which taught thee yet no better, that no .pain y!5
Can equal anger innnite provok'd.
But wherefore thou alone? wherefore with thee

Came not all liell broke loose? is pain to them
Less pain, less to be fled? or thou than they
Less hardy to endure? courageous chief! 920
Th$ first in flight from pain? iiadst thou alledg'd
To thy deserted host this cause of flight,
'j ".u surely hadst not come sole fugitive.
To which the fiend thus answered, frowning stern:

Not thtjt 1 less endure, or shrink from pain, <J
(25

Insulting Angel ! well thou know'st 1 stood

T-hy rlc'fcot, when in battle to thy aid

The blasting voliied thunder made all speed,
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear.
But still .thy words at. random, as before, Q30
Argue thy inexperience, what behoves

(From hard assays, and ill successes past,)
A faithful leader, not to hazard t'.ll

Through ways of danger, by himself untry'd :

I therefore, I alone, lirst undertook 935
To wing the desolate a'nys-S and spy

.

905v Ps. cxi. 10. Tlic iVt.r hath .said i; ; his heart, there isno
of Jehovah is the hc^iunii.ii r.t i

ivisdcin: a yoc,-;l understanding 'Jjo. Nahum^ L "6 Who can
liavt ail U-^.> U.r.i (iu t..s coi.i- iland I. rlurc iii^ ,-.!. ..vuijn? and
ni^ndmcnts.

*

wlio can abicU; in tiie fierceness

Jb?. xiv. 1. The fool of Ins anger?
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This new-created world, whereof in hell

Fame is not silent; here in hope to find

Better abode, and my afflicted pow'rs
To settle here on earth, or in mid air; 940

Though, tor possession, put to try once more
What . thoir, and thy gay legions, dare against:
Whose easier business were to serve their Lord

High up in heav'n, with songs to hymn his throne,

And practised distances to cringe, not fight. 945
To whom the warrior Angel soon reply 'd :

To say, and straight unsay, pretending first

Wise to tly pain, professing next the spy,

Argues no leader, but a liar trac'd,

Satan! and couldstthou faithful add? O name,, 9-50

O sacred name of faithfulness profan'd !

Faithful to whom? to thy rebellious crew.

Army of fiends? fit body to fit head !

Was this your discipline,
and faith engag'd,

Your military obedience, to dissolve 955
Allegiance to tli' acknowledg'd pow'r supreme?
And thou sly hypocrite ! who now wouldst seem
"Patron of liberty, who more than thou

Once fawii'd, and cring'd,
and

servilely
ador'd

HeavVsawftoJ monarch ? wherefore ? but in hope 960
To dispossess him, and thyself to reign ?

But mark what I read thee now : avaunt !

Fly thither- whence thou fiedst ! If from this hour
Within these hallow'd limits thou appear,
Back to th r

infernal pit I drag thee chain'd, 965
A id seal thee so, as henceforth not to scorn
Tiie faci'e gates of hell too slightly barr'd.

So tiircateu'd he : but Satan to no threats
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage, reply'd :

946. Prov. x\iv. 26. Every serpent, which is the devil, and
man shall kiss hib ^ps lhatgivetli Satan, and cast him into the bot-
a nglu jinswcM . lomless pit, and shut him up, and'

.l:>b, vi 9S II )\v fur- set a seal ;ijjon him.
ciblc -nM-j-lit w> s! 96?). Prov. xiv. 16, Th^

9o. Rex v angel fool rageth, and is confident.
uyd hold on the draHou, that old

G3



116 FARADISE LOST. BooVIV.

Then, when 1 am thy captive, talk of chains, 970
Proud limitary Cherub! but ere then
Far heavier load thyself expect to feel

I'rom my prevailing arm ; though heav'n's king
Hide on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers,
Us'd to the yoke, draw'st his triumphant wheels 975
In progress through the road of heav'n star-pav'd.

While thus he spake, th' angelic squadron bright
Turn'd fiery red, sharp'ning in mooned horns
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round
With ported spears; as thick, as when afield <J8&
Of Ceres, ripe for harvest, waving bend
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind

hway s them
;
the careful ploughman doubting standi,

Lest on the threshing-floor his hopeful sheaves

Prove chaff. On th' other side, Satan alarm'd, <JQ&

Collecting all his might., dilated stood,
Like TenerifF, or Atlas, unrernov'd :

His stature reach'd the sky, and on his crest

Sat horror plum'd ;
nor wanted in his grasp [deed*

What seern'd both spear and shield. Now dreadful

Might have ensued: not only paradise 991
Jn this commotion, but the starry^cope
Of heav'n, perhaps, or all the elements,
At least had gone to wreck, disturb'd, and torn

With violence of this conflict, had not soon

Th3

Eternal, to prevent such horrid fray

Hung forth in heav'n his golden scales, yet seen

Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign,

(Wherein all things created first he weigh'd,

The pendulous round earth, with balanc'd air 1000
In counterpoise ; now, ponders all events,

993. Job, xxviii. 25. To Is. xl .12. Who weighed
make the weight for the winds, the mountains in scales, and th

and he weigheth the waters by hill in a balance ?

Measure. 1001% 1. Sam. ii. 3. By him-

Job, xxxvii. 16. Dost actions are weighed.
lhu know tbe balancings of the Pror. xvj. 2. Jehovah

weiglmth the spirit^.
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Battles, iind realms :) in these be put two weights,
The sequel each of parting, and of fight;
The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam:
Which Gabriel spying, thus bespake the fiend. 1005

Satan! 1 know thy strength,and thou know'stmine-
Neither our own, but giv'n : what folly then

To boast what arms can xlo? since thine no more
Than heav'n permits; nor mine, tho' doubled now
To trample thee as mire: for proof look up, 1O1Q
And read thy lot in yon celestial sign, [weak,
Where thou art weigh'd, and shewn how light, how
If thou resist. The fiend look'd up, and knew
His mounted scale aloft: nor more; but fled 1014

Murm'ring, and with him fled the shades of night.

1010. Is. x. 6. To tread 1012. Dan. v. 27. Thou
them down like the mire in the art weighed in the balajicei, ui4
treets. -art found wanting.
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THE ARGUMENT.

Morning approached, Eve relates to Adam her

some dream; he likes it not, yet comforts her: they
ume forth to their day labours: their morning

Aymn at the door of their bower. God, to render man

inexcusable, sends Raphael to admonish him of his obe

dience, of his free estate, of his enemy near at hand,

vho he is, and why his enemy, and whatever else may
MMdl Adam to know. Raphael comes down to para'

disc; his appearance described, his coming discerned by
Adam afar off, sitting at the door of his bower; he goes
ut to meet him, brings him to his lodge, entertains him

-with the choicest fruits of paradise got together by

Eve; their discourse at table: Raphael performs his

message, minds Adam of his state and of his enemy ; re

lates, at Adam's request, who that enemy is, and hoi

he came to be so; beginning from his first revolt in

heaven, and the occasion thereof; how he drew his

legions after him to the parts of the north, and there

yicited them to rebel with him; persuading all but
only

Abdiel, a Seraph, who in argument dissuades and oppostf

ttenforsake* him.
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BOOK V.

JN OW morn, her rosy steps in th' eastern clime

Advancing, sow'd the earth with orient pearl.
When Adam wak'd : so custoni'd j for his sleep,
Was airy-light, from pure digestion bred,
And temperate vapours bland, which th' only sound
Of leaves, and fuming rill, (Aurora's fan) 6

Lightly dispers'd, and the shrill matin song
Of birds on every bough. So much the more
His wonder was, to find unwaken'd Eve
With tresses discomposed, and glowing cheek, JO
As through unquiet rest : he, on his side

Leaning half rais'd, with looks of cordial love

Hung over her enamour'd
;
and beheld

Beauty, which, whether waking or asleep,
Shot forth peculiar graces : then, with voice 15
Mild, as wlien Zephyrus on Flora breathes,
Her hand soft-touching, whisper'd thus: Awake
My fairest, my espous'd, my latest found,
Heav'n's last besl gift, my ever-new delight !

Awake : the morning shines, and the fresh field 20
90. Song, ii. 1013. My is come, and the voice of th*

beloved spake, and said unto me, turtle is heard in our land tint
Rise up my love,my fair one, and fig-tree putteth forth her greencome away; for lo, the winter figs, and the vines *ith the
is past; the rain is over and gone ; tender grape give a good smell
the flowers appear on the earth

; Arise, my love, my fuir one- aud
the Urnc of the singing of birds come away

G 6
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Calls us; we lose the prime, to irrark bow spring
Our tender plants, how blows tbe citron grove,
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed,
How nature paints her colours, how the bee
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet. 25

Such whispering wak'd her, but with startled eye
On Adam; whom embracing, thus she spake:

Osole! in whom my, thoughts find all repose,

My glory, my perfection ! glad I see

Thy face, and morn return 'd
;
for I this night, SO

(Such night till this I. never pass'd,) have dream'd,
(If dream'd), not as I' oft am wont, of thee,
Works of day past, or morrow's next design :

But, of offence, and trouble, which my irnnd

Knew nev(tf till .this irksome night. Methought 35
Close at mine ear one call'd me' forth to walk
With gentle voice; I thought it thine: it said,

Why slcep'st thou, Eve : now is the pleasant time,
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40
Tunes sweetest his love-labour'd song; now reigns
Tutll-orb'd the.moon, and with more pleasant 'light

Sljado.wy. sets off the face of things; in vain,
If none regard ; heav'n wakes with all his eyes ;

'Whom to behold but.thee, nature's desire? 45'.

In whose sight all things joy, with ravishment
-Attracted by. thy beauty still to gaze.
I rose, a,s at iny .call, .but found thee noi :

To find thee 1 directed then my walk;

Sons, vii. 11, 12. 'Conic, offend any more. That which I

my beloved, let us go forth into sec not, teach thou me.
tlie' field; let us lodg? in the :>6. Tlies. iii 5. Lest by
villages; lotus get up early to some means tl>e tempter hatk
_tUe vineyards ;

Ictus see it the tempted y, MI.

vine flourish, whether the tenckr i's. c\xi. 4, 5, 7. Be-

t rapes appear, and the pome- hold he that keepeth Israel shall

granules bud forth. neither slumber nor sleep -Jc-

3-1. Job, xxxiv. 0. Trou- hqvah is ttiy keeper Jehovah
bled at midni:.

'

i. shall preserve thee from all eviL

Ver. 31, 32. I will not
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And orij methought, ilone I pass'd, thro' ways 50
That brought me, on a sudden to the tree

Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem'd,
Much fairer, to my fancy, than by day:
And as I wond'rmg look'd, beside it stood

One shapYl,and wing'd, likeone ot'those from heav'n,

By us oft seen: his dewy locks distill'd 5(>

Ambrosia; on that tree lie also gaz'd:
And, O fair plant, said he, with fruit surcharged!

Deigns none to ease thy load, and taste thy sweet?

Nor God, nor man ? [s knowledge so despis'd ? 66
Or envy, or what reserve forbids to -taste ?

Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold]

Longer thy offer'd good: why else.set here ?

This said, he paus'd not, but with vent'rous arm
He pluck'd, he tasted : me damp horror chill'd 65
At such bold words, vouch'd with a deed so bold.

But he thus, overjoy'd: O fruit divine!

Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus crop'd !

Forbidden here, it seems, as only fit

For Gocls, yet able to make Gods of men : 7$
And why not Ggds of men, since good the more
Communicated, mure abundant grows,
The author not impaired, bu;t honoured more?
Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve !

Partake thou also : happy though thy art, 75
Happier thou may'st be, worthier canst not be:
Taste this, and be henceforth among the Gods,
Thyself a goddess; not to earth confin'd,
But sometimes in the air, as we; sometimes
Ascend to hcav'n, by merit thine, and :^je 80
Whatlile'the Gods live there, and SUCH live thou.
So saying, Lie ditw nigh, and to. me held,
Ev ?

n to my mouth, of that same r'ruit l.ckl part
Which he had pluck'd: the pleasant savoury smell
So quicken'd appetite, that I, mothought., 85
Could not but taste ! Forth v/:iii

ti]
t > : ,e clouds

With Jiiiii I flew, and undeineatli beheld

4
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The earth outstretch'd immense, a prospect wide,
And various: wond'ring at rny flight,,

and change
To this high exaltation; suddenly -90

My guide was gone, and I, methought, sunk down.
And fell asleep: but O, how glad 1 \yak'd

To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her night
Related, and thus Adam answer'd sad :

Best image of myself, and dearer half! 9
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sleep
Affects me equally : nor can I like

This uncouth dream, of evil sprung, I fear.

Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none,
Created pure. But know, that in the soul 100
Are many lesser faculties, that serve

Keason as chief: among these fancy next
Her office holds: of all external things,
Which the five watchful senses represent,
She forms imaginations, airy shapes, 105
Which reason joining, or disjoining, frames
All what we affirm, or what deny, and call

Our knowledge, or opinion ;
then retires

Into her private cell, when nature rests.

Oft in her absence mimic fancy waives 1 10
To imitate her; but, misjoining shapes,
Wild work produces oft, and most in dreams,
111 matching words, and deeds, long past, or late.

Some such resemblances methinks I find

Of pur late evening's talk, in this thy dream
; 115

Bui with addition strange ! yet, be not sad :

Evil into the mind of God, or man
May come, and go, so unapprov'd, and leave
No spot or blame behind : which gives me hope
That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream, 120

Waking thou never wilt consent to do.

Be not dishearten'd then, nor cloud those looks,
That wont to be more cheerful, and serene,

117. Matt, jv, 1 10. The temptations rejected by ow
Lord,
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Than when fair morning first smiles on the world :

And let us to our fresh employments rise,

Among the groves, the fountains, and the fiow'rs,

That open now their choieest bosom'd smells,

Keserv'd from night, and kept for thee in store.

So cheer'd he his fair spouse, and she was cheer'd ;

But silently a gentle tear let fall 130

From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair:

Two other precious drops that ready stood,

Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell

Kiss'd, as the gracious signs of sweet remorse,
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended . 135

So all was clear'd, and to the field they haste :

But first, from under shady arborous roof,

Soon as they forth were come to open sight
Of day-spring, and the sun, (who scarce up-ris'n,

With wheels yet hov'ring o'er the ocean-brim, 140
Shot parallel to th* earth his dewy ray,

Discov'ring in wide landscape all the east

Of paradise, and Eden's happy plains.)
Lowly they bow'd, adoring, ana began
Their orisons, each morning duly paid 135

In various style; for neither various style,
Nor holy rapture, wanted they, to praise
Their Maker, in fit strains pronounc'd, or sung
Unmeditated; such prompt eloquence
Flow'd from their lips, in prose, or numerous verse:

More tunable, than needed lute, or harp, 151

To add more sweetness; and they thus began :

These are thy glorious works, parent of good !

Almighty! thine this universal frame,
Thus wond'rous fair

; thyself how wond'rous then !

Unspeakable ! who sitt'st above these heav'ns 1^
To us invisible, or dimly seen
In these thy lowest works : yet these declare

Thy goodness beyond thought, and pow'r divine.

153. Rev. xv. 3. Great attd marvellous are tfyr works,
CudAlmighty.
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Speak ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, ]60

Angels! for ye behold him, and with songs,
And choral symphonies, day without night,
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in heav'n :

On earthjoin all ye creatures, to extol

Him first, him last, him midst, and without end ! 165
Fairest of stars, last in the tiv.iii of night,
If better thou belong not to the dawn,
Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling morn
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere,
While day arises, that sweet hour of prime. 170
Thou sun ! of this gi*eat world botu

eye^ and soul,

Acknowledge him thy greater; sound his praise
In thy eternal course, both when thou elimb'st,
And when high noon hast gain'd, and when thou

fall'st.

Moon ! that now meets the orient sun, now fly'st
With the fix'd stars, tix'd in their orb that flies; 1?6
And ye five other wand'riag fires! that move
In mystic dance not without song, resound

His praise, who out of darkness eall'd up light.

Air, and ye elements! the eidost birth. 180
Of nature's womb, that in quaternion run

Perpetual circle, multiform; and mix,
A. [ nourish all things; let your ceaseless change
Vary to.our great Maker still new praise.
Ye mists, and exhalations! Inal now rise 185
FTOIII mil, or steaming lake, dusky, or

160. Ps.cxlyiii. "2, Praise ye Praise ye him, sun and moon:
him, all Ins''Angels : praise ye pm;se him, all ye stars of

him, ,.il ins li Jits.
"

light,

161. Matt, xviii. 10. Their 180201. L
J
s, cxlviii. 7, 8,

angels do always behold the 9, 10. Praise Jehovah from the

faro of my Father which is in earth, ye dragons and all deep*:
heavxn. fire aad haii, snow and vapour,

163. -Rev vii. 15. Before stormy wind fulfilling h;s woi -I :

th; ;:iri>neof God,day aaduight luountiiins aad all lulls, fruitful

('uple. trees aad all cedars: boasts and

tub. .
Kev. xx-U. 16. The ali ,;,itue, creeping things and

rig. u and inoi-aiug star. flying fowl.
"

179, Ps. cxlviii. 3.
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Till the sun paint your Heecy skirts with' gold,
In honour to the world's great Author rise:

Whether to deck with elouds th' uncolour'd sky,
Or wet the thirsty earth with falling show'rs, 190

Rising, or falling, still advance his praise.
His praise, ye winds ! that irom four quarters blow,
Breathe soft, or loud

;
and vv<" ve your tops, ye pines !

With every plant, in sign of worship wave.
Fountains! and ye that, warble as ye flow, , 19^
Melodious murmurs! warbling tune his praise.
Join voices, all ye living souls! ye birds,
That singing up to heav'n-gate ascend,
Bear on your wings, and in your notes, his praise !

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 200
The earth, and stately tr^ad, or lowly creep

1

"Witness if i he silent, morn or even,
To hill, or valley, fountain, or fresh shade,
Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise.
Hail universal Lord ! he bounteous still 205
To give us only good: and if the night
Have gainer d ought of evil, or coneeal'd,

Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark !

So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts
Firm peace recover'd soon, and wonted calm. 210
On to their morning's rural work they haste,

Among sweet dews, and flow'rs; where any row
Of fruit-trees, over-woody, reach'd too far

Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check
Fruitless embraces: or, they led the vine '215
To wed her elm ; she spous'd, about him twines
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings
iler dow'r, th' adopted clusters, to adorn
His barren leaves. Them thus employ 'd beheld
With pity heav'n's high King, and to him call'd 22O

^10. 1 Sam. i. 18. Her to God : and the peace of Go4
countenance was no more sad. shall keep your heart* aud

Philip, iv. 6, 7. Let

your requests be made known
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Raphael, that sociable spirit, that deign'd
To travel with Tobias, and secur'd

His marriage with the seven-times wedded maid.

Raphael, said he, thou hear'st what stir on earth

Satan, from hell 'scap'd thro' the darksome gulph,
Hath rais'd in paradise, and how disturb'd 2^6
This night the human pair, how he designs
In them at once to ruin all mankind:
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend

Converse with Adam, ip what bow'r or shade 230
Thou find'st him, from the heat of noon retir'd,

To respite his day-labour with repast,
Or with repose: and such discourse bring on,
As may advise him of his happy state,

Happiness in his pow'r left free to will, 233
Left to his own free will

;
his will, though free,

Yet mutable : whence warn him to beware
He swerve not, too secure. Tell him withal

His danger, and from whom ;
what enemy,

Late fall'n himself from heav'n, is plotting now 240
The fall of others from like state of bliss;

By violence? no; for that shall be withstood:

But by deceit, and lies : this let him know,
Lest wilfully transgressing, he pretend
Surprisal, unadmonish'd, unforewarn'd. ,. 24i

So spake th' eternal Father, and fulfilled

All justice: nor delayed the winged saint,

After his charge received: but from among
Thousand celestial ardours, where he stood 249
Vcil'd with his gorgeous wings; up springinglight
Flew thro' the midst of heav'n : the angelic choirs>
On each hand parting, to his speed gave way
Thro' all th' empyreal road ;

till at the gate
Of heav'n arriv'd, the gate self-open 'd wide;
On golden hinges turning, as by work 255

239. Luke, xxii. 31. Behold, Satan hatU desired to hare yom,
tiiat be nia^r sift you as wheat.
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Divine, the sov'reign architect had fram'd.

From hence (no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight,
Star interpos'd,) however small, he sees,

(Not unconform to other shining glohevs)

Earth, and the garden of God, with cedars crown 'd

Above all hills. As when by night the glass 26 1

Of Galileo, less assur'd, observes

linagin'd lands, and regions in the moon:
Or pilot, from amidst the Cycladcs
Delos, or Sainos, first appearing kens 265
A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight
He speeds, and through the vast ethereal sky
Sails between worlds and worlds: with steady wing
Kow on the polar winds; then, with quick fan

Winnows the buxom air : till within soar 270
Of lowering eagles, t' all the fowls he seems
A phoenix, gaz'd by all, as that sole bird,
When to enshrine his reliques in the sun's

Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies.

jA.t once on th' easterncliff of paradise 75
lie lights, and to his proper shake returns,
A seraph wing'd: six wings he wore, to shade
His lineaments divine

;
the pair that clad

Each shoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breast

.
With regal ornament: the middle pair 2SO
Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round
Skirted his loins, and thighs, with downy gold,
And colours dip'd in heav'n : the third, his fee

:

Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail,"

Sky-tinctur'd grain ! Like Maia's son he stood,
And shook his plumes, thatheav'nly fragrance fill'd

The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands
Of Angels under watch

;
and to his state,

And to his message high, in honour rise ; C8<)
I7or on some message high they guess'd him bound.
Their glittering tents he pass d, and now is come

Sfff. Ii. vi. 2. The Seraph iui: each one had six wiag*.
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Into the blissful Held, through groves of myrrh/
And fiow-'ring odours, cassia,, mud, and balm;
A wilderness or sweets! ibr nature here

Wanton'dj as in her prime,- and piay'd at will 295
Her virgin-fancies, pouring \<>r[\\ more sweet,
Wild above rule, 01 a it, enormous l>

Him through the spicy forest onward come
Adam diseern'd, as in the door he sai

Of his cool bow'r : while now the mounted snn 300
Shot down curect his fervid rays, i<- \arrn

Earth's inmost won-b (more vV; .
:

. than Adam
And Eve within, d- .- at her hour, prepar d [needs:
For dinner sa.ou-.y fruits, of Uiste to please
True appetite, am! ;,ot disrelish thirst .''05

Of uertaious tiraiighrs bet\\>en, from milky stream.

Berry, or grape ;
to whom thus Adam call'd:

Haste hither Eve! ai>d woith thy sight behold
Eastward among- i-hnse trees, what dorious shape '.

Comcb this way moving; seems au .a.ei morn 510
llis'ti on mid- noon; some gfer.t behest froirs heav'n
To us pf-rhiips he brings, and will vouchsate
This day to be our guest. But go with speed,
And what thy stores contain, bring Ibi th, and pour
Abundanee, fit to honour and receive 315
Our heav'nly stranger: well we may afford

Our givers their own gifts, and large bestow
From large bestow'd, where nature multiplies
Her fertile grow th, and by disburd'riing grows
More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare. S20
To whornthusEve. Adam ! earth's hallow'd mould,

Of God inspir'd small store will serve, where store,

(All seasons) ripe for use hangs on the stalk;

Save what by frugal storing firmness gains
To nourish, and superfluous moist consumes : 325
But I will haste, and from each bough, and brake,

Each plant, andjuiciestgourd,will pluck such choice

299. Gea. xviii. 1. Abraham sat in -the- tent-door iu the he at of

tbe day.
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To entertain our Angel-guest, as he

Behold, iig shall confess, that here on earth

God hath dispens'd his bounties as in heav'n. 330
So saying, with dispatchful looks in haste

turns, on hospitable thoughts intent

What choice to chuse for delicacy best
;

What order, so contriv'd as not to mix
Tastes, not well join'd, inelegant ;

but bring 335
Taste after taste, upheld with kindliest change :

Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk

Whatever earth, ail-bearing mother, yields
In India East or West ;

or middle shore
In Pontus, or the Punic coast

;
or where 340

Alcinous reign'cl ;
fruit of all kinds, in coat

Itough or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or shell,

She gathers; tribute large! and on the board

Heaps with unsparing hand : for drink, the grape
She crushes, (inoifensive must !) and mcaths 345
From many a berry : and from sweet kernels press'd
She tempers dulcet creams ;

nor these to hold
Wants her fit vessels pure : then, strews the ground
With rose and odours from the shrub, unfum'd.
Meanwhile our primitive great sire, to meet .350

His god-like guest, walks forth
;
without more train

Accompanied than with his own complete
Perfections

;
in himself was all his state :

More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits

On princes, when their rich retinue long 355
Of horses led, and grooms besmeared with gold^
Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agape.
Nearer his presence, Adam, though noFaw'd,
Yet with submiss approach, and reverence meek,
As to a superior nature, bowing low, 3fiO

528. Ileb. xiii. 2. Some yielding seed : to you it shall be
have entertained angels. for meat.

$38. Gen. i. 99.. Behold, I 360 to 370. Gen. xviii. 3.

liave given yon every herb bear- My Lord, if now I have found

ing M-cd, which is upon the face favour in thy sight, pass not

of all the earth, and every tree, away, I pray thce, from iby
in which is the fruit of a tree, servant.i 'H
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Thus said : Native of heav'n ! (for other place,
None can than heav'n such glorious shape contain)
Since by descending from the thrones above,
Those happy places thou hastdeign'd awhile
To want, and honour these, vouchsafe with us 36
Two only, who yet by sov'reign gift possess
This spacious ground, in yonder shady bow'r
To rest

;
and what the garden choicest bears

To sit and taste, till this meridian heat
Be over, and the sun more cool decline. 370
Whom thus th' angelic Virtue answer'd mild :

Adam ! I therefore came
;
nor art thou such

Created, or such place hast here to dwell,
As may not oft invite, (though spirits of beav'n)
To visit thee : lead on then where thy bow'r 37

O'ershades; for these mid-hours, till ev'ning rise,

I have at will. So to the sylvan lodge
They came, that like Pomona's arbour smil'd,
With flow'rets deck'd, and fragrant smells : but Eve

Undeck'd, save with herself, (more lovely fair 380
Than wood-nymph, or the fairest goddess feigu'd
Of three, that in mount Ida naked strove,)
Stood to entertain her guest from heav'n ;

no veil

She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm

Alter'd her cheek. On whom the Angel hail 385

Bestow'd, the holy salutation us'd

Long after to blest Mary, second Eve.
Hail Mother of Mankind ! whose fruitful womb

Shall fill the world more numerous with thy sons,
Than with these various fruits the trees ofGod 3Q0
Haveheap'd this table.- Rais'd of grassy turf

Their table was, and mossy seats had round:
And on her ample square, from side to side,

All autumn pil'd ;
tho' spring, and autumn, here

Danc'd hand in hand. Awhile discourse they hold ;

(No fear least dinner cool) when thus began

385. Luke i. 28. And the Angel came i* uatu hr, s*d

Hull, thou that art highly favoured.
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Our author : Heav'nly stranger! please to taste

These bounties, which our nourisher, (from whom
All perfect good, unmeasured out, descends

To us for food, and for delight) hath caus'd 400
The earth to yield : unsavoury food, perhaps,
To spiritual natures : only this I know,
That one celestial Father gives to all.

To whom the Angel : Therefore what he gives

(Whose praise be ever sung!) to man, in part 40i

Spiritual, may of purest spirits
be found

ISo ingrateful food: and food alike those pure

Intelligential sivbstances require,
As doth your rational : and both contain

Within them ev'ry lower faculty 41O
Of sense, whereby they hear, see,smell,touch,taste:

Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate,

And corporeal to incorporeal turn.

For know, whatever was created, needs

To be sustain'd and fed : of elements 415
The grosser feeds the purer ;

earth the sea ;

Earth, and the sea, feed air; the air, those fires

Ethereal ;
and as lowest, first the moon;

Whence, in her visage round, those spots, unpurg'd

Vapours, not yet into her substance turn'd. 420
Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale

From her moist continent, to higher orbs.

The sun, that light imparts to all, receives

From allhisalimental recompense,
In humid exhalations ; and at even 425

Sups with the ocean. Though in heav'n the trees

Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines [morn
Yield nectar ; tho' from off the boughs each
We brush mellifluous dews, and find the ground

398. James, i. 17. Every John, vi. 23. They did

good gift and every perfect gift eat bread, after that the Lord
is from above, and cometh had given thanks,

down from th Father f 429. Ps. Ixxviii. 25. Mas dill

lights. eat angels food.



144 PARADISE LOST. Book V.

Cover'd with pearly grain: yet God hath here 430
Varied his bounty so with new delights,,
As may compare with heaven

;
and to taste

Think not I shall be nice. So down they sat,

And to their viands fell: nor seemingly
The Angel, nor in mist, (the common gloss 435
Oftheologians ) but with keen dispatch
Of real hunger, and concoctive heat

To transubstantiate : what redounds, transpires

Through spirits with ease: nor wonder ;
if by fire

Of sooty coal th' empyric alchymist 440
Can turn, or holds it possible to turn,
Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold,
As from the mine. . Meanwhile at table Eve
Ministerd naked, and their flowing cups
With pleasant liquors crovvn'd. O innocence 44.5

Deserving paradise ! if ever, then,
Then had the sons of God excuse t' have been
Enamour'd at that sight : but in those hearts

Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealousy
Was understood, the injur'd lover's hell. 4.50

Thus when with meats, and drinks they had
Not burden 'd nature, sudden mind arose [suffic'd,
In Adam, not to let the occasion pass,
Giv'n him by this great conference, to know
Of things above this world, and of their being 455
Who dwell in heav'n : whose excellence he saw
Transcend his own so far

;
whose radiant forms,

Divine effulgence I whose high povv'r, so far

Exceeded human
;
and his wary speech

Thus to th' empyreal minister he fram'd : 4GO
Inhabitant with God ! now know I well

Thy favour, in this honour done to man
;

Under whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsafd
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste

;

Pood not of Angels, yet accepted so, 465

463. Matt', viii. 8. I am not worthy that thou shouldest come
under my roof.
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As that more willingly them couldst not seem
At heaven's high feasts t' have fed : yet what com-
To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd : [pare ?

O Adam ! one Almighty is, from whom
All things proceed, and up to him return, 470
If not deprav'd from good ;

created all,

Such to perfection, one first matter all,

Endu'd with various forms, various degrees
Of suhstance, and in things that live, of life :

But morerefin'd, more spiritous, and pure, 47
As nearer to him plac'd, or nearer tending,
Each in their several active spheres assign'd :

Till body np to spirit work, in hounds

Proportion'd to each kind. So, from the root [leaves

Springs lighter the green stalk; from thence, the

More airy; last, the bright consummate flow'r 481

Spirits odorous breathes; flow'rs, and their fruity-

< Man's nourishment) by gradual scale subiim'd,
To vital spirits aspire, to animal,
To intellectual; give both life, and sense, 485

Taney, and understanding; whence the soul

Reason receives; and reason is her being,
Discursive, or intuitive ; discourse

Is oftest yours, the latter most is ours ;

DifFring but in degree, of kind the same. 490
Wonder not then, what God for you saw good
If L refuse not, but convert, as you,
To proper substance: time may come, when men
AVith Angels may participate, "and find

TSo inconvenient diet, nor too light fare : 49J
,And from these corporal nutriments, perhaps,
Your bodies may at last turn all to spirit,

Improv'd by tract of time: and vving'd ascend

Ethereal, as we
;
or may at choice,

Here, or in heav'nly paradises, dwell
;

. 600
If ye be found obedient, and retain

Unalterably firm his love entire ;

Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy
503. Acts, xvii. '29. Forasmuch then as we are th oi'fsprln :

of God.
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Your fill what happiness this happy state

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 505
To whom the. patriarch of mankind reply'd:

O favourable spirit, propitious guest!
Well hast thou taught the way that might direct

Our knowledge, and the scale of nature set

From c'entre to circumference; whereon, 510
In contemplation of created things,

By steps we may ascend to God. But say,
What meant that caution join'd, if ye be found
Obedient? Can we want obedience then

To him ? or possibly his love desert 515
Who form'd us from the dust, and plac'd us here,
Full to the utmost measure of what bliss

Human desires can seek, or apprehend?
To whom the Angel. Son of heav'n and earth,

Attend ! That thou art happy, owe to God : 520
That thou continuest such, owe to thyself,
That is, to thy obedience; therein stand.

This was that caution giv'n thee; be advis'd !

God made thee perfect, not immutable;
And good he made thee ;

but to persevere 525
He left it in thy pow'r; ordain'd thy will

By nature free, not over-ruFd by fate

Inextricable, or strict necessity.
Our voluntary service he requires,
Not our necessitated ;

such with him 530
Finds no acceptance, nor can find : for how
Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they serve

Willing or no, who will but what they must

By destiny, and can no other chuse?

Myself, and all th' angelic host, that stand 535
In sight of God enthron'd, our happy state

512. Gen. xxviii. 12. A of necessity, but willingly,
ladder set upontheearth; the 1. Chron. xxviii. 9.

top of it reached to heaven. Serve God with a perfect heart

29. Philem. ver. 14. Net and a willing mind.
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Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds
;

On other surety none : freely we serve,

Because we freely love; as in our will

To love, or not, in this we stand, or fall. 540
And some are fall'ii, to disobedience fall'n;

And so, from heav'n to deepest hell : O fall

From what high state of bliss, into what woe !

To whom our great progenitor. Thy words

Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 545
.Divine instructor ! I have heard, than when
Cherubic songs by night from neighboring hills

Aereal music send. Nor knew I not

To be both will, and deed, created free :

Yet, that we never shall forget to love 550
Our Maker, and obey him, whose command
Single, is yet sojust, my constant thoughts
Assur'd me, and still assure ; though what thou tell'st

Hath past in heav'n, siome doubt within me move,
But more desire to hear (if thou consent) t

The full relation; which must needs be strange,
Worth v of sacred silence to be heard :

And we have yet large day; for, scarce the sun
Hath firiish'd half his journey, and scarce begins
His other half in the great zone of heav'n.

Thus Adam made request; and Raphael,
After short pause assenting, thus began.
High matter'thouenjoin'st me, C) prime ofmen !

Sad task, and hard ! fror how shall I relate

To human sense th' invisible exploits 565
Of warring spirits? How, without remorse,
The ruin of so many, glorious once,
And perfect, while they stood ? how, last, unfold
The secrets of another world, perhaps
ISot lawful to reveal r Yet, for thy good, 570
This is dispens'd: and what surmounts the reach
Of human sense, I shall delineate so,

By lik'ning spiritual to corporeal forms,
As may express them best : though, what if earth

H 2
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Be but the shadow of heav'n, and things therein 575
Each t' other like, more than on earth is thought?
As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild

Tleign'd where these heav'ns now roll, where earth

now rests

Upon her centre pois'd; when on a day
(For time, though in eternity, apply'd 580
To motion, measures all things durable

v By p
r

-|gfscnt, past, and future) on such day
Arffoeven'sgreatyear brings forth, th' empyreal host

OfcAngels, by imperial summons calPd

Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 585

Forthwith, from all the ends of heav'n appear'd
r Under the hierarchs in orders bright:
Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanced,

(Standards, and gonfalons, 'twixt van and rear)
Stream in the air, and for distinction serve 5 (JO
Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees :

Or in their glittering tissues bear imblaz'd

Holy memorials, acts of zeal, and love,
Kecorded eminent. Thus when in orbs

Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 595
Orb within orb, the Father infinite,

By whom in bliss imbosom'd sat'theSon,
Amidst (as from a flaming mount, whose top
Brightness had made invisible) thus spake :

Hear ail ye Angels, progeny of light, 600

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers!
Hear my decree, which unrevok'd shall stand.

582. Job, i. 6. Now there of the Father.

was a clay, when the Sons of 598. Deut. v. 4. Jehovah
God came to present themselves talked with you face to face in

before Jehovah. the mount, out of the midst of

1 Kings, xxii. 19. T saw the fire.

Jehovah sitting on his throne, 6O2- Ps. ii. 6. Yet have I :

and all the host, of heaven stand- set my king upon my holy hill

ing by him, on his right hand, ofSion. I will declare the de-

and on his left. cree: Jehovah hath s;iid unto

97. John,i. 1?>. The only be-, IHC, Thou art my Son, this day
gotten Son, who is iu the bosom have I begotten thee.
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This day I have begot whom I declare

My only Son, and on this holy hill

Him have anointed,, whom ye now behold 605

At my .right hand ; your head I him appoint:
And by myself have sworn,, to him shall bow
All knees in heav'n, and shall confess him Lord.

Under his great vice-gerent reign abide

United, as one individual soul 6lO
For ever happy : Him who disobeys,,

Me disobeys, breaks union, and that day
Cast out from God, and blessed vision, falls

Into utter darkness, deep ingulph'd, his place
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. 6 1.5

So spake th' Omnipotent, and with his words

All seem'd well-pleas'd : all seem'd, but were not all.

That day, as other solemn days, they spent
In song, and dance, about the sacred hill;

Mystical dance ! (which yonder starry sphere fl'iO

Of planets, and of fix'd, in all her wheels

Resembles nearest ; mazes intricate,

Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular,
Then most, when most irregular they seetn)
And in their motions harmony divine 625
So smooths her charming tones, that God's own ear

Listens delighted. Ev'ning now approach'd
(For we have also our ev'ning, and our morn;
We ours for change delectable, not need)
Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 630
Desirous : all in circles as they stood,
Tables are set, and on a sudden pil'd
With Angels' food, and rubied nectar flows

' In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold,
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of heav'n !

607. Gen. xxii. 16. By my- under the earth. And every
self have I sworn, saith Jehovah, tongue shall confess, that Jesus-

Philipp. ii. 10, 11. At Christ is Lord, to the glory of
the name of Jesus every knee God the Father.
shall how, of things in heaven, 614. Malt, xxv, 30. Into
and things in earth, and things outer darkness.
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On flow'rs repos'd, and with rich flowerets crown'd,

They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet

Quaft' immortality,, and joy, (secure
Of surfeit, where full measure only hounds

Excess) before th
?

all-bounteous King, whoshower'd
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641

Now when ambrosial night, with clouds exhal'd

From thathigh mouutoi^God,whencelightand.shade

Spring both, the face of brightest heav'n had ehang'd
To grateful twil igh t

; (for night comes not there 645
In darker veil) and roseate dews disposed

v All but th' unsleeping eyes of God to rest ;

v Wide over all the plain, and wider far

Than all this globous earth in plain outspread,

(Such are the courts of God !) th' angelic throng 650

.Dispersed in bands,, and files, their camp extend

By living streams, among the trees of life,

Pavilions "numberless! and sudden rear'd,

Celestial tabernacles, where they slept [course,
Fann'd with cool winds; save those, who in their

Melodious hymns about the sov'reign throne 650

Alternate all night long. But, not so wak'd

Satan : (so call him now; his former name
Is heard no more in heav'n.) He of the first,

If not the first Arch-angel, great in pow'r, 660

In favour, and pre-eminence; yet fraught
With envy against the Son of God, that day
Honour'd by his great Father, and proclaim'd
.Messiah, King anointed, could not bear 664

Thro' pride that sight, and thought himself impair'd.

Deep malice thence conceiving, and disdain,

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour,

638. Ps. xxxvi. 8, 9. They in thy light shall we see light,

shall be abundantly satisfied with 652. llev. vii. 17. Living
the fatness of thy house t and fountains of waters.

thou shalt make them drink of Rev. xxii. 2. On either

the river of thy pleasures. For side of the river was there th*

with tbee is the fountain of life : tree of life.
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Friendliest to sleep, and silence, he resolv'd

With all his legions to dislodge, and leave

i :

nworshipp'd, unobey'd the throne supreme, G7&

Contemptuous; and his next subordinate

Awak'ning, thus to him in secret spake: [close

Sleep'st thou, companion dear ! what sleep can.

Thy eye-lids? and remember'st what decree

Of yesterday, so late hath pass'd the lips 6?5>

Of heaven's Almighty r Thoi*to me thy thoughts
Ur

ast wont, I mine to thee wras woiit t' impart :

Both waking we were one; how then can now

Thy sleep dissent? New laws thou seest impos'd :

New laws from him who reigns, new minds may raise

In us who serve; new counsels; to debate 681,

What doubtful may ensue: more in this place
To utter is. not sate. Assemble thou
Of all those myriads which we lead the chief:

Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night 635
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste,

(And all who under me their banners wave)
Homeward, with flying march, where we possess
The quarters of the north

;
there to prepare

Fit entertainment to receive our king, (>90

The great Messiah, and his new commands;
Who speedily through all the hierarchies

Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws.

So spake the false Arch-an^el, and infus'd
j>au iiuiucu^ , , ,

.... i,;. ,,., f rQ ~

Of his associate: he together calls,

Or several one by one, the regent pow'rs,
(Under him regent) tells, as he was taught,
,'i'hat the Most High commanding, now ere night,
Now ere dim night had disinumber'd heav'n, 700
The great hierarehal standard was to move :

685. John, via. 44. The devil When he spcakcth a lie, he
was a murderer from the begin- speaketh of Jus own : for lie is

lung, and abode not in the truth, a liar and the father of it,

localise there is no truth in him.
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Tells the suggested cause, and casts between

Ambiguous words, and jealousies ;
to sound,

Or taint integrity : but all obey'd
The wonted signal, and superior voice 70,5

Of' their great potentate : (for great indeed
His name,, and high \vas his degree in heav'n :)

His count'nance, as the morning-star that guides
The starry flock, allur'd them; and with lies

Drew after him the third part of heaven's host. 710
Meanwhile th' eternal eye, whose sight discerns

Abstrwsest thoughts, from forth his holy mount,
And from within the golden lamps that burn

Nightly before him, saw, without their light,
"Rebellion rising; saw, in whom, how spread 715

Among the sons of morn, what multitudes

Were banded to oppose his high decree
;

And smiling, to his only Son thus said:

Son! thou in whom my glory I behold

In full resplendence, heir of all my might! 7-0

Nearly it now concerns us to be sure

Of our omnipotence; and with what arms -

We mean to hold, what anciently we claini.

Of deity, or empire : sucli a foe

Is rising, who intends to erect his throne 7&5

Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north.

Nor so content, hath in his thought to try
In battle, what our pow'r is, or our right.
T ,

* . -
1 -wo i^aiu UiilW

With speed what force is left, and all employ 730
In our defence: lest unawares we lose

This our high place, our sanctuary, our hill.

To whom the Son, with calm aspect, and clear,

710. Rev. xii. 4. drew the the morning stars sang together,
third part of the stars of heaven, and all the'sons of God shoxitcd
and did cast them to the earth. for joy,

713. Rev. iv. 5. There were 720. Heb. i. 2, 3. Heir of
seven lamps of fire burning be- all things ; brightness of his

fore the throne. glory.
716. Job, xxxviii. 7. When
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(Lightening divine, ineffable, serene!)
Made answer: Mighty Father ! thou thy foes 735

Justly hast in derision, and secure

Laugh's t at their vain designs, and tumults vain:

Matter to me of glory ! Whom their hate

Illustrates, when they see all regal pow'r
Giv'n to me to quell their pride ; and in event 740
Know whether I be dext'rous to subdue

Thy rebels, or be found the worst in heaven.

ISo spake the Son : but Satan, with his pow'rs,
Far was advanc'd on winged speed : an host

Innumerable ! as the stars of night, 745
Or (stars of morning) dew-drops which the sun

Impearls ! on every leaf, and every flow'r.

Regions they pass'd, the mighty regencies
Of soraphim, and potentates, and thrones,
In llieir triple degrees : (regions, to which

'

75O
All thy dominion, Adam, is no more
Than what this garden is to all the earth,

Ai|d all the sea, from one entire globose
Stretch'd into longitude) which having pass'd,
At length into the^limits of the north 755
They came ; and Satan to his royal seat

High on a hill, far blazing (as a mount
Rais'd on a mount) with pyramids, and tow'rs
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold,
The palace of great Lucifer; (so call 76O
That structure, in the dialect of men
Interpreted) which not long after he,..

Affecting all equality ,with God,
In imitation of that mount whereon
Messiah was declared in sight of heaven, 765
The Mountain of the Congregation calFd i

735.. Ps. ii. 4. He that sitletb ascend into heaven, I will exalt
wi the heavens shall laugh : Jo- my throne above the stars of
hovah shall have them iu deri- (Jod: I will sit also upon the
Ilon - mount of the congregation* iis

755 766. Is. xiv, 13, I will the sides of the north.
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For thither he assembled all his train
;

Pretending so commanded, to consult

About the great reception of their king,
Thither to come : and with calumnious art 770
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears.

Thix>nes,dominations,princedoms/virtues, pow'rs !

If these magnific titles yet remain,
Not merely titulur! since by decree
Another now hath to himself ingross'd 775
All pow'r, and us eclips'd, un-der the name
Of king anointed : for whom all this haste
Of midnight-march, and hurried meeting here;
This only to consult, how we may best,

*

With what may be devis'd of honours new, 780
Receive him, coming to redeive from us

Knee-tribute, yet unpaid : prostration vile !

Too much to one! but double, howendur'd!
To one, and to his image now proclaimed !

But, what if better counsels might erect 785
Our minds, and teach us to cast off this yoke ?

Will ye submit your necks, and chuse to ben d
The supple knee? Ye will not, if I trust

To know ye right; or if ye know yourselves
Natives, and sons of heav'n : possess'd before 790

By none
;
and if not equal all, yet free,

Equally free : for orders, and degrees,
Jar not with liberty, but well consist.

Who can in r;eason then, or right, assume

Monarchy over such as live by right 795
His equals? if in pow'r and splendour less,

In freedom equal. Or, can introduce

Law and edict on us, who without law
Err not? Much less, for this to be our Lord,
And look for adoration, to th' abuse 800

,

777. Ps. ii. 5, 6. Jehovah name every knee shall bow.
shall speak to them. I have 800. Heb. i. 6. Let all the
anointed my king. angels of God worship him.

782. Philipp. ii, 10. At his
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Of those imperial titles, which assert

Our being ordain'd to govern, not to serve !

Tbus far his bold discourse without controul

Had audience; when among the seraphim
Abdiel, (than whom none with more zeal ador'd 805

The Deity, and divine commands obey'd)
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal severe,

The current of his fury thus oppos'd.
O argument blasphemous, false, and proud!

Words ! which no ear ever to hear in heav'n 810

Expected, least of all from thee, ingrate !

In place thyself so high above thy peers. .

Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn
The just decree of God, pronounced, and sworn:

That to his only Son, by right endu'd 815
With regal sceptre, every soul in heav'n

Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due
Confess him rightful king? Unjust, thou say'st, .

Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free,

And, equal over equals, to let reign 820
One over all, with unsucceedcd pow'r
Shalt thou give law to God? shalt thou dispute
With him the points of liberty, who made
Thee what thou art? and form'd the pow'rs of heav'n
Such as he pleased, and circumscrib'd their being?
Yet, by experience taught, we know how good, 826
And of our good, and of our dignity
How provident he is; how far from thought
To make us less : bent rather to exalt

Our happy state, under one head more near 830
United. But, to grant it thee unjust,
That equal over equals monarch reign:
Thyself (though great and glorious) dost thou count,

822. Rom. ix. 20. Who art ? that striveth with his Maker t
thou that repliest against God? Let the potsherd strive with the
Shall the thing formed say to him potsherds of the earth. Shallthe
that formed it, Why hast thou clay say to him that fashioneth
made me thus ? h, What makcst thou ? or thy

Is. xlv. 9, Woeujitohim work. He hath no hands?
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Or all angelic nature joined in one,

Equal to him begotten Son ? by whom, 835
As by iiis word, the mighty Father made
All things, even thee, and all the spirits of heaven,

By him created in their bright degrees:
Crown'd them with glory, and to their glory nanrd

Thrones, dominations,, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs;
Essential pow'rs! nor by his reign obscur'd, 841
But more illustrious made; since he the head
One of our number thus reduc'd becomes;
His laws our laws; all honour to him done
Returns our own. Cease then this impious rage, 845
And tempt not these; but hasten to appease
Th' incensed Father, and th' incensed Son,
While pardon may be found, in time besought.

So spake the fervent Angel : but his zeal

None seconded, as out of season judged, 850
Or singular, and rash : whereat rejoic'd
Th' apostate, and more haughty thus reply'd.
That we were form'd then, say'st thou ? and the work
Of secondary hands, by task transferr'd

From Father to his Son ? Strange point, and new! 855
Doctrine which we wouldknow whence learn'd: who
When this creation was? Remember'st thou [saw

Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being?
We know no time when we were not as now j

Know none before us; self-begot, self-rais'd 860

By our own quick'ning pow'r, when fatal course

Had circled his full orb, the birth mature
Of this our native heav'u, ethereal sons.

836. Col. i. 16, 17. By him 8-16. Ps. ii. 10, 11, 12. Be wise

acre all things created that are IKJW therefore, O ye kings: be

in heaven, and that are in earth, instructed, yejudges oftheearth.

visible and invisible, whether Serve Jehovah with fear. Kiss

they be thrones, or dominions, the son, lest he be angry, and ye
or principalities, or powers : all perish, from the way,, when, his

things were created by him, and wrath is kindled but a little,

for him. And he is before all 848. Is. lv. 6. Seek ye .To-

thing*, and by him all things hcvuh while he UK,, be i',und.
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Our puissance is our own, our own right hand
Shall teach us highest deeds, by proof to try 865
Who.is our equal : then ! thou shalt behold
Whether by supplication we intend

Address, and to begird th' almighty throne

Beseeching, or besieging. This report,
These tidings, carry to th' anointed King; 870
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight !

He said, and, as the sound of waters deep,
Hoarse murmur echo'd to his words applause.

Through the infinite host: nor less for that

The flaming Seraph fearless, though alone 873

Incompass'd round with foes, thus answered bold:

O alienate from God, O spirit accurs'd,
Forsaken of all good ! I see thy fall

Determin'd, and thy hapless crew involved

In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 880
Both of thy crime, and punishment. Henceforth
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke
Of "God's Messiah: those indulgent laws
Will not be now vouchsaf 'd

; other decrees

Against thee are gone forth, without recall; 885
That golden sceptre, which thou didst reject,
Is now an iron rod, to bruise, and break

Thy disobedience. Well thou didst advise ;

Yet not for thy advice, or threats, I fly
These wicked tents devoted; lest the wrath 89O
Impendent, raging into sudden flame

864. Pa. xii. 4. Our lips are them.
our own; \vho is Lord over us ? 886. Esther, v. f. The kino-

, ~7-,
Ps - xlv - 4 - TI >y "ght held out to Esther the goidenband shall teach thee terrible sceptre that was in his hand.

887. Ps. ii. 9. Thou shalt
v>7Z. Kev. xix. 6. The voice hreak them with a rod of iron ;of a great multitude j the voice thou shalt dash them iu pieces

f many waters. like a potter's vessel.
87o, 826. Ps. cxviii. 1J. They 890. Numb. xvi. 26. Depart,

compassed me about, yea they I pray you,, from ,lhe tents of
compassed me about

, but in the these wicked men, lest ye be
name of the Lord 1 will destroy tonsumed'm all tiieir sius.
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Distinguish not : for soon expect to feel

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire!

Then ! who created thee lamenting learn,

When who can uneieatethee thor sh alt know. $Q5
So spake the seraph Abdiel, faithful found

Among the faithless, faithful only he :

Among innumerable false, unmov'd,
Unshaken, unseduc'd, un terrify'd,

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal. 900
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind
Though single. From amidst them forth he pass'd,

Long way thro
7

hostile scorn
;
which he sustain'd

Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought : Q05
And, with retorted scorn, his back he turn'd

On those proud tow'rs, to swift destruction doom'd.

906. Is. xxxvii. 22, 23, 29. eyes on high ? even against the

The daughter of Zion hath Holy One of Israel. Therefore

despised thee, and laughed thee will I put my hook in thy nose.,

to scorn. Whom hast thou re- and my bridle in thy lips, and I

preached and blasphemed ? and will turn thee back by the way,
against whom hast thou exalted by which thou earnest,

thy voice, and lifted up thine

THE END OF THE FIFTH BOOK..
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THE ARGUMENT.

Raphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel

were scutforth to battle against Satan and his Angels.

The Jirst Jight described: Satan and his powers re

tire under night : He calls a council, invents devilish

engines, which in the second day'sfight put Michael and

his Angels to some disorder ; but they at length pulling

lip mountains overwhelmed both the force and machines

of Satan: Yet the tumult not 40 ending, God on the

third day sends Messiah his Son, for whom he had re

served the glory of that victory : He in the power of
his Father coming to the place, and causing all his

Itgions to stand still on either side, 'with his chariot and

thunder driving into the midst of his enemies, pursues

them unable to resist towards the wall of heaven ;

which opening, they leap down with horror and con-

fusion inta the pinee of Dunishment prepared for them

"in the deep: Messiah returns with triumph to his

Father,
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BOOK VI.

/xLL night the dread less Angel, unpursu'd [morn,
Thro' heaven's wide ehampain lield his way ;

till

Wak'cl by the circling hours,, with rosy hand
Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave
Within the mount of God, fast by his throne, 5
Where light, and darkness, in perpetual round

Lodge, and dislodge by turns ; which makes thro*

Grateful vicissitude, like day, and night: [heav'n

Light issues forth, and at the other door

Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 10
To veil the heav'n, (tho' darkness there might well

Seem twilight here) and now went forth the morn.
Such as in highest heav'n, array'd in gold
Empyreal; from before her vanish 'd night,
Shot thro' with orient beams: when all the plain
Covered with thick embattled squadrons bright, 1(3

Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery steeds,
lie fleeting blaze on blaze, first met his view.

War he perceiv'd, war in procinct ; and found

Already known, what he for news had thought 20
To have reported: gladly then he mix'd

Among those friendly pow'rs, who him received

With joy, and acclamations loud, that oner
That of so many myriads fall'n, yet one

5. ExocJ. xYiii. 5. The mount of God,
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Rcturn'd, not lost. On to the sacred hill 25

They led him high applauded,, and present
Before the seat supreme; from whence a voice,
From midst a golden cloud, thus mild was heard.

Servant of God, well done ! well hast thou fought
The better fight, who single hast maintained, 30

Against revolted multitudes, the cause
Of truth, in word, mightier than they in arms :

And for the testimony of truth hast borne
Universal reproach; far worse to bear
Than violence: for this was all thy care 33
To stand approved in sight of God, tho' worlds

Judg'd thee perverse. The easier conquest now
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends,
Back on thy foes more glorious to return

Than scorn'd thou didst depart; and to subdue 40

By force, who reason for their law refuse,

Right reason for their law; and for their King
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns.
Go, Michael! of celestial armies prince;
And thou, in military prowess next, 45
Gabriel ! lead forth to battle these my sons

Invincible; lead forth my armed saints

By thousands, and by millions, rang'd for fight,

Equal in number to that godless crew,
Rebellious : them with fire, and hostile arms, 50
Fearless assault; and to the brow of heav'n

Pursuing, drive them out from God, and bliss,

Into their place of punishment, the gulph
Of Tartarus

;
which ready opens wide

His fiery Chaos to receive their fall. 55

27. Matt. xvii. 5. Behold cause cam* I into the world,
voice out of the cloud. that I should bear witness unto

29. Matt. xxv. L>3. Well the truth,

done, good and faithful servant. 34. Ps. Ixix. 9. The re-

1. Tim. vi. 12. Fight the proaches of them that reproach-

good fight. ed thee are fallen upon me.
33. John xviii. 37. To this 36. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Study to

end was I born, and for this shew thyself approved unto God.
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So spake the Sovereign Voice, and clouds began
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll

In dusky wreaths, reluctant flames; the sign
Of wrath awak'd ! Nor with less dread the loud

Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 60

At which command the powers militant,

That stood for heav'n, (in mighty quadratejoin'd
Of union irresistible) mov'd on

In silence their bright legions, to the sound

Ok instrumental harmony, that breath'd 65

Heroic ardour to advent'rous deeds,
Under their god-like leaders, in the cause

Of God, and his Messiah. On they move

Indissolubly firm
;
nor obvious hill, 69

Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream divides t

Their perfect ranks : for, high above the ground
Their march was, and the passive air up bore

Their nimble tread: as when the total kind

Of birds, in orderly array on wing,
Came summoned over Eden, to receive *75
Their names of thee : so over many a tract

Of heav'n they march'd,and many a province wide,
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At last

Far in th' horizon to the north appear'd
From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretch'd 80
In hattleous aspert, and nearer view
Bristled with upright beams innumerable
Of rigid spears, and helmets throng'd, and shields

Various, with boastful argument portray 'd,

The banded pow'rs of Satan, hasting on 85
\V ith furious expedition : for they ween'd
That self-same day, by fight, or by surprize,

56. Kxod. xix. 1C. 18. On cause JchovaJi descended upon
the third day iu the morning, it in fire.

there vitre thunders and light- 69. Exod. xix. 19. The
ttings, and u truck cloud upon voice of the trumpet sounded
the mount

; and mouut Sinai long, and waxed louder and
was altogether on a sfaoke, be- louder.
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To win the mount of God
;
and on his throne

To set the envier of his state, the proud $9

Aspirer : but their thoughts prov'd fond, and vain,
In the midway. Though strange to us it seem'd
At first, that Angel should with Angel war,
And in fierce hosting meet

;
who wont to meet

So oft in festivals of joy, and love

Unanimous; as sons of one Great Sire, . 95

Hymning th' eternal Father: but, the shout
Of battle now began, and rushing sound
Of onset, ended soon each milder thought.

-

High in the midst, exalted as a God,
'Th' apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat, 100
Idol of majesty divine ! inclos'd

With fiaming Cherubim, and golden shields :

Then, lighted from his gorgeous throne, (for now
'Twixt host and host but narrow space was left,

A dreadful interval ! and, front to front 105

Presented, stood in terrible array,
Of hideous length) before the cloudy van,
On the rough edge of battle e'er it join'd,

Satan, with vast and haughty strides advanc'd,
Came tow'ring, afm'd in adamant and gold : 110
Abdiel that sight endur'd not, where he stood

Among the mightiest, bent on highest de,eds ;

And thus his owuf undaunted heart explores :

O heav'ii ! that such resemblance of the Highest
Should yet remain ;

where faith and realty, ] 1.5

Remain not : \vherefore should not strength, and
There fail,where virtue fails;or weakest prove[might,
Where boldest? Though to fight unconquerable ;

His puissance, (trusting inth' Almighty's aid!)
I mean to try ;

whose reason I have try
?d 120

Unsound, and false ; nor is it ought but just,
That he who in debate of truth hath won,
Should win in arms ;

in both disputes alike

8,9.
1 Tim. iii. 6. Lest being lifted up with pride, he fall

into the condemuatiofl of the devil. jg
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Victor : though brutish that contest, and foul.

When reason hath to deal with force : yet so 125

Most reason is that reason overcome.

So pondering, and from his arm^d peers

Forth-stepping opposite, half-way he met
His daring foe, at this prevention more

Incens'd, arid thus securely him defy'd. 130

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reach'd

The height of thy aspiring unopposed.
The throne of God unguarded, and his side

Abandon'd, at the terror of thy pow'r
Or potent tongue : fool ! not to think how vain 13,5

Against th' Omnipotent to rise in arms :

Who out of smallest things, could, without end,
Have rais'd incessant armies, to defeat

Thy folly ;
or with solitary hand,

Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 140

Unaided, could have finished thee, and whelm'd

Thy legions under darkness: but, thou seest
K
All are not of thy train ; there be, who faith

Prefer, and piety to God ; though then
To thee not visible, when J alone 145
Seem'd in thy world erroneous to dissent

From all : my sect thou seest; now learn too late

How few sometimes may know, when thousands err.

Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance,
Thus answer'^ : III for thee, but in wish'd hour 150
Of my revenge, first sought for, thou return'st
From flight, seditious Angel ! to receive

Thy merited reward, the first assay
Of this right hand provok'd, since first that tongue,
Inspir'd with contradiction, durst oppose ^155
A third part of the Gods, in synod met
Their deities t' assert : who, while they feel

Vigour divine within them, can allow

Omnipotence to none. But, well thou com'st

135. Prov. xiv. 16. A fool 137. See Exod. viii. As was
rageth, and is confident. done to Pharaoh.
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Before thy fellows,, ambitious to win 160

Prom me some plume ;
that thy success may she\y

Destruction to the rest : this pause between,
(Unanswered lest thou boast) to let thee know,
At first I thought that liberty, and heaven
To heav'nly souls had been all one ;

but now 165
I see that most through sloth had rather serve,

Minist'ring spirits, train'd up in feast, and song!
Such hast thou arm'd, the minstrelsy of heav'n,

Servility with freedom to contend,
As both their deeds compared this day shall prove.
To whom in brief thus Abdiel stern reply'd : 171

Apostate! still thou err'st, nor end wilt find

Of erring, from the path of truth remote :

Unjustly thou deprav'st it with the name
Of servitude, to serve whom God ordains, 17-5

Or Nature ; God, and Nature, bid the same,
When he who rules is worthiest, and excels

Them whom he governs. This is servitude,

To serve th' unwise, or. him who hath rebelled.

Against his worthier, as thine now serve thee, 180

Thyself not free, but to thyself inthrall'd ;

Yet lewdly dar'st our minist'ring upbraid.

Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom ;
let me serve

In heav'n God ever blest, and his divine

Behests obey, worthiest to be obey'd ! 185
Yet chains in .hell, not realms, expect: meanwhile
From me return'd, as erst thou saidst, from flight,
This greeting on thy impious crest receive.

So saying, a noble stroke he lifted high,
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 1QO
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight,
Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield,

Such ruin intercept: ten puces huge
He back recoiFd

j
the tenth on bended knee,

167. Heb. i, 14. Are they of truth.

not all ministering spirits? 183. Rev, xxii. 3. His ser-

173. Ps. cxix. 30. The way vants shall serve him.
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I.Tis massy spear up-stay'd : as -it' on ctvrth

Winds under ground, or \vaters, forcing way,

Side-long Inurpush'd a mountain from bis seat,

Half-sunk with all bis pines. Amazement sefe d
The rebel thrones, but greater rage to see

Thus foil'd their mightiest : oursjoy fiU'd, and shout,

Presage of victory, and fierce desire .. 201

Of battle: whereat Michael bid sound
Th* Arch-angel trumpet ;

thro' the vast of heav'n
It sounded, and the faithful armies rung
Hosannah to the Highest; nor stood at gaze 05
The adverse legions, nor less hideous join'd
The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose,

And clamour, such as heard in heav'n till now
Was never

;
arms on armour clashing bray'd

Horrible discord, and the madding wheels 210
Of brazen chariots, rag'd: dire was the noise

Of conflict ! over head the dismal hiss

Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew ;

And flying, vaulted either host with fire. ,

So, under fiery cope together rush'd 215
Both battles main, with ruinous assault,
And inextinguishable rage ^ all heav'n

Hesownded; and had earth been then, all earth
Had to her centre shook. What wonder? when
Millions of fierce encount'ring Angels fought 220
On cither side, the least of whom could wield
These dements, and arm him with the force
Of all their regions: how much more of pow'r
Army against army, numberless, to raise

'Dreadful combustion warrins:, and disturb,
Though not destroy, their rwppy native seat! 226
Had not the eternal King Omnipotent,
From his strong hold of YieaVk, high over-rul'd

^ind limited their might: though 'numbered such

05. .Matt. xxi. 9. Hosanna of -angels.
in the highest. 22?. Tim. i. 17. The Kia*
506. Matt. ixri. 53. Legions eternal.
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As each divided legion might have seem'd 230
A numerous host

;
in strength, each armed hand,

A legion ;
led in fight, yet leader seem'd

Each warrior
; single, as in chief, expert

When to advance, or, stand, or turn the sway
Of battle, open when, and when to close 235
The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight,
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed
That argued fear : each on himself rely'd,
As only in his arm the moment lay
Of victory. Deeds of eternal fame 240
Were done, but infinite

;
for wide was spread

That war, and various: sometimes on firm ground,
A standing fight : then, soaring on main wing ;

Tormented all the air
;

all air seem'd then

Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale 24,5

The battle hung; till Satan, (who that day
Prodigious pow'r had shown, and met in arms
JN

T
o equal) ranging through the dire attack

Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 24Q
Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and felPd

Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed sway
Brandish 'd aloft, the horrid edge came down

Wide-wasting! such destruction to withstand

He hasted, and oppos'd the rocky orb

Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, ^55
A vast circumference ! At his approach
The great Arch-angel from his warlike toil

Surceas'd ;
and glad, as hoping here to end

Intestine war in heav'n, th' arch-foe subda'd,

Or captive dragg'd
in chains, with hostile frown, 260

And visage all inflam'd, first thus began :

Author of evil ! unknown till thy revolt,

Un-named in heav'n, now plenteous, (as thou seest)

These acts of hateful strife ; hateful to all *

215. Rev. iii. 7. There dragon ;
and the dragon fought

was war in heaven
;

Miciiael and his angels,

and hi angels fought against tie
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Though heaviest (by just measure) on thyself 265
And thy adherents : how hast thou disturbed

HeavVs blessed peace, and into nature brought

Misery, uncreated till the crime

Of thy rebellion ! how hast thou instill'd

Thy malice into thousands, once upright 270
And faithful, now prov'd false \ But think not here

To trouble holy rest : heav'n casts thee out

From all her confines : heav'n the seat of blis*

Brooks not the works of violence, and war.

Hence then ! and .evil go with thee along, 27$

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell ;

Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils ;

Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom ;

Or some more sudden vengeance, wing'd from God,
Precipitate thee with augmented pain, 280

So spake the Prince of Angels! to whom thus

The adversary. . Nor think thou with wind
Of a ry threats to awe, whom yet with deeds
Thou canst not. Hast thou turn'd the least of these

To flight; or if to fall, but that they rise 285
Un vanquish 'd

;
easier to transact with IMC [threats

That thou should'st hope, imperious ! and with
To chase me hence r err not that so shall end
The strife which thou cali'st evil, but we style
Thfj strife of glory: which we mean to win, 290
Or turn this heav'n itself into the hell

Thou fablest; here, however, to dwell freej,

If not to reign : nujamvhiic thy utmost force,

(And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid)
'I fly not; but have sought thee lar and nigh. 295

They ended parle, and both addressed for fight
I nspeakable : for who, though with the tongue
Of Angels, can relate : or to what things
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lift

I 1 umari imagination to such height
'

300

297. 1 Cor. xiii. 1. The tongue of

I 2
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Of godlike pow'r: for likest Gods they seem'd,
Stood they, or mov'tl

;
hi stature, motion, arms,

Pit to decide the empire of great heav'n !

ISiow wav'd their fiery swords, and in the air

Made horrid circles; two broad suns their shields

Blaz'd opposite, while expectation stood 30G
In horror : from each hand with speed retir'd,

Where erst was thickest right, th' angelic throng;
And left large field, unsafe within the wind
Of such commotion: such as (to set forth 310
Great things by small) if nature's concord broke,

Among the constellations war were sprung,
Two planets, rushing from aspect malign
Of fiercest opposition, ia mid-sky,
Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound.

Together both, with next t' Almighty arm 316

Uplifted imminent, one stroke they aim'd

That might determine, and not need repeat,
(As not of pow'r at once) nor odds appear'd
In might, or swift prevention : but the sword 320
Of Michael from the armoury of God
Was giv'n him temper'd so, that neither keen,
!Nor solid, might resist that edge : it met
The sword of Satan, with steep force to smite

Descending, and in half cut sheer ; nor staid, 325
But with swift wheel reverse, deep erit'ririg shat'd

All his right side: then Satan first knew pain,
And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd; so sore

The griding sword with discontinuous wound 39
Pass'd through him ! but th' ethereal substance

Not long divisible
;
and from the gash [clos'd

A stream of nectarous humour issuing flow'd,

Sanguine, -(such as celestial spirits may bleed)
And all his armour stain'd, ere while so bright.
Forthwith on all sides to his aid was run 335

J3y Angels many, and strong, who interpos'd

-321. Jer, 1, 23, Jehovah hath opuwi his armoury.
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Defence ; while others bore him on their shield*

Buck to his chariot; where it stood retir'd

I'Tom-oli' the tiles of war: there they him laid

Gnashing for anguish, and despite,, and shame,,

To find himself not matchless, and his pride
.Humbled by such rebuke, so far beneath
His confidence to equal God in povv'r.
Yet soon he heal'd : for, spirits that live throughout
Vital in every part, (not, as frail man, 345>

Tn entrails, heart, or head, liver, or reins)
Cannot but by annihilating die :

IS or in their liquid texture mortal wound
Receive, no more than can the fluid air :

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 3:5 ft

All intellect, all sense
;
and as they please,,

They limb themselves, and colour, shape, and:size.

Assume, as likes them best, condense^ or rare.

Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserv'd

Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought,
And with fierce ensigns pierc'd the deep array
Of Moloch, furious king ! who him defy'd,
And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound
Threatened, nor from the Holy One of heav'n
liefrain'd his tongue blasphemous j but anon
Down cloven to the waist, with shatter'd arms,
And uncouth. pain, fled bcl lowing. On each wing
Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe.

(Tho' huge, and in a rock of diamond arrn'd)

Vanquished Adrarnolcch, and Asmudai, Sfo
Two potent thrones ! that to he less than Gods
Disdain'd; but meaner though tsleam'din

llieirflight,

Mangled with ghastly wounds thro" plate, and mail,
Nor stood unmindful Abdiel, to annoy
The atheist-crew ;but, with redoubled blow, 370

359. 2 Kings, xix. 2-2. Bias- be equal ? saUh the Holy One.
pht'iu-'cl the Holy Quo. o65. 2 Kings, xvii. 31. And

Is. xl. 525. To whom the Sephar^ ites burnt their chil-
tlicii will ye liken i\w f or shall I elrcn in the fire to Adramaelech.

I 3
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Ariel, and Arioch, and the violence
Of Rainiel scorch'd, and blasted, overthrew.

I might relate of thousands, and their names
Eternize here on earth

; but those elect

Angels, contented with their fame in heav'n, 37o
seek not the praise of men : the other sort

In might though wond'ro us, and in acts of war,
Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom
CancePd from heav'n, and sacred memory,
Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380
For

strength from truth divided, and from just,

IHaudable, nought merits butdispraise,
And ignominy ; yet to glory aspires

Vain-glorious, and thnnigh infamy seeks fame:
Therefore eternal silence "be their doom ! 385
And now their mightiest quelFd, the battle s\verv

>d>
With many an inroad sypr'd; deformed rout

"Enter'd, and foul disorder : all the ground
With shiver'd armour strown, and on a heap
Chariot, and charioteer, lay overturned, 390
And fiery foaming steeds : what stood recoil'd

O'erwearied, iho' the faint Satanic host

Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surpris'd ;

Then first with fear surpris'd, and sense of pain,
Fled ignominious; to such evil brought 39-5

By sin of disobedience ; till that hour,
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain.
Far otherwise th* inviolable Saints,
In cubic phalanx firm, advanc'd entire,

Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd : 400
Such high advantages their innocence
Gave them above their foes, not to have sinn'd,
Not to have disobey'd ! in fight they stood

Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd 404

380. Is. xxvi. 14. Thou hast mory of the just is blessed : but

destroyed them, and made all the u;une of tke wicked shall

their memory to perish. rot.

Pror. x. 7. The me-
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By wound, tho'from their place by violence mov'd

Now night her course began, and overheav'n

I nducing darkness, grateful truce impos'd,
And silence, on the odious din of war.

I Inder her cloudy covert both retir'd*

Victor, and vanquished. On the foughtcn field, 410

Michael, and his Angels, prevalent

Encamping, plac'd in guard their watches round,

Cherubic waving fires : on th' other part,

Satan, with his rebellious, disappear'd,
Far in the dark dislodg'd : and void of rest, -1 1 />

His potentates to council call'd by night ;

And in the midst thus undismay'd began:
O ! now in danger try'd, now known in UHU>

Not to beoverpower'd, companions dear ;

Found worthy not of liberty alone, 4J1Q

(Too mean pretence!) but, what we more affect,

Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ;

Who have sustained one day in doubtful fight

(And if one day, why not eternal days r)

What heaven's Lord had powerfullest to send

Against us from about his throne, and judg'd
Sufficient to subdue us to his will.

But proves not so ! then fallible, it seems,
Of future we may deem him, though till now 429
Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly arm'd,
Some disadvantage we endurd, and pain,
Till now not known

; but known, assoon contemn'd
;

Since now we find this our empyreal form

Incapable of mortal injury,

Imperishable; and though pierc'd with wound, 435
Soon closing, and by native vigour heal'd,
Of evil then so small, as easy think
The remedy : perhaps more valid arms,

422. Mall, vi 13. Thine is and honour, and glory, and
the kingdom, and the power, power, be unto him that sitleih
ami the glory. upon the throne, and unto the

llcv. v. 13. Blessing, Lamb, for ever and ever.

I 4
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Weapons'more violent, when next we meet,

May serve to better us, and worse our foes: 440
Or equal- what between us made the odds;
In nature none: if other hidden cause
Left them superior, while we can preserve
Unhurt our minds, and understanding sound,
Due search, and consultation, will disclose. 445
He sat: and in th' assembly next upstood .

Nisroch, of principalities the prime ;

As one he stood eseap'd from cruel fight,
Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havoc hewn

;

And, cloudy in aspect, thus answering spake : 450
Deliverer from new lords ! leader to free

Enjoyment of our right, as Gods! yet hard

For Gods, and too unequal work we find,

Against unequal arms' to fight in pain,

Against unpain'd, impassive ;
from which evil 455

Hum must need's ensue ! for, what avails [pain
Valour, or strength, tho* matchless, quell'd with

Which all subdues, and makes remiss the hands
Of mightiest ? Sense of pleasure we may well

Spare out of life, perhaps, and not repine 4GO
But live content, which is the calmest life.

But, pain is perfect misery, the worst

Of evils
;
and excessive, overturns

^All patience. He who therefore can invent

With what more forcible we may offend 465
Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves

No less than for deliverance what we owe.

Whereto, with look compos'd, Satan reply'd :

Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470
Bcliev'st so main to our success, I bring.
Which of us who beholds the bright surface

443. Ps. xrvii. 10. Jehovah thr king. of Assyria va* wor?hip-

preserveth the souls of his ping ih the house .of. JX'isrodi iiis

saints. god j his sons smote hiui with thr

447, 2 Kings, xix. 37. As * word.
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Of this ethereous mould, whereon we stand;
This continent of spacious heav'n, adorri'd

With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrosial, gems, and gold ;

"Whose "eye so superficially surveys 476
These things, as not to mind from whence they grow
Deep under ground; materials dark,, and crude,
Of spirituous, and fiery spume, till touch'd
With heaven's ray, and temper'd, they shoot forth

So beauteous, op'ning to the ambient light? 481

These, in their dark nativity, the deep
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame :

Which into hollow engines, long, and round,
Thick ramm'd, at th' other bore with touch of fire

Dilated, and infuriate, shall send forth 4^6-

From far, with thmid'ring noise, among our foes

Such implements of mischief, as shall dash
To pieces>.aiid o'erwhelm whatever stands
'Adverse : that they shall fear we have disarmed 490=
Tin- Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt.

Nor long shall be our labour; yet ere dawn,
KlVcct shall end our wish. Meanwhile revive ;

Abandon fear; to strength, and counsel join'd,
Think nothing hard, much less to be dcsp'air'd. 4Q$>
He ended, and his words their drooping cheer

Enlighten'd, and their languish 'd. hope reviv'd.

Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he
To beth' inventor miss'd, so easy it seeuv'cl 499'
Once found, which yet unfound most would have

Impossible. Yet haply of thy race [thought
In future days (if malice should abound)
{Some one intent on mischief, or inspir'd
With devilish machination, might devise
Like instrument, to plague the sons of'men 505
L'or sin

;
on war, and mutual slaughter, bent.

Forthwith from counsel to the work they flew,
j>one arguing stood : innumerable hands .

\\ ere ready ; in a moment up they turn'd

I 5
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Wide the celestial soil
;
and saw beneath 510

TV originals of nature in their crude

Conception : sulphuroiii, and nitrous foam

They found, they mingled, and with subtle art,

Concocted, and adusted, they reduc'd

To blackest grain, and into store conveyed. 515
Part,, hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this earth

Entrails unlike) of mineral, and stone,
Whereof to found their engines, and their balls

Of missive ruin : part, incentive reed

Provide, pernicious with one touch of fire. 520
So all ere day-spring, under conscious night,
Secret they tinish'd, and in order set,

With silent circumspection, unespy'd.
Now when fair marn orient in heav'n appeared,

Uprose the victor Angels, and to arms 525
The matin trumpet sung: in arms they stood

Of golden panoply, refulgent host!

Soon banded : others from the dawning hills [scour
Look'd round, and scouts each coast light-armed
Each quarter, to descry the distant foe, 530
Where lodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight,
In motion, or in halt : him soon they met
Under spread ensigns moving nigh,, in slow

ISutfirm battalion: back with speediest sail

Zophiel, of Cherubim the swiftest wing* 535
Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus ery'd:

Arm, warriors, arm for fight ! the foe at hand,"*

Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit
This day; fear not his flight; so thick u cloud

He comes, and settled in his face 1 see 54O
$ad resolution, and secure. Let each
His adrvrrnuitiue coat gird well, and each
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield,

Borne ev'n, or high; for, this day will pour down,
If I conjecture ought, no drizzling showV, 545

527. Fph. vi. 11.. Put en the par.criy of God.
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But rattling storm of arrows barb'd with fire.

So warn'd he them, aware themselves; and soon

In order, quit of all impediment,

Instant, without disturb, they took alarm ;

And onward move embattl'd : when behold! 550

JNot distant far with heavy pace the foe

Approaching gross, and huge; in hollow cube

Training his devilish enginry, impal'd
On ev'ry side with shadowing squadrons deep,
To hide'the fraud. At interview both stood

Awhile: but suddenly at head appeared
Satan

;
and thus was heard commanding loud :

Vanguard ! to right, and left, the front unfold ;

That all may see, who hate us, how we seek

Peace, and composure; and with open breast 5()0

Stand ready to receive them, if they like

Our overture, and turn not back perverse.

But, that I doubt: however witness heaven !'

lieav'n witness ihou anon ! while \ve discharge

Freely our part : ye who appointed stand, 56.5

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch

What we propound ; and loud, that all may hear.

So scoffing in ambiguouswords, he scarce

Had ended; when to right, and left, the front

Divided, iirvd to either flank retirVl : 570
Which to our eyes discovered (new, and stran^.
A triple mounted row of pillars, laid

On wheels (for like to pillars most they seem
?

<3.

Or hollow'd bodies made of our 9 or fir, 57-*

With branches lup'd, in wood or jnoimtaln feli'd)

564. Prov. xxi. LM.
'

Proud \iis. X'd ; lu;!r.cur rvicT plea-
and haughty scornfr is his name, finury C'.o not i-.gree with the

who deuieih iu pruitd wr.ith. ci.::r;-.v:ter of Satan. And
008. This puuuiiig accnc has Belial imihitt! him in ver.

been much crtiSuretT. Yet it wliere the raiilerv i so co

should be considered thr.t ihrre b it not just that his icialicf

is a great dill'ereace br-twixi the iinjiifty should be r

Delicacy of Attic wit^ and the groate'r thao his \vit?

proud malignant seeding oi ue-

I 6
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Brass,, iron, stony mould ; had not their mouths
With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide,

Portending hollow truce : at each hchind
A Seraph stood, and in his hand a reed

Stood waving tip'd with fire; while we suspense, 580
Collected stood within our thoughts amus'd :

Not long ! for sudden all at once their reeds

Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply 'd

With nicest touch. Immediate in aflame, 584

(But soon obscur'd with smoke) all heav'n appear'd
From those deep-throatedenginesheleh'd,whose'roav
Embowel'd with outrageous noise the air,

And all her entrails tore; disgorging foul

Their devilish glut, chaiird thunder-holts, and hail

Of iron globes, which on the victor host 590

Leveird, with such impetuous fury smote,
That whom they hit, none on their feet might stand,

Though standing else as rocks; hut down they fell

By thousands, Angel on Arch -an gel rolFd; .

The sooner for their arms; -{unarm'd they might 595
Have easily, as spirits, evaded swift

By quick contraction, or removQ^but now
Foul dissipation followed, ancHbrc'd rout;

INor serv'd it to relax their serried files.

Whatshould they do ? ifon they rush'd, repulse 600

Eepeated, and indecent overthrow

Doubled, would render them yet more despis'd,
And to their foes a laughter, for in view,
Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row,
Jn posture to displode their second tire 605

Of thunder : back defeated to return

They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight,

And to his mates thus in derision call'd.

O friends ! why come not on these victorsproud :

Ere while they fierce were coming ;
and when we,

fiOft. Matt. ix. 24. They They reviled him, and mocking^
l,-:ui!,hcd him to scorn. said. He saved others, himself

~ Matt, xxvii, 39, 41, 4-2, he cannot save.
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To entertain them fair with open front, Ol I

And breast, (what could we more ?) propounded terms
Of composition, straight they chang'd their minds,
Flew off, and into strange vagaries tell,

As they would dance; yet for a danqe they seeni'd

Somewhat extravagant, and wild: perhaps 6l6
Tor joy of offer'd peace : but I suppose,
If our proposals once again were heard,
We shoukl compel them to a quick result.

To whom thus Belial, in like gamesome mood. 6'2$

Leader! the terms we sent were terms of weight,
Of hard contents, and full of force urgM home ;

Such as we might perceive amus'd them all,

And stumbled many: who receives them right,
] tad need from head to foot well understand

;
625

Not understood,, this gift they have besides,

They shew ns when our foes walk not upright.
So.they among themselves in pleasant vein

Stood scoffing, heightened in their thoughts beyond
All doubt of victory: Eternal Might 630
To match with their inventions tbey presum'd
So easy, and of his thunder made a scorn,
And all his host derided, while they stood

Awhile in trouble : but, they- stood not long;
Rage prompted them at

length ,
and found them arms

Against such hellish mischief fit t' oppose. 33(5

Forthwith (behold the excellence, the povv'r,
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd !)

Their arms away they threw, and to the hills

(For earth hath this variety from heav'n, 64O
Of pleasure situate in hill, ami dale)

Light as the light'ning glimpse they ran, they flew,
From their foundations loos'ning to and fro

They pluck'd the seated hills, with all their load,
Rocks, waters, woods, and by their shaggy tops 645

627. Prov. ii. 7. He is a 633. Ps. ciii. 20. Bless the
buckler to them that ^alk p- Lord, ye his angels, that exixl

rightly. in .strength.
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Uplifting bore them in their hands. Amaze,
Be sure, and terror, seiz'd the rebel host,
When coming towards them, so dread they saw
The bottom of the mountains upward turn'd

;

Till on those cursed engines' triple-row 650

They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence
Under the weight of mountains buried deep:
Themselves invaded next, and on their heads
Main promontories flung, which in the air 654
Came shadowing, and oppressed whole legions arm'd :

Their armour help'd their harm, crush'd in, and
bruis'd

Into their substance r>ent, which wrought them pain
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan ;

Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind
Out of such prison, tho' spirits of purest light:

(Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown) 66 1

The rest, in imitation, to like arms
Betook them, and the neighb'ring hills uptore :

So, hills amid the air encounter'd hills,

Huii'dto, and fro, with jaculation dire; 665
That underground they fought in dismal shade;
Infernal noise! war seem'd a civil game
To this uproar; horrid confusion heapVI

Upon confusion rose. And now all heav'ti

Had gone to wreck, with ruin overspread, 670
Had not th' Almighty Father, where he sits

Shrin'd in his sanctuary of heav'n secure,

Consulting on the sum of things, foreseen

This tumult, and permitted ail, advis'd :

That his great purpose he might so fulfil, 67.5

To honour his anointed Son, aveng'd
Upon his enemies, and to declare

All pow'r on him transferr'd: whence to his Son

(Th' assessor of his throne) he thus began :

Effulgence of my glory, Son belov'd ! 680
Son ! in whose fuce invisible is beheld

678. Matt, xxviii. 13. All 681. Col, i. 15. Who is the

power is given to me i heaven image of the iwviiible God.

and ia earth.
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Visibly, what by deity I am :

And in whose hand what by decree I do.

Second Omnipotence ! two days are past,

(Two days, as we compute the days of heav'n) 685
Since Michael, and his pow'rs, went forth to tame

These disobedient: sore hath been their fight,
As likeliest was, when two such foes met arm'd :

For to themselves I left them : and thou know'st,

Equal in their creation they were fornVd, 6QO
Save what sin hath impair'd ;

which yet hath wrought
Insensibly, for 1 suspend their doom:
Whence in perpetual fight they needs must last

Endless, and no solution will be found.

War wearied hath perform'd what war can do, 6Q5
And to disorder'd rage let loose the reins, [makes
With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd ; which
Wild work in heav'n, and dangerous to the main.
Two days are therefore past, the third is thine;
For thee [ have ordain 'd it

;
and thus far 700

Have suffer'd, that the glory may be thine

Of ending this great war, since none but thou
Can end it. Into thee such virtue, and grace
Immense, I have transfus'd, that all may know
In heav'n, and hell, thy pow'r above compare : 705
And this perverse com motion govern'd thus,
To manifest thee worthiest to be heir

Of all things; to be heir, and to be king
By sacred unction, thy deserved right.
Go then, thou mightiest, in thy Father's might 7 10
Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels
That shake heaven's basis, bring forth all my war,
My bow, and thunder; my Almighty arms
Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thigh.

707. Heb. i. 2. Heir of all hath anointed thee with the oil

things. of gladness above thy fellows.
709. Ps.xlv.7. Thou lovest 714. Ps. xly. 3, 4, 5. Gird

righteousness, and hatest wicked- thy sword upon thy thigh, O
JKSI: therefore God, thy God, luust mighty, with thy glory and
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Pursue these sons of darkness; drive them out 7

Prom all heaven's hounds, into the" utter deep:
There let them learn, as likes them, to despise
God, and Messiah, his anointed king.
He said, and on his Son with rays direct

Shone full, he all his Father full exprcss'd

Ineffably into his face received:

And thus the filial Godhead answering spake :

O Father ! O Supreme of heav'nly thrones !

First, highest, holiest, best! thou always seek'st

To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725
As is most just: this i my glory account,

My exaltation, and my whole delight,
That thou in me well-pleas'd, declar'st thy will

FultilPd, which to fulfil is all my bliss.

Sceptre, and pow'r, thy giving, I assume;
And gladlier shall resign, when in the end
Thou shalt be all and all, and I in thee

For ever; and in me all whom thou lov'st :

30

and thy majesty. And in thy
majesty ride prosperously, be
cause of truth and meekness., and

righteousness : and thy right hand
shall teach thee terrible things.
Thine 'arrows ;ire sharp in the

heart of the king's enemies
j they

fall under thee.

725. John, xii. 28. Father,

glorify thy name. Then came
there a voice from heaven, say-
in>r, i have both glorified it, and
will glorify it again.

-John, xvii. I, 4. Father,

glorify tby Son, that thy Son also

may glorify thee. I have glori
fied thee on the earth : I have
finished the work which thou

gavcst me to do.

7,3. Matt. m. 17. This is

my beloved Son, in whom 1 ;uu

well pleased.

729. John, iv.34. My meat
is to do the will of him that sdnt

me.

John, v. 30. I seek not

my o\\n will, hut the will of the

Father who hath sent me.
732. 1 Cor. xv. 24, 28.

When he shall have delivered up
the kingdom to God, even the

Father, &c. ; that God may be
all in all.

- John, xvii. 21, 23. That

they all may he one: as thou,

Father, art in me, and I in thee,

that they also may be one in us :

that the world may believe that

thou hast sent me. I in them,
and thou in me, that they may
be made perfect in one, and that

the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved

them, as thou hast loved me,
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But whom thou hat'st, I hale, and can put on

Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on, 735

linage of thee in all things : and shall soon,

Arrri'd with thy might, rid heav'ji of these rebell'd ;

To their prepared ill mansion-driven down
To chains of darkness, and th* undying worm :

That from thy just ohedience could revolt, 740
AVhom to obey is happiness entire.

Then shall thy saints unmix'd, and from th' impure
Far separate, circling thy holy mount

Vnteigncd Hallelujahs to thee sing,
11 yuins of high praise, and I among them chief. 745

'So said,, he o'er his sceptre bowing, rose

From the right hand of glory where he sat;

And the third sacred morn began to shine, 74&

Dawning thro* heav'n. Forth rush'd with whirlwind
The chariot of Paternal Deity, [sound

Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn,
Itself instinct with- spirit, but coavoy'd
By four Cherubic shapes; four faces each
Had wond'rous; as with stars, their bodies all,

734. Ps. cxxxix. 21. Do not Jehovah will come with fire,

I hate them, O Lord, that hate and with his chariots like a
thee ? whirlwind.

739. Mark, ix. 44. Their 751,752. Ezek. i. 5, 14, 16,
worm dicth not. 18, 19, 20. Out of the midst

Jude, 6. Reserved in thereof came the likeness of

everlasting chains under dark- four living creatures, and they
ness. ran, and returned, as the appear-

745. Ps. xxii. 22. I will auce of a Hash of lightning;
declare thy name unto my a wheel in the middle of 4
brethren

;
in the midst of th wheel

;
the rings were so high

congregation will I praise thee. they were dreadful. When th
-'-.. Ps. cxlix. 6. The high living creatures went, the wheels

praises of God in their mouth. went by them; for the spirit of

749, 750. Ezek. i. 4. And I the living creature was ill th

looked, and behold, a whirlwind wheels.
came out of the north, a great 753 756. Ezek. i. 6. Every
cloud, and afire infolding itself, one had four faces.

I. l.xv.i. 15-. Behold _ Ezek. i. 16. The ap-
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And wings, were set with eyes; with eyes, the wheels
Of beryl; and careering fires between: 756
Over their heads a crystal firmament

;

Where a sapphire throne, (inlaid with pure
Amber, and colours of the show'ry arch )

He, in celestial panoply all arm'd 7GO
Of radiant Urirn, work divinely wrought!
Ascended : at his right hand, Victory
Sat eagle-wing'd : beside him hung his bow,
And quiver with three-bolted thunder storM :

And from about him fierce effusion rolFd 765
Of smoke, and bick'ring flame, and sparkles dire.

Attended with ten thousand thousand saints>

He onward came; far off his coming shone,
And twenty thousand (I their number heard)
Chariots of God, half on each hand, were seen. 770
He on the wings of Cherub rode sublime
On the crystalline sky, in sapphire thron'd,
Illustrious far, and wide: but by his own

pearance of the wheels, and of ance of fire, round about within
their work, was like unto the it, as the appearance of the
colour of a beryl. bow that is in the cloud in the_ Ezek. x. 12. The Che- day of rain,

rubims whole body, and their 760. Eph. Ti. 11. The pa-
backs, and their hands, and their noply [the whole armour] of

wings, and the wheels were full God.
of eyes round about. 761. Exod. xxviii. 30. Thoa
757 759. Ezek. i. 22, 26, shall put in the breast-plate ot'

27, 28. And the likeness of the judgment, the Urini [lights], and
firmament upon the heads of the Thuiumuu [perfections].
the living creature was as the 765. Ps. 1. 'J. A fire shall

colour of the terrible crystal devour, before him, and it shall

stretched forth over their heads be very tempestuuus round about
above. And above the finna- him.
ment that nas over their heads 767. Jude 14. Behold the

was the likeness of a throne, Lord cometh with ten thousands
as the appearance of a sapphire- of his saints.

stone: and upon, the likeness of 7C9. i*s. Ixviii. 17. The
the throne -was the likeness as chariots of God are tweaty
the appearance of a man above thousand.

upon it. And I *aw as the llev. vii. 4. ix. 16, I

colour of amber, as the appear- heard tke number of them.
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First seen, them unexpected joy surpvis'd,
When the great ensign of Messiah blaz'd, 77 J

Aloft by Angels borne, his sign in heaven ;

Under whose conduct Michael soon reduc'd

His army, circurnfns'd on either wing,
Under their head embodied all in one.

Before him pow'r divine his way prepar'd ; 780
At his command th' uprooted hilts retir'd

Each to his place, they heard his voice, and went

Obsequious ; heav'n his wonted face renew'd,
And with fresh flow'rets hill and valley srnil'd.

This saw his hapless foes, but stood obdur'd, 785
And to rebellious fight rallied their pow'rs
Insensate! hope conceiving from despair:
In heav'nly spirits could such perverseness dwell?

But, (to convince the proud what signs avail,
Or wonders move th' obdurate to relent !) 79O

They hardened more, by what might most reclaim,

Grieving to see his glory, at the sight
Took envy; and aspiring to his height,
Stood re-embattled fierce : by force, or fraud,

Weening to prosper, and at length prevail 79^
Against God, and Messiah; or to fall

In universal ruin last: and now
To final battle drew, disdaining flight,
Or faint retreat; when the great Son of God,
To all his hosts on either hand, thus spake. 800

Stand still in bright array, ye saints! here stand,
Ye Angels arm'd ! this day from battle rest :

Faithful hath been your warfare, and ofGod
Accepted, fearless in his righteous cause :

776. Matt. rxiv. 30. Then 2 Chron. xx. 15, 17. The
shall appear the sign ot' the Son battle is not jours, but God's.
of man iu heaven. Ye shall not need to fight* set

801. Exoii. xiv, l.i, 14. Stand yourselves, stand, and see the
still, and *ee the salvation of salvation of Jehovah.
Jehovah- Jehovah shall fiaiit for 803. Matt, xxv, %\. Thou
you, and \o ihull h^ld jour hast been faithful,

peace,
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And as ye have receiv'd, so have ye clone,

Invincibly. l>ut of this cursed crow
The punishment to other hand belongs :

Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints*
Number to this day's work is not ordain 'd,

Nor multitude : stand only, and behold 81O
Cod's indignation on these godless pour'd

By me ; not you, but me, they have despis-'d ;

Yet envied : against me is all their rage ;

Because the Father, (t' whom in heav'n supreme
Kingdom, and pov/'r, and glory appertains) 814*

Hath honour d me, according to his will.

Therefore .tome their doom he hath assign'd :

That they may have their wish, to try with me
In battle which the stronger proves; they all,

Or I. alone against them: since by strength 820

They measure all, of other excellence

Not emulous, nor care who them excels;
jS

Tor other strife with them do I vouchsafe.
So spake the Son, and into terror chang'd

His count'nance, too severe to be beheld! 825
And full of wrath bent on his enemies.

At once the Four spread out their starry wings,-
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs

Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the sound
Of torrent floods, or of ji numerous host. 830
He on his impious foes right onward drove,

Ooomy as night : tv.ider his burning wheels

The stead iust'ernpyrean shook throughout ;

805. 1 Cor.'iv. 7. What hast 24. And when the living crea-

thcni that them didst not receive? tures went, the wheels went by
808. Rom. xii. 19. Vengeance them. And when they went,

hnuine, saith the Lord. heard the noise of their wings,
815. Matt. vi. 13. Thine is like the noise of great waters,

the kingdom, and the power, and the voice of speech as the noise

the
i:\ory-.

of an host.

8^5, Rev. vi. 16. Hide us 833. Job, xxvi. 11. The
from the face of him. that sittcth pillars of heaven tremble, and,

upon the throne. are astonished at his reproof.
887830. Ezekiel, i. 19,
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All but the throne itself of God. Full soon

Among them he arriv'd; in his right hand 835

Grasping ten thousand thunders, which he sent

Before him, such as in their souls infix'd

Plagues : they astonish'd, all resistance lost,

All courage; down their idle weapons dropp'd:
O'er shields,and helms,and helmed heads-he rode 840
Of thrones, and mighty seraphim" prostrate ;

That wish'd the mountains now might be again
Thrown on them, as a shelter from his ire.

Nor less on either side tempestuous fell

His arrows, from the four-fold vrsag'd Four, $45
Distinct with eyes ;

and from the living wheels,
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes;
One spirit in them rul'd, and every eye
Glar'd lightening, and shot forth pernicious fire

Among th' aecursM, that withered all their strength,
And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd, 851

Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, falFn.

Yet half his strength he put not forth, but checVd
His thunder in mid volley; for he meant
Not to destroy, but root them out of heaven. S5
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a herd

Of goats, or tim'rous flock, together throng'd,
Drove them before him thunder-struck, pursu'd
With terrors, and with furies, to the 'bounds

And crystal wall of heav'n, which op'nrng wide 8(30

Roll'd inward, and a spacious gap disclos'd

Into the wasteful deep: the monstrous sight

838. Ps. Ixxvi. 5,6,7. The on "us, and hide us from the
tout-hearted are spoiled; none face of hi'u that siUcth upon the
of I ho men of might have found throne, ami iroiu the wrath of
their hands. At thy rebuke, () the L;tml>.

God (j'i Jacob, who may stand 860. Matt. xxv. 41. Depart
in thy sight when once thou art from me, ye cursed,

angry? 5,S. I'*, kxviii. 38. He did
C4A llev. vi. 15, 16. The not stir up all his wrath,

tings, the great, the chief, the 859. Job, vi. 4. The tcrrorii

eighty, hid themselves, and said of (jod Set themselves in array.
tv tUe mouutuiiis
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Struck them with horror backward ; but,, far worse

Urg'd them behind: headlong themselves they threw

Down from the verge of heav'n ;
eternal wrath 865

Burn'd after them, to the bottomless pit.

Hell heard th' unsufYerable noise; hell saw
Heav'n ruining from heav'n, and would have fled

Affrighted ; but strict fate had cast too deep
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 870
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'd,

And felt tenfold confusion in their fall

Through his wild anarchy ;
so huge a rout

Incumber'd him with ruin ! hell at last

Yawning receiv'd them whole, and on them clos'd :

Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 876

Unquenchable, the house of woe, and pain.
^Disburdened heaven rejoic'd and soon repaired
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd.

Sole victor, from th' expulsion of his foes 880
Messiah his triumphal chariot turn'd :

To meet him all his saints, who silent stood

Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts,

With jubilee advanced ; and as they went,
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright 885

Sung triumph, and him sung victorious King,
SOB, Heir, and Lord ! to him dominion given,
Worthiest to reign. He celebrated rode

Triumphant through mid heav'n, into the courts,

And temple, of his mighty Father, thron'd 890

866. Rev. ix. 1. The hot- 88G. Exod. xv. 1,7. I will

tomless pit. .
s in a unto Jehovah ; for he hath

882. Luke, xix/38. Blessed triumphed gloriously. Jn the

Ije the King that cometh in the greatness of thine excellency thou

name of the Lord : Peace in hast overthrown them that rose

fceaven, and glory in the highest, up against thee : thou sentest

.> . Rev. vii. 9, 10. A great forth thy wrath, which consumed

multitude, clothed with white them as stubble,

robes, and palms in their hands
;

887. Rev. v. 12.' Worthy is

cried with a loud voice, saying, the Lamb to receive power,
Salvation to our God/ and unto and strength, and honour, and

the Lamb.
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On high : who into glory him receiv'd^

Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss.

Thus measuring things in heav'n by things on earth.

At thy request, and that thou may'st beware

By what is past, to thee I have reveal'd 895
What might have else to human race been hid;
The discord which befel, and war in heav'n

Among lh* angelic pow'rs, and the deep fall

Of those too high aspiring, who rebell'd

With Satan : he who envies now thy state ; 900
Who now is plotting how he may seduce

Thee also from obedience, that with him

(Bereav'd of happiness) thou may'st partake
His punishment, eternal misery:
Which would be all his solace, and revenge,

'

905
As a despite done against the Most High,
Thee once to gain companion of his woe.

But, listen not to his temptations : warn

Thy weaker: let it profit thee to have heard,

By terrible example, the reward 910
Of disobedience: firm they might have stood,
Yet fell. Remember! and fear to transgress!

.

891. 1 Tim. iii. 1(5. Received the right hand of the majesty on
ip into glory. high.

HebT. i. 3. Sat down on

THE END OF THE SIXTH BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

^Raphael at the request of Adam relates how and wherefore
this world wets'first created ; that God, after the expel

ling of 'Satan and his Angels out of heaven, declared his

pleasure to create another world, and other creatures to

dwell therein ; sends his Son with glory and attendance of

Angels to perform the work of creation in six days : the

Angels celebrate with hymns the performance thereof* find

Mis re-asc-ension into heaven.



PARADISE JLOST*

BOOK VII.

DESCEND from heavX Urania ! (by that name
If rightly thou art call'd) whose voice divine

Following, above th' Olympian hill 1 soar,

Above the flight of Pegasean wing.
The meaning, not the name, I call, for thou 5
Nor of the Muses nine, nor on the top
Of old Olympus dweli'st; but heav'nly born,
Before the hills appeared, or fountain flow'd,

Thou with eternal Wisdom didst converse,
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 10
In presence of th* Almighty Father, pleas'd
With thy celestial song. Up led by thee,
Into the heav'n of heav'ns I have presum'd,
(An earthly guest) and drawn empyreal air,

Thy temp'ring. With like safety guided down, 15
Return me to my native element :

Lest from this flying steed unreiir'd (as once

ik'llerophon, though from a lower clime)
Dismounted, on th' Aleiaii field I fall

Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn. Qft

Half yet remains unsung ; but, narrower bound,

8. Prov. viii. 24, 2;>. .SO. Then I was by him as one
When there were no depths, I brought up with him : and I was
was brought forth: when there daily hisdelight, rejoicing always
were no fountains abounding before him.
vith water. Before the moua- 13. Ps. cxlviii. 4. Praise him/
tains were settled, before the ye heaven of heavens.
hiii >ras I brought forth.

"'"
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Within the visible diurnal sphere*

Standing on earth, nor rapt above the Pole,
More sate I sing with mortal voice; unchanged
To hoarse, or mute, though fall'ii on evil days, 2$
On evil days though fall'n, and evil tongues;
In darkness, arid with dangers eompass'd round,
And solitude ! Yet, not alone, while thou

Visit'stmy slumbers nightly; or, when morn

Purples the east. Still govern thou my song, 30
Urania! and fit audience find, though lew.

But, drive far off the barbarous dissonance

Of Bacchus, and his revellers; the race

Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard

In Rhoddpe, where woods, and rocks, had ears 35
To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd
Both harp, and voice; nor could the Muse defend

Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores:
For, thou art heav'nly; she, an empty d ream,

Say, Goddess, what ensn'd when Raphael, 40
The affable Arch-angel, had forewarned

Adam, by dire example, to beware

Apostasy, by what befel in heaven
To those apostates; lest the like befall

In paradise to Adam, or his race, 45

(Charg'd not to touch the interdicted tree)

If they transgress, and slight that sole command ;

So easily obey'd, amid the choice

Of all tastes else,to please their appetite,

Though wand'ring. He, with his consorted Eve, 50
The story heard attentive, and was fill'd

With admiration, and deep muse, to hear

Of things so high, and strange : things, to their

So unimaginable, as hate in heaven, [thought,
And war so near the peace of God in bliss, 55

25. Eccl. xii. 1. While the 55. Phil. i. 4, 7. The peace
*vil days come not. of God, which passeth all under-

33. Gal. ,T. 21. Murders, standing,
reveilings.
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With such confusion : but, the fevil, soon

Drr/n back, redounded (as a flood) on tiiose

From whom it sprung ; impossible to mix
With blessedness. VV hence Adam soon repeal \I

The doubts that in his heart arose : and now U)

Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know

(What nearer might concern him) how this world

.Of heaven, and earth conspicuous, first began ;

"When, and whereof created ; for what cause;
What within Eden, or without, was done t5
Before his memory, (as one whose drought
Yet scarce allay 'd, still eyes the current stream,

Whose liquid murmur heard, new thirst excites.)

Proceeded thus to ask his lu>a\'rily guest.
Great things, and full of wonder in our ears-. 70

Far difPring from this world
>
thou Las reveal'd,

Divine interpreter! by favour scut

Down from the empyrean, to forewarn
Us timely of what might else have been our loss,

Unknown;which human knowledge could not rear!! :

For which to th' Infinitely Good we owe 70
Immortal .thanks, and his admonishment

Receive, with solemn purpose to observe

Immutably his sovereign will, the end
Of what we are. But, since thou hast vouchsafd 8O.

Gently, for our instruction, to impart
Things above earthly thought (which yet concerned
Our knowing, as to Highest Wisdom seem'd)

Deign to descend now lower, and relate

(What may no less, perhaps, avail us known) 85
How first began this heav'n, which we behold
Distant so high, with moving fires adorn'd

Innumerable; and this which yields, or filis,

All space, the ambient air wide interfus'd

-Is. lvii.2. The righteous created all things, and for tfry.
shall enter into peace. pleasure Cusy are and were

79. Jlev. iv. 11. Thou hast created,
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.flli>raciog round this florid earth : what cause 9&
Mov'd the Creator,, in his holy rest,

Through all eternity, -so late to build
J a Chaos; and the work begun, how soon

Absolv$J if untbrbid them rnay'st unfold
What we, not to explore the secrets ask 95
Of his eternal empire, but the more
To magnify his works, the more we know..
And the great light of day yet wants to run
Much of his race,, though*stee[>,siispense in heaven>
Held by thy voice; thy" potent voice he hears, 1UO
-And longer will .delay," to hear thee tell

His generation, and the rising birth

Of nature from the unapparent deep :

Or, if the star of ev'ning, and the moan
Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring
Silence; and

sleep, list'imig to thee, will watch;
Or, we can bid his absence, till thy song
End

,
and dismiss thee ere the morning shine.

Thus Adam his illustrious guest besought;
And thus the godlike Angel answer'd mild. 110

Tin's also thy request, with caution ask'd,

Obtain : though to recount almighty works,
What words, or tongue of seraph, can suffice J

Or, heart of man suffice to comprehend!
Yet,what thou cunst attain, (which bestmay serve 1 1 5
To glorify the Maker, and infer

Thee also happier) shall not be with-held

Thy hearing: such commission from above
I have receiv'd, to answer thy desire

Of knowledge within bounds: beyond, abstain ICO
To ask; nor let thine own inventions hope
Things not reveal'd, which th' invisible King,

97. Job, xxxvi. .i "Re- Invisible.

member that thou magnify his Mat. yxiv. 3(5. Of that

vvork which men behold. knmveth no man, no not the

1'tl, Kr: 1

!. vii, 12 9. They have .in^cls- ut' -hsavpu, but ju\ Tnthc r

sought out many inventions. (uiv,

122. 1 Tim. i. 17. The King
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Only omniscient, hath suppress'd in night;
To none communicable in earth, or heaven :

Enough is left beskles to search, and know. 125

But, knowledge is as food, and needs no less

Her temperance over appetite, to know
In measure what the mind may well contain:

Oppresses else with surfeit and soon turns;

Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. 130

Know then, that after Lucifer from heaven

(So call him, brighter once amidst the host

Of Angels, than that star the stars among)
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep
Into his place, and the great Son return'd If'.'i

Victorious with his Saints, th' Omnipotent
Eternal Father from his throne beheld

Their multitude, and to his Son thus spake:
At least our envious foe hath fcuTd, who thought

All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 140
This inaccessible -high strength, the seat

Of Deity supreme, us di^possest,
He trusted to have seiz'd, and into fraud

Drew many, whom their place knows here no more :

Yet, far the greater part have kept, I see, A4J

Their station; heaven, yet populous, retains

Number sufficient to possess her realms,

Though wide; and this high temple to frequent
With rninisleries due, and solemn rites.

But, lest his heart exalt him, in the harm 15O
Already done, to have dispeopled heav'n,

(My damage fondly deem'cl !) I can repair
'That detriment, if such it be, tolo.se

Self-lost; and in a moment will create

Dent. xxix. 29. Secret Ps. ciii. 1<J. The place
things belong uuto Jehovah our thereof shall know it no more.
God : hut those things which are

'

150. Dent, xxxii. il'. Lest
reveale.i belong uuto us. the adversaries should behave

144. Job, vii. 10. Neither themselves strangely, and lest 1

shall his place know him any they should sav, our haud ic

.more. high.
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Another world ; out of one man, a race 155

Of men innumerable, there to dwell,
Not here; till by degrees of merit rais'd,

They open to them selves at ier.gth tLe way
Up hither; under long obedience try'd :

And earth be chang'd to heav'n, and heav'n to earth,
One kingdom, joy, and union without end. l6l

Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye pow'rs of heaven !

And thou my word, begotten Son ! by thee

This I perform ; speak thou, and be it done.

My overshadowing spirit, and might, with thee 165
I send along : ride forth, and bid the deep
Within appointed bounds, be heav'n and earth : .

Boundless the deep, because I AM who fill

Infinitude: nor vacuous the space;

Though I, uncircumscrib'd myself, retire, 170
And put not forth my goodness; which is free

To act, or not : necessity, and chance,

Approach not me ;
and what I will is fate.

So spake th' Almighty, and to what he spake
His word, the filial Grodhea^, gave effect. 175
Immediate are the acts of God, more swift

Than time, or motion ; but to human ears

Cannot without process of speech be told;

JSo told,, as earthly notion can receive.

Great triumph, and rejoicing, was in heaven, ISO
When such was heard declar'cl th' Almighty's will:

Glory they sung to the Most High ! good-will
To future men, and in their dwellings peace!
Glory to him ! whose just avenging ire

Had driven out th' ungodly from his sight, 185

16*. Rev. xx i. 3. Behold the the power of the Highest shalt

tabernacle,of God is with men, overshadow thee.

and he will dwell with them, Gen. i. ?. Th* Spirit of

and they shall he his people, and God moved [brooded] upon ti r-

God himself shall be with them, face of the waters.

and be their God. 180. Job, xyxviii, 7. All f.h*

16'. Luke, i. 35. The Holy sons of God shouted for joy,
Ghost shall come upon thee, ftml
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And th' habitations of the just: to him

Glory and praise! Whose wisdom had ordain'd

Good out of evil to create
;
instead

Of spirits malign, a better race to bring
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuse 190

His good to worlds, and ages, infinite.

So sang the hierarchies. Meanwhile the Son
'

On his 'great expedition now appear'd,
Girt with omnipotence,, with radiance crown'd

Of majesty divine: *sapience, and love 19-5

Immense, and all his Father in him shone.

About his chariot numberless were pour'd

Cherub, and seraph, potentates, and thrones,
And virtues : winged spirits, and chariots wing'd,
From th' armory of God; where stand of old CGO

Myriads, between two brazen mountains lodg
1

Against a solemn day, harnessVl at hand,
Celestial equipage ! and now came forth

Spontaneous (for within them spirit iiv'd)

Attendant on their Lord: heav'n open'd wide cOtf

Her ever-during gates, harmonious sound I

On golden hinges moving, to let forth

The King of Glory, in his powerful word,
And spirit, coming to create new worlds. (20Q
On heav'nly ground they stood, and from the slioix.

They view'd the vast immeasurable -abyss,

Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild
;

Up from the bottom tarn'd by furious winds,
And surging waves, as mountains, to assault 2 ! 4-

HeavVs height, and with the centre mix the pole..

Silence, ye troubled waves, arid thoudeep, peart
'

Said -then th' Omnific Word, your discord end

20ir Zech. vi, 1. And be- 203, 209. 1 John; v. 7 I&
hold there came four chariots out FAt her, the Word, aiid UK M;>i^
from between two mountains, Spirit.

'

and the mountains were moun- i!lC. Mark ,iv. 32. He aro^e
tains of brass. and rebuked the wind, and ?:t""i

208* Ps. xxiv, 10. The Lord unto the sea, Peace, be
of Hosts, he is the King of and there was a g";at calm.

Glory.
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Nor stny'd; but, 'on the wings of cherubim

Uplifted, in paternal glory rode

Far into Chaos, and the world unborn; 220
For Chaos heard his voice. Him all his train

Follow'd in bright procession, to behold

Creation, and the wonders of his might.
Then stay'd the fervid wheels, and in his hand
He took the golden compasses, prepared 22o
In God's eternal store, to circumscribe
This universe, and all created things.
One foot he center'd, and the other turivd

Hound through the vast profundity obscure ;

And said, Th us far extend, thus far thy bounds, 230
This be thy just circumference, O world!

Thus God the heav'n created, thus the earth ;

Matter unibrni'd, and void! Darkness profound
Cover'd th' abyss ; but, on the wal'ry calm
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outspread, G3i
And vital virtue infus'd, and vital warmth

Throughout the fluid mass, but, downward purg'd
The black TarUireous cold infernal dregs,
Adverse to life: then founded, then eonglob'd
Like things to like

;
the rest to several place 240

Disparted; and between, spun out the air:

And earth self-balanced, on her centre hung.
Let there be light! said God: and forthwith light

Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure

Sprung from the deep : and from her native east, 24&
To journey through the airy gloom began,
Sphcr'cl iii a radiant cloud ; (for yet the sun
Was not) she in a cloudy tabernacle

22.'C Pro*, viii.' 9.7. When 235. Gen. I 2. The Spirit
he prepared the heavens 1 was of God moved upon the lace oi'

: when he set a compass the water*.

-up'.>u the I'are of the deep. ^43, iM4, 245. Gen. i. 3. And
x'.>2. Geu. i.

1
2. The earth God said, Lee ihere be lifcht, aud

was without i'oiui and void. there wa ii^ht.
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Sqjourn'd the while. God saw the light was good :

And light from darkness by the hemisphere 250

Divided: light the day, and darkness night
He nam'd. Thus was the first day ev'n and morn :

Nor past uncelebrated,, nor unsung
By the celestilal choirs, when orient light

Exhaling first from darkness they beheld : 255

Birth-day of heav'n and earth ! with joy, and shout,

The hollow universal orb they fill'd ;

And touch 'd their golden harps, and hymning prais'd

God, and his works; Creator him they sung,
Both when first evening was, and when first morn.

Again, God said, Let there be firmament 61 >

Amid the waters, and let it divide

The waters from the waters ! And God made
The firmament expanse of liquid, pure,

Transparent, elemental air, diffus'd 2<j

In circuit to the uttermost convex
Of this great round : .partition firm, and sure,

The waters underneath from those above

Dividing: for as earth,; so he the world
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 2TO
Crystalline ocean, and the-loud misrule

Of Chaos far remov'd: lest fierce extremes

Contiguous, might distemper the whole frame:
And heav'n he naru'd the firmament : So even
And morning chorus sung the second day. . 275

S-l.9 252. Gen. 1.4, 5. And And Cod said, Letiljere.le a
God saw the light, that it was firmament in the midst of the

giMul : and God divided U>e light waters, and let it divide the
i'ruru tla; darkness. And God waters from the waters. And
called the light Day, ;,ud live . God- marie the imnanieut, and.

ilarkuc?s he called J\i>jht~: and divided the waters which were
tivo evening aud the morning under the firmament, from the
Mr err the lirsL day. waters which were above the fir<-

y.>t i'jl>. Juli, xxvviii. 4, 7. mament. And God call-id the
\V-hei c waiil, thou when I la;d tlic firmament heaven.
foundation* of the eauil:? When Ps. e.vlviii. 4-. LV

the morning stars sang tog- him, ye waters that bc'abwe/.Le
ther ? heaf ens.

261r~2T5, Gen. i,-(], 7, 8.

KG
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The earth was form'd, but in the v,omb as yet
Of waters, (embryon immature) involved,

Appeared not: over ail the face of earth

Main ocean flow'd; riot idle, hut with warm
Prolific humour sotf'ning all her globe, 280
Fermented the great mother to conceive,
Satiate with genial moisture : when God said,
Be gather'd now ye waters under heav'n
Into one place, and let dry land appear !

Immediately the mountains huge appear 85

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave
Into the clouds, their tops ascend the sky.
So high as heav'd the tumid hills, so low
Down sunk a hollow bottom, broad, and deep,
Capacious bed of waters! Thither they 290
Hasted with glad precipitance, uproll'd
As drops on dust conglobing from the dry :

Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct,
For hast; such night the great command impress'A
On the swift floods : as armies at the call ^9-5

Of trumpet (for of our armies thou hast heard)

Troop to their standard
;
so the wat'ry throng,

Wave rolling after wave, where way they found;
If steep, with torrent rapture; if through plain,

Soft-ebbing; nor withstood them rock, or hill: 300
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide
With serpent-error wand'ring, found their way,
And on the washy ouse deep channels wore ;

Easy, ere God had bid the ground be dry,
All b,ut within those banks, where rivers now 305

282 308. (jen. i. 9, 10. as with a garment: the waters
And God said, Let the waters stood above the mountains. At
under the heaven be gathered thy rebuke they fled: at lite

together unto one place, and let voice of thy thunder they hastetl

the dry land uppear, &c. away. They go up by the moun-
P*. civ. 5 8. Who laid tains: they* go down" by the val-

the foundations of the earth, that lic^ unto the place \\hich thuu
it should not be removed i'or ever, .hast founded for them,
Thou coveredst it with the deep,
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\ Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train.

XThe dry land, earth; and the great receptacle

O&cougregated waters, he call'd seas;

And saw that it was good : and said, Let th' earth

Put forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed, 3 10

And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind
;

Whose seed is in herself upon the earth !

He scarce had said, when the bare earth (till then

Desert, and bare, unsightly, unadorn'd)

Brought forth the tender grass, whose verdure clad

Her universal face with pleasant green : 31 6

Then, herbs of every leaf, that sudden flower'd

Opening their various colours, and made gay
Her bosom, smelling sweet; and, these scarce blown,
Forth-flourish'd thick the clustering vine, forth crept
The smelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 321

Embattl'd in her field; and th' humble shrub,
And bush, with frizzl'd hair implicit. Last,

Hose, as in dance, the stately trees, and spread 324
Their branches hung with copious fruit: or gemm'd
Their blossoms: with high woods the hills were

crown'd,
With tufts the valleys; and each fountain side,

With borders long the rivers: that, earth now
Seeni'dliketoheav'n; a seat where Gods might dwell

Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 350
Her sacred shades : though God had yet not rain'd

307318. Gen. i. 10, 11. In the day that the Lord God
And God called the dry land made the earth and the heavens
Karth, and the gathering together and every plant of the field be-

of the waters called he Seas: and fore it was in theearth, and every
God saw that it was good. And herb of the iield before it grew';
God said, Let the earth bring for the Lord God had not caused
forth gras?, the herb yielding it to ruin upon the earth, and
seed, and the fruit-tree yielding there was not i\ man to till the
fruit after his kind, whose seed ground. But there went' up %
is in itself upon the earth. mist from the earth, and watered
331337. Gtn. ii. 4, 5, 6. the whole face of the ground.
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Upon the earth, and man to till the ground
None was: but, from the earth a dewy mist

Went u p, and water'd all the ground, and each
Plant of the field ; which) ere it was in th' earth

God made, and every herb, before it grew
On the green stem : God saw that it was good.
So, ev'n, and morn, recorded the third day.

Again th' Almighty spake : Let there be lights

High in the expanse of heaven, to divide 34O
The day from night: and let them be for signs,
FOP seasons, and for days, and circling years;
And let them be for lights, as I ordain

Their office in the firmament of heaven,
To give light on the earth ! and it was so. 345
And God made two great lights; (great for their use

To man) the. greater to have rule by day,
The less by night, altern: and made the stars;

And set them in the firmament of heaven, ,

T 7

illuminate the earth, and rule the day, 3.5Q

In their vicissitude, and rule the night:
And light from darkness to divide. God saw,

Surveying his great work, that it was good :

For, of celestial bodies first, the sun

(A mighty sphere !) he frani'd
; unlightsome first, 355

Tho' of ethereal mould: then form'd the moon
Globose; and every magnitude of stars;

And sow'd with stars the heav'n, thick as a field.

Of light by far the greater part he took,

Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and plac'd 36Q
In the sun's orb, made porous to receive

339 353. Gen. 1.1418. lights; the greater light to rule

And God said, Let there be light* the day, and the lessor light to

in the firmament of the heaven, rule the night: he made the

to divide the day from night: stars also. And God set them ..

ruid let them be for signs, and ia the firmament of the Leaven,
lor seasons, and for days, and to give light upon the earth :

years. And let them be for and to rule over the day, and,

lights in the firmament of the over the night, and to divide the

heaven, to give light upon the light from the darkness: anc

earth. And God made two great God saw that it was good.
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And drink the liquid light; firm, to retain

Her gather'd beams ; great palace now of light :

Hither, as to their fountain, other stars

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light : 3GS
And hence the morning planet gilds her horns:

By tincture, or reflection, they augment
Their small peculiar, though (from human sight
So far remote) with diminution seen.

First hi his east the glorious ramp was seen, 370

Kegent of day ;
and all th' horizon round

Invested with bright rays, jocund to run
His longitude thro* heaven's high road : the grey
Dawn, and the Pleiades, before him danc'd,

Shedding sweet influence. Less bright the moon, 375'
But opposite in levell'd west was set,

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light
From him

;
for other light she needed none

In that aspect: and still that distance keeps
Till night; then, in the east her turn she shines, 380
Revolv'd on heaven's great axle, and her reign
With thousand lesser lights dividual holds,
With thousand thousand stars 1 that then-appcar'd.

Spangling the hemisphere; then tirst adorn'd
With their bright luminaries, that set and rose. .385

Glad ev'ning and glad morn crown'dthe fourth day.
And God said, Let the waters generate

Reptile, with spawn abundant, living soul !

And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings
37--. I\i. xix. 5 lie ri'joiceth of heaven. And God created

as a strong wan to rnn a race. great whales, and every Hviti"
:?.}. Ju.b/.xxxviii. SI. Canst creature that moveth, which the

thou bind .Hie sweet influences \vaters brought Forth abundantly
of i*ietad'es? after Hieir kind, and every wi:-,;--

387 :V.;a. Ciou. i. 20, 21, ed fowl after hi* kind: and, Go~d
2-'. And God said, Let the saw that it \va.s good. . Ami Goil
watcvj bring forth abundantly blessed tlieui, saying, Be fruitful,
the moving crvalmv, that hath and multiply, aud fill .the waters
life, and fowl 'that may fly above in the seas, and let ipwl jmilti-
the earth in the open firmament ply ia the cavth.
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Display'd on th' open firmament of heav'n ! 390
And God created the great whales, and each
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously
The waters generated by their kinds :

And every bird, of wing after his kind :

And saw that it was good, and bless'd them, saying)
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas; 39$
And lakes, and running streams, the waters fill !

And let the fowl be multiply'd on th
j

earth I

Forthwith the sounds, and seas, each creek and bay
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 40O
Of fish, that with their fins, and shining scales

Glide under the green wave in sculls, that oft

Bank the inid-^sea : part single, or with mate,
Graze the sea-weed their pasture ;

and thro' groves
Of coral stray ; or, sporting with quick glance 405
Shew to the aim their wav'd coats, drop'd with gold,
Or, in their pearly shells at ease> attend

Moist nutriment, or under rocks their food

In jointed armour, watch: on smooth, the seal,

And bended dolphins play : part, huge of bulk ! 4 JO

Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their
gait,.

Tempest the ocean : there leviathan,

Hugest of living creatures/on the deepr
Stretch'd like a promontory, sleeps, or swims;
And seems a moving land; and at his gills 415
Draws in, and at his trunk spouts out a sea.

Meanwhile the tepid caves, and fens, and shores

Their brood asnumerous hatch fromth ?

egg,that soon

Bursting with kindly rupture, forth discios'd 419
Their callow young; but feather'd soon and fkdge,
They summ'd their pens ;

and soaring th' air sublime,

399416. Ps-. civ. 24, 25, numerable, both small and great
26,27. O Jehovah, how mani- beasts. "There go the ships:
fold are thy works! in wisdom there is that leviathan, whom
hast thou made them all : the thou hast made to play therein,

eartk is full of thy riches. So These wait all upon th'ee : that

is this great and wide sea, thou mayestgtve them their meat
whereiu are things creeping ia- in due seasyji.
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With clang dcspis'd the ground, under a cloud

In prospect : there, the eagle, and the stork,

On cliffs, and cedar tops, their eyries build :

Part, loosely wing the region; part more wise, 425
In common, rang'd in figure wedge their way ;

Intelligent of seasons, and set forth

Their aery caravan high over seas

Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing,
Easing their flight; (so steers the prudent crane
Her annual voyage) borne on winds, the air 451

Floats, as they pass, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes.
From branch to branch the smaller birds with song
Solac'd the woods, and spread their painted wings
'Till ev'n ;

nor then, the solemn nightingale 43$
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her soft lays.

Others, on silver lakes, and rivers, bath'd

Their downy breasts ; the swan, with arched neck
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows
Her state with oary feet : yet oft they quit 440
The dank, and rising on stiff pennons tour

The mid aereal sky : others, on ground
Walk'd firm ; the crested cock, whose clarion sounds
The silent hours

;
and th' other, whose gay train

Adorns him, coloured with the florid hue 445
Of rainbows and starry eyes. The waters thus
With fish replenished, and t-Iie air with fowl,

Ev'ning and morn solemnized the firtrfday.
The sixth, and of creation last, arose

With ev'ning harps and matin
;
when God said, 4.50

Let tli* earth bring forth fowl living in her kind,

424. Job, xxxix. 27, 28. Doth turtle and the crane, and the
the eagle mount up at thy com- swallow obsorrethc time of their

raand, and make her nest oa coming.
high? she dwdleth and abideth 460 i.53. Gen. i. 24. And
on the rock, up-n the crag of God said, Let the earth'" bring
the rock, and the strong place. forth the living rr?ature [soul]
42T 1-;K'. Jer. via. 7. The after his kind, cattle, and creerC

stork in ihe heav.-n knoweth iog tiling and beast of the earth
her -tppbinted time*. : and the alter hi*" kind.
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Cattle, and creeping things, and "beast, of th' earth,

Each in their kind ! The earth obey 'd
;
and straight

Opening her fertile womb, teem'd at a birth

limunierous. living creatures, perfect forms, 455
Limb'd and full grown. Out of the ground uprose,
As from his laire, the wild beast, where he wons
In forest wild, in thicket, brake,, or den :

Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk'd ;

The cattle in the fields, and meadows green : 400
Those rare, and solitary; those in flocks

Pasturing, at once, and in broad herds up sprung.
The grassy clods now calv'd, now half appear'd
The tawny; lion, pawing to get free 464
His hinder.parts ; then springs as broke from bonds,
And rampant shakes his brindethnarie : the ounce,
The libbard, and the tiger, (as the mole

Rising) the crumbled earth above them threw
In hillocks : the swift stag from under ground 46)
Bore up.his branching head : scarce from his mould

Behemoth, (biggest born of earth) upheav'd
His vastness : tieec'd the flocks, and bleating, rose,

As plants : ambiguous between sea and land,
The river-horse, and scaly crocodile.

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground,
Insect, or worm : those wav'd their limber fans 4?G
For wings and smallest lineaments exact

In all the liveries deck'd of summer's pride,
With spots of gold and purple, a/ure, and green :

These, as a line, their long dimension drew, 480

Streaking the ground with sinuous trace: not all

Minims of nature ; some of serpent-kind,
Wond'rous in length and corpulence, involv'cl

Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crept
The parsimonious emmet, provident 485

485 453. Pror. vi. 6, 7, 8. seeiy or ruler, provideth her

Go to the ant, thou sluggard, meat in the summer, and ga-
consider her wa^s and he wise

; thereth her food in the harvest,

which, having no guide, ovtr-
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<:it

Of future : in small room large heart enclosed !

(Pattern of just equality perhaps
Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes

Of commonalty) swarming next appear'd
The female bee,, that feeds her husband drone 49O

Deliciously, and builds her waxen colls

With honey stor'd. The rest are rumberless,
And thou their natures know'bt,. and gav'st them
Needless to thee repeated: nor unknown [names,
The serpent (subtlest beast of all the field) 496
Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eyes
And hairy main terrific, though to thee

Is
r

ot noxious, but obedient at thy cull.

ISovv heav'n in all her glory shone, and roll'd

II er,motions, as the great First Mover's hand 50O
First whcel'd their course': earth in her rich attire

Comsummate lovely smil'd
; air, water, earth,

By fowl, fish, beast,was flown, was swum/vvas vvalk'd

Frequent ;
and of the sixth day yet remained ;

There wanted yet the master-work, the end 503'

Of all yet done ; a creature, who not prone,
And brute as other creatures, but indu'd

With sanctity of reason, might erect

His stature, and upright with front serene

Govern the rest, self-knowing and from thence 510

Magnanimous, to correspond with heav'n :

l>ut grateful to acknowledge whence his good
Descends; thither with heart, and voice, and eyes,
Directed in devotion, to adore
And worship G<>'1 Supreme, who made him chief
Of all his works . therefore tli' Omnipotent dlG
Eternal Father (for where is not he

Present?) thus to his Son audibly spake :

Let us make now man in our image, man

493'. Gen. ii. 19. Whatsoever 510534. Gen. i. 26, 27, 28.
Adnin tulicd every living crea- And God said, Let us make man'
tun-, th it was the name thereof, in ous inuige, after our like-
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In our similitude, and let them rule 520
Over the fish, and fowl, of sea, and air,

Beast of the field, and over all the earth,
And ev'ry creeping thing that creeps the ground !

This said, he ibrrn'd thee, Adam, thee, O man !

Bust of the ground : and in thy nostrils breath'd

The breath of life: in his own image he 52&
Created thee, in the image of God
Express ; audthou becam'st a living soul.

Male he created thee : but thy consort

Female, for race, then bless'd mankind, and said,
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth ; 531
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of th' air,

And every living thing that moves on th
j

earth,
Wherever thus created

;
for no place 555

Is yet distinct by name. Thence (as thou know'st)
He brought thee into this delicious grove,

BCSS : and let them have do
minion over the fish of the sea,

and oven the fowl of the air,

and over the cattle, and over all

the earth, and over every creep

ing thing that creepeth upon the

earth. So God created man in

bis own image : in the image ef

God created he him : male and
female created he them. And
God blessed them, and God said

unto them, Be- fruitful and mul

tiply, and replenish the earth,

and subdue it: and hare domi
nion over the fish of the sea,

and over the fowl of the air,

and over every living thing that

woveth upon the earth.

. Gen. ii. 7. And the

Lord God formed man of the

dust of the ground, and breathed

into his nostrils the breath of

Uft ; and iuuu became a living.

soul.

535547. Gen. ii. B, 9. 15,

16, 17. And the Lord God
planted a garden eastward in

Eden, and there he put the man
whom he had formed. And out
of the ground made the Lord
God to grow every tree that is

pleasant to the sight, and good
for food : the tree of life also iu

the midst of the garden, and the"

tree of knowledge of good and
evil. And the Lord God took
the man, and put him into the

garden of Eden, to dress it and
to keep it. Aud the Lord God
commanded the man, saying,
Of everytree of the garden thou

mayest freely eat: butofthetrcft

of the knowledge of< good and

evil, thou shalt not eatol'it : for

in the day that thou eaU'j*

thereof, thou shalt sorely di>--
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This garden ; planted with the trees of God ;

Delectable, both to behold, and taste !

And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 540

Gave thee (all sorts are here that all th' earth yields

Variety without end !) but, of the tree,

Which tasted works knowledge of good and evil,

Thou may'stnot : in the day thou eat'st,thou dy'st:
Death is the penalty impos'd : beware ! 545
And govern well thy appetite, lest Sin

Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death.

Here finish'd he, and all that he had made
View'd, and behold! all was entirely good ;

80 ev'n and morn accomplished the sixth day. 550
Yet not, till the Creator from his work

Desisting, though unwearied, up return'd :

Up to the heav'n of heav'ns his high abode:

Thence to behold this new-created world,
Th' addition of his empire, how it shew'd 555
In prospect

from his throne, how good, how fair,

Answering his great idea ! Up he rode

Fallow'd with acclamation, and the sound

Symphonious of ten thousand harps that tun'd

Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 560
Resounded, (thou remember'st, for thou heard'st)

Theheav'ns, and all the constellations, rung :

The planets in their station list'ning stood,
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant.

Open, ye everlasting gates ! they sung, 565

Open, ye heav'ns ! your living doors; let in

The great Creator, from his work returned

'Magnificent, his six days' work, a world :

Open, and henceforth oft
; for God will deign

To visit oft the dwellings of just men, 570
Delighted ; and with frequent intercourse

549. Gen. i. 31. And God 565. PB. xxiy. 7. Lift up
saw every thing that he had your heads, O ye gatet, and be

made, and behold it was very lift up, ye everlasting doors, and
the King of Glory shall ccme j.
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Thitljer will send his winged messengers,
On errands of supernal grace. So sting
The glorious, train ascending. He through heav'n,
That open VJ wide her blazing portals, led .375

To God's eternal house, direct the way :

A broad, and ample load, whose dust is gold.
And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear
Seen in the; galaxy ; (that milky way,
Which nightly as a" circling zone, thou seest 580

Powa^r'd^'ith. stars) And now on earth the seventh

Ev'ning aro.se in JBden, for the sun

Was set, and twilight tiom the east came on,

Forerunning night: when, at the holy mount
Of heaver's high-seated top, th' imperial throne
Of (: clhead, fix'd ibr ever firm and sure, 586
The fij al pow'r tirnv'd, and sat him clown
With his Great iBather : for he also went
Invisible : yet stay'4, (such privilege

!Hfa.th Omnipresence) and the work ordain'd, 5QO
Author and end of all things, and from work
Now resting, bless'd and hallow'd the seventh day ;

As resting on that day fror^J all his work :

But not in silence holy kept ; the harp
Had work, and rested not; the solemn pipe, 595
And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop,
All sounds on fret by string, or golden wire,

Temper'd soft tunings, intermix'd with voice

Choral, or up ison : of incense clouds

Fuming from golden censers hid the mount : 600
Creation, and the six days acts, they sung.

591, ;592. Gen. i;. 2, 3. And . created and made.

0^. the seventh day God ended 600. Rev. viii. 3, 4, All

his> Avork which 'he had made : Angel came and stood at the

and he rested on the seventh day altar, having a golden censer:

frem all his works which he had and there was given unto him

ljade. And. God blessed the much incense; and. the smoke

seventh day, and sanctified it: of the incence ascended tip

because that in it he had rested- before God out of the Angel'*

ftem. all hie -work, which God- hand.

1
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Great are thy works, Jehovah ! .infinite

Thy pow'r! what thought can measure thee, or

Relate thee? Greater now in thy return [tongue
Than from the giant angels: thee that day 605

Thy thunders magnify'd ; but, to create

Is greater, than created to destroy.
Who can impair thee, mighty King ! or bound

Thy empire? easily the proud attempt
Of spirits apostate, and their counsels vain, 6lO
Thou hast repeh'd ;

while impiously they theught
Thee to diminish, and trom ihee withdraw
The number of thy worshippers. Who seeks

To lessen thee, against his purpose serves

To manifest the more thy might; his evil 6l5
Thou usest, and from thence creat'st more good
Witness this new-made world, another heav'n !

From heaven-gate not far, founded in view

On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea ;

Of amplitude almost immense, with stars 620
Numerous, and every star perhaps a world
Of destin'd habitation ;

but thou know'st

Their seasons : among these the seat of men,
Earth, with her nether ocean circumfus'd, 624
Their pleasantdvvelling-place. Thrice happy men !

And sons of men, whom God hath thus advanced!
Created in his image, there to dwell,
And worship him

;
and in reward to rule

Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air ;

And multiply a race of worshippers 630
Holy and just: thrice happy if they know
'Their happiness, and persevere upright.

602. Rev. xv. 3. Great and come evil with good,
ttarvellous are thy works, Lord 619. Rev. iv, 6. And before
C/od Almighty. the throne there was a sea ofglass

610. Prov. xxi. 30. There like unto crystal,
is no wisdom, nor understand- 628. Ps. viii. fi, 7, 8. Thou
ing, nor counsel against Je- madest him to hare dominion
hovah. over the works of thy hauds^&c.

*>16. Rom. xii. 21. Over-
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So sung they, and the empyrean rung
With hallelujahs : Thus was sabbath kept.
At thy request think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 635
How first this world and face of things began,
And what before thy memory was done
From the beginning, that posterity
Infonn'd by tfcee might know; if else thou seek'st

Ought; not surpassing human measure, say.
640

THE 1KB OF THE SEVENTH BOOK,
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THE ARGUMENT

jfJam enquires concerning celejlial motions, is doubtfully

answered, and exhorted to search rather things more

> worthy of knowledge : Adam assents ; and, still desirous

to detain Raphael, relates to him what he, remembered

since his own creation, his placing in paradise, his talk

with God concerning solitude andfit society, hisfirst

meeting and nuptials with Ere, ///* discourse with the

Angels thereupon; xho after admonitions repeated

departs.
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1 HE Angel ended, and in Adam's ear

So charming left his voice, that he awhile

Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to hear :

Then, as new wak'cl, thus gratefully rcply'd :

What thanks sufficient,, or what recompense 5

Equal, have I to render thce, divine

Historian! who thus largely hast altay'd
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vbuchsafd
r

l'h is friendly condescension to relate

Things, else by me unsearchable; now heard 10
With wonder, hut delight; and, as is due,
With glory attributed to the high
Creator. Something yet of doubt remains,
Which only thy solution can resolve.

When I behold this goodly frame, this world, 15
Of heav'n, and earth consisting, and compute
Their magnitudes; tin'.-; earth a spot, a grain,
An atom, with the lirinameiit compar'd,
And all her number'd stars ; that seem to roll

Spaces incomprehensible, (for such 20
Their distance argues, und their swift return

Diurnal) merely to officiate light

lj. Ps. Aiii. YVIieu I consi- the number of the itars, h
drrthv lieayeijs. tallt-ili iti-m ail b iheir uum3.

1[>. 1\. t-xlvii. 4. Ilotc'llrtli

L-3
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Round this opacous earth, this punctual spot,
One day, and night; in all their vast survey
Useless besides : reasoning I o ft admire, 2j
How nature, wise, and frugal, could commit
Such disproportions; with superfluous hand,
So many nobler bodies to create,
Greater so manifold, to this one use:

(For ought appears) and on their orbs impose 30
Such restless revolution, clay by day
Repeated : while the sedentary earth,

(That better mightwith far less compass move)
Serv'd by more noble than herself, attains

Her end without least motion : and receives 35

(As tribute, such a sumless journey brought
Of incorporeal speed) her warmth, and light;

Speed ! to describe whose swiftness number fails.

So spake our sire, and by his countenance seem'd

Ent'ring on studious thoughts abstruse: which Eve

Perceiving, where she sat retired in sight; .41
With lowliness majestic from her seat,
And grace, that won who saw to wish her stay,
Rose

;. and went forth among her fruits, and flow rs,

To visit how they prospered, bud, and bloom, 45
Her nursery : they at her coming sprung,
And touch'd by her fair tendance gladlier grew.
Yet went she not, as not with such discourse

Delighted, or not capable her ear

Of what was high : such pleasure she reserved, 50
Adam relating, the sole audi tress :

Her husband die relator she preferr'd
Before the Angel ;

and of him to ask

Chose rather : he, she knew, would intermix

Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 53
With conjugal caresses; from his lip

Not words alone pleas'd her. (O! when meet now
Such pairs, in love, and mutual honour join 'd ?)

With Goddess-like demeanour forth she went;
Not unattended ! for, on her, as queen, GO
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A pomp of winning graces waited still ;

And from about her shot darts of desire

Into all eyes, to wish her still in sight.
And Raphael n_ow, to Adam's doubt propos'd,

Benevolent, and facile, thus rcply'd : 6.5

To ask, or search, 1 blame thee not
;

for heaven
Is as the book of Uod before thee set

;

Wherein to read his wond'rous works, and learn.

His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years.
This to attain, whether heav'n move, or earth, 70

Imports not, if thou reckon right : the rest.,

From man, or Angel, the great Architect

Did wisely to conceal ; and not divulge
His secrets to be scann'd by them, who ought
Rather admire. Or, if they list to try 75

Conjecture, he his fabric of the heavens

Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide
Hereafter ;

when they come to model heaven,
And calculate the stars, how they will wield 80
The mighty frame; how build, unbuild, contrive,
To save appearances ;

how gird the sphere
With centric, and eccentric, scribbl'd o'er,

Cycle, and epicycle, orb in orb.

Already by thy reasoning this I guess, . 85
Who art to lead thy offspring ; and supposest,
That bodies bright, and greater, should not serve
The less not bright, nor heav'n such journies run,
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives
The benefit. Consider first, that great, 90
Or bright, infers not excellence : the earth

(Though, in comparison of heav'n, so small,
.Nor glist'riug) may of solid good contain
More plenty than the sun, that barren shines;

69. Gen. i. 14. Let them be for signs, and for sea-sons, and
for days, and year*.

L 4
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Whose virtue on itself works no effect, <J.5

But in the fruitful earth : there first receiv
?

d,
His beams (unactivc else) their vigour find.

\ et, not to earth are those bright luminaries

Officious; but to thee, earth's habitant.

And tor the heaven's wide circuit, let it speak 100
The Maker's high magnificence; who built

So spacious,, and his line stretch 'd out xo Jar;
That man may know he dwells not in his own

;

An edifice too large for him to liii,

Lodg'd in a small partition; and the rest 10,5

Ordahfd for uses to his Lord best known.
The swiftness of those circles attribute,

(Though numberless) to his omnipotence ;

Thai to corporeal substances could add 109

Speed almost spiritual. Me thou think'st not slow,
V\ ho since the morning-hour set out from heaven,
'Where God resides, and ere mid-day arriv'd

In Eden : distance inexpressible

By numbers that have name! But, this- 1 urge,

.Admitting motion in the hcav'ns : to shew 115

Invalid, that which tbee to doubt it inov'd :

Not that I so aftirm, though so it seem
To thee who hast thy dwelling here on earth.

(iod, to remove his ways from human sense,

IMac'd heav'n from earth so far, that earthly sight,

Jf it presume, might err in things too high, l'2i

And no advantage gain. What if the sun

Be centre to the world; and other stars

(Uv his attractive virtue, and their own
Incited) dance about him various rounds? 1'25

Their wand'ring course now high, .now low, then

Progressive, retrograde, or standing still,, [hid

In six thou seest: and what if sev'ntli to these

101. Ps. cxiii. 4. Jehovalr is lOtf. Job, xxxviii. 5. Who
hiirh above all n;UK>n.->, sud li'a> bath stretched the line u^ou Jt r

glory above tuc hcavous.
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The planet earth (so stedf'ast though she seem)

Insensibly thrco different motions move r

Which else to several spheres them must ascribe,

Mov'd-contrarv with thwart.obliquities ;

Or save the stni his labour, and that swift

Xocturnal and diurnal rhomb suppoAl,
Invisible else above all stars, the wheel 135
Of day, and night: which needs not. thy belief'
It' earth, industrious of herself, fetch day
Travelling east; and with her part averse

'From the sun's beam, meet night ;
her other part

Still luminous by his ray. 'What if that light, 140

(Sent from her through the wide transpicuous air)

To the terrestrial moon be as a star,

Fnhght'ning bv her dav, as ehe bv night
This earth r reciprocal, if land be there,

.Fields, and inhabitants. Her spots thou seest 145'

As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce
Fruits in her soften'd soil : for some to eat

Allotted there : and other suns perhapS>
With their attendant moons, thou wilt descr}-,

Communicating male, and female, light: 150-
Whieh two great sexes animate the world;
Stor'd in each orb, perhaps, with some that live..

For, such vast room in nature tmposscssYl
By living soul, desert, and, desolate,

Onl}' to shine, yet scarce to contribute.- ]55>
Each orb a glimpse of light, convey 'd so far

I )own to this . habi table, . whid i returns .

Light back, to them* is obvious to dispute.
1

?
But, whether thus these things, or whether not ;

Whether the sun, predominant in heaven lOO
Rise on the earth

;
or earth rise on the sun :

He, from the east Ins flaming road begin ;

Or she, from west her silent course advance,
With inoffensive pace (that spinning sleepsOn her soft axle, while she paces even, 165
And bears thee soft with the smooth air along)

Jj 5
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Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid
;

Leave thernto God above
;
him serve, and fear !

Of other creatures, as him pleases best,
Wherever plac'd, let him dispose : joy thou 1?O
In what he gives to thee, this paradise,
And thy fair Eve : heaven is for thee too high
To kno\v what passes there

;
be lowly wise .

Think only what concerns thee, and thy .being ;

Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there

Live, in what state, condition, or degree ; 17

Contented that thus far hath been reveal 'd ;

Not of earth only, but of highest heav'n.

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, reply'd :

How fully hast thou satisfy'd me, pure J80

Intelligence of heav'n, Angel ! serene !

-And freed from intricacies, taught to live

Tiie easiest way : nor with perplexing thoughts
To interrupt the sweet of life ; from which
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 185

And not molest us ; unless we ourselves

Seek them with warid'ring thoughts, and notions

But, apt the mind, or fancy, is to rove [vain.

Uncheck'd, and of her roving is no end:
'Till warn'd, or by experience taught, she learn, 190

That, not to know at large of things remote

From use, obscure, and subtle; but, to know
That which before us lies in daily life,

Is the prime wisdom : what is more, is fume,

167. Deut. xxix, 29. Secret your heart be troubled : ye be-

things belong unto Jtkovah our lieve iu Gcd> believe also in

God ;
but those things which are me.

revealed belong unto us. 185. Phil. iv. 6, 7. Be careful

168. Eccl. xii. 13. Fear Gorl, for nothing. Let your requests
and keep his commandments ; be made known unto God. And
for this is the whole [duty] the peace of God shall keep your
of man. hearts and minds through Christ

173. Rom. xii. 3. Think so- Jesus.

trtrl, .
187. Rom. i.21. Vain in tfceii

XIT. 1, Let not imagination)!.
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Or emptiness,, or fond impertinence ; IQ3

And renders us, in things that most concern,

Unpractis'd, unprepar'd, and still to seek.

Therefore from this high pitch let us descend

A lower flight ;
and speak of things at hand

Useful; whence haply mention may arise

Of something not unseasonable to ask, 201

By suff'rance, and thy wonted favour deign'd.
Thee I have heard relating what was done

Ere my rememhrance : now, hear ine relate

My story, which perhaps them hast not heard
; ,205

And day is yet not spent ; till then thou seest

How suhtly to detain thee I devise ;

Inviting tliee to hear, while 1 relate :

Fond ! were it not in hope of thy reply.

For, while I sit with thee,, I seem in heav'n : 210 -

Arid sweeter thy discourse is to my ear

Than fruits of palm-tree (pleasantest to thirst,

And hunger both, from labour) at the hour
Of sweet repast : they satiate, and soon fill, 2 L4>

Tho' pleasant; but thy words, with grace divine

Imbu'd, bring to their sweetness no satiety.
To whom thus Raphael answer'd hcav'uly meek;

Nor are thy lips ungraceful, sire of men !

Nor tongue ineloquent: for God on thee

Abundantly his gtfts hath also pour'd ;

Inward, and outward both, his image fair.

Speaking, or mute, all comeliness, and grace
Attends thee

; and, each word, each motion, forms.
Nor less think we in heav'n of thee on earth,
Than of our fellow-servant; and enquire 25

Gladly into the ways of God with man :

For, God we see hath honour'd thee, and set

195. 1 Cor. viii. 1. Know- mouth.

ledge puffcth up, but charity 220. P?. xlv. 2. Grace is pour-
edifieth. ed into thy lips.

2X0. Ps. cxix.
.
103. Haw 225. Rev. xxii. 9. I an* tUy

sweet are thy words to my taste! feUowj servant.

yea sweeter than honey to my
L.6
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On man bis fctjual love. Say therefore on ;

For, I that day was absent, as befel,

Bound on a voyage uncouth, and obscure, 230
Far on excursion toward the gates of bell,

Squar'd in full legion, (such command we bad)
To see that none thence issifd forth a spy,
Or enemy, while God was in his work ;

.Lest be (incens'd at such eruption bold) 235
Destruction with creation might haveinix'd.

.Not that they durst without bis leave attempt;
But, us lie sends upon his high behests

JL'or state, as sovereign king ; and to inure

Our prompt obedience. Fast \ve found, fast shut

The dismal gates, and barrjczido'd strong! 240

But, long ere our approaching, heard within

]Norse, other than the .sound of dance, or song !

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage.
(Tlad we return'd up to the coasts of light 245

Ere sabbath evening : so we had in charge.
But, thy relation now ! for 1 attend,

Pieas'd with thy words, no less than thon with mine.

So spake the godlike powY, and thus our sire.

For man to tell how human life began 250
Is bard

; for, who himself beginning knew :

.Desire with thee still longer to converse

JuducM me. As new wak'd from soundest sleep;
Soft on the flowYv herb I found me laid,

Jin balmy sweat-;, which with his beams the sun 255

Soon dry'd, and on the reaking moisture fed.

Straight toward lieav'n my wonuYingeyes L turn'd,

.And gaz'd. awhile the ample sky ;
till rais'd

By quick instinctive motion, up I sprung,
As thitherward endeavouring : and upright 260
Stood on rny feet. About me round 1 saw

Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains,

And liquid lapse of muraiYing streams : by these,

Creatures thatliv'd, and mov'd, and walk'd,or Hew
;
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Birds on the branches warbling: all tlringssrnil'd<265
With fragrance ;

and with joy my heart o'eiilow'd.

Myself I then perus'd, and limb by limb

Survey'd, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran

With supple joints, as lively vigour led.

But, who I was, or where, or from what cause, 270
Knew not: to speak I try'd, and forthwith spake:
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name
AVhate'er 1 saw. Thou sun, said I, fair light!
And thou enlighten'd earth, so fresh, and gay!
Ye hills, and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains ?

And ye that live, and move, fair creatures! tell,^?^

Tell, (if ye saw) how came I thus, how here:

Not of myself by some great Maker then,
In goodness, and in pow'r, pre-eminent.
Tell me, how may f know him, how adore, <2SO

.From whom I have that thus I move, and live,

And feel that I am happier than L know.
\\ hilcthus Icall'd, and stray'd I knew not whither,
From where 1 first drew air, and first beheld
This happy light ; when answer none retifrn'd, 28,5

On a green shady bank, profuse of rlow'rs,

Pensive I sat me (town. There gentle sle-ep
first found me, and with soft oppression seiz'd

"My dronsed sense, untroubl'd, (though 1 thought
I then was passing to mv former state 2 (JO
Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve)
AVhen suddenly stood at my head a dream.,
Whose inward apparition gently mov'd

My fancy to believe 1 yet had being,
And liv'd. One came, rncthought, of shape divine,
And said "Thy mansion wants thee, Adam, vise 9(j
" First man, of men innumerable ordain'd
i(

First Father ! call'd by thee, I come thy guide

367 1 Ps. exxxix. 14. I will soul knowi-lh well,

praise thee, for I am tearfully L'Bl . Arts, xvtii. 28. In him \ve

!ml wonderfully made : marvel- live and uiyve.

lourftre thy works; and that my
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fc To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepared."
So saying, by the hand he took me rais'd

; 300
And over fields, and waters, as in air,

Smooth-sliding without step, last led me up
A woody mountain : whose high top was plain :

A circuit wide-inclos'd, with goodliest trees 304

Planted, with walks, and bow'rs,, that what I saw
Of earth before scarce pleasant seem'd: Each tree

Loaden with fairest fruit,' that hung to th' eye
Tempting, stirr'd in me sudden appetite
To pluck, and eat j \vhereat 1 wak'd and found
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310
Had lively shadow'd. Here had new begun
My wand'ring, had not he,, who was my guide
Up hither, from among the trees appear'd,
Presence divine I Rejoicing, but with awe,
In adoration at his feet 1 fell [I am,
Submiss: herear'd me, and" Whom thou sought'st
Said mildly,

" Author of all this thou seest 317
tf Above, orround'about thee, or beneath.
<e This paradise I give thee, count it thine
" To till, and keep, and of the fruit to eat : 320
(f Of every tree that in the garden grows
<( Eat freely with glad heart : fear here no dearth :

f<
But, of the tree whose operation brings

"
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set

" The pledge of thy obedience, and thy faith, 325
" Amid the garden by the tree of life,
tf
(Remember what I warn thee) shun to taste,

300. Gen. ii. 15. The Lord man, and put him into the -gar-

God took (he mar., and put him den of Eden, to dress it and to

into the garden of Eden. keep it. And the Lord God com-

. Acts, viii. 39. The Spirit raanded the man', saving, Of
of the Lord caught away Philip, every tree of the garden then,

and he was found at Azotus. mayest freely eat: but of the

-316. Prov. viii. 17. 1 love them tree of the knowledge of good
that love me, and those that seek and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:

me early shall find me. for in the day that thou eatest

319 #30, 'Gett. ii. 15 17: thereof., thou shaft surely.Uie,
And the Lord God took the . -
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" And shun the bitter consequence : for know,
e( The day thou eat'st thereof my sole command
"

Transgress'd, inevitably thou shalt die ; 3SQ
" From that day mortal : and this happy state
' Shalt lose, expell'd from hence into a world
"" Of woe, and sorrow." Sternly he pronounced
The rigid interdiction, which resounds

Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 335
Not to incur : but, soon his clear aspect
Kcturn'd, and gracious purpose thus renew 'd.

"
JS'ot only these fair bounds, but all the earth

" To thee, and to thy race, I give : as lords
" Possess it, and all things that therein live, 340
" Or live in sea, or air, beast, fish, and fowl :

" In sign whereof, each bird, and beast, behold
<e After their kinds : I bring them to receive
<( From thee their names, and pay thee fealty
" With low subjection : understand the same 345
(f Of fish within their wat'ry residence

;

ff Not hither smnrnon'd, since they cannot change" Their element, to draw tiie thinner air."

As thus he spake, each bird, and' beast, behold

Approaching two and two; these cow'ringlow 550
"With blandishment; each bird stoop'd on his wing.
I nam'd them, as theypass'd, and understood
Their nature (with such knowledge God indued

My sudden apprehension !) But, in these

I found not what methought I wanted still
; 355

And to the heav'nly vision thus presumed.
O, by what name (for thou above all these,

Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher,

Surpasses! far my naming) how may I

343 355. Gen. ii. 19, 20. every living creature, that was
And out of the ground the Lord the name thereof. And Adam
God formed every beast ef the* gave names to all cattle, and to

field, and every fowl of the air, the fowl of the air, and to every
and brought them unto Adam, to beast of the field : but for Adam
*ee.rwhat .he \vould call them: there was act ftmuda help meet
and whatsoever Adam called icr him.
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Adore thee, author of this universe, 360
And all this good to man ? for whose well-being
So amply, and with hands so liberal,

Thou hast provided all things. l>ut with me
I see not who partakes : in solitude

What happiness,, who can enjoy alone ? 305
Or all enjoying, what contentment find ?

Thus 1 presumptuous ; and the vision bright,
As with a smile more brighten'd, thus reply 'd :

What call'st thou solitude r Is not the earth

With various living creatures, and the air,. 370

Replenish'd, and all these at thy command
To come, and play before thee r know 'st thou not
Their language, and their ways: They also know,
And reason not contemptibly : with these

Find pastime, and bear rule
; thy realm is large. 375

So spake the universal Lord, and secm'd

So ord'ring : I, with leave of speech implor'd,
And humble deprecation, thus reply'd :

Let not my words offend thee, heav'nly Fow'r !

My Maker, be propitious while I speak ! 380
Hast thou not made me here thy substitute,

And these inferior far beneath me set ?

Among unequals what society
Can sort, what harmony or true delight?
Which must be mutual, in proportion due 385

Giv'n, and receiv'd: but in disparity

(The one intense, the other still remiss)
Cannot w<ell suit with either, but soon prove
Tedious alike. Of fellowship I speak
(Such as 1 seek) fit to participate 390
All rational delight ;

wherein the brute

Cannot be human consort; they rejoice
Each with their kind, lion with lioness ;

So fitly them in pairs thou hast combined :

Much less can bird with beast, or fish with fowl 39.5

379. Gtm. xviii. 30. let not Jehovah be anjjry, and I will

speak.
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So well converse, nor with the ox the ape:
\\

r

orse, then, can man with beast, and least of all.

\\ hereto th' Almighty answcr'd, not displeas'd.
A nice, and subtle happiness, f see

Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice 400
Of thy associates, .Adam ! and wilt taste

.No pleasure (though in pleasure) solitary.
AVhat think'st thon then of me, and this my state?

Seem I to thee sufficiently possess'd
Of happiness, or not, who am alone 405
From all eternity? for none I know
Second to me, or like; equal much less.

I low have I then with whom to hold converse,
Save with the creatures which I made, and those

To me inferior, infinite descents 410
Beneath what other creatures are to thee?

He ceas'd ;
1 lowly answcr'd. To attain

The height, and depth of thy eternal ways,
All human thoughts come short, Supreme of things !

Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee 41*
Is no deficiencc found. Not so is man,
Hut in degree; the cause of his desire

By conversation with his like to help;
Or solace his defects. No need lhat thou
Should st propagate, already infinite; 420
And through all numbers absolute, though one.

But, man by number is to manifest

His single imperfection; and beget
Like of his like, his image multiplv'd :

In unity defective; which requires 425
Collateral love, and dearest amity.
Thou in thy secresy although alone,

406. Isa. Ivii. 15. The Hi-Ji <1M. Horn. ii. 3:>. the depth
and Lofty One, thai iuliauiti-lh ot Uie riches both of the wii-

eternity, doin and k'lowledge of God!
Kxod. viii. JO. Thai I!:-.MI iJuw unsearchable nre !.;- judG[-

uiayest kjiinv, there is iume i:ko mei;T:>, and his V.MYS. past find-
untu Jehovah. iuiT ,jij',

'
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Best with thyself accompatu-'d, seek'st not

Social communication : yet,, so pleas'd,
Canst raise thy creature, to what height thou wilt

Of union, or communion, deify
?d : 431

I by conversing cannot these erect

From prone; nor in their ways complacence find.

Thusl einbolden'tl spake, and freedom us'd

Permissive, and acceptance found ; which gain'd 435
This answer from the gracious voice divine.

Thus far to try thee, Adam ! I was pleas'd ;

And find thee knowing, not of beasts alone,

(Which thou hast rightly nam'd) hut, of thyself :

Expressing well the spine within dice free, 440

My image, not imparted to the brute:

Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee,
Good reason was thou freely should'st dislike;
And be so minded still. I, ere thou spak'st,
Knew it not good for man to be alone : 445
And no such company as then thou saw'st

Intended thee, for trial only brought,
To see how thou could'st judge of fit, and meet.
What next I bring shall please thee, be assur'd,

Thy likeness, thy tit help, thy other self, 45O
Thy wish, exactly to thy heart's desire.

He ended, or 1 heard no more ;
for now

My earthly by his heav'nly overpower'd, [height
Which it had it long stood under, strain'd to th*

In that celestial colloquy sublime, 4,55

(As with an object that excels the sense,

Dazzled, and spent) sunk down, and sought repair
Of sleep, which instantly fell on me, call'd

By nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes.
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 460

445. Gen. ii. 18. And the And the Lord God caused *

Lord God said, It is not good deep sleep to fall upon Adam,
that the man should be alone. and he slept : And he took one

460 473. Gen. ii. 2l 22. ot his ribs, and closed up the
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Of fancy, my internal sight; by which

(Abstract as in a trail cc) mcthought I saw,

Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape
Still glorious before whom awake I sLpod : .

Who stooping open'd my left side, and took 465.

From thence a rib, with, cordial spirits warm,
AncJ life-bloo'!- streaming fresh : wide was the wound !

But, suddenly with flesh till'd up, and heal'd.

The rib he fornrd, and fashion'd with his hands :

Under his forming hands a creature grew 470
Man-like, but different sex : so lovely fair !

That what seem'd fair in all the world, seetn'd now
Mean, or in her summ'd up, in her contain'd,
And in her looks

;
which from that time iafus'd

Sweetness into my heart, unfelt before: 475
And into all things from her airinspi.r'd
The

spirit
of love, and amorous delight.

She disappear'd, and left me dark ! I vvak'd

To find her, or for ever to deplore
Her loss, and other pleasures all abjure. 480
When out of hope, behold her ! not far off;
Such as 1 SMW her in my dream, adorn'd

With what all earth or heaven could bestow,
To make her amiable : on she came,
Led by her heav'nly Maker (though unseen) 4S5
And guided by his voice ;

nor uniuform'd
Of nuptial sanctity, and marriage rites :

Grace was in all her steps, heav'n in her eye,
In every gesture dignity, and love !

I overjoy 'd could not forbear aloud. 490
This turn hath made amends ! thou hast fulfill'd

Thy words, Creator bounteous, and benign !

Giver of all things fair ! but fairest this

Of all thy gifts! nor enviest. I now see

flesh instead thereof. And the woman, and brought her unt>
rib \vhich the Lord God had the man.
iak<?u frum man, made he a 49-1 499. Gen. i. 1. 23, 24.
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Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 49
r
>

Before me : woman is her t.atoc ; of man
JKxlracted: for this cause lie shall forego
Father, and mother, and to his wife adhere;
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one soul.

She heard me thus
;
and though divinely brought,

Yet innocence, and virgin modest v, 501

Her virtue, and the conscience of her worth,
That wo,ukl be woo'd, and not unsought be won;
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retir'd,

The more desirable, or, to say all, 505
Nature herself, (though pure of sinful thought)

Wrought in her so, that seeing me, she turn'd.

I follow'd her ;
she what was honour knew,

And, with obsequious majesty, approved

My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bow'r 510
I led her, blushing like the morn : all heav'n,
And happy constellations, on that hour
Shed their selectest influence : the earth

Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill :

Joyous the birds; fresh gales ;
and gentle airs 513

Whisper'd it to the woods, and from their wings

Plung rose, Hung odours from the spicy shrub

Disporting! till the amorous bird of night

Sung spousal, and bid haste tlu) evening star,

On his hill-top, to light the bridal lamp. 520
Thus I have told thee all my state, and brought

My story to the sum of earthly bliss,

AVhich 1 enjoy: and must confess to find

In all things else delight indeed; but, such

As, us'dornot, works in the mind no change, 525
Nor vehement desire

;
these delicacies

I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits, and flow'rs,

And Adam said, This is now map teavelils fatlicr and his mo-
bone of my bones, and flesh of tlier, and shall cleave uiitv.- r.is

my flesh : she shall be caih'd wily : and t!i;-v >h.'<;i L> v/a-c

woman, because she \va- taken

out of man. Therefore >h;;ii ,i
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Walks,, and the melody of birds : but, here

Far otherwise ! transported 1 behold, .

Transported touch : here passion first I felt, 530
Commotion strange ! in all enjoyments else

Superior, and umnov'd : here only weak,

Against the charm of beauty's powerful glance.
Or nature fail'd in me, and left some part
Not proof enough such object to sustain : 535
Or from my side subducting, took perhaps
More than enough : at least, on her bestow'd

Too much of ornament, in outward show
Elaborate

;
of inward, less exact.

For, well I understand in the prime end 540
Of nature, her tlv* inferior

; in the mind,
And inward faculties; which most excel :

In outward also her resembling less

His image who made both; and less expressing
The character of that dominion giv'n 545
O'er other creatures. Yet, when I approach
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems,
And in herself complete, so well to know
Her own

;
that what she wills to do, or say*

Seems wisest, virtuosest, discreetest, best : 550
All higher knowledge in her presence falls,

Degraded; wisdom in discourse with her

Loses diseount'nanc'd, and like folly shews:

Authority, and reason, on her wait,
As one intended first, not after made 555

Occasionally : and (to consummate all)
( Jreatness of mind, and nobleness, their seat

Build in her loveliest, and create an awe
About her, as a guard angelic plac'd.
To whom the Angel with contracted brow. 56O

Accuse not nature, she hath done her part ;

Do thou but thine : and be not diffident

Of wisdom : she deserts thee not, if thou
Dismiss not her, when most thou need'st her nigh ;

By attributing overmuch to things 565
Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv'st.
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For, what admir'st thou, what transports thee so ?

An outside ? fair no doubt, and worthy well

Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love;
Not thy subjection. Weigh with her thyself; 570
Then value: oft-times nothing profits more
Than self-esteem

; grounded on just, and right,
Well manag'd : of that skill the more thouknow'st,
The more she will acknowledge thee her head,
And to realities yield all her shows : 575
Made so adorn for thy delight the more ;

So awful, that with honour thou may'st love

Thy mate
;
who sees when thou art seen leastwise.

But if the sense of touch, whereby mankind
Is propagated, seem such dear delight 580

Beyond all other ;
think the same vouchsafe!

To cattle, and each beast
; which Would not be

To them made common, and divulged, if ought
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue
The soul of man, or passion in him move. 585
What higher, in her society thou fmd'st

Attractive, human, rational, love still :

In loving thou dost well, in passion not ;

Wherein true love consists not. Love refines

The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his seat

In reason, and is judicious; is the scale 591

By which to heav'nly love thou may'st ascend ;

Not sunk in carnal pleasure : for which cause,

Among the beasts no mate for thee was found.

To whom thus, half abash'd, Adam reply'd : 595
Neither her outside form'd so fair, nor ought
In procreation common to all kinds,

(Though higher of the genial bed by far,

And with mysterious reverence I deem)

568, 569. Eph. v. 28, 29. his own flesh, but nourisheth and
So ought men to love their cherisheth it.

wives, as their own bodies : he 1 Pet. iii. 7. Giving
that loveth his vrife, loveth him- honour to the wife.

elf : for no man ever yet hated
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So much delights me, as those graceful acts, 600
Those thousand decencies that daily flow

From all her words, and actions, mix'd with love,

And sweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd
Union-of mind, or in us both one soul;

Harmony to behold in wedded pair ! 605
More, grateful than harmonious sound to th* ear.

Yet these subject not : I to thee disclose

What inward thence I feel, not therefore foilM:

Who meet with various objects, from the sense

Variously representing ; yet, still free 6lO

Approve the best, and follow what I approve.
To love, thou blam'st me not; for love, thou say'st,
Leads up toheav'n; is both the way, and guide;
Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask

; 6 14
Love not the heavenly spirits? And how their love

ETxpress they? by looks only ? Or, do they mix
Irradiance ? Virtual, or immediate, touch?
To whom the Angel, (with a smile that glow'd

Celestial rosy-red, love's proper hue)
Answer'd. Let it suffice thee that thou know'st 620
Us happy, and without love no happiness.
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy 'st,

(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy
In eminence, and obstacle find none
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclusive bars : 625
Easier than air with air, if spirits embrace,
Total they mix, union of pure with pure
Desiring : nor restrained conveyance need
As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with soul.

But, I can now no more : the parting sun 630
Beyond the earth's green Cape, and verdant isles,

Hesperian sets, my signal to depart.
Be strong, live happy, and love 1 but, first of all,

Him, whom to love is to obey, and keep

6f,4. 1 John, v, 3. This is the love of God, thftiwe keep his
commandment?.
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His great command : take heed lest passion sway 635

Thy judgment to do ought, which else tree will

Would not admit: thine, and of all thy sons,

The weal, or woe, in thee is plac'd; beware!

I in thy persevering shall rejoice,
And all the blest. Stand fast ! to stand, or fall, 640
Free in thine own arhitretnent it lies:

Perfect within, no outward aid require;
And all temptation to transgress repel.

So saying, he arose : whom Adam thus

Follow'd with benediction. Since to part! 645
Go heav'nly guest, ethereal messenger,
Sent from whose sovereign goodness I adore !

Gentle to me, and aftiible, hath been

Thy condescension, and shall be honoured ever
With grateful memory: thou to mankind
Be good, and friendly still, and oft return !

So parted they ;
the Angel up to heav'n

From the thick shade, and Adam to his bow'r.

THE END 01 THE EIGHTH BOOK,

ALLUSIONS TO THE CLASSICS.

BOOK VIII.
Ver.
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619. Eccl. VIII. 30. Tibi deserit Hesperus Oetmn
589. Plato Conviv. TT
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NINTH BOOH

OF

PARADISE LOST.

M



-iiii--. Aiiot Mi-;KT.

Satan haling compassed the earth, with meditated gttik re

turns as a mist by night-info--- paradise, enters into the

serpent sleeping, sidam and Ere in the morning go forth
to their labours, which Ere proposes to divide in several

places, each labouring apart : Adam consent* not, ailedging
the danger, lest that enemy, of whom they were fore-

warned, should attempt herfound alone : Ere, loath to be

thought not circumspect or firm enough, urges htr going

apart, the rather desirous to make trial of her strength ;

Adam at last yields : the serpent .JinUs her alone ; his

v
* subtle approach, tfirst gazing, then speaking, with muck

^ flattery extolling Ere above all other creatures. Eve,

wondering to hear the serpent speak, asks how he attained

to human speech and such understanding not till now;
the serpent answers, that by tasting of a certain tree in

the garden he attained both to speech and reason, till then

void of both : Eve requires him to tiring her to that tree,

and finds it to be the tree of knowledge forbidden. The

serpent now grown bolder, with many wiles and arguments

induces her at length to eat ; she pleased with the ta<ste,

deliberates a while whether to impart thereof to Adam or

not, at la-st brings him of thefruit, relates what persuad
ed her to eat thereof: Adam at first amazed, but per

ceiving her lost, resolves through vehemence of lore to

perish with her; and extenuating the trespass cats also of
thefruit : the effects thereof in them both ; they seek to

cover their nakedness ; then fall to variance and accusa

tion of one another*
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more of talk where God, or Angel-guest,
With man, as with his friend, familiar us'd

To sit indulgent, and with him partake
Rural repast ; permitting him the while

Venial discourse unblam'd. I now must change 3

Those notes to tragic ! Foul distrust, and breach

Disloyal on the part of man
; revolt,

And disobedience: on the part of heav'n

(Now alienated) distance, and distaste.,

Anger and just rebuke, and judgment giv'n.- ^
That brought into this world a world of woe;
Sin, and her shadow Death, and "Misery
Death's harbinger. Sad task ! yet argument
Not less, but more heroic than the wrath
Of stern Achilles on his foe, pursu'd 15

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall : or rage
Of Turnus, for Lavinia disespous'd :

Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's, that so long
Perplex VI the Greek, and Cytherea's son :

If answerable stile I can obtain 20
Of my celestial patroness, who deigns
Her nightly visitation .unimpJord,
And dictates to me slumb'ring; or. inspires

Easy my unpremeditated verse :

Since first this subject for heroic song 23"

Pleas'd rue, long choosing, and beginning late ;

Not sedulous by nature to indite

Wars, hitherto the only argument
M 3
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Heroic dcem'd
;
chief mast'ry to dissect

With long, and tedious havoc fabled knights 30
In battles teigri'd : (the better fortitude

Of patience, and heroic martyrdom,
Unsung) or, to describe races, and games,
Or tilting furniture, emblazon'd shields,

Impresses quaint, caparisons, and steeds
; 35

Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights

Atjoust, and tournament; then, marsh al'd feast,

Serv'd up in hall with, sewers, and seneshals :

The skill of artifice, or office, mean !

Not that which justly gives heroic name 40
To person, or.to poem. Me (of these

Nor skill'd nor studious) higher argument
Remains; sufficient of itself to raise

That name, unless an age too late, or cold

Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 45

Depress'd: and much they may, if all he mine,
Not her's, who brings it nightly to my ear.

The sun was sunk, and after him the star

Of Hesperus, whose office is to bring

Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter 50
'Twixt day and night) and now from end to end,

Night's hemisphere had veil'd th' horizon round :

When Satan, who late fled before the threats

Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved
In meditated fraud, and malice, bent 55
On man's destruction, maugre what might hap
Of heavier on himself, fearless returned.

By night he fled, and at midnight return'd

From compassing the earth : cautious of day,
Since Uuriel, regent of the sun descryM 60
His entrance, and forewarned the cherubim,
That kept their watch : thence full of anguish driv'n,
The space of sev'n continu'd nights he rode
With darkness ; thrice the equinoctial line

He circled ; four times cross'd the car of night 65

30. Homer. 34. The Italian Poet*.
33. Homer and Virgil. , ^
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From pole to polo, traversing each colure :

On th" eighth return'd
;
and on the coast averse

From entrance, or cherubic watch, by stealth

Found unsuspected way. There was a place,

jSow not, (tho' sin, not time, first wrought the

Where Tigris, at the foot of paradise, (change
Into a gulph shot under-ground, 'till part
Hose up a fountain by the tree of life.

In with the. river sunk, and with it rose

Sctun, involv'd in. rising mist: then sought 7

Where to lie hid: sea he had search'd, and land.

From Lxlen over Pont us, and the pool

Maoris, up beyond tiie river Ob :

Downward as far antartic : and in length,
West from Orontes, to the ocean ban 'd 80
AtDarien : thence, to the land where flows

Ganges, and Indus. Thus the orb he roam'd

With narrow search ; and with inspection deep
Considered every creature, which of all

Most opportune might serv.e his wiles ; arid found
The serpent subtlest beast of all the iiekl. 81

Him after long debate, (irresolute

Of thoughts revolv'd) his final sentence chose

Fit vessel, fittest imp of fraud, in whom
To enter, and his dark suggestions hide QO
From sharpest sight : for, in the wily snake

Whatever sleights none would suspicious mark,
As from his wit, and native subtlety

Proceeding; which in other beasts ohserv'd

Doubt might beget of diabolic pow'r, 95
Active within, beyond the sense of brute.

Thus he resolv'd, but first from inward grief
His bursting passion into plaints thus pour'd :

30. Job. xxxviii. 10/11. And shall thy prcmd wavesbe st .

brake up lor the sea my decreed 86. Gen. iii. 1. Now the ser-

place, aud set bars and doors
; pent mas more subtle than auj

and said, Hitherto shalt thou beast oi the iield.

to me, but uo further: aud here

MS
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O earth, how like to heav'n ! if not preferr'd
Most justly: sLyiit worth ier of Gods, as built 100
With second thoughts, reforming what was old !

For, what God after better, worse would build ?

Terrestrial heav'n ! danc'd round by other heav'ns

That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps,

Light above light, for thee alone, as seems 105
In thee concentring all their precious beams
Of sacred influence ! as God in heav'n
Is centre, yet extends to all

;
sothou

Centring receiv'st from all those orbs : in thee,
Not in themselves, all their- known virtue appears
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 1 1 1

Of creatures animate with gradual life,

Of growth, sense, reason, all smnm'd up in man !

With what delight could I have walk'd thee round,
If I could joy in ought: sweet interchange llj
Of hil], and valley, rivers, woods,- and plains !

Now land, now sea, and shores with forrest crown'd,

Rocks, dens, and caves ! but, I in none of these

Jtind place, or refuge : __
me. so much more I feel _^ 1 20

within me ; as from the hateful siege
f contraries : all good to me becomes

Bane ; and in heav'n much worse would be my state.

But neither here seek I, no nor in hcav'n

To .dwell,, unless by mastering heaven's supreme :

Nor hope to be myself less miserable 1<26

By what I seek, but others to make such
As I, though thereby worse to me redound.
Tor only in destroying I find ease

To my relentless thoughts : and him destroyed, 13O
Or won to what mny work his utter loss,

For whom all this was-made ;
all this will soon

116. Ps. civ. 8 iS.Thr mcmn- field. By them the fowls of lion-

tains ascend,the valit-v;s descend veu have their habitation, which
into the place which th<> iiast sing among the branches. !!<'

founded ibr them. H> sende'h watereth the hills from his pham-
the spi ings into the vallies. Tjttey >. bers: the earth is satisfied \\ith

give drink to every beast of the ihe fruit of tliy works.
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Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe :

In woe then ! that destruction wide may range.-
To me shall he the glory sole among 135

Th' infernal pow'rs, in one day to have marr'd

-.What he Almighty sty I'd, six nights, and days,
Continued making: and who knows how long
Before had been contriving? though perhaps
Not longer than since I, in one night, freed 140

From servitude inglorious well nigh half

Th' angelic name, and thinner left the throng
Of his adorers. He, to be avcng'd,
And to repair liis numbers thus impair'd ;

Whether such virtue spent of old now rail'd

jn create
T (if they at least

i ! f'rgatefl)/>r, to spite us more,

AjnreajjireJonttVl
of earth, and him

("Exalted from so base originaLLL 150
With heav'nly spoils ;

our spoils. What he decreed,
He effected ;

man he made, and for him built

Magnificent this world and earth his seat,

Him lord pronounc'd ; and, O indignity !

Subjected to his service angel wings, 155
And flaming ministers, to watch and tend

Their earthy charge. Of these the vigilance
1 dread

;
and to elude, thus wrap'd in mist

Of midnight vapour glide obscure, and pry
In every bush, and brake, where hap may find 160
The serpent sleeping ; in whose mazy folds

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring.
O foul descent ! that I, who erst-contended
With Gods to sit the highest, am now constraint
Into a beast; and mix with bestial slime, lG5
This essence to incarnate, and imbrute ;

137. Exod. xx. 11. In-six 155. Ileb. i. 11. Are they
days Jehovah made heaven and not all ministerial spirits, sent
earth, the sea, and all that is in forth to minister- for them wbu

shall be heirs of salvation ?

M 4
'
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That to the height of Peity aspir'd !

But what will not ambition, and revenge,
Descend to ? who aspires, must down as low,
-As high he soar'cl ; obnoxious, first or last, 170
To basest things. Revenge, at first though sweet,
Bitter ere long> back on itself recoils :

Let it; I reck not, so it light well aim'd !

Since higher I fall short, on him who next
Provokes my envy, (this new favorite 175
Of heav'n^ this man of clay, son of despite^

yyftpm, "ft the more to spiteTFs Maker raised

From dust, spite then with spite is best repaid.
So saying, through each thicket, dank, or dry,

Like a black mist low creeping, he held on
His midnight search, where soonest he might find

The serpent. Him fast sleeping soon he found

In labyrinth of many a round self-roll'd;

His head the midst, well stor'd with subtle wiles :

Kot yet in horrid shade, or dismal den, 18,5

!Nor no-cent yet, but on the grassy herb,

Fearless unfear'd he slept. In at his mouth
The devil e'nter'd ; and his brutal sense

{In heart or head) possessing, soon inspir'd
With act intelligential : but, his sleep 1QO
Disturb'd not, waiting close th' approach of rnorn.

Now, when as sacred light began to dawn
In Eden on the humid rlow'rs, that breath 'd

Their morning incense, when all tilings that breathe,

From th' earth's great altar send up silent praise \.[)5

To the Creator, and his nostrils fill

With grateful smell, forth came the human pair,

And join'd their vocal worship, to the choir

Of creatures wanting voice : that done, partake
*The season, prime for sweetest scents, and airs : 20O

Then commune, how that day they best may ply

178. Gen. ii. 7. And the 1P5. 197. Gen. viii. 21. Je-

Lord God foried maa oi' the hovaU smelled a sweet savour.

Austof the ground.
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Their growing work, (for much their work outgrew
The hands dispatch of two, gard'ning so wide)
And Eve first to her husband thus began :

Adam ! well may we labour still to dress 05

This garden, still lo tend plant, herb, and flow'r,

Our pleasant task enjoin
J

d
;
but till more hands

Aid us, the work under our labour grows
Luxuriant by restraint : what we by day
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 10

One night or two with wanton growth derides,

Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advise,

Or hear what to my mind first thoughts present:
Let us

dividejotir
labours: thou, where choice

Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind

The woobine round this arbour, or direct 2 16

The clasping ivy where to climb : while I

In yonder spring of roses, mtermix'd
With myrtle, find whut-to redress till noon.

For, while so near each other thus all day 220
Our task we chose, what wonder if so near

Looks intervene, and smiles, or object new
Casual discourse draw on; which intermits

Our day's work, brought to little, though begun
Early, and th

1

hour of supper comes unearn'd. 225
To whom mild answer Adam thus return 'd.

Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond
Compare, above all living creatures dear!"

Well hast thou motion'd,well thy thoughts employM,
How we might best fulfil the work, which here 230
God hath assign'd us

;
nor of me shaltpass

Unprais'd : (for nothing lovelier can be found
In woman, than to study household good;
And good works in her husb.md to promote.)
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord impos'd 23
Labour, as to debar us when we need

Refreshment, whether food, or talk between,
(Food of the mind) or this sweet intercourse

33, 1 Tiia. v. 14. Guide the house,

M &
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Of looks, and smiles : for, smiles from reason flow,
To brute deny'd, and are of love the food; '240.

Love, not the lowest end of human life.

For not to irksome toil, but to delight
He made us, and delight to reason join'd.
The paths, and bow'rs, doubt not but our jointhands
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 245
As we need walk

;
'till younger hands ere long

Assist us. But if much converse perhaps
Thee satiate, to short absence 1 could yield :

(For solitude sometimes is. best society,
And short retirement urges- sweet return.) 250
But other doubt possesses me ;

lest harm
Befall thee, sever'd from me : for thou know'st
What hath been warn'd us,, what malicious foe

Envying our happiness, and of his own

.Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame, G.55.

By sly assault : and somewhere nigh at hand
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find

His wish and best advantage, us asunder :

Hopeless to circumvent us join'd, where eacH
To other speedy aid might lend at need. <30

Whether his first design be to withdraw
Our fealty from God

;
or to disturb

Conjugallove; (than which perhaps no bliss

Enjoyed by us excites his envy more :)

Or this, or. worse, leave not the faithful side 26J
That gave thee being, still shades thee, and protects.
The wife,; Av-here danger, or dishonour lurks,

Safest, and seemliest by her husband stays,
Who guards her, or with her the worst endures.

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, &7O
As one who loves, and some unkindness meets,
With sweet austere composure thus reply'd :

249. Mark, i. ft*. In the 266. Eph. v. 23. For the'

morning he went out into a $t>li- husband is the head of the \vif<v

lon/ place. even as Christ fs the head of the
Matt. xiv. 23. When church, and he is the saviom of

-evening.was coaie he was the body,'
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Offspring of heav'n, and earth, and all earth's

That such an enemy we have, who seeks [Lord I

Our ruin, both by tliee inform'd i learn,
C275

And from the parting Angel over-heard;
As in a shady nook I stood behind,
Just then returned at shut of evening flowers.

But that thou should'st my firmness therefore doubt

To God, or thee, beeause we have a foe 280

May tempt it, 1 expected not to hear.

His violence thou fear's t not> being such

As we, (not capable of death, or pain)
Can either not receive, or can repel.
His fraud is then thy fear; which plain infers 25
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith, and love,

Can by his fraud be shaken, or seduc'd : [breast,

Thoughts! which how found they harbour in thy
Adam ! mis-thought of her to thee. so dear t

To whom with healing words Adam reply'd: 290

Daughter of God, and man, immortal Eve!

For, such thou art , from. sin and blame entire:

Not diffident .of tliee do 1 dissuade

Thy absence. from my sight; but, to avoid
Th' attempt itself, intended by our foe, 295
For he who tempts, though in. vain, at least asperses

-

The- tempted with dishonour foul
; suppps'd

Not incorruptible of faith, not .proof

Against temptation.- Thou thyself with seorn,
And anger, would'st resent the* oilcr'd wrong, 300

Though ineffectual found : misdeem not then,
If such affront I labour to avert

From thee aldne, which on us both at once
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare;
Or daring, first on, me th' assault shall light. SOj
Nor thou- his malice, and false guile, contemn:
Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce

Angels : nor think superfluous others aid.

291, 292. 1 Pet. iii. 7. Giv- 306. Eph. vi. 11, If. -*

ing honour unto,th wife,jw unto
'

gainst'the- triles 'of the
the weaker Teisel. against wicked spirit? .

M 6
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1, from the influence of thy looks, receive

Access in every virtue; in thy sight 510
More wise, more watchful, stronger, (if need were
Of outward strength) while shame, thou looking on>

Shame to be overcome or over-reach'd,
Would utmost vigour raise, and rais'd unite.

Why should'st not thou like sense within thee feel

When I am present, and thy trial choose 316-

With me, best witness of thy virtue try'd ?

So spake domestic Adam in his care,.

'And matrimonial love: but Eve, who thought
Less attributed to her faith sincere, 320
Thus her reply with accent sweet renew'd :

If this be our condition, thus to dwell
In narrow circuit, straiten'd by a foe.

Subtle, or violent,, wenotendu'd

Single with like defence, wherever met: 325
How are we happy, still in fear ofharm ?

But, harm precedes not sin only our foe

Tempting, affronts us with his foul esteem
Of our integrity : his foul esteem
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 330
Foul on himself: then wherefore shunn'd, or fear'd,

By us ? who rather double honour gain.
Prom his surmise prov'd false

; find peace within,
Favour from heav'n, our witness, from th' event.

And what is faith, love, virtue unassay'd 335
Alone, without exterior help sustained ?

Let us not then suspect our nappy state

Left so imperfect by the Maker wiset
As not secure to single, or combin'd:
Frail is our happiness, if this be so, 54O
And Eden were no Eden, thus expos'd.

To whom thus Adam fervently reply'd :

O woman ! best are all things as the will

Of God ordain'd them : his creating hand

Mothino; imperfect, or deficient, left,

Of all that he created j much less man,
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Or ought that might his happy state secure.

Secure from outward force, within himself

The danger lies, yet lies within his power f

Against his will he can receive no harm : 350

But God left free the will
; for, what obeys

Reason, is free; and reason he made right:

But, bid her well beware., and still erect;
Lest by some fair appearing good surpris'd,
She dictate false; and misinform the will 355
To do what God expressly hath forbid.

Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins,
That I should mind thee oft

;
and mind thou rrjet

Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve ;

Since reason not impossibly may meet 3GO
Some specious object by the foe suborn'd ;

And fall into deception unaware,
Not keeping strictest watch, as she was warned.
Seek not temptation then, which to avoid

Were better, and most likely, if from me 365
Thou sever not; trial will come unsought.
Wouldst thou approve thy constancy r approve
First thy obedience: th' other who can know.,
Not seeing thee attempted? who attest?

But, if thou think trial unsought may find' 370
Us both securer, than thus warn'd thou seem'st,
Go ! for thy stay, not free, absents thee more :

Go in thy native innocence ! rely
On what thou hast of virtue; summon all!

For God tow'ards thee hath done his part, do thine.

So spake tfie patriarch of mankind; but Eve 370
Persisted, yet submiss, though last, reply 'd :

With thy permission then, and thus forewarned,

Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words
Touch'd only ; that our trial, when least sought, 380

360. Pror. xxvlii.14. Hap- 3f4. Matt. xxvi. 41. Watch
py is the man that foareth alway. and pray, that jc euter not uiu>

363. Matt. vi. 13, Lead us temptation,
*ot into temptation,

6
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May find us both perhaps tar less prepar'd> .

The willing.er I go: nor much expect
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek

;

So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse. 384
Thus saying, from her husband's hand her hand

Soft she withdrew; and like a wood-nymph light,

Oread, or Dryad, or of Delia's train,

Betook her to the groves : but Delia's self

lu gait surpassed, and Goddess-like deport:
Though not as- she, with bow and quiver arni'd

; $90
But with such gard'ning tools as art, yet rude,
Guiltless of fire, had forni'd, or Angels brought.
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adorn'd,
Likeliest she seem'd, (Pomona, when she fled

Vertumnus) or to Ceres in her prime, 395
Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove.
Her long with ardent look his eye parsu'd
Delighted! but desired more her stay.
Oft he to her hir charge of quick return

Repeated ; she to him as oft engag'd 40O
To be returned by noon amid the bow'r ;

And all things in best order, to invite

Noontide repast, or. afternoon's repose.
O much deceived, much' failing, (hapless Eve !)

Of thy presumed .return ! event perverse ! 405
Thou never from that hour in paradise
Found'st either sweet repast or sound repose !

Such ambush, laid among.sweet flow'rs and shades-
Waited with hellish rancour imminent
To intercept thy way, or send thee back 4 JO

Despoil'd of innocence, of faith, of bliss !

For now, and since first break of dawn, the fiend,

(Mere serpen Lin -appearance) forth was come;
And on his quest, where likeliest he might find,
The only two of mankind

;
but in them 415

The whole included race, his purpos'd prey.
In bow'r and field he sought, where any tuft

Of grove, or garden-plot more pleasant lay,
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Their tendency or plantation for delight,

By fountain, or by shady rivulet. 420
He sought them both, but wish'd his hap might find

Eve separate: he wish'd, but not with hope
Of what so seldom chanc'd: when to his wish,

Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies,
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood, 425
Half spy'd, so thick the roses bushing round
About her glow'd ;

half stooping to support
Each flow'r of slender stalk, whose head, though gay
Carnation, purple, azure, or speck'd with gold,

Hung drooping unsnstain'd : them she upstays 430
Gentlv with mvrtle-band; mindless the while

Herself, though fairest unsupported flower,
From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh !

Nearer he drew, and many a walk traversed

Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm ; 43o
Then voluble, and bold

;
now hid, now seen,

Among thick-woven arborets, and flow'rs,

Linborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve :

(Spot more delicious! than tbose gardens feign'd
Or of reviv'd Adonis; or rcnown'd 440
Alcinous, host of old Laertes' son;
Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse.)
Much he the place admir'd, the person more:
As one who long in populous city pent, 445 I

Where houses thick, and sewers, annoy the air,

Forth-issuing on a summer's morn, to breathe

Among the pleasant villages, and farms

Adjoin'dj from each thing met conceives delight;
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine, 450
Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound:
If chance with nymph-like step, fair virgin pass,
What pleasing seern'd, for her now pleases more

;

She most, and in her look sums all delight :

Such pleasure took the serpent tabehoM 455
This flow'ry plat, the sweet recess of Eve

2
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Thus early, thus alone. Her heav'nly form

Angelic, (but more soft, and feminine)
Her graceful innocence, her every air

Of gesture, or least action, over-aw'd 460
His malice, and with rapine sweet, bereav'd
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought.
That space the evil-one abstracted stood
From his own evil, and for the time remain'd

Stupidly good, of enmity disarm 'd, 465
Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge.
But, the hot hell that always in him burns.

Though in mid-hav*n, soon ended his delight;
.And tortures him now more, the more he sees

Of pleasure, not for him ordain'd : then, soon 470
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts
Of mischief, gralulating, thus excites:

^Thoughts,
whither have ye led me! with what

Compulsion thus transported, to forget [sweet
What hither brought us! hate, not lave; nor hope
Of paradise for hell, hope here to taste 47(>
Of pleasure; but all pleasure to destroy,
Save what is in destroying; other joy
To me is lost ! Then, let me not let pass
Occasion, which now smiles. Behold alone 48O
The woman, opportune to all attempts!
Her husband (for I view far round) not nigh,
Whose higher intellectual more I shun,
And strength, of courage haughty, and of limb
Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould; 485
Foe not infarmidable ! exempt from wound :

I not : (so much hath hell debas'd, and pain
Enfeebled me, to what I \yas in heaven!)
She fair, divinely fair ! fit love for Gods !

Not terrible; though terror be in love 490
And beauty not approach'd by stronger hate

;

Hate, stronger under shew of love well feign'd ;

463. Matt. yiii. 19, Then 47?. Acts, xiii. 10. Full of
cometh the evil oue. all subtlety, uud all misckkf.
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The way which to her ruin now I tend.

So spake the enemy of mankind, inclos'd

In serpent, inmate bad ! and toward Eve 49-$

Addressed his way: not with indented wave*
Prone on the ground, 'as since; but on his rear,

Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd

Fold above fold, a surging maze J His head
Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes ;

500
With burnish'd neck of verdant gold, erect

Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass
Floated redundant: pleasing was his shape.,
And lovely ! 'never since of serpent kind

Lovelier; not those that in lllyria chaag'd 5QS

Hermoiue, and Cadmus, or the God
In Epidaurus : nor to which transform^
Ammonian Jove, or Capiioline was seen ;

lie, with Olympias; this with her who bore

Scipio, the height of Home. With tract oblique .510

Al first, (as one who sought access, but fear'd

To interrupt) side-long he works his way :

As when a ship, by skilful steers-man wrought
Nigh river's mouth, or foreland, where the wind
Veers oft, as oft so steers, and shifts her sail; 3-15

So varied he, and of his tortuous train

Curl'd many a wanton wreath, in sight of Eve,
To lure her eye. She busied, heard the sound
Of rustling leaves, but minded not, as us'd

To such disport before her through the field, 520
From every beast; more duteous at her call,

Than atCircean call the herd disguis'd.

He, bolder now, uncall'd before her stood;
Bat, as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd
His turret crest, and sleek-enamel'd neck, 526

Fawning ; and lick'd the ground whereon she trod.

His gentle dumb expression turu'd at length

423. 1 Cor. ii. 11. Lest his devices.
Satan should gst an advantage Prov. xxvi. 28. Aflat-
el us, lor we are wot ignorant, of teriug uioulU workevh ruia.
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The eye of Eve, to mark his play : he, glad
Of her attention gain'cl, (with serpent tongue
Organic, or impulse of vocal air, 530
His fraudulent temptation thus began :

Wonder not; sovereign mistress! if perhaps
Thou canst, who art sole wonder; much less arm

Thy looks, the heav'n of mildness, with disdain,

Displeas'd that 1 approach theethus, and gaze 535

Insatiate; I thus single: nor have fear'd

Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd.

Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair !

Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine

By gift, and thy celestial beauty adore, 540
With ravishment beheld! there best beheld,
Where universally admir'd: but, here

In this inclosure wild, these beasts among,
(Beholders rude, and shallow to discern

Half what in thee is fair) one man except, 545
Who sees thee' ! and, what is one ! who shouldet

be seen

A Goddess among Gods, ador'd, and served

By Angels numberless, thy daily train.

So gloz'd the tempter, and his proem tun'd:

Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 550

Though at the voice much marvelling : at length
Not unamaz'd, she thus in answer spake.
Whatmay this mean ? Language ofman pronounc'd

By tongue of brute, and human sense express'd !

The first, at least, of these I thought deny'd 555
To beasts; whom God, on their creation-day
Created mute to all articulate sound:

The latter I demur
; for, in their looks

Much reason, and in their actions, oft appears.

Thee, serpent, subtlest beast of all the field 566 *

I knew; but not with human voice eiidu'd.

539. Prov. xxix. 5. A. flat- pent beguiteti -Eve through hi*

terar Spre&deth a net fd.r the feet. subtlety ,

M9. 2 Cor. xi. 3 Ttte.ier*
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Kcdoublc then this miracle, and say,
How cam'st thou speakable, of mute; and how
To me so friendly grown above the rest

Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight? 565

Say! for, such wonder claims attention due.

To whom the guileful tempter thus reply'd:

Empress of this fair world, resplendent Eve !

Easy to me it is to tell thee all [obey'd.
What thou command's-. ;

and right thou shouldst be

I was at first as other beasts, that graze 571

The trodden herb, of abject thoughts, and low,
As was my food; nor ought, but food, cliscern'd,

Or sex
;
and apprehended nothing high.

Till on a day roving the field, 1 chanc'd 575
A goodly tree far-distant to behold,
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mix'd,

Ruddy, and gold: I nearer drew, to gaze;
When from the boughs a savoury odour blown,
Grateful to appetite ! more pleas'd my sense J80
Than smell of sweetest fennel, or tbe teats

Of ewe, or goat, dropping with milk atev'n.

Urisuck'd of lamb, or kid, that tend their play.
To satisfy the sharp desire I had
Of tasting those fair apples, I resolv'd 585
Not to defer: hunger, and thirst, at once,
Pow'rful persuaders! quicken'd at the scent
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me so keen.
About the mossy trunk 1 wound me soon ;

(l
;
or, high from ground, the branches would require

Thy utmost reach, or Adam's) round the tree 5<jl

All other beasts that saw, with like desire

Longing, and envying stood, but could not reach.
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung
Tempting so nigh, to pluck, and eat my fill $95
1 spar'd not; for, such pleasure till that hour,

570 612. John, viii, 44. He tcr.

i* :i liar, and the father of it. Luke, iv. 13. Alt the
Matt. iv. 3. The temp- temptation.
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At feed, or fountain, never had I found!
Sated at length, ere long I might perceive
Strange alteration in me, to degree
Of reason in iny inward pow'rs; and speech 600
Wanted not long; though to this shape retain'd.

Thenceforth to speculations high, or deep,
I turn'd ray thoughts; and,, with capacious mind,
Consider'd all things visible in heaven,
Or ear.th, or middle; all things fair, and good : C05
But, all that fair, and good, in thy divine

Semblance, and in thy beauty's heav.'iily ray,
United I beheld : no fair to thine

Equivalent, or second! which compell'd
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 6 10
And gaze, and worship thee, of right declar'd

Sov'reign of creatures, universal dame !

So talk'd the spirited sly snake: and Eve,
Yet more amaz'd, unwary thus reply'd :

Serpent! thy over-praising leaves in doubt 6l5
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first prov'd.
But say, where grows the tree ? from hence how far ?

For many are the trees of God that grow
In paradise, and various, yetunkown
Tons; in such abundance lies our choice, G2O
As leaves a

greater
store, of fruit untouch'd:

Still hanging incorruptible, till men
Grow up to their provision, and more hands

Help to disburden nature of her birth.

To whom the wily adder, blithe, and glad : 6<23

Empress! the way is ready, and not long;
Beyond a row of myrtles> on a flat,

Fast by a fountain, one small thicket past
Of blowing myrrh, and bairn: if thou accept
My conduct, 1 can bring thee-thither soon.

Lead then, said Eve. He leading swiftly roll'd

In tangles, and made intricate seem straight^

til8. Ps. civ. 16. The trees of Jehovah.
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To mischief swift: hope elevates, andjoy

Brightens his crest: as when a wand'ring fire,

Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 635

Condenses, and the cold environs round,
Kindled through agitation to a flame,

(Which oft, they say, some evil spirit attends)

Hovering, and blazing with delusive light, 639
Misleads th' amaz'd night-wanderer from his way,
Thro' bogs, ami mires, and oft thro' pond, or pool;
There swallow'd up, and lost, from succour fur !

So glister'd the dire snake, and into fraud

Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree

Of prohibition, root of ail our woe! 645
Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spake :

Serpent ! we might have spar'd our coming hither,

Fruitless to me, -though fruit be here to excess :

The credit of whose virtue rest with thee;
Wond'rous indeed, if cause of such effects ! 650

But, of this tree we may not taste, nor touch ;

<5od so commanded: and left that command
Sole daughter of his voice : the rest, we live

Law to ourselves ;
our reason is our law.

To whom the tempter guilefully reply'd : 655
Indeed! Hath God then said that of the fruit

Of all these garden-trees ye shall not eat,

Yet lords declared of all in earth, or air?

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless : Of the fruit

-Of each tree in the garden we may eat; 660
But, of the fruit of this fair tree, amidst

The garden, God hath said,' Ye shall not eat

Thereof:, nor shall ye touch it, lest ye die. [bold
She scarce had said, though brief, when now more

The tempter (but, with shew of zeal, and love

(556. Gen. iii. 1. Yea, hath garden: but of the fruit ef the

God said, Ye shall not eat of tree which is in the midst of the

very tree of the garden ? garden, God hath said, Ye shaM
659. Gen. iii. 2, 3. We may not cat of it, neither shall je touch

at wf the fruit of the trees of the it, kst ye die.
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To man, and indignation at his wrong)
New part puts on

; and, as to passion inov'd,
Fluctuates disturbed, yet comely, and in act

Rais'd, as of some great matter-to begin.
As when of old some orator renown'd, 670
In Athens, or free Rome, where eloquence
Flourished (since mute !) to some great cause ad-

Stood in himself collected ; while each part, [dress'd,

Motion, each act, won audience, ere the tongue ;

Sometimes in height began, as no delay 675.

Ofpreface brooking, through his zeal of right:
So, standing, moving, or to height up-grown,
The tempter all impassioned, thus began :

O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving plant,
Mother of science ! now I feel thy power 680
Within me clear ; not only to discern

Things in their causes, but to trace the ways
Of highest agents, deem'd however wise.

Queen of this universe ! do not believe

Those rigid threats of death : ye shall not die : GS5
How should ye r by the fruit ? it gives you life

To knowledge : by the threat'ner ? look on nic,

Me! who have touch 'd, and tasted; yet both live,

And life more perfect have attained than fate

Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 690
Shall that be shut to man, which to the beast

Is open? Or will God incense his 're

For such a petty trespass? and not praise
'Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain
Of death denounc'd (whatever thing death be) 695
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead

To happier life, knowledge of good, and evil?

Of good, how just ? of evil, (if what is evil

Be real) why not known, since easier shunn'd ?

God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just: 700
Not just, not God: not fear'd then, nor obey'd:

85, Gen.iii. 4* Ye shall not surely die.
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Your fear itself of death removes the fear.

VVJjy then was this forbid ? Why, but to awe^
Why, but to keep you low, and ignorant^

"

His \voi\sh ipperju.^ "lie knows that in tiie day 705
You eat tiiereofTyour eyes (that seem so clear,

Yet are but dim) shall perfectly be then

Open'djj and elear'd: and ye shall be as Gods,

Knowing both good,, and evil, as they know.
That ye shall be as Gods, since I as man, 7 10

Internal man, is but proportion meet:

I of' brute, human
; ye of human, Gods,

So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off

Human, to put on Gods ; death to be wish'd, 714
Tho' threaten'd, which no worse than this can bring !

And what are Gods, that man may not become
As they, participating God-like food?

The Gods are first, and that advantage use

On our belief, that all from them proceeds:
I question it ! for this fair earth I see, 720
Warm'd by the sun, producing every kind

;

Them, nothing : if they all things, who inclcs'd

Knowledge of good, and evil, in this tree

That whoso eats thereof, forthwith attains

Wisdom without their leaver and wherein lies 725
Th' offence, that man should thus attain to know ?

What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree

Impart against his will, if all be hisr

Or is it envy ? And can envy dwell

Inheav'nly breasts ? These, these,and many more 730
Causes, import your need of this fair fruit :

Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste!

He ended ;
and his words, replete with guile^'

Into her hearttoo easy entrance won :

705. Gen. .iii. 5. For God gods, knowing good and evil.

iU?H' know, that iu the day ye 733. Heb. iii. 13. .The de-
et thereof, then jour eyes shall ccitfulness of sin.

b opened: and ye shall be as
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Fix'd on the fruit she gaz'd, which to behold 755

Might tempt alone: and in her ears the sound
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregn'd
With reason, (to her seeming) and with truth

Meanwhile the hoifr of noon drew on, and wak'd
An eager appetite, rais'd by the smell 740
So savoury of that fruit; which with desire,

(Inclinable now grown to touch, or taste)
Solicited her longing eye : yet first

Pausing awhile, thus to herself she mus'd:
Great are thy virtues., doubtless, best of fruits ! 745

Though kept from man, and worthy to be admir'd
;

Whose taste, too long forborn, at first assay
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught
The tongue not made for speech, to speak thy praise.

Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use, 750
Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree

Of knowledge ; knowledge both of good, and evil :

Forbids us then to taste ! But, his forbidding
Commends thee more, while it infers the good
By thee communicated, and our want: 755
For, good unknown, sore is not had

;
or had,

And yet unknown, is as not had at all.

In plain then, what forbids he but to know,
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise?

Such prohibitions bind not. But, if death 760
Bind us with after-bands, what profits then

Our inward freedom? in the day we eat

Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die.

How dies the serpent? he hath eat'n, and lives,

And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and discerns;
Irrational till then. For us alone 7&
Was death invented ? or, to us deny'd
This intellectual food, for beasts reserv'd ?

For beasts it seems ! yet, that one beast which first

Hath tasted, envies not; but brings with joy 7/0
The goodbefaira him; author unsuspect,

Friendly to man, far from deceit, or guile.
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What fear I then ? rather, what know to fear

( nder this ignorance of good, and evil,

< )f ( Jod, or death, of law, r penalty ? 775
Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine!

J/air to the eye, inviting to the taste,

Of virtue to make wise! \\ hat hinders then

To reach, arid feed at once both body, and mind?
So saying, her rush hand in evil hour 780

Forth-reaching to the fruit, she pluck'd, she eat!

Earth felt the wound; and nature from iier seat,

Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk

The guilty serpent: and welt might: for, Eve
Intent now wholly on her taste, nought else 786

Regarded { such delight 'till then, as secia'd,
In trail she never tasted, whether true,

Or fnncy'd so, through expectation high
Of knowledge ;

nor was Godhead from her thought.
Greedily she ingorg'd without restraint; 7Q1
And knew not eating death! Satiate at length,
And hcighten'd as with wine, jocund, and boon,
Thus to herself she pleasingly began :

O SfjvYeign, virtuous, precious of all trees 79-5

In Paradise! of operation blest

To sapience! hitherto obscur'd, infain/d,
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end
Created: but, henceforth inv early care

(Not without song, each morning, and due praise)
Shall tend tbee, and the fertile burden ease, 801
Of thy full branches, offer d free to all:

'Till dieted by thce, I grow mature
In knowledge, as the Gods, who all things kno^-;

Though others envy what they cannot give: 80J
Vor, had the gift been theirs, it had not'here
Thus grown. Experience, next, to thee I our,

777. Gen. iii. 6. The woman the eyes, and a tree to i>c-le;;ir.'<i

aw ti:-.it the tree was aood i'or to make one wise,

food, unti that it was.plsHsiuit to

N



6C PARADISE LOST. BookiX.

Best'guide ! not following tbec, I had remuin'd
In ignorance; th'ou open'st wisdom's way,
And giv'st access, though secret she retire. 810
And 1 perhaps am secret: heav'n is high,
High, and remote to see from thence distinct

Each thing on earth
;
and other care, perhaps,

May have diverted from continual watch
Our great forbidder, safe with all his spies 815
About him. But, to Adam in what sort

Shall I appear ? shall I to him make known
As yet my change, and give him to partake
Full happiness with me? or rather not;
But keep the odds of knowledge in my pow'r 820
Without co-partner? so to add what wants
In female sex, the more to draw his love,
And render me more equal ;

and perhaps,
(A thing not undesirable) sometime

Superior : for inferior, who is free? 825
This may be well : but what if God have seen,
And death ensue? then I shall be no more!
And Adam, wedded to another Eve,
Shall live with her enjoyin <?.,

I extinct;
A death to .think .! confinn'd then I resolve, 930
Adam shall share with me in bliss, or woe :

So dear I love him, that with him, all deaths

i could endure; without him live no life.

So saying, from the tree her step she turn'd :

Bui rirst low reverence done, as to the pow'r 835
That dwelt within

;
whose presence had infus'd

Into the plant sciential sap, doriv'd

From nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while

Waiting desirous her return, had wove
Of choicest fiow'rs a garland to adorn 840
Her tresses, and her rural labours crown :

As reapers oft are wont their harvest-queen.

Rll. Ps. xciv. 7. They say 835. Rom. i. S?5. Worship-
Jehovah shall nut see : neither peel and served the creature more

hall the God ofJacob regard it. than the Creator,
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Great joy he.proinis'd to his thoughts, and new
'Solace in her return, so long-delay 'd :

Yet oft his heart, divine ofsomething ill, 845

Misgave him; he the fauU/ring measure felt;

And forth to meet her went, the way she took
That morn, v/hcn first they parted. By the tree

Of knowledge he must pass; there he her met.
Scarce from the tree returning : in her hand 850
A bow of fairest fruit, that -downy smil'd,
New gather'd, and ambrosial smell diffus'd^

To him she hasted
;
in her face excuse

Came prologue, and apology too prompt; 8.54

Which, with bland words at will, she thus address'd:

Hast thou not wonderVI Adam, at my stay ?

Thee I have miss VI, and thought it long, dcpriv'd

Thy presence; agony of love! 'till now
Not felt, Hor shall be twice: fornever more
Mean L to try, (what rash untry'd I sought) $60
The pain of absence from thy sight. But strange
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear.
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree

Of danger, tasted
; nor to evil unknown

Op'ningthe way>; but, of divine effect 865
To open eyes, and make them Gods who taste;
And hath beew tasted such, Xiie serpent wise,
{Or not restrain'd as we, or not obeying)
Hath eaten of the fruit; and is become 8^9
Not dead, as we are thr-eateifd

; but, henceforth
Iimu'd with human voice, and human sense,

Reasoning to admiration 1 and with me
Persuasively hath so .prevaiPd, that {

,] lave also tasted, and have also found
Tli' -erTects to -correspond : opener mine eyes, S7J
Dim erst

; dilated spirits, ampler heart,
And growing p to Godhead : which for thee

Chiefly I sought ; without thee can despise :

For, bliss, as thou bust part, to me is bliss;
Tedious unshar'd with thee, and odious SOOIK 880 ..
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Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot

May join us; equal joy, as equal love:

Lest thou not tasting, different degree

Disjoin us, and t then too late renounce

Deity for thee, when fate will not permit. BB5
Thus Eve with countenance blithe her story told ;

But, in her cheek distemper flushing glow'd.
On tlf other side, Aduni, soon as he heard

"The fatal trespass done by Eve, amaz'd.

Astomed stood, and blank ! while horror chill 890
Han through his veins, and all his joints relax'd.

From his slack hand the garland wreath'd for Eve
Down dropp'd, and all the faded roses shed :

'Speechless he stood/and pale ! 'till thus at length
JPirst to himself he inward silence broke : 89-5

O fairest of creation ! last, and best

Of all God's works! creature, in whom excell'd

Whatever can to sight, or thought, be form'd,

Holy, divine,, good, amiable, or sweet.!

How art thou lost! how on a sudden lost, 900
Defac'd, deflower'd, ami now to death devote!

Rattier* how hast thou yielded to transgress
The strict forbiddance ! how, to violate

The sacred fruit forbidd'n ! some cursed fraud

Of enemy hath hemiil'd thce,yet.unknown ; Q05
, And me with thee hath ruin'd : for with thee

Certain my resolution is to die !

How can 1 live without thee! -how forego

Thy sweet converse, and love, so dearly join VI,

. TO live .again in these wild woods forlorn ! 910
Should God create another Eve, and I

Another rib afford, yet loss of thee

Would never from my heart: no, no *! I feel

The link of nature draw me : flesh of flesh,,

Bone ofmv bone thou art, and from thy state

Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe !

So having said, as one from sad dismay
Re-comforled, and, after thoughts distiirb'd.,
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Submitting to what secm'd remediless., 919
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he turn'd:

Bold deed thou hast presum'd, advent'rbus Rve !

A nd peril great provok'd, who thus hath dar'd,

Had it been only coveting to eye
That sacred fruit : sacred to abstinence ;

Much more to taste it, under ban to touch. 9'25

But, past who can recall, or done undo.!
Not God omnipotent, nor fate! yet ^o

Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fact

Is not so heinous now, foretasted fruit,

Profan'd first by the serpent, by him first 930
Made common, and unhallow'd, e'er our taste:

Nor yet on him found deadly ;
he yet lives ;

Lives, as thou said'st; and gains to live, as man,
Higher .degree

of life: inducement strong
Tons, as likely tasling to attain 935

.Proportional ascent: which cannot be
But to the Gods, or angels, demi-guds...
Nor can I think that God, Creator wise !

Though threat'nlng, will in earnest so destroy
Us, his prime creatures- diguify'd. so high, !

Set over all his works ;
which in our fall,

For us created, needs with us must fail,

Dependent made : so God shall uncreate,
Be frustrate, do, undo, and. labour lose

;

Not well conceiv'd of God: who (tho' his pow'r
Creation could repeat) yet would be loth 946
\

T

S to abolish
;
lest the adversary

Triumph, and say;
" Fickle their state whom God

" Most favours! who can please him long? Me first
" He ruin'd

;
now mankind : whom will he ne.xt.r"

Matter of scorn, not to be giv'n the foe. 9J1
However I with thoe have tix'd my Tot,
(\-rtaiii to undergo >ikc doom : if' death
Cat) sort with thce, death is to me as life :

P!7. r>ut. xxxii. 87. Lest the adversaries sbyu!d say.

tf 3
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>So forcible within my hearty I feel

The bond' of nature dru%v me to my
My own in thee ! for,, what thou art is mine :

Our state cannot.be sever' ci, we are one,
One flesh ; to lose thee were to lose myself'.

So Adam
;
and thus Kve to him reply 'd-:-

O glorious trial of 'exceeding love,

Illustrious evidence, example high,

Engaging me to emulate ! but, short

Ofthy perfection, how shall I attain,

Adam I from whose dear side ! boast me sprung ;

.And gladiy of our union bear thee speak,
One heart, one soul in both! whereof good' proof
This day affords ; declaring thee resolv'i!,

Kaliher than death, or ought than deatl) more dread,.

Shall separate us (link'd in love so dear! 97.0

Tr> undergo with me one guilt, one crime,

(If any be) of tasting this'fair fruit:

Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds,
Direct, or by occasion) hath presented
Thi's- happy trial of thy love; which else 975
So- eminently never had been knovyn.

Were it 1 thought death menae'd \vould; ensue
This my attempt, I would sustain alone

The worst, and not persuade thee; rather die

Deserted, than oblige thee with a fact 980
Pernicious to thy peace j, chiefly, assur'd.

Remarkably so late of thy so true,
So. faithful love unequal'd. But, I feel-

Far otherwise th' event, not death, but life

Augmented; cpen'deyes, new hopes, newjoys ; 985
Taste so-divine ! that what of sweet before

Hath touch'd my sense, flat seems to this, and harsh..

On my experience, Adam ! freely taste,

And fear of death deliver-to the winds.

So saying, she embrac'd him, and* for joy 990

956. Eph<rs. v.. 31. A mail shall-be joined unto his wife/. ai\&.

t>ro shallbe one fle^h..
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Tenderly wept ;
much won, that he bis love

Had so ennobled, a* of choice t' incur

Divine displeasure for her sake, or death.

Jii recompense (for such compliance bad
Such recompense best merits) from the bough 99
She gave him- of that fair-inticing- fruit,

With liberal hand : he scrupled not to eat,

Against his better knowledge : not deceived,.

But fondly overcome with female charm.
Earth trembled from lie r entrails, as again 1000
!-n pangs ; and nature gave a second groan :

Skylower'd, and mutt'ring thunder/ some sad drops

Wept, atcompleating of the mortal siii*

Original! while Adam took no thought,

Eatiiig' liis fill
;
nor. Eve to iterate 1005

Herformer trespass fear'd -

7 the more to soothe
Him with herlov'd society : that nosv

(As witli the new wine intoxicated both)

They swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel

Divinity within them breeding wing^ 1010
Where with to si-oni the -earth/ But, that false fruit

Far other operation first dtsplay'd!
Carnal desire inflaming, he on Eye
Began to cast lascivious eyes ;

she him
As wantonly repaid ;

in lust they burn: 1015
Till Adaiii thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move.

Eve! now 1 see thou art exact of taste,
And elegant, of sapience no small part ;

Since to each meaning savor we applv,
And palate call judicious : I the praise 1020
Yield thee, so well this day thou hast purvey'd.
Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstam'd
From this delightful fruit, nor known 'till now
True relish, tasting: if such pleasure be
In things to us fortndd'n it might "be wish'd, 1.0C5
For this one tree had bcenYoi bidden ton.

9%. Gen. ill. 6. She took of the fruit th >,reof, and did eat 1

ana gave also to her husband n-i-h her
;
and he did rat
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But come! so well refresh
7

*!, now let us phiy,
As meet is, alter such delirious fare :

For, never did thy beauty, since the day
I saw the first, and wedded thec, adorn 'd 1030
With all perfection, so in-fiarne my sense

With ardour to enjoy the*; fairer now
Than ever; bounty of this virtuous tree!

So said he, and forbore not Chinee., or toy
Of amorous intent ; weil understood 10tf5

Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire.

Her hand he seiz'd, and to a. shady bank,
Thick over-head with verdniit roof imbowre'd,
He led her nothing loth : flow'rs Were the couch,
Pansies, and violets, -anti asphodel, 1040-

Arid hyacinth, earth's freshest softest lap.
There they their fill of love, and love's disport
Took largely ; of their mutual guilt the seal,

The solace of their sin : 'till dewy sleep

Oppress 'd them, -weary 'd with their amorous play.
Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 1046

That with exhilarating vapour brand

About their spirits had plaid, and inmost pow'rs
IVlade err, was now exhal'd ; and grosser sleep,
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams

Iricumber'd, now had left them; up they rose 1051

As from unrest : and each the other viewing,
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their minds
How (Jarken'd ! innocence, that (as a veil)

Had shadovv'd them from knowing ill, was gone ;

Just confidence, and native righteousness, 105G

And honour, from about them : naked left

To guilty shame f he-cover'd ; but his robe

Uncover'd more: so rose the Danite strong.
Herculean Sampson, from the harlot-lap 1060

1656. Gen. iii. 7. And the 1060. Judges, xvi. 2<). Ke

ey-es of'theui both were opened, wist riot that the Lord Was cie-

and tke,y k&evv that they were parted from him,

nuked.
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Of Philistean Dalilah
;
and wakM

Shorn of his strength : they., destitute, and bare

Of all their virtue! silent,, and in lace

Confounded, long they sat, as s'micken mute :

Till Adam, though no Jess than Eveabash'd, lOGo

At length gave utterance to these words constrain'^

O Eve ! in evil hour thou didst give ear

To that false worm, of whomsoever taught
To counterfeit man's voice : true in our fall,

False in our proinis'd rising: since our eyes 1070

Open'd we find indeed, and find we know
Both good, and evil! good lost, and evil gpt I

Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know.
Which leaves us naked thus, cf honour void, :

Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 107-5

(Our wonted ornaments,) now soil'd, and stain.\U
And in our faces evident the signs
Of foul concupiscence ; whence evil store;
Ev'n shame, trie last of evils; of the first

Be sure then ! How shall 1 behold the face 1080
Henceforth of God, or Angel, erst with joy
And rapture so oft beheld r those heavenly shapes
Will dazzle now this earthly, with their biuze

Insufferably bright. O! might I here
In solitude live savage; in some glade 1095
Obscur'd, where highest woods (impenetrable
To star, or sun-light) spread their umbrage broad,
And brown as evening ! cover me, ye pines !

\e cedars, with innumerable boughs
Hide me, where I may never see them more !

-

But, let us now, as in bad plight, devise lOyi -

. What best may for the present serve to hide
The parts of each from other, that seem most
To shame obnoxious, and uosoetniiest seen,
Some tree,whose broad smooth leaves together sow 'd.
And girded on our loins, may cover round 100'J
Those "middle parts ; th-at this new-comer, shaujtv,

-

There sit not, and reproach us as unclean.
N5
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So eounsel'd he, and both together went
Into the thickest wood : there soon they chose 1 100

The fig-tree : not that kind for fruit renoun'd :

But, such as at this day (to Indians- known
In Malabar, or Decan) spreads her arms

Branching so broad, and long, that in the ground'
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow
About the mother tree; and pillar'd shade 1106

Hie;h over-arch'd, and echoing walks between :

There oft the Indian herdsman shunning heat,

Shelters in cool, and tends his pasturing herds

At loop-holes cut thro' thickest shade. Those leaves

They gather'd, broad' as Amazonian targe : 1111

And, with what skill they had, together sow'd,
To gird their waist: vain covering, if to hide

Their guilt, and dreaded shame! O'! how unlike

To that first naked glory ! (such of late 1.1 15

Columbus found th' American, so girt
With feather'd cincture

;
naked else, and wild'

Among the trees, on isles, and woody shores.)

Thusfenc'd, and, as they thought, their shame in part
Cover'd, but not at rest, or ease of mind, 1 120

They sat them down to weep. Nor only tears

Raiii'd at their eyes; but high winds worse within

Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate,

Mistrust, suspicion, discord, and shook sore

Their inward state of mind ;
calm region once, 1 125

And full of peace; now tost, and turbulent !

For, understanding rul'd not; and the will

Heard not her lore ! but, in subjection now
To sensual appetite, who from beneath

"Usurping, over sovereign reason claim'd 1130:

Superior sway : from thus distemper'd breast,

Adam, estrang'd in look, and alter'd
sty.le,

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew'd :

U12. Gen.iii. 7. And they 11?*?. Isaiah, Ivii. 0. The
2rved fig-leaVeis fogeth*?, and wicked are like the troubled sea,

made UeiBiclves aprons, when it cannot rest.
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Would thbu hadst hearken'd to my words, and

stay'd
With me, as I besought thee, when that strange
Desire of wand'ring, this unhappy morn, 1 13G>

I know not whence possess'd thee ! we had then-

Remained still happy ; not, as now, despoil'd

Of all our good ; sham'd, naked, miserable. 1 139

Let none henceforth seek needless cause t' approve .

The faith they owe : when* earnestly they seek

Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail. [Eve.
To whom, soon mov'd with touch of blame, thus -'

What words have pass'd thy lips, Adam severe !

Jmput'st thou that to my default, or will 1 145

Of wand'ring (as thou call'sfc it) which, who knows-

But might as ill have happened thou being by ;

Or to thyself perhaps : hadst thou been there,

Or here th'attempt, thou could'st not have discern 'd

Fraud in the serpent, speaking as he spake ; 1 15U ;

No ground of enmity between us known,

Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm.
Was- 1 to have never parted from thy side?

As good have grown there still a lifyless rib !

Being as I am, why didst not thou, the head, 1155
Command me absolutely not to go,

Going into such danger, as thou said'st ?

Too facile then, thou didst not much gain say ;

Nay, didst,permit, approve, and fair. dismiss.

Hadst thou been firm, and fix'd in thy dissent, \ l6Q\
Neither had I transgressed, nor thou with. me.
Xo whom, then first incens'd, Adam.reply'd:

Is this the love, is this the recompense
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eye ! exprest
Immutable, when thou wert lost, not I ; 116^ ;

Who might have liv'd, and joy'd immortal bliss :

Yet willingly cl^ose rather death with thee.

And am I now upbraided, as the cause
Of thy transgressing ? Not enough severe

N6
,
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It seems, in my restraint ! what conld I more ?

I warn'd thee, I admonisn d thee ; foretold

Tlie danger, and the lurking enemy
That lay in wait : beyond this, had been force ;

And force upon free-will hath here no place.
But, confidence then bore thee on ; secure 1175
Either to meet no danger, or to find

Matter of glorious trial. And perhaps
I also err'd, in overmuch admiring
What seem'd in thee so perfect, that I thought
No evil durst attempt thee : but, I rue 1130
That error now, which is become my crime ;

And thou th' accuser ! Thus it shall befall

Him, who to worth in women over-trusting,
Lets her will rule : restraint she will not brook ;

And left to herself, if evil thence ensue, ^ 1 185

She first his weak indulgence will accuse.

Thus they in mutual accusation spent
The fruitless hours : b\it neither self-condemning :

And of their vain contest appeared iio end.

THE feNl) O? THE NlS'Tli BOOK.
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THE ARGUMENT.

Man's transgression known, the guardian A?igch
Paradise, and return up to Heaven to approve their

vigilance, and are approved, God declaring theft the

entrance of Satan could not be by them prevented. He
sends his Son to judge the transgressors, who descends

and gives sentence accordingly ; then in pity clothes them

both, and reasccnds. Sin and death sitting till then at

the gates of Hell, by wond'rous sympathy feeling the

success of Satan in this new world, and the sin by Man
there committed, resolie to sit no longer confined in IIell

t

but to follow Satan their sire up to the place of Man :

to make the way easier from Hell to this world to and

fro, thej/ pave a broad highway or bridge over Chaos,

acccoraing to the' track that Satan first made; then pre

paring for Earth, they meet him proud of his success

returning to IIell: their mutual grat illation. Satan

arrives at Pandemonium, in full assembly relates with

boasting his success against Man; instead of applause is

entertained with a general him by all his audience, trans-

formed with himself' also suddenly into serpents, ac

cording to his doom given in Paradise ; then deluded

tilth a shew of the Jbrbiddcn tree springing up before

them, they greedily reaching to take of the fruit, chew

dust and bitter ashes. The proceedings oj Sin and
Death ; God fortels the Jinal victory of his Son over

them, and the renewing of all things ; but for the pre
sent commands his Angels to make several alterations

in the Heavens and elements Adam more and more

perceiving his fallen condition heavily bewails, rejects
the condolemtnt of Eve; she persists, and tit length

appeases him : then to evade the curse likely to fall
on their offspring, proposes to Adam violent ways, which

he approves not, but conceiving better hope, puts her

in mind of the late promise made than, that her seed

should be revenged on the Serpent, and exhorts her with

him to seek peace of the offended Deity by repentance
a?id supplication*



PARAB1SE

BOOK X.

MEANWHILE the heinous and despiteful act

Of Satan,, done in paradise, and how
lie, in the serpent, had perverted Eve,
Her husband' she, to taste the fatal fruit,

Was known in heav'n
; for, what can 'scape the eye

Of God ail-seeing, or deceive his heart '6

Omniscient? Who in all things wise and jnst,
Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind
Of man: with strength entire, and free-will armed ;

Complete to have discovered, and repnls'd 10

Whatever wiles of foe, or seeming friend, [ber'd)
For still they knew, (and ought t' have still remem-
The high injunction, not to taste that fruit,

Whoever tempted : which they not obeying,
Incurr'd (what could the}' less r) the penalty : 15

And manifold in sin, deserv'd to fall.

[Jp into heav'n, from Paradise, in 'haste

Th* angelic guards ascended, mute, and .sad,

For man ; for, of his state, by this they knew :

Much wond'ring how the subtle fiend had stol'ii CO
Entrance unseen. Soon as tli' unwelcomed ncvvs

From earth arrived at heaven-gate, displeas'd
AH were who heard : dim sadness did not spare-
That time celestial visages; yet, mixed
With pity, -violated -not their' 'bites. <25

25. Hob. iv. 15. We have r.ot a High Frkst that cannot be
touched with the feeling of oar iuilri^
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About the new-arriv'd^ in multitudes
I'll' ethereal people ran, to hear and know,
How all betel: they tow'rds the" Throne Supreme.,.

Accountable, made haste, to make appear,
With righteous plea, their utmost vigilance 5,

SO
And easily approved : when the Most High
Eternal Father, from his secret cloud

Amidst, in thunder utter'd thus his voice.

Assembled angel's, and ye pow'rs return 'd

From unsuccessful charge ! be not dismay'd 35
Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth,
Which your sinccrest care could not prevent;.
Foretold so lately what would come to. pass,.
When first this tempter cross'd the gulph from hell .

I told ye then he should prevail, and speed 40
On his bad errand ; man should be seduc'd,
And flattei-'d out of all, believing lies

'

Against his Maker: no decree of mine

Concurring to necessitate his fall ;

Or touch with lightest moment of impulse 45
His free-will, to her own. inclining left

.In even scale. But, fall'n he is : and now
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass
On his transgression, death denounc'd that day ?

Which he presumes already vain, and void, 50
Because not yet inflicted, (as he feat'd)

By some, immediate stroke : but soon shall find

Forbearance no. acquittance, e'er day end,
Justice shall not return, as bounty, scorn'd. 5-i

But whom send Lto judge them? whom, but thee

Vicegerent Son ? To thee 1 have t;

All judgment, whether in hea.v'n, or eartft'j or hell.

Easy it might be seen that I intend

Mercy colleague with justice, sending thee,

56. John. v. 22. The Father 59. Ps. Ixxxv. 10. Mercy
jlidgeth.no man, but hath com- and trivth are met t if' thcr

;

rnitted all 'judgment unto the righteousness and peace,
Son*. kissed each othar.
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Man's friend, bis mediator, his designed 60

Both ransom, and redeemer, voluntary;
And destin'd man himself, to judge man fall'ii..

So spake the Father, and unfolding hright
'Toward the right hand his glory on the Sou
lilaz'd forth wicloiided deity : "he full 6$

Resplendent all his father manifest

Expressed, and thus divinely answer'd mild.

Father eternal! thine is to decree;

Mine, hotii in heav'n and earth, to do thy will

Supreme; that thou in me, thy Son bclov'd, 70

May'st ever rest weli-pleas'cl. I go to judge
On earth these thy transgressors; but thouknow'st,
Whoever judg'd, the worst on me must light.,

When time shall be
;_ for, sa I untie rtook.

Before thee : and,, not repenting,, this obtain 73
Of right, that t may mitigate their doom
On me deriv'd, yet I shall temper so

Justice with mercy, as may illustrate most.

Them fully satlsfy'd and thee appease 7
Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none
.Are to behold the judgment, but the judg'd,
Those two: the third best absent is condeinn'd,
Convict Uy flight, and rebel to all law :

Conviction to the serpent none belongs.
Thus saying from his radiant seat he rose 85

Of high collateral glory: him thrones and pow'ir^
Princedoms, and dominations ministrant,

Accompanied to heaven-gate : from whence
Eden, and all the coast, in prospect lay.
Down he descended straight : (the speed of Gods 90
Time counts not, tho' with swiftest minutes wing'd,

was the sun in western cadence low

f>l. Job, xxxiii. ?4. He is judgment also because he is thje

gracious, and saith, I have found son of man.
r*nscmi -

. 85, 86. Rev. iii. 21. I am set
62. John, v. 27. And hath down with mj r.ahcr cii his,

given. hiai authority to execute thr.one.
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From noon; and gentle airs due at their hour,
To fan the earth now wak'd, and usher in

The ev'ning cool; when he, from wrath more cool.

Came/ the mild judge, and intercessor both, 9$
To sentence man. The voice of God they heard,
Now walking in the garden, hy soft winds

Brought to their ears, while day declined : they heard,
And from his presence hid themselves, among 100
The thickest trees, both man and wife : 'till God
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud:

Where art thou, Adam ! wont with joy to meet

My coming, seen far off? I miss thee here,

jSotplcas'd; thus entertained with solitude, 105
Where obvious duty e'er -while appeared unsought,
Or, come I less conspicuous? Or what change
Absents thee? Or what chance detains ?Come forth !

He came; and with him Eve, more loth, the/' first

To oftencj; discountenanced both, and discomposed !

Love was not in their looks, cither to God, 111

Or to each other; but apparent guile,
Arid shame, and perturbation, and despair,

Anger, and obstinacy, and hate, and guile : 1 14
When Adam, faltering long, thus an.-wer'd brief:.

I heard thee in the garden, and cf thy voice

Afraid, being naked, hid myself. To whom
The gracious judge, without revile, reply'd:

My voice thou oft hast heard, andhast not fear'd,
But still rejoic'd; how is it now become 120

9597. Gen. iii. 8. And they 103. Gen, iii. 9. And the
heard the voice of the Lord God Lord God called uuto Adam,
walking in the garden, in the :md said unto 'him, where art

cool of the day. thou?
100. Gen. iii. 8. And Adam llo". Gen. iii. 10 And he

and his wife hid themselves said, I heard thy roice in -the

from the presence of the Lord garden: and I was afraid, be-

God amongst the trees of the cause I was naked; and I hid

gardea. mjself.
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So dreadfcl lo thee? That thon art naked, who
Hath told thec r Hast thou eaten of the tree,

Whereof i gave thee c ou should'st not eat?

To \vlioin thus Adam, sore beset \ reply 'd :

iv'n ! in evil straight this day I stand 125

Before my judge; either to undergo
MysL'lf the'totul crime; or, to accuse

My other self, the partner of my life :

Whose failing, while her faith to me remains,
I should conceal, and not expose to blame 130

By my complaint. But strict necessity
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint!

Lest on my head both sin, aud punishment,
However insupportable be all 134

Devolved. Tho' should I hold my peace, yettho-u
Would'st easily detect what I conceal.

This woman, whom thou mad'st to be my help,
Aud gav'st me as thy perfect gift, so good,
So fit, so acceptable, so divine,
Thai from her hand I could suspect no ill; 140
And what she dixl, whatever in itself,

Her doing secm'd to justify the deed;
She gave me of the tree, and I did eat !

To whom the Sov'reign Presence thus reply VI:

Was she thy God, that her thou didstx)bcy, 145
Before his voice r or was she madf thy guide,
Superior, or but equal I that to her
Thou did'st resign thy manhood, and the place
Wherein God set thee above her, made of thee,
And for thee : whose perfection far cxceli'd loO
ilrr'sinall real dignity. Adorn 'd

She was indeed, and lovely, to attract

Thy love
;
not thy subjection : and her gifts

U>1. Gen. iii. 11. And he 107. On. Hi. 1C- And Che
satd, Who told theethut thou man fak!, The woman whom
was naked? hast thou oaten of thou -ga\ est to be witV nie^ she
the tree, whereof I commanded gave me oi the tree, and I Uid
thec, tiiat thou shouldest net eat.
eat?
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Were such, as under government well-seem'd;
Unseemly to bear rule : \vhich was thy part, 155

And person, had'st thou known thyself aright.
So having said, he thus to Eve in few

Say, woman, what is this which thou hast done?
To whom sad Eve, with shame nigh overwhelmed,

Confessing soon ; yet not before her Judge l60

Kohl, or loquacious, thus abaslrd, reply'd :

The serpent me beguil'd, and I did eat !

Which when the Lord God heard without delay
Tojudgment he proceeded on th' acous'd

Serpent, though brute ;
unable to transfer 165

The guilt on him, who made him instrument

Of mischief, and polluted from the end
Of his creation ; justly then accurs'd,
As vitiated in nature. More to know
Concern'd not man, (since he no further knew) 170
Nor alter'd his offence : yet God at last

To Satan (first in sin) his doom apply'd,

Though in mysterious terms
; judg'd as then best:

And on the serpent thus his curse let fall :

Because thou has done this, thou artaccurs'd 175

Above all cattle, each beast of the field :

Upon thy belly groveling thou shall go ;

And dust shall eat, all the days of thy life :

Between thee, and the woman, I will put

Enmity ? and between thine, and her scetl : 180

Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel.

So spake this oracle, then verify'd
When Jesus son of Mary (second Eve)

l.')8. Gen. iii. 13. And the cattle, and above every beast of

Lord God said unto the woman, the field : upon the belly shalt

what is this that thou hast done ? thou go> and d*t shalt thou ca

162. Gen. iii. 13. And the all the days of thy life. Audi
woman said, the serpent beguil- will put enmity between thee

ed me, and I did eat. and the woman, and between

175 isi. G,, n . ,|i, i4. 15. thy seed and her seed: it shall

And the Lord God said unto the - bruise thy head, and thou shalt

serpent, because thou hast done brtiise his heel,

this, thou art cursed above all
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Saw Satan fall, like Ijght'ning, down fromheav'n,
Prince of the air : then, rising from his grave, ] 83

Spoil'd principalities, and povvVs, triumphM
In open shew ; and, with ascension bright,

Captivity led captive through,the air,

The realm itself of Satan, long usurp'd ;

Whom he shall tread at last under our feet : 190
Ev'n he, who now foretold his fatal bruise ;

And to the woman thus his sentence turn'd:

Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply
By thy conception ;

children .thou shall bring
In sorrow forth; and, to thy husband's will ])5
Thine shall submit; he over thee shall rule.

On Adam last thus judgment he pronounc'd :

Because thou hast hearken'd to the voice of thy wife,
And eaten of the tree, concerning which
I charg'd thee, saying thou shall noleat thereof : 200
Curs'd is the ground^ for thy sake : thou in sorrow
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of thy life :

Thorns also, and thistles, it shall bring thee forth

Unfold
;
and thou shalt cat lh' herb of the field.

134; Luke, X. 18. I beheld band, and he shall rule over
Satan as lightning fall from thee,

hoaven. 197 208. Gen. iii. 17, 18, 19.

185. Eph. ii. '2. Theprince And unto Adam he said, because
of the power of the air: thou hast hearktmod unto the

186\ Col. ii. 15. And having voice of thy wife, and hast eaten

spoiled principalities and powers, of the tree of which I command-
he made a show of them openly, ed thee, saying, thou shalt not

triumphing over them in it. eat of it: cursed is the ground
188. Ps. Ixviii. 18. Thou hast for thy sake; in sorrow shalt

ascended on high, thou hast led thou eat of it all the days of thy
captivity captive. life. Thorns also arid thistles

190, 191. Rum. xvi 20. \nd h;tll it bring forth to thee ; and
the God of Peace shall bruise thou halt eat the herb of the
'Satan imdrr your feet. field. In the sweaj: of thy face

192 19'tf.*Gen. iii. 16. Unto shalt thou eat bread, till thou
the woman he said, I will greatly return unto the ground ; for out

xmltiply thy sorrow and thy of it wast thou taken
;

for dust

conception : in sorrow thou thou art, and unto dust shalt
shalt bring forth children

;
and thou return,

thy desire "shall be to thy hus-
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In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,, 20.5

Till thou return unto the ground ; for thou

Out of the ground wast taken, (know thy birth)
For dust thou art, and shall to durst return.

So judg'd.he man, both Judge,, and Saviour sent-;

And th' instant stroke ofdeath, denounc'd that day,
lleraov'd far off; then pitying how they stood 2 1 1

Before him naked to the air, (that now
Must suffer change) disdain'd not to begin
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume :

As when he wash'd his servants fee tj so now.
As father of his family, he clad 216

Their nakedness with skins of beasts; or slain,

Or (as the snuke) with youthful coat repaid :

And thought not much to clothe his enemies.

Nor he their outward only, with the skins

Of beasts ;
but inward nakedness (much more

Opprobrious !) with his robe of
righteousness

Arraying, covcr'd from his Father's sight.
To him with swift nseent he up return'd,

(Into his blissful bosom reassum'd 225

In glory, as of old) to him appeas'd,
All (tho* all-knowing) what had past with man
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. [earth,

.Meanwhile, e'er thus was sinVl, and judg'd, cm

Within the gates of hell sat sin, and death, 230

In counterview within the gated, that now
Stood open wide, belching outragious flame

Far into Chaos, since the fiend pass'd through,

214. Phil. ii. 7. But mado God make coats of skins, aiafl

himself of no reputation, and clothed them,

took upon him the form of a scr- 219. Horn v. 10. When \ve

vant. >vcre enemies, we were recon-

John, xiii. f. He pour- cited to God by the dcdth oi Jiis

th water into a fcason, ami be- Sou.

gan to wash the disciples iVi-r, W<2. Is. ixi. 10. lie hath

and to wipe them with the towel ckthctl me 'with the garments
wherewith he was girded. of salvation, he huth covered

i>lti. Gen. iii. 21. Unto Ad:irn me vvitli the robe uf righteous-
also and to his wife did the Lord ness.

1
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Sin op'ning : who thus now to Death began:
O son ! why sit we here, each other viewing 23,5

Idly, while Satan, our great author, thrives

In other worlds, and happier seat provides
For us, his offspring dear ? it cannot be
But that success attends him: if mishap,
E'er this he had relurn'd, with fury driv'n 240

By his avengers ;
since no place like this

Can fit his punishment, or their revenge.
Methinks I feel new strength within me rise,

Wings growing, and dominion giv'n me large,

Beyond this deep : whatever draws me on, 245
Or sympathy, or some connat'ral force,
Powerful at greatest distance to unite,
With secret amity, things of like kind,

By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade

Inseparable, must with me along ;

'

25O
For, death from sin no pow'r can separate.
But, lest the difficulty of passing back

Stay his return, perhaps, over this gulph
Impassable, impervious ;

let us try

(Advent'rous work ! yet to thy poV'r,-aad mine.
Not unagreeable) to found a path
Over this main, from hell to that new world,
Where Satan now prevails: a moiHiui

,Of merit high, to all th' infernal host
;

Easing their passage hence, for intercoi-r.s^ C(u>

Of transmigration, as their lot shall lc

Nor can I miss the way, so strongly dr

By this new-felt attraction, and instinct.

Whom thus the meagre shadow ans\ver'd soon.

Go, whither fate, and inclination strong 26o
Leads thee; I shall not lag behind, nor err
The way, thou leading : such a scent I draw
Of carnage, prey iniuimerablr ! and taste
The savour of death from ail things there that live.

251. Rom. vi, 23. The K

O
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Nor shall I to the work thou cntcrpriscst 27*0

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid.

!So saying, with delight lie snuff'd the smell

Of mortal change on earth. As when a Hock
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote,

Against
the day of battle, to a tield 275

V\ here armies lieencamp'd come flying, lur'd

With scent of living carcases, design'd
Tor death the following day, in bloody fight :

So scented the grim feature, and uptura'd
Jrlis nostrils wide into the murky air ; 80
Satraciaus of his quarry from so far.

Then, both from out hell-gates, into the waste

Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp, and dark,
Flew diverse

;
arid with pow'r (their pow'r was great!)

Hovering upon the waters,, what they met 28o

'Solid, -or slimy, (as in raging sea

Tost up and down) together crowded drove,
From each side shoaling tow'rds the mouth of hell :

As when trwo polar winds, blowing adverse

Upon the Cronian sea, together drive

Mountains of ice, that stop th' imaghfj'd way
Beyond Pctzora eastward to the rich

Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil

Death with his mace petrific, cold, and dry,

(As with a trident) smote
;
and fix'd as firm

As Delos, floating once : the rest, his look

Bound with Gorgonian rigour, not to move :

And with Asphaltie slime, (broad as the gate,

Deep to the roots of hell) the gather'd beach

They fasten'd ;
and the mole immense wrought on,

Over the foaming deep high-arch'd ;
a bridge, 301

Of length prodigious, joining to the wall

Immdveable of this now fenceless world

Forfeit to Death. From hence, a passage broad,

304,305. Malt. vii. 13. Wide is the gate, and broad is the

way that leadeth todesiructiou.
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Smooth, easy, inoffensive, down to hell. 305

So (if great things to small may be compar'd)
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke,
From Susa (his Memnonian palace high)
Came to the sea ; and, over Hellespont

Bridging his w#y, Europe with Asia join'd ; 310

And scourg'd with many a stroke th' indignant
waves.

Now had they brought the work, by wond'rous art.

Pontifical (a ridge of pendent rock

Over the vex'd abyss, following the track

Of Satan, to the self-same place where he 315
First lighted from his wing, and landed safe

From out of Chaos,) to the outside bare

Of this round world : with pins of adamant,
And chains, they made all fast

;
too fast they made,

And durable ! and now, in little space, 32O
The confines met of empyrean heav'n,
And of this world : and, on the left hand, hell",

With long reach interpos'd : three several ways,
In sight, to each of these three places led.

And now, their way to earth they had descry 'd,

To Paradise first tending; when, behold!

Satan, in likeness of an Angel bright,
Betwixt the Centaur, and the Scorpion, steering
His zenith, while the sun in Aries rose :

Disguis'd he came ; but, those his children dear 330
Their parent soon discern 'd, though in disguise.

He, after Eve seduc'd unminded, slunk

Into the wood fast by; and, changing shape,
T' observe the sequel, saw his guileful act

By Eve (though all unweeting) seconded 335

Upon her husband; saw their shame, that sought
Vain covertures: but, when he saw descend

322. Matt. xxv. 41. Then shall he say to them ou the left

baud, Depart from we, ye cursed.
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The Son of God tojudge them, terrify VI

lie fled: not hoping to escape, but shun
The present; fearing, guilty, what his wrath 340

Might suddenly inflict : that pass'd, return'd

By night, and listening where the hapless pair
Sat in their sad discourse, and various plaint,
Thence gather'd his owixdoom : which understood

Not instant, but of future time, with joy 345

And tidings fraught, to hell he now relurn'd :

And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot

Of this new wond'rous pontifice, unhop'd
Met, .who to meet him came, his offspring dear.

Great joy was at their meeting, and at sight 6*50

Of that stupendous bridge, his joy increas'd.

Long he admiring stood, 'till Sin, his fair

Jncrianting daughter, thus the silence broke:

O parent ! these are thy magniric deeds;

Thy trophies! which thou view'sl as not thine own;
Thou art their author, and prime architect 35ft

For, t no sooner in my heart divin'd

(My heart, which by a secret harmony
Still moves with thine, join'd in connexion sweet !)

That thou oa earth hadstprosper'd, which thy looks

Now also evidence, but straight I felt 36 1

(Though distant from thee worlds between, yet felt)

That I must after thee, with this thy son:

Such fatal consequence mutes us three !

Hell could no longer holdus in her bounds : 365

Nor this unvoyageable giilph obscure

Detain, from following thy illustrious track.

Thou hast atchiev'd our liberty, confin'd

Within hell-gates 'till now : thou us impower'd
To fortify thus far, and overlay, 37Q
\Vith this portentous bridge, the dark abyss.

Thine now is all this world ; thy virtue hath won

... Matt. viii. 29. What hitherto torment us before the

have we to do with thee, Jesus, time?

,rhou Swii of uud r art thou conao
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IVhat thv hands builded not: thy wisdom gain'd,
Vv ilh odds, what war hath lost :*and fully aveng'd
Our foil in heuv'-n : here thou shall monarch reign,
There did'st not: there 'let him still victor sway, 3?0
As battle hath acijudg'd; from this new world

lietiriagj by his own doom alienated:

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide

Of all things, parted by tV empyreal bounds, 3SO
His quadrature, from thy orbicular world ;

Or try tries, now more dang'rous to his throne.

Whom thus the prince of darkness answered glad:
Fair daughter, and thou son and grandchild both !

High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 3$ 5

Qf Satan, (for I glory in the name,

Antagonist of heav'n's almighty king)

Amply have merited of me, of all

Th' infernal empire, that, so near heav'n's door

Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 390

Mine, with this glorious work ; and made one realm.

Hell, and this world, one realm, one continent
Of easy thoroughfare. Therefore, while 1

Descend through darkness, on your road with ease,

To niy associate pow'rs, them to acquaint 59 >

With these successes, and with them rejoice;
You two this way, among theso numerous orbs

(All yours i) right down to paradise descend :

There dwell, and reign in bliss ; thence on the earth

Dominion exercise,. and in the air, 4(30

Chiefly on man, sole lord of all declar'd :

, Hum first make sure your thrall, and lastly kill,

"My substitutes I send ye, and create

Plonipotcnt on earth, of matchless might
issuing from me : on yourjoint vigour now 405

37'3. Deut. vi. 10. Great length is as large as the breadth,
ami poodiy cities which thou 40:1. Hel>. ii. 14. That
buildcst not. through death hv wight destroy

otU. Kcv. xxi. 1(>. The holy him that hud th; power oi'

city lieth four-square, and the that is the devil.

O3
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My hold of this new kingdom all depends ;

lisrough sin to death expos'd, by my exploit.
If youv joint pow'r prevail, th' ailairs of hell

No detriment need fear : go, and be strong !

So saying, he dismissed them : they with speed 410
Their course through thickest constellations held,

Spreading their baiie : the blasted stars look'd wan ;

And planets, planet-struck, real eclipse
Then suffer d. Th' other way, Satan went down
The causey to hell-gate: on either side, 415

Departed Chaos over-built exclaim'd,
And with rebounding surge the bars assail'd,

That scorn'd his indignation. Through the gate,
Wide open, and unguarded, Satan pass'd;

' And all about found desolate: for those 4Q
Appointed to .sit there, had left their charge,
Flown to the upper world : the rest were all

Far to th' inland -retir'd, about the walls

Of Pandaemonium ; city, and proud seat

Of Lucifer, (so by a-llusion call'd 45
Of that bright star to Satan paragon 'd.)

'Iherc kept their watch the legions, while the Grand
In council sat, solicitous what chance

Might intercept their Emperor stmt: so he

Departing gave command, and they observed. 430
As when the Tartar from his Russian foe,

By Astracan, over the snowy plains,
Retires: or Bactrian Sophy from the horns
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 435
To Tauris, or Casbin: so these (the late

Heav'n-banish'd host) left desert utmost hell

Many a dark league, reduc'd in careful watch
.Round their metropolis; and now expecting 430
Each hour their great adventurer, from the search
Offoreign worlds. lie through the midst unmark'd,
In shew plebeian Angel militant

Of lowest order, pass'd ;
and from the door
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Of that Plutonian hall, invisible

Ascended his high throne: which, under state 445

Of richest texture spread, at Ui' upper end

Was plae'd, ip .:.stre. Down awhile

He sat, and roimu about turn saw, unseen.

At last,, as from a cloud, his fulgent head, 449
And shape star-biight, appeai'd, (or brighter; eluci

With what permissive glory since his fall

Was left him, or false glittei.) All amaz'd
At that so sudden blaze, the Stygian throng
Bent their aspect; and whom they wish'd, beheld,

Their mighty chief return'd : loud was ttv acclaim J

Forth rusi\'d in haste Hie great consulting peers, 4^i>

Rais'd fro eft the dark Divan, and with like joy

Congratulanfcnpproach'd hi in; who with iiaucl

^ileneej and with these words, attention won:

Thrones, do^wftflfcfefts^ princedoms, virtues,

For, in possession such, uotoniy ofriglrt Jpt-'-

I call ye, and declare ye uo-w ; return'd

Successful beyorxdl hope, to lead ye forth

Triumphant out ok tl*.U infernal pit

Abominable, acenrs'd, the house of woe., 4&J=

And dungeon of our tyrant ! Now possess,
As lords, a spacious world; t' our native heaven
Little inferior, by mv adventure hard
With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to tell

What I have done; what suiier'd ; with what pain

Voyag'd th' unreal, vast, unbounded deep 471
OF horrible confusion ! over which,

By Sin,, and Death, a broad way now is pav'd,
To expedite your glorious march : but, I

ToiPd out mv uncouth passage, forc'd to. ride.

Th' un tractable, abyss, plung'd in the womb
Of unoriginal Night, and Chaos wild:

That, jealous of their secrets, fiercely oppos'd

My journey strange, with clamorous uproar

4iO. Is. xir. !.. Liicifcr, son of the

04
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..Pretesting fate supreme: thence, how I found 480
The new-created world, which fame in heav'n

Long had foretold : a fabric wonderful !

Of absolute perfection ! therein man,
Pluc'd in a paradise, bv our exile

Made happy. Him by fraud I have seduc'd 485
From his Creator

; and (the more t' increase
.Your wonder) with an apple, lie thereat
Offended (worth your laughter!) hath giv'n up
Both his beloved man, and all his world,

/'jl'sin, and death, a prey; and so, to us; 490
Without our hazard, labour, or alarm;
To range in, and to dwell, and over man
To rule, as over all he should have rul'd.

True is, me also he hath judg'd, (or rather
Me not, hut the brute serpent (in whose shape 4Q5
Man I deceived.) That which to me belongs,
Is enmity, which he will put between
Me, and mankind

;
I am to bruise his heel ;

His seed, (when is not set) shall bruise my head.
A world who would not purchase with a bruise, 500
Or much more grievous pain ? Ye have th/ account
Of my performance: What remains, ye Gods!
But up, and enter now into full bliss?

So having said, awhile he stood, expecting
' Their universal shout, and high applause,

v

505
To- fill his ear: when contrary, he hears
On all sides, from innumerable ton crocs,.

A dismal universal hiss, the sound
Of public scorn ! -He wonder'd, but not long
Had leisure, wond'ring at himself now more : MO
His visage drawn he felt to sharp, and spare ;

IJis arms clung to his ribs; his legs entwining
Each other, till supplanted down he fell :

A monstrous serpent on his belly prone,

496. Gen. iii. 15, And T will seed am 1
, hrr seed : if .hall bruise

tv.t emahjy- iK-t.wn.n ih'-'f ?u;ri i hv !;<::, ,-jn-i thou riult bruise

the wom$v ah
'
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Reluctant; but in vain! a greater pow'r
Jsowrul'cHiim, punish'd in the shape he sin'd,

According to his doom. lie would have spoke;
But, hiss for hiss return'd, with forked tongue,
To forked tongue: for, now were all transform 'd

Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 50
To his hold riot: dreadful was the din

Of hissing through the hall! thick swarm HIg now
With complicated monsters, head, and tail;

Scorpion, and asp, and umphisbccna dire,

Cerastes horn'd, hydrus, and elops drear, 525
And dipsas. (Not so thick swarm 'd once the soil

Itedrop'd with blood of Gorgon: or, the isle

Ophiusa.) But, still greatest he the in-itlstp

Now dragon grown; larger than wliom the sua

Ingender'd in the Pythian vale on slime. 530

Huge Python ! and his pow'r no less he scein'd

Above' the rest still fco retain. They all

Him follow 'd issuing forth to th' open field
;

Where all yet left of that revolted rout,

Heav'n-fall'n, in station stood, or jast array ; 555
Sublime with expectation, when to see

In triumph issuing forth their glorious chief.

They saw, but other sight instead 1 .a crowd
Of ugly serpents : horror on.them fell,

And horrid sympathy : for, what they saw,. 540 ;

They felt- themselves, now changing: down their

arms,
Down fell both spear, and Shield ; down they as fast;

'

And the dire hissrenew'd, and the dire form ,

Catch'd, by contagion; like in punishment,* 544-
Asin their crime. Thus was th'applause they meant.,
Turn'd to exploding hiss, triumph to shame,
Cast on themselves from their, own tnuuths. There

stood

546. P5. cxxxii. 18. Ills ene- - - Hos. iv. 7. I will change t

mies will 1 clothe with shame- their glory into sliais*. .
,



298 PARADISE LOST. Book X.

A grove hard by, sprang up with this their change,
(His will, who reigns above!) ta aggravate
Their penance, laden with fruit, like that 350
Which grew in Paradise, the bait of Eve
Us'd by the tempter : on that prospect strange
Their earnest eyes they fix'd; imagining,
For one forbidden tree, a multitude
Now ris'n, to work them further woe or shame : 5.55

Yet, parch'd with scalding thirst, and hunger fierce,

Though to delude them sent, could not abstain:

But, on they roll'd in heaps, and up the trees

Climbing,, sat thicker than the snaky locks

That curl'd Megtera : greedily they pluck'd 560
The fruitage, fair to sight, (like that which grew
Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam'd :

This, more delusive, not the touch, but taste

Deceived :) they fondly thinking to allay
Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit 565
Chew'd bitter ashes, which th' offended taste

With spattering noise rejected : oft they assay'd,

Hunger and thirst constraining : drug'd as oft

With hatefullest disrelish, writh'd their jaws,
With soot, and cinders fill'd : so, oft they fell 570
Into the same illusion

;
not as man, [plagu'd

Whom they triumph'd, oncelaps'd. Thus were they
And worn with famine, long, and ceaseless hiss,
Till their lost shape, permitted, they resum'd :

Ye.arly enjoin'd, some say, to undergo 575
This annual humbling certain numbered days,
To dash their pride, and joy, for man seduc'd.

However, some tradition they dispers'd

Among the heathen, of their purchase got,
And fabled how the serpent, whom they call'cl 5SO

Ophion, with Eurynome, (the wid-e

Encroaching Eve perhaps) had first the rule

V>2. Deut. xxxii. 52. Their grapes are graphs of gall, their
vine is of the vine d Sodom, and clusters are bijtn?,
i tUe fctitis of GoworraU
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Of high Olympus; thence by Saturn driy'n,

And Ops, e'er yet Pictapan
Jove was born.

Meanwhile, in paradise the hellish pair
Too soon arriv'd; sin, therein runv'r before,

Once actual
;
now in body, and to d\yeU

Habitual habitant; behind \ier J)eath,

Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet
On his pale horse : to whom Sin thus began : 59Q

Second of Satan sprung, all-conqu'ring Death !

Whatthink'st thou ofour empire now ? Tho' earn'd

With travel difficult, not better far,

Than still at hell's dark threshold t' have sat watch,

Unnam'd, undreaded, and thyself half starv'd ? 595
Whom thus the sin-born monster answe.r'd soon :

To me, who with eternal famine pine,,
Alike is hell or paradise, or heav'n

;

There best, where most with ravine I may meet:
Which here, tho' plenteous, all too little seems 600 '

To stuff tj^js inaw, this vast uuhide-bound corps.
To whom tli' incestuous mother thus reply'd :

Thou therefore on these herbs, and fruits,, and flow'rs

Feed first ; on each beast next, and fish, and fowl ;

JS'o homely morsels ! and, whatever thing (k)a

The scithe of Time mowes down, devour unspar'd :

Till I in man residing, through the race,

His thoughts, his looks, .words, actions> all infect;

And season him thy last, and sweetest prey.
This said, they both betook them several ways.

Both to destroy, or imimmortal make Gil
All kinds; and for destruction to mature,
Sooner or later : wlrich th' Almighty seeing,
From his transcendent seat the saints among,
To those bright orders utter'd thus his voice :" 6 1 5

587. Rom. vi. 6. That the Death, and hell followed
of sin might be destroyed. him: and power waj given-nnto

590. Ilev. vi. 8. And I look- them to kill with sword, and
ed, and behold a pnlc horse

;
and with hunger, and with dcnfh,

his name -tkat sat 011 him w^s and with the leasts pithsJtL,
O G '"'
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See! with what heat these dogs of hell advance,
To waste, and havoek yonder world

;
which L

So fair and good created : and had still

Kept in that state, had not the folly of man
Let in these wasteful furies; who impute 620

Folly to me : so doth the prince of hell,

And his adherents, that with so much ease

I suffer them to enter,, and possess,
A place so heav'nly ;

and conniving,, seem
To gratify my scornful enemies

;
525

That laugh, as if (transported with some fit

Of passion) I to them had quitted all,

At random yielded up to theifr-misrule:

And know not that 1 call'd, andtlrew them thither,

My hell-hounds, to lick up the draff, and filth, 630
Which man's polluting sin with taint had shed-

On what was pure : 'till crain'd, and gorg'd, nigh
With suck'd and glutted offal, at one sling [burst-,

Of thy victorious arm, well-pleasing Son I 634
Both sin and death, and yawning grave, at last,

Through Chaos hurl'd, obstruct the mouth of hell

"For- ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws.

Then, heav'n, and earth renew'd, shall bemade pure
To sanctity, that shall receive no stain :

'Tifl then, the curse pronoune'd on both precedes.
He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud 641

Sang hallelujah, as the sound of seas,

Through multitude that sung!
" Just are thy ways,

tf
. Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works;
( \\ ho can extenuate thee ? Nex t, to the Son 645
" Destiu'd restorer of mankind, by whom

616. Ps. xxii. 10. Dogs have of many waters, saying Halle-

cpnipaMifd me. lujah.
-

_: Rev. xxii. 15. Without 643. Rev, xv. 3. Just and

are dogs.
true are thy ways, thou King oT

041. Rev. MX. 6. And I Sahits.

heard as it were the voice of a Rev. xvi.7. True and

.nil as the vo*ee righteous air tin ju
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" New heav'n, anchearth shall to the ages rise ;

" Or down from heav'n descend." Such was their

While the Creator calling forth hy name [song,
His mighty Angels, gave them several charge,
As sorled best with present things. The sun

Had first his precept so to move, so shine,

As might atied the earth with cold, and heat,

Scarce tolerable : and from the north to call

Decrepit winter : from the south to bring
-

Solstitial summer's heat. To the blank moon
Her office they prescrib'd : to th* other "five,

'Their planetary motions, and aspects,
In sextile, square, and trine, and opposite,
Of noxious efficacy; and when to join GGO
In synod unbenign ; and taught the fix'd

Their influence malignant when to show'r;
Which of them, rising with the sun, or falling,
Should prove tempestuous. To the winds they set

Their corners
;
when with bluster to confound 6()

Sea, air, and shore : the thunder, when to roll

With terror through the dark uereal hull.

Some say, he bid his Angels turn ascance

The poles of earth, twice ten degrees, and more,
From the sun's axle; they with labour push'd 670

Oblique the centric globe: some say, the sun
Was bid turn reins from th' requinoctial road
Like distant breadth to Taurus, with the sev'n

Atlantic sisters, and the Spartan twins,

Up to the Tropic Crab; thence, down amain 675

By Leo, and the Virgin , and the Scales,
As deep as Capricorn ; to bring in change
Of seasons to each clime: else had the spring
Perpetual srnil'd on earth, with vernantflow'rs,

Equal in days, and nights, except to those 680

Beyond the polar circles : to them day

648. Rev. xxi. 2, Ami I, saw the holy qjty.. new Jcrusulem>

coming down from God, out of heaven,
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Had unbenighted shone, while the low sun

To recompense his distance,, in their sight
Had rounded still th' horizon,- and not known
Or east, or west; which had forbid the snow C85
From cold Estotiland, and south as far

Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit,

The sun, as from Thyestean banquet, turn'd

His course intended: else, how had the world

Inhabited, though sinless, more than now G9G
Avoided pinching cold, and scorching heat?

These changes in the heav'ns tho' slow prodtie'd
Like change un sea, and land ;.sideral blast,

Vapour, and mist, aud exhalation hot ;

Corrupt, arid pestilent! Now, from the north 695
Of Norurnbega, and the Sainoed shore,

Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm ;

d with ice,

And snow, and hail, and stormy gust, and flaw,

Boreas, and C?ecias, and Argestes loud, 699
And Thrascias, rend the woods, and seas upturn :

With adverse blast upturns them from the south

Kotus-and Afer, black with thundVous- clouds

From Sierra Leona: thwart of these, as iierce,

Forth rush the Levant, and the Ponent- winds,

Eurus, and: Zephyr; with their lateral noise, 705

Sirocco, and jVibecchio. Thus began
Outrage from lifeless things: but, Discord first

(Daughter of Sin,) among th' irrational

Death introduc'd, through fierce antipathy : 70<)

Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl \vifch fowl,
And fish with fish : to graze the herb all leaving,
Devour'dearh other : nor stood much in jiwe

Of man, but fled him; or, with count'mmee grim,
Glar'd on him passing. These were from without

The growing miseries, which Adam saw 715

Already in part> though hid in gloomiest shade,

710. Unlike to Is. Ixv. 25. The wolf ami lha Iftmb shall feed

together, aud the lion shall cat straw like the buiioci..
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To sorrow abandon'd : but, worse felt within !

And, in a troubled sea of passion tost,

Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint:
O miserable of happy ! is this the end 720

Of this new glorious world, and me so late

The glory ofthat glory, who now become

"Accurs'cf, of blessed? Hide me from the face

Of God, whom to behold was then my height
Of happiness! Yet well, if here would end 725
The misery; I deserv'd it, and would bear

My own deserving : but, this will not serve!

All that I eat, or drink, or shall beget,
Is propagated curse: O voice ! once heard

Delightfully," Increase, and multiply;" 730
Now death to hear! for what can I increase,,

Or multiply, but curses on rny head?

Who of all ages to succeed, but, feeling
The evil on him brought by me, will curse

My head ? Ill fare our ancestor impure ! 735
For this we may thank Adam ! but, his thanks

Shall be the execration ! so, besides

Mine own that 'bide upon me, all from me
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound :

On me, as on their natural centre, light : 740

Heavy, though in their place ! O fleeting joys
Of paradise, dear-bought with lasting woes!
Did I request thee, Maker! from my clay,
To mould me man ? Did I solicit thee

From darkness to promote me? Or, here place
In this delicious garden ? As my will 74G
Concurr'd not to my being, it were but right,
And equal, to reduce me to my dust;
Desirous to resign, and render back
All Ireceiv'd; unable to perform 750
Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold

718. Is. Ivii. 20. Like the them.
troubled sea. Gen. iii, 17. Cursed L<v

723, Gen, i, 28, Ck>d blessed the grouwi for tty sake,
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The good I sought not. To the loss of that,

(Sufficient penalty !) why hast thou added
The sense of endless woes ? inexplicable 754

Thy justice seems. Yet, to say truth, too late,

I thus contest: then should have been refus'd

These terms, whatever, when they were proposed.
Thou didst accept them : wilt thou enjoy the good,
Then cavil the conditions? And, though God
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son

Prove disobedient, and reprov'd, retort,

Whereof didst thou beget me ? I sought it not !

Would'st thou admit, for his contempt of thee,

That proud excuse \ \ et him, not thy election

But natural necessity, begot.. 7fo
God made thee of choice his- own, ?nd of his own
To serve him

; thy reward was of his grace ;

Thy punishment then justly is at his will. .

Be'it so ! ibr, 1 submit ; his doom is fair,

That dust I am, and shall to dust return.. 770
O welcome hour whenever ! why delays;.

His hand to execute, what his decree

Fix'd on this day r Why do I over-live ;

Why am I mock'd with death, ancUeni>-then
!dout

Tovdeathless pain ? How ghully. would 1 meet 77 5

Mortality my- sciiicnce, and be earth

Insensible ! Mow glad would lay me down,
As in my,mother's lap!

'there 1 should re.st,

And sleep secure: his dreadful voice no more
Would thunder in my eaiS : no fear of. worse 780
To me, and to iny. offspring, would torment me
With" cruel expectation ! yet one doubt
Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die.;

Lest that pure breath of Hie, the spirit of man,

754756. K0m. iii. 5. Is return.,

God unrighteons who taketh 784, 785. Gen, ii. 7. The

vengeance ? Far be it
;

for thin* Lord God formed man, a;:<i

iu.-.v shall God judge the world? breathed ito his nostrils th

770. Gen iii. 19. Dust thou breath flf Hj.i,

art, and tinto. tiast. shalt -thou
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Whiclr Oofl inspired, cannot together perish' 785

With this corporeal clod : then,, in the grave,
Or in some other dismal place, who knows
Hut I shall die a living death? O thought

Horrid, if' true ! Yet why r Jt was hut breath

Of life that sin'd: what dies, but what had life

And sin ? The' body properly hath neither. 791
Ail of me then shall die : let this appease
The doubt, since human reach no further knows.

For, though the Lord of all be infinite,

Is his wrath also ? Be it ! Man is not so, 795
But mortal doom'd. How can he exercise

Wrath without end on man, whom death must end ?

Can he make deathless death ? That were to make

Strange contradiction, which to God himself

Impossible is held ; as argument 800
Of weakness, not of povv'r. Will he draw out,

For anger's sake, finite to infinite

In punish/dman, to satisfy his rigour,

Satisfy'd never? That were to extend
His sentence beyond dust, and nature's law: 805

By which all causes else, according still

To the reception of their matter, act;
Not to th* extent or their own sphere. But say
That death be not one stroke, as I suppos'd,

Bereaving sense: but, endless misery 810
From this day onward; which I feel begun
Both in me, and without me

;
and so last

To perpetuity Ah me! that fear

Comes thund'ring back with dreadful revolution

On my defenseless head : both death, and I, 815
Am found eternal, and incorporate both.

Nor I on my part single ;
in me all

Posterity stands curs'd ! fair patrimony
That I must leave ye, sons ! O, were I able

Slfi. Rom. vij. <M. O wrctchedntan tlii.t.1 m ! -wh

kver me from the body of this ctefh>
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To waste it all myself, and leave ye none! B'20

So 'disinherited, how \vould ye bless

Me, now your curse ! Ah ! why should all mankind,
For one man's fault, thus guiltless be condemn'd,
If guiltless r But, fron me what can proceed,
But all corrupt; both mind, and will, deprav'd :

Not to do only, but to will the same 826
With me r How can they then acquitted stand
In sight of God ? Him, after all disputes,
Forc'd I absolve : all my evasions vain,

Alld reasonings, (tho' thro* mazes) lead me still 8 3.0

But to my own conviction ; first and last,

On me, me only, (as the source, and spring
Of all corruption) all the blame lights due:
So might the wrath ! fond wish ! couldst thou support
That burden, "heavier than the earth to bear ;

833
Than all the world much heavier; though divided

With that bad woman ? Thus, what thou desir'st,

And what thou fear'si, alike destroys all hope
Of refuge; and concludes thee miserable,.

Beyond all past example, and future: SiO
To Satan only like, both crime, and doom,

conscience ! into what abyss of fears,

And horrors, hast thou driv'n me? Out of which
1 find no way ;

from deep to deeper plung'd !

Thus Adam to himself lamented loud, 845

Through the still night; not now (as e'er man fell)

Wholsome, and cool, and mild; but with black air

Accompany'd > with damps, and dreadful gloom ;

Which to. his evil conscience represented

824,825. Job, xiv. 4. Who unrighteousness with God ? God
ean bring a clean thing out of an forbid,

unclean? 844. Ps. Ixix. 2. I am come
g28 830. Ps. !i. 4. That into deep waters, where the

thou mightest be justified when floods overflow me.

thou spakest, and be clear -when Ps. cxxx. 1- Out of the

thou judged. doeps have I caed tu Uioc, O
. ix. 14. Is there Lend.
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All things with double terror. Oa the ground 850

Outstretched he lay; on the cold ground ! and oft

Curs'd his creation ;
Death as oft accus'd

Of tardy execution, since denounced
The day of his offence. Why comes not death,,

t'Said he) with one thrice acceptable stroke 8o5

To eiid me ? Shall truth fail to keep her word ?

Justice divine not hasten to he just?
.But, death comes not at call

; justice divine

Mends not her slowest pace, for pray'rs, or cries !

woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bow'rs i

With other echo late I taught your shades 86i
To answer, and resound far other song !

Whom thus afflicted when sad Eve beheld,
Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh,
Soft words to his fierce passion she assayed : 865
But her with stern regard he thus repell'd :

Out ofmy sight, thou serpent! that name hest

Befits thee, with him leagu'd; thyself as false,

And hateful ! nothing wants, but that thy shape.
Like his, and colour serpentine., may shevr 870
Thy inward fraud

;
to warn all creatures from thee

Henceforth
; lest that too heav'nly form, pretended

To hellish falshood, snare them ! But for thee
1 had persisted happy ; had not thy pride,
And wand'ring vanity, when least was safe. 873

Rejected my forewarning, and disclain'd

Not to be trusted ; longing to be seen,

Though by the devil himself
;
him overweening

To over-reach : but, with the serpent meeting,
Fool'd, and

beguil'd ; by him thou, I by thee &8Q
To trust thee from my side

; imagiivd wise,
Constant, mature, proof against all assaults :

And understood not all was hut a show,
Rather than solid virtue ; all but a rib,
Crooked by nature, bent (as now appears) 885
More to the part sinister from me drawn

;

850. Mark, xiv. 35. He fell on tlie ground, arjd prayed.
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Well if-throw ti out, as supernumerary
To ray just number found ! O ! why did God,
Creator xv j.sc

'

that pcopi'd highest heav'u
With spirits masculine, create at last 890
This novelty on earth, this fair defect

Or nature : And not till the world at once
With men,, as Angels, without feminine ?

Or find some other way to generate
Mankind ? This mischief had not then befall'^ 89-5

And more that shall befal : innumerable
Disturbances on earth through female snares,
And straight conjunction with this sex! for, either

He never shall find out fit mate
;
but such

As some misfortune brings him, or mistake
; 900

Or, whom he wishes most, shall seldom gain

Through her perverseness; but shall see her gain'd

By a far worse: or, if she love, withheld

By parents ; or, his happiest choice too late

Shall meet, already link'd, and wedlock-bound Q05
To a fell adversary, his hate, or shame:
Which infinite calamity shall cause

To human life, and houshold peace confound !

He added not, and from her turn'd
; hut, Eve,

Not so repuls'd, with tears that ceus'd not flowing,
And tresses all disorder'd, at his feet <Jll

Fell humble; and, embracing them, besought
His peace> and thus proceeded in her plaint :

Forsake me not thus, Adam! witness heav'n

What love sincere, and reverence in my heart 915
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended,

Unhappily deceiv'd ! thy suppliant
I beg, and clasp thy knees : bereave me not

(Whereon I live !) thy gentle looks, thy aid,

Thy counsel, in this uttermost distress, 920

My only strength, and stay ! forlorn of thee,

W"hither shall 1 betake me,., where subsist ?

While yet we live, (scarce one short hour perhay)
Between us two let there be peace ! both join i:

;

Pt'2. John,vi. 68. To whom shall we g<i
J
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(Asjoin'd in injuries) one enmity
Against a foe by doom exprtss assigu'd us,

Thar. cruel serpent! On me exercise not

Thy hatred, for this misery befall'n
;

On me, already lost! Me than thyself
More-miserable! .Both have sin'd ! but, thou 930

Against God only ; 1, against God, and thce:

And to the place ofjudgment will return,
There with my cries importune heav'n ; that all

The sentence, from thy head remov'd, may light
On me

;
sole cause to thee of all this woe ; 9J35

Me ! me ! only just object of his ire !

She ended weeping ;
and her lowly plight

Immoveable, 'till peace obtain 'd from fault

Aeknowledg'd, and deplor'd, in Adam wrought
Commiseration : soon his heart relented 940
Tow'rds her, his life so late, and sole delight
Isow at his feet submissive in distress !

Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking
His counsel, (whom she had displeas'd) his aid!

As one disarmed, his anger all he lost; 945
And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her soon.

Unwary ! and too desirous (as before,
So now) of what thou know'st not, thou desir'st

The punishment all on thyself! Alas !

Bear thine own first
; ill able to sustain 950

His full wrath, whose thou feel'stas yet least part;
And my displeasure bear'st so ill. if pray'rs
Could alter high decrees, I to that place

'

Would speed before thee: and be louder heard,
That on my head all might be visited

; 95o
Thy frailty, and infirmer sex, forgiv'n ;

To me committed, and by me expos'd.
But, rise ! let us no more contend, nor blame
Each otber; blam'd enough .elsewhere ! but, strive
In offices otlove,ho.w we may lighten 960

;>1. Ps.lL 4. Against thce, 936. 1 Sam.xxv. 24. Upon n- ft

thee onljf have I sinned. upn me let this iniquity be.
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Each otlief's burthen, in our share of woe :

Since this day's death dcnounc'd (if ought I see)
Will prove no sudden, but a slow-pac'd, evil

;

A long day's dying, to augment our pain :

And to our seed (O hapless seed) derived. $65
To whom thus Eve, recov'ring heart, reply'd:

Adam ! by sad experiment, I know
How little weight my words with thee can find,

Found so erroneous ; tiience by just event
Found so unfortunate : nevertheless, 970
Restor'd by thee, (vile as I am !) to place
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain
Thy love (the sole contentment of my heart,

Living, or dying) from thee I will not hide

What thoughts in my unquiet breast are ris'n : 975

Tending to some relief of our extremes,
Or end

, though sharp, and sad, yet tolerable

As in our evils, and of easier choice.

If care of our descent perplex us most,
Which must be born to certain woe, devour'd 980

By Death at last, (and miserable it is

To be to others cause of misery,
Our own begotten ;

and of our loins to bring
Into this cursed world a woeful race

;

That after wretched life, must be at last 85
Food for so foul a monster !) in thy pow'r
It lies yet, e'er conception, to prevent
The race unblest, to being yet unbegot.
Childless thou art, childless remain : so death

Shall be deceiv'd his glut; and with us two QQQ
Be forc'd to satisfy his rav'nous maw.
But ifthou judge it hard, and difficult,

Conversing, looking, loving to abstain

From love's due rites, nuptial embraces sweet,
And with desire io languish without hope, 995
Before the present object languishing

961. Gal. vi. 2. Bear yc one another's burthens, and o fulfil

the law of Christ.
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With like desire: (which would be misery
And torment, less than none of what we dread)
Then (both ourselves and seed at once to free

From what we fear for both) let us make short

Let us seek death; or, he not found, supply 1001

With, oar own hands his office on ourselves.

Why stand we longer shivering under fears,

That shew no end but death
;
and have the pow'r,

Of many ways to die the shortest chusing, 1005
Destruction with destruction to destroy r

She ended here, or vehement despair
"Broke off the rest, so much of death her thoughts
Had entertain'd, as dy'd her cheeks with pale.
But Adam, with such counsel nothing sway'd, 1010
To better hopes his more attentive mind

Laboring had rais'd
;
and thus to Eve replyM :

Evei thy contempt of life, and pleasure, seems
To argue in thee something more sublime,
And excellent, than what thy mind contemns. 1015

But, self-destruction therefore sought, refutes

That excellence thought in thee: and implies.,
Not thy contempt, but anguish, and regret,
For loss of life, and pleasure, over-lov'd.

Or, if thou covet death, as utmost end 1020
Of misery ; so thinking to evade
The penalty pronoun c'd

; doubt not but fiod
Hath wiselier arm'd his vengeful ire, than so

To be forestall'd : much more I. fear, lest death,
So snatch'd, will not exempt us from the pain 1025
We are by doom to pay. Rather, such acts
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest,
To make death in us live! Then, let us seek

1001. la Eve's speech, the beseech thee, Lord, my life

laugtuige of desp;tir ;
and in from me

;
for it is better for me

.(u's, the sentiments of a to die than to live.

enlightened and eneou- 1028 1086. The 'resolutions

by the word of God. cf fajth and hope, founded upon
iv. *3. Take, I the word of Ged.
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Some safer resolution ;
which methinks

1 have in view, calling to mind with heed 1030
Part of our sentence, that "

thy seed shall bruise
" The serpent's head:

1 '

Piteous amends! unless

Be meant (whom I conjecture) our grand foe,

Satan: who, in the serpent, hath contriv'd

Against us this deceit. To crush his head 1035
Would be revenge indeed ! which will he lost

By death brought on ourselves; or childless days
Resolv'd, as thou proposest : so, our foe

Shall 'scape his punishment ordain'd; and we
Instead shall double ours upon our heads. 1040
No more be mentioned then of violence

Against ourselves; and wilful barrenness,
That cuts us off from hope ;

and savors only
Rancour and pride, impatience, and despite,
Reluctance against God, and his just yoke 104-5

Laid on oar ncrk. iffmember with what mild

And gracious temper he both heard, and judg'd,
Without wrath, or reviling. We expected
Immediate dissolution, which we thought 104^
Was meant by death that day : when lo ! to thce

Pains only in child-bearing were foretold,

And bringing forth, soon recompeus'd with joy,
Fruit of thy womb. On me the curse aslope*'
Glanc'd on the ground ;

with labour I must earn

My bread: what harm : Idleness had been worse :

My labour will sustain me. And, lest cold, 10dG
Or heat, should injure us, his timely care

Hath, unbcsought, provided ;
and his hands

Cloath'd us unworthy ; pitying while he judg'd.
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear
Be open, and his heart to pity incline? loGO
And teach us further by what means to shun

- 1. Kings, xx. 31. Go Jonah, ill. 9. Who can
eul to the king of Israel ; per- telj, if God will turn, and repeat,
adveuture he will save thy life, that we pcnsh not.
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TIT inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow;
Which now the sky', with various face, begins
To shew us in this mountain; while the winds 1065

Blow moist, and keen, shattering the graceful locks

Of these fair spreading trees : which bids us seek

Some better shroud, some better warmth, to cherish

Our limbs benum'd; e'er this diurnal star

Leave cold the night, how we his gather'd beams
li effected, may with matter sere foment

; 1071

Or, by collision of two bodies, grind
The air attrite to fire; as late the clouds

Justling, or push'd with winds, rude in their shock

Tine the slantlightening 4 whose thwart frame driv'n

Kindles -the gummy bark of fir, and pine ; [down ,

And sends a comfortable heat from far, 1077
Which might supply the sun. Such fire to use,
And what may else be remedy, or cure

To evils, which our own misdeeds have wrought;
Fie will instruct us praying, and of grace 1081

Beseeching him. JSo as we need not fear

T'o pass commodiously this life, sustained

Ity him with many comforts, 'till we end
In dust; our final rest, and native home ! 1085
/What better can we do, than to the place

Repairing where he judged us, prostrate fall

Before him reverent; and there confess

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears

WutVing the ground, arid with our sighs the air

rrequeuting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 1091
Of sorrow unfeigji'd, and humiliation meek?

108<>. Joel, ii. 11?, 13. There- not your garments, and turn
fore also now, saith Jehovah, unto J-hovah your God; for ho
Turn ye even to me with all is gracious and merciful, slow to

your heart, and with lasting, and anger avid of great kiudae.-?., aad
with weeping, and with mourn- repejiteth fcim of the cvij.

inij ;
aad read your heart, and

P
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Undoubtedly he will relent, and turn

From his displeasure : in whose look serene,

When angry most he seem'd and most severe, 1095
What else but favour, grace, and mercy shone ?

So spake our father penitent: nor Eve
Felt less remorse. They forthwith to the place

llepairin^
where he judg'd them, prostrate fell

Before him reverent; and both confessed 1100

Humbly their faults; and pardon begg'd; with tears

Wat'ring the ground : and with their sighs the air

Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite
;

in sign
Of sorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek.

1093. Luke, xv. 18. I will sinned aeainst heaven and before

arise, and go to my father, and thee, and am no more worthy to

will say uulo him, Father, I have be called .thy son.

THE END OF THE Tl-NTII BOOR.
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THE ARGUMENT.

The Son of God presents to his Father the praytrs of cnr

first .parents, now repotting, and intercedes for them :

God accept* then;, but declares that they must no longer

abidt in paradise; sends Michael with a band of Che

rubim to dispossess them ; but first to repeal to Adam

future things: Michael's coming <7<;rr. Adam shnvs

to Eie certain cnnavus signs ; he discern* /^.llchacTs ap

proach, goes out to 'meet kirn : the Angel ttoiounces their

departure. 'Eve's lamentation. Adam pleads, -but

submits : the Angel leads him up to a high hill ; sets

before him in vision what shall happen, till '.hefood.



PABAIMSE LOST.

BOOK XI.

1 HUS they, in lowliest plight! repentant stood

Praying ; for, from tlie mercy-seat above,
Prevenient grace descending^ had remov'cl

The stony from their heart?, and made new flesh

Regenerate grow instead ; that sighs now breath'd

Unutterable; which the spirit of pray'r
'*

Inspired, and win-g'd for heav'n with speedier flight

Than loudest oratory. Yet, their port
Not of oiean suitors';. -nor important less

JSeem'd their petition, than when the unrient pair
In fables old (less ancient yet than these) .

11

Deucalion, and chaste Pyrriia, to restore

2. Excel, xxv. 17, 21, 22. 'f censured for hi.? frequent al-

And thqu_ shalt make :i mercy-
" lusions to the heathen m> thu-

>cat of pure gold j
and tiiuu '

lugy, aud for mixing tables

:,hait put the n;rry-?e:it above " with sacred tr'utlis : but it may
upon- the ;irk

; aud "there will I '.' be observed iu favour of him,
meet \vithlhee. "that v.hat he burrows from

4. Kzek. xxxvi. 26. I will " the heathen mythology, he.

tkc away the stuny heart out "
commonly applies only by way

of your flesh ; and will give you
" of similit-iulc

;
and a similitude

an l-eart of llei;h. " from thence may illustrate his

. Rom. viii.
C26. Likewise ''

<uhjtTt as well as from *vny
the Spirit also helpeth our iniir- ' rliiu- ei?e." To wliieh may
mities ; for we know not what be added, that Milton resembled
we should pray for as we ou^lit : 15e/alecl, vho w:is to make the

but the Spirit itself mak: -lii in. 1'uruiture ol the tahernucle. Like
tercession for us with ^mailings him he was endowed with ex-

which cannot l>e uttered. traordinary talents : and like'hitu

8. Dr. Newton takes notice he empi'oycd Egyptian- jjold"t<5

here, that" Milton has bceu-ulten embellish his work,

P -t
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The race of mankind drowa'd, before the shrine
.

Of Themis stood devout. To heav'n their pray'rs
Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by envious winds 15

Blown vagabond, or frustrate : in they pass'd
Dimensionless, thro* heav'nly doors; then clad
With incense, where the golden altar fum'd, -/IT

"By their Great Intercessor, came in sight
Before the Father's throne : them the glad Sb-n 2O
Presenting, thus to intercede began:

See, Father ! what first-fruits on earth are sprung
From thy implanted grace in man! these sighs,
And pray'rs, which in this golden censer, mix'cl

With incense, I thy priest, before thee bring : 5

Fruits of more pleasing savour, from thy seed,
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those

Which (his own hand manuring) all the trees
1

Of paradise could have produc'd, e'er fall'a

From innocence. Now therefore, bend thine ear SO
To supplication ; hear his sighs, though mute!
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me
Interpret for him : me, his advocate,
And propitiation ; all his works on me,
Good, or not good, ingraft; n*y merit those 3

Shall perfect; and for these, my death shall pay.

Accept me ; and, in me, from, these receive

The smell of peace tovf'rd mankind : let him live

Before thee reconciled, (at least his days
Numbered) tho' sad

;

;
till death (his doom, which I

To mitigate thus plead, not to reverse) 41

To better life shall yield him : where with me
All uiy redeem'd may dwell, in joy, aud bliss

;.

'"$2^-2 5-.Rev. viii. 3. Andano- which vrns before the throng.

the: angel came and stood- at the 3.3. 1 John, ii. 1, '.'. We ha\ c

ifcltar, hftviug a golden censor
;

an advocate with the father.

and there was given unto hun Jesns Christ the righteoi^ : an 4

much incense, that he should he is the propitiation lor our

offer it with the prayers of all sins.

saints upon the golden altar. 4.3. Jobft^-rni. '20, 21., 2'?,
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Made one with me, as I with thee am one.

To whom the Father, without cloud, serene.'

All thy request for man, accepted Sou! +6

Obtain; all thy request was my decree,.

But, longer in that paradise to dwell,
The Jaw I gave to nature him forbids.

Those pure immortal elements, that know 5O
No gross, no unharmonious mixture foul,

Eject him, tainted now; and purge him off,

(As a distemper) gross, to air as gross,
And mortal food

;
as may dispose him best

'For dissolution wrought by sin, that first 55

Distemper'd all things ;
and of incorrupt

Corrupted. I, at first,, with two fair gifts
Created him endow'd

;
with happiness,

And immortality : that, fondly lost.
*.'

I
. >

*

This other, serv'd but to eternize woe ;. ()
Till 1 provided death : so death becomes
His final nmiedy : and (after life

Try'd in sharp tribulation, and refinV.

But let us- call to synod all the blest, [hide
Thro' heav'ns wide bounds

;
from them I will not'

Mr judgments) how with mankind I proceed ;

As how with peccant Angels late they saw
;

70'
And in their state, tho' firm, stood more confirm'd.

lit; ended, and the Son gave signal high
To the bright minister that watcU'tT: he blew

Neither pray I for these alone, thou gavcst me, I . IKIVK given-
but fur them also winch shall them; that they may br on?,
believe on me through their evea -as -\ve arc out).

word.: that they all may be one, 61. 1 Cor. iii. '.'I, 2. All
as thou Father art in xiuv and I things are yours, whether lite,

in th-e : that they al^o may- he or death, or things- jrtfbeiit ; <-;.

an* in us, ud the glvry nhich things to come.
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His trumpet (heard in Oreb since, perhaps,
When God descended, and perhaps once more 7^
To sound at general doom). Th' angelic blast

Fill'd all the regions: from their blissful bow'rs

Of amarantine shade, fountain, or spring,

By the waters of life, where'er they sat

In fellowships of joy, the sons of light 80

Masted, resorting to the summons high ;

And took their seats, till from his throne supreme
Th' Almighty thus pronounc'd his sov'reign \vill :

O Sons ! like one of us man is become
To know both good, and evil, since his taste 85
Of that defended fruit: but, let him boast

His knowledge of good lost, and evil got :

Happier ! had it sufKc'd him to have known
Good by itself, and evil not at all.

He sorrows. now, repents, and prays contrite; 90

My motiotis in him; longer than they move,
His heart 1 know how variable, aiid vain,

Self-left.. Lest therefore his now bolder hand
Reach also of the tree of life, and cat,

And live i'or ever, (dream at least U> liV 9-5

For ever) to remove him I decree,
And send him from the garden forth, to till

The ground whence he was taken : fitter soil !

Michael, this my behest have ihouin charge!

M 'Beut. iv.'lS. The day 8498. Gen. iii. 2?, 23.

that Jehovah spake \into vou in And the Lord God said, Behold

Jloieb, out of the midst of the the m;m is become as one of us,
fire. to know good and evil: and now

Exod. xi.x. 19. The voice lest he put' foil h his hand, and
of the trumpet sounded long., and take also of the tree of life, and
waxed lender and louder. eat and live for ever ; therefore

?t>". 1 Cor. xv. 52. The trumpet the Lord God sent him forth

.'t-aii rouud. from the garden of Eden, to till

V9. Kev. vii. 17, Living foun- the ground, from whence he was
tains of waters. taken.

-t-.Rcv. xxi. 1. A pure 90. Zee. xii. 10. And I will

river of water of life, clear as pour upon them the spirit of

crystal, proceeding out of the grace and of supplications ;
and

throne gf God.- and of the Lamb, they shall moura.
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Take to thcc fro.ui among the cherubim 100

Thy choice of flaming warriors; lest the fiend,

(Or in behalf of' man, or to invade

Vacant possession) some new trouble raise :

Haste thee ! and from the paradise of God,
Without remorse, drive out the sinful pair ;

105

From hallow 'd ground th' unholy : and denounce
To them, and to their progeny, from thence

Perpetual banishment. Yet, lest they faint

At the sad sentence rigorously urg'd,
(For I behold them soften'd, and with tears 1 10

-Bewailing their excess) all terror hide.

If patiently thy bidding they obey,
Dismiss them not disconsolate : reveal

To Adam what shall come in future days,
As I shall thee enlighten : intermix 115

My covenant in the woman's seed renew VI :

So send them forth, though sorrowing, yet in peace.
And on the east side of the garden place
(Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs)
Cherubic watch : and of a sword the flame ICO

Wide-waving,; all approach far off to fright,
And guard all passage to the tree of-life :

Lest paradise a receptacle prove.
To spirits foul, and all my trees their prey; 124"

With whose stol'n fruit man once more to delude.

He ceas'd; and th' Arch-aogcHe pow'r prepaid
For swift descent; with him the cohort bright
Of watchful cherubim : four faces each

Had, like a double Janus ; all their shap3

Spangled with eyes, more numerous than those ISO'

103 113. Is. lvii.l.5,ie.Thus huml.l?, and to revive the heft*
'

saith the high and lofty One th;tt ui the contrite OJH-S-. For I will

inhabireth eternity, whose name, not contend i'or ever., neitheo:

is Holy, I dwell in tlu; high and v/iil I t ^ alv/iiv--. \\xvth, iqr the

holy place ;
wit-h him ah-o that is spirit should fail U-k.;e iv.e ;

of a. contrite and humble spirit, the. scuta v.tu.;. I u...<

to revive the spirit of the
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Of Argus-;, and more wakeful than to drowse,
Charm 'd with Arcadian pipe, the past'ral reed

Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Meanwhile,
To re-salute the world with sacred light 134.

Leucothea wak'd; and with fresh dews imbalm'd
The earth

; when Adam,, and first matron Eve,
Had ended now their orisons; and found

Strength added from above
;
new hope to spring.

Out of despair ; joy, bat with fear yet link'd
;,

\\ Inch thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd :
,

Eve ! easily may faith admit, that all 141

The good which we enjoy, from heav
r
n descends

;.

"But, that from u.s ought .should ascend to heav'n,.

So prevalent, as to concern the mind
Of God high-blest^ or, to incline; his will ;

145

Hard to belief may seem : yet this will pray'r,
Or one short sigh of human breath, upborne
Ev'n to the scut of God. For, since I sought
By pray'r th' oifc mled Deity t' appease;. 14$

KncelM, and before him humbl'd all my hearted

Methought L saw him phtcable, and mild,

Bending his car: persuasion in me grew
That I was heard with favour; peace return'd

Home to my breast; and to my memory Io4

His promise, that "
thy seed shall bruise our foe:"

\Yhich, then not minded in dismay, yet now
''Assures me that UK: bitterness of death

Is past, and we shall live. YV hence, hail to thce :''

KvtLrightly caird, mother of all mankind,
Mother ot all things living, since by thee

M;vn is to Hve
;
and all things Uve for man !

To whom thus Eve, with sad demeanor meek :

Ill-worthy Ij such title should belong

138. Ps cxxxviii f>. In t};e the bittfraess of leath a past.

tlay wht-u 1 cru'il, . thou an- 160. (Jeu. iii. ?*). Aud Adam
i^eteiistiueT'audatren'gtbencd'st called his witV-'s name Eve, bc-

nf wilh strcrtgth in i:iv soul. cause she ^Us the Mi'.ther uf all

t^7. 1 Suu>. XT. 3iT. Surely .living, -b fiid^
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To me transgressor ! who, for thce ordatn'd

A help, became thy snare: to me reproach 1*65

Rather belongs, distrust, and all dispraise!

But, infinite in pardon was mvJmlge^
That [, who first brought death on all, am grac'd
The source of life : next favourable, thou

;

Who highly thus t' intitlt? me vouchsaf'st : 17O
Far other name deserving! But, the field

To labour calls us, now with sweat impos'd,

Though after sleepless night: for, see! the morn,
All unconceni'd with our imn^r, begins
Her rosy progress smiling: let us forth

; 175-

1 never from thy sifle lu>ri-cetbrth to stray,

Where e'er our day's work >ies; tho' now enjoinM
Laborious, '"till day droop: while here we dwell,
"What can ht- toilsome in- theso pleasant walks ?

Here let ns live, tho' in f;i!4'n state, content I ISO
So spake, so wisK'd - much-humbled fcve

;
but fate

Subscribed not: nature rirst gave signs, impress'd
On bird, beast, air;- air suddenly eclips'd,
After short blush of mom : nigh, in her sight,
The bird- of .love, stoop'd from his aery tt>r, 165
Two birds &f gayest pHnne before him trover

Down from- a hili tht- beast- that reigns in woods,,

(First hunter thviOj pursued a gentle brace,
(ioodlicst of all the forest, haft,. and hind;
Direct lo th' eastern gate was bent their tlight. 1-9Q

A-clain observ'd, and with his eve tho chaee

Pursuing, not unmovVi, to I've tlrus spake :

C) Kvc-! some further change awaits us high,
Which hcjivXby these mute signs in nature, sh<?w:>>

Forerunners of his purpose :. or to warn ]Q5
Us, haply too securtv of our discliarge
iVom penalty, because from death releas'd

Some-days: how. long, and what 'till then our life.

Who knows r Or move than thus, that we ate' dust,
And thittier nuist return-, and be no-more r .i'OO

Why else this double object HI our- sigh I,
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Of flight pursu'd in th' air, and o'er the ground,
One way the self-same hour ? Why in the east

Darkness e'er day's mid-course f and morning-light
More orient in yon western cloud, that draws 205
O'er the blue firmament, a radiant white ;

And slow descends,with something heav'nlyfraught ?

He err'd not
;

for by this the heav'nly bands
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now
In paradise, and on a hill made halt :. 210
A glorious apparition ! had not doubt,
And carnal fear, that clay dim'd Adam's eye.
Not that more glorious, when the angels met
Jacob, in Machanaim; where he saw
The field pavilion 'd with his guardians bright : 215
Nor that, which on the flaming mount appeared
In Dothan; cover'd with a camp of fire,

Against the Syrian king; who to surprise
One man, assassin like, had levy'd war

;

War unprochiim'd. The princely hierarch, 220
In their bright stand, there left his -pow'rs, to seize

Possession of the garden: he alone,
To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way;
Not unpercciv'd of Adam, who to Eve, 224
While the great visitant approach 'd, thus spake :

Eve! now expect great tidings, which perhaps

213. Gen. xxxii. 1, 2. And forth, behold an host compassed
Jacob went on his way, and the the city, both with horses and

angels of God met him : and chariots : and. his servant said

when Jacob saw them, lie s;iid, unto him, Alas, my piaster, how
This is GoU's host

;
and he called shall we do ? and he answered,

the name of that place Maha- Tear not
;

for they that be with

naitn. us, arc more than they tha,t he

fe!6. 2 Kings, vi. 13, 14, 1.5, with them, And Elishn prayed,
16,17. And it was told him, and said, Lord, I pray thee open
say- wig, Behold he is in Dothan. his eyes that -he may see. And
Therefore sent he thither horses, the Lord -Opened tke eyes of the

and chariots, and a great host : young man, and Jue saw : and.
and they came by night, and beheld, the. mountain 'was full

compassed the city about. And of horses, and chariots of fire,

wUe-ji the servant. of the man c-f round about Klisha-,

God was risen early and gone
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Of us will soon determine ; or impose
ISew laws to be observed: for, I descry,
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill,

One of the heav'nly host; and by his gait,
None of the meanest: some great potentate,
Or of.the thrones above ;

such majesty
Invests him coming ! yet not terrible,

That I should fear; nor sociably mild,
As Raphael, that 1 should much confide ; 235
But solemn, and sublime : whom not 1' offend,
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire.

He ended ;
and th' Arch-angel soon drew nigh ;

Not in his shape celestial, but as man.
Clad to meet man : over his lucid arms 240
A military vest of purple flow'd ;

Livelier than Melibcean, or the grain
Of Sarra, worn by kings, and heroes old,
In time of truce; Iris had clipp'd the woof;
His starrv helm unbuckled, shew'd him prime 245
In manhood, where youth ended: by his side

(As in a glist'ring zodiac) hung the sword,
Satan's dire dread ; and in his hand the spear.
Adam bow'd low : he, kingly, from his state

Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declared : 2,50

Adam ! hcav'ns high behest no preface needs :

Sufficient that thy pray'rs are heard, and death,
(Then due by sentence, when thou didst transgress)
Defeated of his seizure, many days
Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may'st repent,
And one bad act with many deeds well done 256

May'st cover : well may then thy Lord, appeas'd,
Redeem thee quite from death's rapacious claim.

But, longer in this paradise to dwell
Permits not : to remove thee I arn come, 260
And send thee from the garden forth, to till

25?. Is. xxxviii. 5. Thus saith the Lord, I have heard thy
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The ground whence thou wast taken, litter soil !

He added not
;
for Adam at the news

Heart-struck with chilling gripe of sorrow stood,
That all his senses bound ! Eve, who, unseen, 266
Yet all had heard, with audible lament
Discover'd soon the place of her retire.

O unexpected stroke, worse than of death-!

Must I thus leave thee, paradise? thus leave

Thee, native soil! these happy walks, and shades>
Fit haunt of gods ? where I had hope to spend, 27 1

Quiet, though sad,, the respite of that day
That must be mortal to us both! O, flow'rs-l.

That never will in other climate grow
*

r

My early visitation, and my last 275
At ev'n, which 1 bred up with tender hand
From the first op'ning bud,, and gave ye names !

Who now shall rear ye to the sun, .or rank
Your tribes, and water from th' ambrosial fount?

Th*e/ lastly, nuptial bow'r! by me adorn'd '280

"With what to sight, or smell, -was sweet ! from thee

How shall I part, and whither wander down
Into a lower world

;
to this obscure,.

And wild ? How shall we breathe in other air

Less pure, accustomed to immortal fruits?

Whom thus the angelt interrupted mild :

Lament not. Eve I but patiently resign
What justly thou hast lost : nor set thy heart-,

Thus over fond, on that which is~not thine.

Thy going is not lonely; with thee goes-

Thy husband; him to fallow thou art bound :

Where he abides, think- there thy native soil,.

Adam, by this from the cold.sudden damp
Recovering, and his scatter'd spirits returned

;.

To Michael thus his humble words address'd :.

Celestial! whether among the thrones, or nam'd
Of them the highest ;

for such of shape may seem
Prince above princes! gently hast thou told

Thy message, which might else in telling wound,
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And,, in performing, end us: what besides 300

Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair,
Our frailty can sustain, thy tidings bring,

Departure from this happy place (our sweet

Recess, and only consolation left

.Familiar to our eye;, ! ) all places else 305

Inhospitable appear, and desolate;

Ivor knowing us, nor known. And if by pray'r

Incessant, I could hope to change the will

Of him who all things can, I would not cease

To wearv him with HIV assiduous cries. -810

But, pray'r against his absolute decree

Ko more avails, tliun breath against the wind,
Blown stifling back on him that breaths it forth :

Therefore to his great bidding I submit!

This most afflicts me, that departing hence, 315

As from his face I shall be hid, depriv'd
His blessed count'rianee I Here L could frequent
With worship, place by place, where he vouchsafed

Presence divine : and to my sons relate
;

" On this mount he appear'd : under this tree 320
" Stood visible; among these pines

kis voice
a I heard ; here with him at this fountain talk'd."

So many grateful altars 1 would rear

Of grassy turf; and pile up every stone

Of lustre, frain the brook;, in, memory, 3i25

Or monument to- ages : and thereon

Offer sweet-smelling gums, and fruits, and fiow'rs..

In yonder nether world where shall i seek

His bright appearances, or foot-step trace?

For though 1 fled him angry, yet recall'd 330
To life prolong'd, and promis'd race, I now

Gladly behold, though but his utmost skirts

310. Luke, xviii. ;>. Lr^t thy ftr? shall I be hid.

}>y her, continual coming she I's. iv. 6. O Jehovah}
weary me. Jilt thou up tlie

lij^lit
of thj

31o. Ceq. i^'.'l^. Tront countenance upon us.
'
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Of glory ; arid far off his steps adore.

To "vhom thus Michael with regard benign :

Adam ! thou know'st heav'n his, and all the earth ;

Not this rock only, his omnipresence fills 336

Land, sea, and air, and every kind that lives,

Fomented hy his virtual pow'r, and warm'd.
All th' earth he gave thee to possess, and rule

;

No despicable gift ! surmise not then 340
His presence to these narrow bounds confin'd

Of Paradise, or Eden: this had been

Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence had spread
All generations : and had hither come,
From all the ends of th' earth to celebrate 345
And reverence thee, their great progenitor.

But, this pre-eminence thou hast lost; brought down
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons.

Yet, doubt not but in valley, and in plain,
God is, as here; and will be found alike 35O
Present; and of his presence many a sign
Still following thee, still compassing thre round
With goodness, and paternal love, his face

Express, and of his steps the track divine, 354
Which that thou may'st believe, and be confirrn'd

E'er thou from hence depart : know, I am sent

To shew thee what shall come in future days
To thee, find to thy offspring: good with bad

Expect to hear
; supernal grace contending

With sinfulness ofmen
*, thereby to learn 360

333. Exod. xxxiii. 22, 23. of the hills, but lie. is not God of

\Vbile my glory pa>seth by, I the ralleys.
will put thee in a clii't of* the 353. Ex. xxxiii. 19. I will

rock and thou shall see my make all my goodness pass be-

back parts, bat my face shall not fure thee.

be seen. Jer. xxxi. 9. I ani a

337. Acts, xvii. 1J8. la him father to Israel,

we live, and move, and have our 359. Gen. vi. 3. My spirit

being. shall nol always strive with

350. 1 Kings, xx. 28. The man.

Syrians have said, Jehovah is God
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True patience; and to temper joy with fear,

And pious sorrow; equally inur'd

By moderation either state to bear,

Prosperous, or adverse: so shalt thou lead

Safest thy life, and best prepared indure 365

Thy mortal passage when it comes. Ascend
This hill; let Eve (for I have drench'd her eyes) ^

Here sleep below; while thou to foresight wak'st;
As once thou slepl'st, whilst she to life was form'd.

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd : 370

Ascend, I follow thee, safe guide ! the path
Thou lead'st me; and to the hand ofheav'n submit,
However chast'ning ! to the evil, turn

My obvious breast; arming to overcome

By suffering, and earn rest from labour won ; 375
If so I may attain ! So both ascend,
In the visions of God. It was a hill,

Of paradise the highest; from whose top
The hemisphere of earth, in clearest ken, 37!)'

Stretch'd out to th* amplest reach of prospect lay.
Not high'r that hill, or wider looking round,
Whereon (for different cause) the tempter set

Our second Adam, in the wilderness
;

To shew him all earth's kingdoms^ and their glory.
His eye might there command wherever stood

City, of old or modern fame ; the seat 386
Of mightiest empire: from the destin'd walls

Of Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can ;

And Samarc and by Oxus, Temir's throne;.
To Pekin, of Suicean kings : and thence 39O
To Agra, and Lahor, of great Mogul;

361. Ps. ii. 11. Serve Jeho- to Jerusalem,
vah with fear, and rejoice with 383, 1. Cor. xv. 45. 47. Thfi

uembling. last Adam The second man is

363. Phil. iv. 5. Let your the Lord from heaven,
moderation be known to all 384. Matt. iv. 8. All the
men. kingdoms of the world, and the

377. Ezek. viii. 3. The spirit glorjofthem.
brought me in the visions of (jod.
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Down to the golden Chersonese: or where
The Persian in Ecbatan sat ; or since

In Hispahan: or, where the Russian Czar
In Moscow ;

or the Sultan in Bizance, 395
Turchestan-born : nor could his ey.e not ken
Th' empire of Negus, to his utmost port
Ercoco; and the less maritime kings,
Mmbaza, and Quiloa, and Melind,
And Sofala (thought Ophir) to the realm 40
Of Congo, and Angola, farthest south :

Or 'thence, from Niger flood to Atlas mount,
The kingdoms of Almansor, Fez, and Sus,
Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremisen :

Or Europe thence, and where Rome was to sway
The world : in spirit perhaps he also saw 406
Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezume,
And Cusco in Peru, the richer seat

Of Atabalipa: and yet nnspoil'd
Guiana ;

whose great city Geryon's sons 4U>
Call 1 Dorado. But, to nobler sights,
Michael from Adam's eyes the film rernov'd,
Which that false fruit that promised clearer sight
Had bred ; then purg'd with euphrasy, and rue,,

The visual nerve j
for he had. much to see; 415

And from the well of life three drops instill'd..

So deep th' pow'r of these ingredients pierc'd
(Ev'n to the inmost seat of mental sight)
That Adam, now inforc'd to close his eyes
Sunk do-w.n, and all his spirits became entrans'd :

Hut him the gentle Angel by the hand 421
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recallM ;

Adam! now ope thine eyes; and first behold
Th*. effects, which thy original crime hath wrought
In some to spring from thce

;'
who never touch'd 4<2.'3

'Fh' excepted tree; nor with the snake conspir'd ;

Nor sin'd thy sin
; yet from that sin deiive

416. Ps. xxxvi. o. With 4'27. Kxod. xxxii, 30, Ye
thee is the fouiitain of life. have sinned a great sin.
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Corruption, to bring forth more violent deeds.

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field,

Part arable, and tilth ; whereon were sheaves 430

New reap'd : the other part, sheep-walks and folds :

In th' midst, an altar, as the laud-mark, stood ;

Rustic, of grassy sod : thither anon
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 434

First fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sheaf;

UnculPd, as came to hand : a shepherd next,

More meek, came with the firstlings of his flock,

Choicest, and best : then sacrificing, laid

The inwards, and their fat, with incense strew'd,

'On the cleft wood, and all due rites performed : 440
His ofPring soon propitious fire from heav'n

Consum'd, with nimble glance, and grateful steam:

The other's not, for his was not sincere.

Whereat he inly rag'd, and as they talk'd,

Smote him into the midriff with a stone, 445
That beat out life: he fell; and, deadly pale,
Groan'd out his soul, with gushing blood effus'd!

Much at the sight was Adam in his heart

Dismay'd, and thus in haste to th' Angel cry'd:

O Teacher ! some great mischief hath befali'n 450
.To that meek man, who well had sacrifice! :

Is piety thus, and pure devotion paid ?

T* whom Michael thus (he also inov'd) reply'd :

These two arc brethren, Adam, and to come
Out of thy loins : th' unjust the just hath slain 455
For envy, that his brother's offering found

429 443. Gen. iv. 2, 3, 4, 5. Abel, and to his offering. But
Abel was a keeper of sheep, unto Cain, and to his offering,
but Cain was a tiller of the he had not respect. And Cam
ground. And HI process of time was rery wroth.

Cain brought of the fruit of 4-14. Gen. iv. 8. And Cain
the ground, an offering uoto talked with Abel his brother:
Jehovah. And Abel he also and it came to pas?, when they
brought of the firstlings of his -were in the field, that Cain rose

flock, nrfd of the fat thereof, up against Abel his brother, and
And Jehovah had respect unto slew him.
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From beav'n acceptance : but,, the bloody fact

Willbeaveng'd; and th' other's faith, approv'd,
Lose no reward

; though here thoii see him die,

Rolling in thist, and gore. To which our sire :' 460
Alas,, both for the deed, and for the cjmsc !

But, have I now seen Death ? is this the way
I must return to native dust ? O sight
Of terror, foul, and ugly to behold,
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel! 465
To whom thus Michael : Death thou hast seen

In his first shape on man : but many shapes
Of death, and many are the ways -that lead

To his grim cave : all dismal ! yet to sense

More terrible at th' entrance, than within. 470
Some (as thon saw'st) by violent stroke shall die

;

By fire, flood,, famine : by intemperan-ce more,
In meats, and drink?, which on the earth shall bring
Diseases dire : of which a monstrous crew
Before thee shall appear; that thou may 'st know
What misery th

5

inabstinence of Eve 47
Shall bring on men. immediately a -place
Before his eyes appeard, sad, noisome, dark,
A lazar-house it seein'd ;

wherein were laid

Numbers of all diseased : all maladies 480
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms
Of "heart-sick agony, all fev'rous kinds,

Convulsions,, epilepsies,, fierce catarrhs,
Intestine stone,, and ulcer, cholic pangs,
I)e moniac phrenzy, moping melancholy, 4S
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy,
'Marasmus., and wide-wasting pestilence,,

Dropsies and asthma's, and joint-racking rheums.
Dire was the tossing 1 deep the groans ! Despair
Tended the sick, busiest from couch to couch : 490

-158. Heb. Tii. 4. By faith that he was righteous, God te'sti-

Ahcl oil'ercd unto God a more tying of his gifts, iimlby it he

excellent sacrifice tW.u Cain, being dead jet s,peaketh.

!>y which he obtained
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And over them triumphant Death his dart

Shook; hut delayM to strike, though oft invok'd

With vows, as their chief good, and final hope.

Sight so deform what heart of rock could long

Dry-ey'd behold ? Adam could not, but wept, 495

Though not of woman born ; compassion queli'd
His best of man, and gave him up to tears

A space; 'till firmer thoughts restraint excess,
And scarce recovering words his plaint renewM :

O miserable mankind ! to what fall 500

Degraded, to what wretched state reserv'd !

Better end here unborn ! why is life giv'n,
To he thus wrested from us ? rather, why
Obtruded on us thus ? who, if we knew
What we receive, would either not accept 503
Life offerd

; or, soon beg to lay it down ;

Glad to be so dismiss'd in peace. Can thus

Tli' image of God in man, (created once
So goodly, and erect, though faulty since !)

To such unsightly sufferings
be debas'd, 50

Under inhuman pains? Why should not ni^n,

Retaining still divine similitude

In part, from such deformities be free,

And, for his Maker's image sake, exempt?
Their Maker's image, answered Michael, then'

orsook them, when themselves they vilify'd 5For
To serve ungovern'd appetite : and took
His image whom they serv'd, a brutish vice,
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve.
Therefore so abject in their punishment, 520

Disfiguring
not God's likeness, but their own:

Or, if his likeness, by themselves defac'd :

While they pervert pure nature's healthful rules
To loathsome sickness : worthily since they
God's image did not reverence in themselves. 525

n25. ROIH. i. '21. 24. Wen gave them up to dishonour

they kne-.v God, they glonfiod their own bodies.
wherefore God wherefore God
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I yield it just, said Adam, and submit!

But, is there yet no other wav, besides

These painful passages, how we may come
To death, and mix with our connatural dust ?

There is, said Michael, if thou well observe .530

The rule of not too much ; by temp'rance taught,
In what thou eat'st and drink'st ; seeking from theiioe

Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight;
Till many years over thy head return :

So may'st thoulive, till, like ripe fruit, thou drop 535
Into thy mother's lap ; or, be with ease

Gather'd, not harshly pluck'd: for death mature*
This is old age ; but then thou must outlive

Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty; which will

To wither'djWeak, an-d grey; thy senses then [change
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego, 544
To what thou hast; and, for the air of youth.,

(Hopeful and cheerful) in thy blood will reign
A melancholy damp of cold, and dry,
To weigh thy spirits down : and last consume 545

The balm of life. To whom our ancestor :

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolbng
Life much ! bent rather, how I may be quit,

Pairest, and easiest of thi-s cnmb'rom: charge ;

Which I must keep till my appointed day 550
Of rendering up, uiul patiently attend.

My dissolution ! Michael reply'd :

Nor love thy life, -nor hate; but what thou liv'st,

Live well; how long, or short, permit to heaven :

And now prepare thee for another sight.

ilelook'd, and saw a spacious plain, whereon

540, 541.Kcol. xii. 1. Iterar.m- 551. Hum. xiv. 7, 8. None
ber now thy Creator in the d;i>s of us live-th, to himself, and
of thvjouth, while the'evil da^ J no man dieth to himitelt'. l-'or

rorne not, nor the years draw whether we live, \\e live unto

nigh, when thou shah say, f have the Lord : autl M ln'th*. r v,e <ire-,

no pleasure in then*. - we die unto the Lord : Whether

550..lob, xiv. 14. Ail the davs \ve live tiiereforc or die, we are

of my appointed time will I wait, the Lord's

till Hiy change cuuie.
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Were tents of various hue: by some, were herds

Of cattle grazing : others, whence the sound
Of instruments, that made melodious chime,
Was heard, of harp, and organ ;

and who mov'dsGO
Their stops, and chords, were seen : his volant touch
Instinct through all proportions, low, and high,
Fled, "and pursu'd transverse the resonant fu.

In other part, stood one who at the forge

Lab'ring, two massy clods of iron and brass, 565
Had melted (whether found where casual lire

Had wasted woods, on mountain, or in vale,
Down to the veins of earth

; thence gliding hot
To some cave's mouth

; or,whether wash'd by stream
From under-ground) the liquid ore he draiu'd 57Q
Into fit moulds prepar'd; from which he form'd
Firsthisown tools : then, what might else be wrought
Fusil^or grav'ii in metal. After these,

( Hut on the hither side) a diilercnt sort

From the high neighb'ring hills,which was their seat,
Down to the plain descended : by their guise 57t>
Just men they seem, and all their study bent
To worship God aright, and know his works
Ivot hid ; nor those things hist,which might preserve
Freedom, and peace to men : they on the plain 5^0
Long had not walk'd, when from the tents, behold
A bevy of fair women

; richly gay
In gems, and wanton dress : to th' harp they sung
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on.
The men ; tho' grave, ey'd them, and let their eves
Rove without rein

; till in the amorous net 5fc6
First caught, they lik'd, and each his liking chose :

And now of love they treat, till th' evening star

(Love's harbinger) appear'd ; then all in heat

5;>7 573. Gen. iv. 20, 21, 22. father of all such as handle tli
e

Jabal WHS the lather ol
'

vich as harp aud organ; and Tu buJ-
uwcll in teuts, iiiid ol' such as -C..iu was au instructor oi" tvti y
i:.i*e catile. Aud liis brother'* wrlificer ia brais iuid irya,
uanie ia* Jubal ; U \\a> ihe

Q
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They light the nuptial torch
;
and bid invoke 590

Hymen, then first to marriage rites invok'd :

With feast, and music, all the tents resound.

Such happy interview, and fair event

Qflovc, and youth not lost, songs, garlands,fiowers,
And charming symphonies, attach'd the heart 5P5
Of Adam, soon, inclin'd t' admit delight,

{The bent of nature !) which he thus expressed :

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel blest 1

Much better seems this vision, and more hope
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past : 600
Those we.re.of hate, and death, or pain much worse ;

Here, nature seems fulfill'd in all her ends.

To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is best

By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet;
Created, as thou art, to nobler end, 605

Holy, <nid pure, conformity divine!

Those tents thou saw'st so pleasant, were the tent*

Of wickedness; wherein shall dwell his race

Who slew his brother : studious they appear
Of arts that polish life

;
inventors rare ; 6 10

Unmindful of their maker, though his spirit

Taught them ;
but they his gifts acknowledged none.

Yet, they a beauteous offspring shall beget.

For, that fair female-troop thou saw'st, that seem'd

Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay; 615

Yet, empty of all good, wherein consists.

Woman's domestic honour : and chief praise,
Bred only, and completed, to the taste

Of lustful appetence; to sing, to dance,
To dress, and iroul the tongue, and roll the eye,
To these, that sober race of men (whose lives 6(21

Religious, titled them the sons of God)

606. Horn, viii. 29. He pre- Bezaleel, and hath filled him
dcstinattd t'tein to be conformed with the spirit of God ;

to de-

to the is; age of his sou. vise curious works.

611; L:xud. xxxv. 30, 31, 622. Gen. vi. 2. 4, 5. The
32. See Jehovah hath called ious of God saw the daughter*
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Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame,

Ignobly ! to the trains, and to the smiles

Or' these fair atheists; and now swim in joy, 625

(Erelong to swim at large) and laugh: for which
The world ere long a world of tears must weep!
To which thus Adam, of short joy bereft.

O pity, and shame ! that they, who to live well

Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread

Paths indirect, or in the mid-way faint !

But, still 1 see the tenor of man's woe
Hold on the same, from woman to begin.
* From man's effeminate slackness it begins,

(Snid the Angel) who should better hold his place

By wisdom, and superior gifts receiv'd. 636

But, now prepare thee for another scene.

lie look'd, arid saw wide territory spread
Before him, towns, and rural works between :

Cities of men, with lofty gates, and tow'rs, 64O
Concourse in arms ;

fierce faces threatening wars ;

Giants of mighty bone, arid bold emprise
Part wield their arms; part curb the foaming steed :

Single, or in array of battle rang'd,
Botli horse and foot : nor idly mustering stood ;

645
One way, a band select from forage drives

A herd of beeves, fair oxen, and fair kine,
From a fat meadow-ground ; or, fleecy flock,

Ewes, and their bleating lambs, over the plain,
Their booty : scarce witn lite the shepherds fly ;

6oO
But call in aid ; which makes a bloody fray.
With cruel tournament the squadrons join !

Where cattle pastured late, now, scattered lies

With carcases and arms, th* ensanguin'd field,

of men, that they were fair : and children to them : the same be-

they took them wives of all came mighty men, which were
which they chose. There were of old, men of renown. And
giants in the earth in those days ; God saw that the wickedness of
and also after that, when the men wa great upon the earth,
sons of God came in unto the &c.

daughter) ofweu, and they bare

Q a



340 PARADISE LOST. Book X>f.

Deserted. Others, to a city strong 6*55

Lay siege, enc amp'd ; by batt'ry, scale, and miiie,

Assaulting : others from the wall defend
With dart, and jav'lin, stones, and sulph'rous fire :

On each hand slaughter, and gigantic deeds !

In other part, the scepter'd heralds call 660
To council, in the city gates: anon

Grey-headed men, and grave, with warriors mix-'d,
Assemble: and harrangues are. heard: but soon
In factious opposition : till at last,

Of middle age one rising, eminent 685
In wise deport, spake much of right and wrong,
Of justice, of religion, truth,, and peace,
Anci judgment from above: him old and young
Exploded, and had seiz'd with violent hands;
Had not a cloud descending snatch'd-him thence,
1 nseen arnid the throng : so, violence 674

Proceeded,.and oppression, and sword-law,

Through all .the plain, and refuge none was found.

Adu4Ti .was all in tears, and to his guide
Lamenting tnrn'd full sad :.O! what are these, 675
Death's ministers, not men ! who thus deal death

Inhumanly to,men: and multiply
Ten thousand-fold .the -m of him.vrho slew
His brother : .for of whom such massacre

"Makc'jthey, but of their brethren ; men of men ? 680

But, who Avaslhat just man, whom had not heav'ii

Kcscu'd, had in his righteousness been lost?

-To whom thus Michael. These are the product
Of those- ill-mated marriages thou saw'st

; [selves
\\ here good with bad .were match 'd, who of them-
Abhor to join : and by imprudence mix'd, 666
Produce prodigious births, of body or mind,
Such we ie these giant*, men of high renown !

Tor, in thone days, might only shall be aduui'd,;

Tf'A. Grn. v. 22, 23. And hundred and sixty five-years.
Enoch wall-fed with God. Aiul iiulo, 14. Knoch thr

il the days of i'noch were three seventh from A Uam,, prophesied .

4
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And valour, and heroic virtue, call'd : 6J.Q

To overcome in battle, and subdue

Nations, and bring home spoils, with infinite

Man-slaughter, -shall be held the highest pitclv
Ot' human glory; and for glory done
Of triumph, to be sty I'd great conquerors, 6<J5

Patrons ol'mankind, Gods, and sons or' Gods:

Destroyers rightlier call'd, and plagues of men.
Thus fame shall be atchievVl, renown on earthy
And what most merits fame, in silence hid.

But he.the seventh from thee, whom thou beheld'st

The only righteous in a world perverse, 701
Arid therefore hated, therefore so beset

With foes, for daring single to be just,
And utter odious truth, tiiat God would- come
To judge them with his saints : him the Most High
(Kapt in a balmy, cloud with winged steeds) 7't>fr

Did, as thou saw'st, receive ; to walk with God

High in salvation, and the climes of bliss,

Exempt from death: to shew thee .vvhut reward

Awaits the good; the test what punishment : 7 10

Which now direct thine eyes and soon behold.

He look'd,and saw the face ofthingsquilechang'd:
The brazen throat of war had ceas'd to roar;
All now was turn'd to jollity, and game,
To luxury, and riot, feast, and d:i;uv; '715

^Marrying or prostituting, (us bcfei)

Kape, or adultery, where passing fair

Allur'd them : thence from cups to civil broils.

At jcngth a reverend sire among them, came,

700 705. Jude, 14,15. Enoch, speeches, which ungodly innrs
the s-veatii fn.ui Adu?u prophe- have spoken aguinul him.

sied. Behold the Lord coiueth 70.>. Gen. v.-5j4. 'Aud Enoch
\viiii tea thousands i;f Ins swtnls, waiifta witliG^ci, and li* was
to execute the judgment upoxi all, n.)t : i r u.-d look iutn.

and lo convince all that are nn- 719. Goti. vt, 9. JXoah was a

gO'i y, D: all their u^^Ddly deeds just man, a:>d perfecl HI his gc-
vvlnja (hoy have ungodly com- ncralions, uud Noah vvallctd witli

milted, and of all their hnicl Cjod.

Q a
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And of tbeir doings great dislike declared, 720
And testify 'd against their ways : he oft

Frequented their assemblies, whereso met,

Triumphs, or festivals : and to them preach'
Conversion, and repentance j as to souls

In prison, underjudgments imminent ; 724
But all in vain ! which when he saw, he ceas'd

Contending, and rernov'd his tents far-off.

Then from the mountain hewing timber tall,

Began to build a vessel of huge bulk ; 72<}

Measur'dby cubit,length-, apd breadth, and height*
Smejar'd round with pitch; and in the side a door
Contriv'd

;
and of provisions laid in large,

For man and beast : when lo, a wonder strange \

Of every beast and bird, and insect small 734.

Came sevens, and pairs, and eoter'd in, as taught
.Their order ; last the sire, and his three sons,
With their four wives : and God made fast the door.

Meanwhile the south wind rose* and with black
\Yide hov'ring, all the clouds together drove [wings
From under heav'n : the hills to their supply 74Q

Vapour, and exhalation dusk, and moist,
Sent up amain : and now, the thicken'd sky
Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rush'd the rain

723. 2 Pet. ii. 5. Noah a than make to the ark
;
and the

preacher/ of righteousness. door of the ark shalt thou set in

1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. By which the side thereof; and take thou

also he went and preached to unto thec of all food that is eaten,

the spirits in prison, which some and thou shalt gather it to thee :

time were disobedient, when and it *haU be for food for thee,

once the long-suffering of God and for them.

waited in the days of Noah. ~ Gen. vii. 2. 7. 16. Of
729. 738. Gen. vi. 14., 15, every clean beast thou shalt take

16. 21. Make thee an ark of to thee by sevens, the male and

gopker-wood ;
rooms shalt thou his female : and of beasts that

make in the ark, and shalt pitch are not clean by two, the male

jt within and without with and his female. And Noah went

pitch ; the length shall be three in, and his sons, and his wii'e,

hundred cubits, the breadth of and his sons wives with him,
it fifty cubits, and the height of into the ark. And, the

it thirty cubita. A window shalt abut him uu
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Impetuous : and continued till the earth

No more was seen : the floating vessel swum 745

Uplifted ;
and secure with beaked prow

Rode tilting on the waves : all" dwellings else

Flood o'erwhelmVl, and them with all their pomp
Deep under water roll'd ; sea covered sea ;

Sea without shore ! and in their palaces 750
Where luxury latereign'd, sea-monsters whelp'd,
And stabled: of mankind (so numerous late)

All left, in one small bottom swam ombark'd.

How didst thou grieve .tfteh, Adam ! to behold

The end of all thy offspring, end so sad, 755

Depopulation ! thee another flood,

Of tears and sorrow a flood, thee also drown'd ;

And sunk thee as thy sons : till gently rear'd

By th' Angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at last,

Tho' comfortless, as when a father mourns 76&
His children, all in view destroyed at once,
And scarce to th' Angel utter cist thus thy plaint,
O vrsiona ill foreseen ! better had L

Liv'd ignorant of future! so had borne

My part of evil only, each day's lot* 7fc

Enough to bear; those now, that were dispcns'd
The burden of many ages, on me light
At once, by my foreknowledge ; gaining birth

Abortive, to torment me ere their being,
With thought that they must be. Let no man seek
Henceforth to be foretold, what shall befall 771
Him or his children : evil he may be sure :

Which neither his foreknowing can prevent ;

And he the future evil shall no less

In apprehension, than in the substance, feel
; 775

746. Gen. vii. 17. The waters ground: both man and beast',

increased, and bore up the ark, Noah only lemained alive, and
and it was lilt up above the they that -were with him in the
arth. ark.

753. Gen. vii. 23. Every 765. Matt. vi. 34. Sufficient

living substance was destroyed unto the day ir the evil thereof*
which was upoa the face of the

Q 4
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Grevious to bear! but, that care now is past,
Man is not whom to warn: those few escap'd
Famine, and anguish, will at last consume

VVand'ring that wat'ry desert. I had hope,
When violence was ceas'd, and war on earth, 7 BO
All would have then gone well ; poace would have

crown'd
With length of happjt days the race of man.
But I was far deceiv'd ! for now I see

Peace to corrupt no less, than xvar to waste.

How comes it thus? Unfold, celestial guide ! 786
And whether here the race of man will end.
To whom thus Michael. Those whom last tiiou

In triumph, and luxurious wealth, are they [saw'st
First seen in acts of prowess eminent

;

And great exploits : but, of true virtue void : 790
Who having spill'd much blood, and done much

Subduing nations : and atchiev'd thereby [waste,
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey ;

Shall change their" course to pleasure,ease,and sloth,

Surfeit, and lust; till "wantonness, and pride, 795
.Raise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace.
TrVe conquered also, and enslav'd by war,

Shall, wl'th their freedom lost, all virtue lose,

And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd ;

In sharp, contest of battle found no aid 80O

Against invaders ; therefore cool'd in zeal,

Thenceforth shall practice how to live secure,

Worldly, or dissolute ; on what their lords

Shall leave them to enjoy : (for the earth shall bear

More than enough, that temp'rance may be try'd :

So, all shall turn degenerate, all deprav'd ; 8()G

Justice and temperance, truth and faith forgot 1

One man except, the only son of light

806 809^ Gen. vi. 12, 13. is come before me ;
for the earth

All flesh had corrupted his way is filled with violence through

upon the earth. And God ssiid them : and behold, I will destroy
*uto Noah, the end of alj flesh them with the earth.
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In a dark age, against example good,-

Against aUu/ement, eu.stoai, and a world &1O
Oiiended fearless of reproach and scorn,

Or violence, lie of their wicked ways
Shall them admom >h

;
and berbre^them set

The paths of' righteousness, how much more safe,:

And full 01 peace; denouncing wrath to come 81^
On their

impenitence ;
and shaft return

O; them derided: but, of God observ'd,

The one just man alive; by h:s command
Shall bu'i sd a wond'rous ark, (as thou beheld'st)
To save himself, and household, from amidst 8'2Q

A world devote to universal wreck.

ISo sooner he, vvit'i tlie'ih of man, and beast,,

Select for life, shall in the ark be lodg'd,
And sheltered round ;

but all the cataracts

Ot neav'n set open, on the earth shall pour 825*

lla ; n, day and night ;
all iountnins of the deep

BroKe up, shall heave the ocean to usurp
Beyond all bounds; till inundation rise

Above the highest hills. Then, shall this mount*
Of paradise, by might of waves, be. aiov'd 830
O'.H of his place, pusii'd By the Horned dood;
W:th aliii is verdure spoil'd, and trees adrift

Down the great river, to the opening gulph,
And there take root; an island salt, and bare,.

The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-rm&ws'clang ;

To teach thee that God attributes to place S3G-
No sanctity, if none be thither: brought
By men who there frequent, or therein dwell.

And now, what further shall ensue, behold':

He look'd, and saw. the ark hull on the floocLSiO
.Which now abated : for the clouds were fled,

811. Matt. x. v.'3. Fear not and the \viaduws of bearer*
thcmliidi kill the body,, bat v.cre oprnod.
are not jihlcto kiL the soul. 841. Gvu \;ii. 1. God LUJ

(Jen. v;i. u. The same a wind to ]>a->> o\cril! car'.ii,

day w- re ;,li t^ie i'ouiihiiiis <.<f iud the v, . : ':U,.

tiiii great deep broken u,
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Driv'n by a' keen north-wind, that blowing dry,
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay 'd

And the clear sun on his wide wat'ry glass
Gaz'd hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew, 845
As after thirst

;
which made their flowing shrink

From standing lake to tripping ebb
;
that stole

With soft foot tow'rds thedeep,who now had stopp'd
His sluices, as the heav'n his windows shut.

The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground,
Fasten the top of some high mountain fix'd. 851
And now the tops of hills, as rocks, appear :

With clamour tnence the rapid currents drive,
Tow'rds the retreating sea, their furious tide.

Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, 855
And after him (the surer messenger)
A dove, sent forth once and again to spy
Green tree, or ground, whereon his foot may light :

The second time returning, in his bill

An olive-leaf he brings, pacific sign !

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark

The ancient sire descends, with all his train :

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout.
Grateful to heav'n, over his head beholds
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 865

Conspicuous, with three listed colours gay,
Betok'ning peace from God, and covenant new :

Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad,

848.Gen.viii. 2. The fountains in her mouth was an olive leaf

also of the deep, and the win- plucked off.

dows of heaven were stopped. 862. Gen. viii. 18, 19, 20.

855. Gen. viii. 6, 7. Noah And Noah went forth, and his

opened the window of the ark, sons, and his wife, and his sons

and sent forth a raven, which wives with him : every beast,

went forth to and fro, until the every creeping thing, and every
waters were dried up frgm off fowl, and whatsoever creepeth
the earth. upon the earth, after their kinds,

856.860. Gen. viii. 10, 11. went forth out of the ark. And
Again he sent forth the dove out Noah builded an altar to Jehfl-

of the ark. And the dove came vah.

io to him in the evening, and lo,



Book XI. PARADISE LOST. 347

Greatly rejoic'd ;
and thus his joy broke forth :

O thou, who future things canst represent 870-

As present, heav'nly instructor ! I revive

At this last sight ;
assur'd that man shall live,

With all the creatures, and their seed preserve.
Far less I now lament for one whole world

Of wicked sons destroy'd, than I rejoice 875
For one man found so perfect, and so just,
That God vouchsafes to raise another world

From him, and all his anger to forget.
Biit say, what mean those colour'd streaks in heav'nv

Distended, as the brow ofGod appeas'd ? B8Q 1

Or serve they as a flaw'ry verge, to bind

The fluid skirts of that same wat'ry cloud,
Lest it again dissolve, and show'r the earth ?

To whom th' Arch-angel. Dexterously thou aim'st :

So willingly doth God remit his ire, $85<

Though late repenting him of man deprav'd ;

Griev'dathis heart, when looking down he saw
The whole earth fill'd with violence

;. and all flesh

Corrupting each their way : yet those remov'd,
Such

grace
shall onejust man find in his

sight,, SQQ
That he relents, not to blot out mankind

;

And makes a covenant never to destroy
The earth again by flood; nor let the sea

Surpass his bounds; nor rain to drown the world;
With man therein, or beast; but, when he briogs895-

836. Gen. vi. 6. And it repent- nant with you, neither shall all

ed the Lord that he had made flesh be cut off any more by the.

mau on the earth, audit grieved waters of a flood, ueither*shall

him at his heart. there any more be a flood to

888. Gen. vi. 11. The earth destroy the earth. And it shall

^also
was corrupt before God, come to pass, when I bring a

'and the earth was filled with cloud over the earth, that the
violence. buw shall be seen in the cloud :

890. Gen. vi. 8, But Noah and I will look upon it that I

found grace in the eyes of the may remember the everlasting-
Lord, covenant between God and every

892. Gen. ix, 11. 14. 16. living creature* of all flesh thai
Add I will establish my cove- is upon the earth.
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Over the earth a cloud, will therein set -

His triple-colour'd bow, whereon to look,
And call to mind his covenant : day and night,
Seed-time, and harvest, heat, and hoary frost,

Shall hold their course: till fire purge all things new,
Both heav'n and earth, wherein thejust shall dwell.

398. Gen. viii. 22. While
the earth remainetbj seed-time

and harvest, and coli and heat,
and summer and winter, and

day and night shall not cease.

900. 2 Pet. iii. 12, 13. The
heavens being on fire shall he

dissolved, and the elements shall

raelt with fervent heat : never
theless we, according to the

promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein,
dwelleth righteousness.

THE END OF THE ELEVENTH
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THE ARGUMENT.

The Angel Michael continues from the flood to relate trto"

shall succeed ; then, in the mention of Abraham, comes
->y

degrees to explain.: ichothat Seed of the \Vvman thallbe,.

which was promised Adam and fe in the fall ; Jtis

incarnation, death, resurrection, and ascension; the

state of the chur
'

til 1
, his -second coming, Adam greatly

satisfied and recwr^'-rbed />?/ tese relations a<nd promises,

descend* the hill with Mich?'??* wakens ETC, -who all

this while had slept, .but with gentle dreams composed to

quietnr*s of wind and fa^'n-ssion. Michael in either

hand leads them out of -par'-- AV, the fieri; sword Ka?ing

beh; iid them, and the -Cherubim taking their stations fa,

guard



PABAB13E LOST.

BOOK XII.

jnLS one who in bis journey bates at noon,
Tim' bent on speed: so, here th' Arch-angel paus'd*
Betwixt the world destroy 'd, and world res^pr'd,,

If Adam ought perhaps might interpose:
Then, with transition sweet, new speech resumes. 5,

Thus thou hast seen one world begin, and end ;

And man, as from a second stock, proceed.
Much thou hast yet to see; but, ! perceive
Thy mortal sight to tail : objects divine

Must needs impair, and weary human sense. 10;

Henceforth what is to come I will relate :

Thou therefore give due audience, and attend!

This second source of men, while yet but few,
And while the dread of judgment past remains
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 15

With some regard to what is just, and right,
Shall lead their lives, and muUiply apace;
Lab'ring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop.
Corn, wine, and oil: and from the herd, or flock,
Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 20
With large wine-offerings pour'd, and sacred feast^.

Shall spend their clays in joy uublam'd; and dwell

Long time in peace, by families, and tribes,

Under paternal rule: till one shall rise

Of pruud ambitious.heart ; who not content 25;

With fair equality, fraternal state
j)^
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Will arrogate dominion undeserv'd,
Over his brethren, and quite dispossess

Concord, and law of nature from .the earth ;

Hunting (and men, not beasts, shall be his game) 30
With war, and hostile snare, such as refuse

Subjection to his empire tyrannous.
A mighty hunter thence he shall be styl'd
Before the Lord; as in despite of heav'n, ^
Or from heav'n, claiming second 'sovVeignty: 36
And from rebellion shall derive his name,
Though of rebellion others he accuse.

He with a crew, (whom like ambition joins
With him, or under him to tyrannize,)

Marching from Eden tow'rds the west, shall find

The plain, wherein a. black bituminous gurge 41
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of hell.

Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast to build

A city an.d tow'r, whose top may reach to.heav'n

And get themselves a name : lest far dispers'd 4&
In foreign lands, their memory be lost;

Regardless whether good or evil fame !

But, God (who oft descends to visit men
Unseen, and through their habitations walks

33. Gen. x. 8, 9> 10. And to heaven, and let ni make us-

Cush begat Niiurod: he began a name, less we be scattered

to be a mighty one in the earth, abroad upon the ace of the

He was a mighty hunter before whole earth. And Jehovah came
the Lord. And the beginning of down, to see the city and the

his kingdom was Babel, &c. and tower which the children of mea
Calneh in the land of Shinar. builded. And Jehovah said,

40 b"2. Gen. xi. 2, 3, 4, 5, Let us confound their language,
7t 8,9. As they journeyed from that they may not understand
ihc east,, they found a plain in one another's speech. So Jeho-
the land of Shinar ; and they v#h scattered them abroad from
said one to another, Go to, let us thence upon the face of all the

make brick, and burn them earth; and they left off to build

thoroughly. And they 5
had brick the city. Therefore is the name

for stone, and slime had they of it called Babel, because Jeho-
for mortar. And they said, Go vah did there confound the

to, let us build us a city and a language of all the earth,

Uwer, whostf top may reach un-
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To mark their doings) them beholding soon, 5O
('nines down to see their city, ere the tower

Obstruct heav'n-tow'rs
;
and in derision sets

Upon their tongues a various spirit, to rase

Quite out their native language;
and instead,

To sow a jangling noise of words unknown. 55

Forthwith a hideous gabble rises loud,

Among the builders: each toother calls

JSlot understood ;
till hoarse, and all in rage,

As mock'd they storm : great laughter was in heav'n,.

And looking down, to see the hubbub strange, 6(X

And hear the din: thus wus the building left

Ridiculous; and the work Confusion nam'd.

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly displeas'd.
O execrable son ! so to aspire
Above his brethren ;

to himself assuming 65-

Authority usurp'd, from God not given;
He gave us only over beast, fish, fowl

Dominion absolute; that right we hold'

By his donation : but man over men
He made not lord : such title to himself 7&
Reserving, human left from human free.

But, this usurper his encroachment proud
Stays not on man : to God his tow'r intends

Siege, and defiance. Wretched man ! what food

Will he convey up thither, to sustain 7>
Himself, and his rash army; where thin air

Above the clouds will pine his. entrails gross ;

And famish him of breath, if not of bread ?

To whom thus Michael. Justly thou abhorr'st

That son, who on the quiet state of men SO-
Such trouble brought, affecting to subdue
/Rational liberty: yet know withal,

67, Gen. i, 26. Aud God of the air, and over the Battle,

said, Let us make man iu our 70. Tim. vi. 15. The blcs

image, after our likeness, and sed and only potentate
let them have dominion over the Jude, 4. Theunlv kc>r<4
U ot the se,a, and ovjerlhe fowl God.
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Since, by original lapse,, true liberty
Js lost, (which always with right reason dwells

Twin'd, and from her, hath no dividual being) 85

Reason in man obscur'd, or not obcy'd,

Immediately inordinate desires,

And upstart passions,. catch the government
.From reason

;.
and to servitude reduce

Man, till then frcu. Therefore; since he permits 9&
Within himself unworthy povv'rs to reign
Over free reason

; God, in judgment just,

Subjects.it from without to violent lords-:

Who oft as undeservedly enthrall

His outward: freedom. Tyranny must be; 9&

Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse.

Yet, sometimes nations will decline so low
from virtue (which is reason) that.no wrong,
But justice, and some Fatal curse annex'd,

Deprives them of their outward liberty; 100.

Their inward lost: Witness th' irreverent son

Of him who built the ark ; who, for the shame
Uo.'jf to l.is rather, j.cual tins-heavy curse,
" Servant oJ s. i v; ;- ; ," on his vicious nice.

Thus will, the latter, as the former, world 105
Stiil tend from bad to vorse; till God at last,

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw

ilia presence from among them, and avert

His holy eves; resolving from theiicdorui

To leave them to their o\\ n polluted ways : 110

And oi-.e peculiar, nation to select

From all the rest, of whom to he invok'd;
A nation from one faithful Hum to spring:

8:?. John, viii. 34. Whoso- liberty,
ever couiniittctJi sin b the siave JD04. Gen ix. 25. Cursed fta-

of sin. Canaan; a servant of servant*

John, viii. '26. JftheSon shaii he he. unto his bveliu^

made you free, ye shall be free .110" uU-t*; xu . ;<> luiaues

fudeed. past he suiTert-1 ali nations to

, y Cor. iii. 17. Where walk iji their own ways.
the Spirit of the Lord is, thee is
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Him, on this side Euphrates yet residing,
Bred up in idol-worship. O that men 115

(Canst thou believe?) should be so stupid grown,
While yet the patriarch liv'd, who'scap'd the Hood,
As to forsake the living God, and fall

To worship their own work in wood, and stone,
For'God* ! Yet, him God the Most High vouchsafes

To eail by vision, from his father's house, 121

His kindred, and false Gods ;
into a land

Which he will shew him : and from him will raise

A mighty nation, and upon him show'r

His benediction so, that in his seed 125
All nations shall be blest; he straight obeys ;

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes.

J see him, (but thou canst not) with what faith

He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native soil

Ur of Chaldea, passing now the ford 130
To Ilaran : after him a cumb'rous train

Of herds, and flocks, and numerous servitude;
Not wand'ring poor, but trusting all his wealth
With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown:

115. Joshua, xxiv. 2. Your out, not knowing whither he
fathers dwelt on the other side went.
of the- flood in old time, even 130. Gen. xi. 31. And they
Tcrah the father ut' Abraham, and went forth from Ur of the
the father of Xahor, and they C'haldees, to go into the land of
served other gads. Canaan: and they came unto

120. Gen. xii. 1, 2, 3. Now Haran, and dwelt there.

JehovJi had said unto Abraham, 133 138. Gen. xii. 5, <5,7.And
CJet these ou-t of thy country, and Abruni took. Saiai his wife, and
from thy kindred, and from thy Lot his brother's son, and all

father's house, unto a land that Jheir suhslam e that they had
I will shew thee. And I will gathered, and the souls that they
make of thee a great nation, and had ;.>oH'..

j n in Harau : and they
I will bless thee ; and in thee \\eiil io;-th to go into the land of
shall all families of the earth be Canaan, ami into the land of

, blessed. Canaan they came. And Abram
l'!o'. Hcb. xi. 8. By faith ]ia>sed li.iounh the land unto the

Abraham, 'vhen he was caMed j-iace </f Sir'ieui/untolhe plain of
to go out into a place which he Mi.rch. Aad JehovuU upoehred
should alter receive for an in- unto Ahraiii, and said,' Unto
herUance, obeyed; and he \\cnt tli\ seed will I give lljis land.
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Canaan he now attains; I see his tents 13S
Pitch'd about Sichem, and the neighb'ring plain
Of Moreh. There by promise he receives

Gift to liis progeny or all that land
;

From Hamath northward, to the desert south ;

(Things by their names I cull, though yetunnam'd)
From Herinon east, to the great western sea; 141

Mount Hermon ! yonder sea ! (each place behold
In prospect, as I point them) on the shore

Mount Carrnel ; here, the double-founted stream

-Jordan/ true limit eastward; but, his sons 14#
Shall dwell to Seir, that long ridge of hills !

This ponder, that all nations of the earth

Shall in his seed be blessed : by that seed

Is meant thy great deliverer, who shall bruise

The serpent's head; whereof to thee anon 150
PI ainlier shall be reveal'd. This patriarch blest,

(Whcto faithful Abraham due time shall call)

A son, and of his son, a grand-child leaves,
Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown.
^The grand-child with twelve sons increas'd, departs
From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 150

Egypt, divided by the river Nile :

-See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths
Into the sea! to sojourn in that land

He comes, invited by a younger son 160
In time of dearth : a son, whose worthy deeds
Raise him to be the second in that realm
Of Pharaoh: there he dies, and leaves his race

Growing into a nation
;
and now grown,

Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks I6o
To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests
Too numerous: whence of guests he makes them

Inhospitably : and kills their infant males : [slave*

152. Gen. xvii. 5. Neither nations have I made thee.

-hall thy name any more be called 155 190. See the 41st and
Abrani: but thy name shall be 45th chapters of Genesis, and the
^Abraham

; for a father of many first twelve chapters of Exodus,

4
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Till by two brethren (those two brethren call

Moses, and Aaron) sent from God to claim 170
His people from enthralment, they return

With glory, and spoil, back to their promis'd land.

But first, the lawless tyrant, (who denies

To know their God, or message to regard)
Must be compell'd by signs, and judgments dire:

To blood unshed, their rivers must be turn'd; 1?G

Frogs, lice, and flies, must all his palace fill

With loath 'd intrusion, and fill all the land;
His cattle must of rot, and murrain, die;

Botches, and blains, must all his flesh emboss, 180
And all his people ;

thunder mix'd with hail,
Hail mix'd with fire, must rend th' Egyptian sky,
And wheel on th' earth, devouring where it rolls :

What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain,
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 1S.5

Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green :

Darkness must over shadow all his bounds,

Palpable darkness ! and blot out three days :

Last, with one midnight-stroke, all the first-born

Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with ten wounds
The river-dragon tam'd at length, submits JQ1
To let his sojourners depart ; and oft

Humbles his stubborn heart: but still, as ice

More harden'd after thaw: till in his rage
Pursuing whom he late dismiss'd, the sea
Swallows him with his host; but them lets pass

174. Exod. v. 2. And Pharaoh for myself.
said, Who is Jehovah, that I 195 199. Exod. xir. 28-
should obey his voice to let Israel And the waters returned and
go? I know not Jehovah, neither covered the chariots, and the
Mill I let Israel go. horsemen, and all the host of

191. Ezek. xxix. 3. Thus Pharaoh : there remained not
iaith the Lord God, Behold I am so much as one of them. But
against thce, Pharaoh, king of the children of Israel walked
Egypt, the great dragon that upon dry land in the midst of
lieth in the midst of his rivers, the sea: and the waters wer a
which hath said, My river is wall unto thorn on their right
mine own, and I have made it hand, and on their left.
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(As on dry land) between two crystal walls;
Aw'd by the rod of Moses so to stand

Divided., till his rescu'd gain their shore:

Such wond'rous pow'r God to his saint will lend,

Though present in his Angel ! who shall go 201

Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire :

By day ft cloud, by night a pillar of fire-;

To guide them in their journey, and remove
Behind them, while th' obdurate king pursues. 20J
All night he will pursue; but, his approach
Darkness defends between, till morning watch;
Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud,
God looking forth will trouble all his host,

And craze their chariot-wheels : when by command,
JMoses once more his potent rod extends 2 1 1

Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys:
On their embattPd ranks the waves return,

And overwhelm their war ! The race elect,

Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance 215

Through the wild desert; not the readiest way;
Lest ent'ring on the Canaanite alarm'd,
War terrify them inexpert, and fear

Return them back to Egypt, eh using rather

Inglorious life with servitude: (for life, SCO
To noble, and ignoble, is more sweet

tOO 210. Exod. xiv. 19, ?0, through the pillar of fire and of

24, 25. And the a-ngcl oi God, the oloud, unu troubled the hot
which went before the camp of of tiie Egyptians, and took olf

Israel, removed and went behind their chariot-wheels, that they
them : and the pillar of the cloud drave them heavily : so that the

went from before their face, Egyptians said, Lqt u* flee from

and stood behind them. And it the face f Israel, for Jehovah
came between the camp <>f the fi^hteth for them.

Egyptians, and the camp of 216. Exod. xiii. 17. When
Israel

;
and it was a cloud and Pharaoh had let the people jjo,

darkness to them : but it gave God Jed them not through tiie

light by night to these: so that way of the laud of the Philistine*,

the one came not near the other although that was near: lor

11 the night, and in the morn- God s*id, lest perkdvtjuiure the

ing watch Jehovah looked im- people repent when tiny *i-e

*o the hit of the Egyptians, wir, and they return to E^ypt.
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3ffl

Untrain'd in arms, where rashness leads not on.)
This also shall they gain by their delay
In the wide wilderness; there they shall found
Their government, and their great senate ehuse 22,3

Thro' the twelve tribes, to rule by lawsordairi'd.

God from the mount of Sinai, (whose gray top
Shall tremble, he descending,) will himself

In thunder, lightening, and loud trumpet's sound,
Ordain them laws

; part, such as appertain 239
To civil justice; part, religious rites

Of sacrifice; informing them by types,
And shadows, of that destin'd seed to bruise

The serpent, by what means he shall achieve
Mankind's deliverance. But, the voice of God 235
To mortal ear is dreadful ! they beseech
That Moses might report to them his will,

And terror cease : he grants what they besought :

Instructed, that to God is no access

Without a mediator, whose high office now 240
Moses in figure bears; to introduce

227. Exod. xix. Id, 18. Ihou shalt set before them, &c."
There were thunders and light- 232 235. See the book of

niugs, and a thick cloud upon Leviticus.

the mount, and the voice of the '236 '240. Deut. v. 25, 26,

trumpet exceeding loud and i>8, 30, 31. If we hear the voice
mount Siuai was altogether on a of Jehovah our God any more,
emoke,because Jehovah descend- then we shall die, go thou
ed upon it in fire and the whole near, and hear all that Jehovah
mount quaked greatly. our God shall say: and speak

230. Deut. v. 22. These thou unto MS and we will hear
words [the ten commandments] it, and do it and Jehovah said

Jehovah spake unto all your unto me, I have heaid the voic

it^seuib^v ou the mount, out of the of the words of this j^oplo
midst of the fire, of the cloud, they have well said all that they
ajid of the thick darkness, witfc have spoken Go say to them,
a great voice, and he added no Get you into your tents agaia.
more: nd he wrote them OH Hut as for thee, stand thou uere

i two tables of stunt1

,and delivered by me, and I will speak unto
them to inc. tlutc all the commandments, and

231. See the 21st, 5L2d, and the statutes, and the judgments
23d chapters of Exodus, " Now, which thou shalt teach them,
these are the judgments which

R
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One greater, of whose clay lie shall foretel,

And all the prophets in .thcirage, the times

Oi ;

great .Messiah shall sing. Thus, laws and rites

Kstublish'd,, such -delight hath God in men '

243
Obedient to his jvill, that he vouchsafes

Among them to set up his tabernacle;
The holy One with mortal men to dwell.

By his prescript a sanctuary is fram'd

Of cedar, overlaid with gold; therein <250

An ark, and in the ark his testimony,
The records of his covenant; over these

A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings
Of two bright Cherubim; before him burn
Seven lamps, as in a zodiac representing 55
The heav'nly fires, over the tent a cloud
Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night;
Save when they journey, and at length they come,
.Conducted by his Angel, to the land

Promised to Abraham and his seed: The rest 260

242, 244. John v. 46. Had ye because the cloud abode thereon,
Relieved Moses, ye would have and the glory of Jehovah filicd

believed me: for lie wrote of the tabernacle. And when the

me. cloud was taken up 'from over

Acts, iii. 22, 24. Moses the tabernacle, the children of

truly said unto the fathers, A Israel went onward in all their

prophet shall the Lord your God journics. .Bat it the cloud were
raise up unto you of your not taken up, then they journey-
rreiiirei), like unto me

;
him ed not, till the day tiiat it was

shall \e hear in all things what- taken up. For the cloud of Je-

soever he shall say unto yen hovah was upon the tabernacle

Yea, and all the prophets from by day, and fire was on, it by
-Samuel, and those that follow night, in the sight of all the

alter, as many as h;V\e spoken, house cf Israel, throughout all

have likewise forctcld of these their journies.

nay.<: Excel, xiii. 21. And Je-

c-i* 1 256. See the 25th and hovah wont before them by day
40th chapters of Exodus.

,
ina pillarof acloud to lead them

2i>6 2o'0. Exod. xl. 3438. in the way: and by night in a

Then a. cloud covered t!,e tent of pillar of fire, to give them light,

the 'congregation, tuid the glory to go by day and night,
of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 260 263. See the book of

And Moses wss not able to enter Joshua,

into the teat of the congregation,
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Were long to tell; how many battles fought;
How many kings destroy'd ;

and kingdoms won ;

Or, how the sun shall in mid heav'n stand still

A day entire, and night's due course adjourn,
Man's voice commanding,

ff Sun ! in Gibeon stand,
<f And thou moon in the vale of Ajalon, 263
"

Till Israel overcome :" so call the third

From Abraham, son of Isaac; and from him
His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win.

Here Adam interposal. O sent from heav'n, 270

Enlightner of my darkness ! gracious things
Thou hast reveal'd

;
those chiefly,' which concern

Just Abraham, and his seed: now first I find

Mine eyes true op'ning, and my heart much eas'd ;

Erewhile perpiex'd with thoughts what would be

come 275
Of me, and all mankind : but, now I see

Hrs day, in whom all nations shall be blest:

Favour unmerited by me, who sought
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means!
Yet this I apprehend not, why to those 259

Among whom God will deii?n to dwell on earth,
So many, and so various, laws are giv'n :

So many laws argue so many sins

Among them: how can God with such reside?

To whom" thus Michael. Doubt not but that sin

Will reign among them, as of thee begot: 56
And therefore was law -giv'n them, to evince
Their natural pravity, by stirring up

26.1, 267. .Tush. x. 1C. T!;eu 28:3. Rom. iii. 20. By the

Spnlvi: Joshua to Jehovah in I!K: deeds of the law, there shall no
dux when Jehovah delivered un ilcsh be justified in his sight ; for
tlie Atnurites before the children by the law is die-knowledge ot
oi' Israel, and he said in the sight sin.

of Israel; Sun, stand thou still 1288. Rom. vii. 7, 8. I had
uj)ua Gibeon; and thou moon, no' known sin, but by the lavr

in the valley of Ajalon. Bufsin taking occasion by the
c'76. Julia, \-iii. oG.. Your fa- commandment wrought in. me

tlic i- .\.l>iv.'h;un rejoiced to see my all uaaun.er of

day ; aad he saw it, and was glad.

K 2
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Sin against law to fight : that when they see

Law can discover sin, but not remove, 290
(Save by those shadowy expiations weak,
The blood of bulls and goats,) they may conclude
Some blood more precious must be paid for man;
Just for unjust: that, in such righteousness
To them by faith imputed, they may find 295
Justification towards God, and peace
Of conscience; which the law by ceremonies
Cannot appease; nor man the moral part ,

Perform ; and not performing, cannot live.

So, law appears imperfect; and but
giv'n 300

With purpose to resign them in full time,

Up to a better covenant; disciplin'd

290. Gal. iii. 19. Wherefore
then serveth the law? It was
added because of transgressions.

29i>. Heb. x. 4, 5. It is not

possible that the blood of bulls

and of goals should take away
sin. Wherefore, when he cometh
into the world, he saith, Sacri

fice and offering thou wouldest

not, but a body hast thou pre

pared me.
293. Heb. ix. 13, 14. If the

blood of bulls and of goats, and
the ashes of a heifer sprinkling
the unclean, sanctifieth to the

purifying of the. flesh
;
how much

more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal spirit,

Offering himself without spot to

God, purse your conscience from
dead works to serve the living
God?

294. 1 Pet. iii. 18. Christ

kath once suffered for sins, the

just for the unjust.
295. Rom. iv- 22, 23, 24, 25.

It was imputed to him for

righteousness. Now it was not

written for his aake alone, that

it was imputed to ban; but for

us also, to whom it shall be im

puted, if we believe on him that

raised up Jesus our Lord from
the dead, who was delivered for

our offences, and was raised

again for our justification.
296. Rom. v. 1. Therefore

being justified by faith, we have

peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

299. Gal. iii. 10. As many
as are of the works of the law,
are under the curse: for it is

written, Cursed is every one
that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of
the law, to do them.

SCO. Heb. vii. 18, 19. For
there is verily a disannulling of

the commandment going before,
for the weakness and unprofita
bleness thereof; for the law
made nothing perfect, but the

bringing in of a better hope
did.

302. Heb. viii. 6, He is the

mediator of a better covenant,
which was established upon bvt-

ter promises.
Gal. iii. 23, 24, Be for*

; I
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From shadowy types to truth; from flesh to spirit;

From imposition of strict laws, to free

Acceptance of large grace; from servile feat, 305
To filial ; works of law,, to works of faith.

And therefore shall not Moses, (though of God

Highly belov'd) being but tjie minister

Of law, his people into Canaan led;

By Joshua: (whom the Gentiles Jesus call ; 310
His name, and office bearing, who shall quell
The adversary serpent; and bring back
Thro' the world's wilderness long wandered man.
Safe to eternal paradise of rest.)

Meanwhile they in their earthly Canaan plac'd, 3 1 5

Longtime shall dwell, and prosper; but when sins

National interrupt their public peace,

Provoking God to raise them enemies ;

From whom as oft he saves them penitent;
By judges first, then under kings : of whom SW
The second, (both for piety renown'd,
And puissant deeds) a promise shall receive

faith came we were kept under whereby we cry, Abba* Father.
the law, shut up unto the faith Galat. iv. 7. Wherefore
which should afterwards be re- thou art no more a servant., but
veaied. Wherefore the law was a son.

our schoolmaster, to bring us 306. Gal. v. 6. Faith which
unto Christ. worketh by love.

303. Heb. x. 1. For the law 307. Deut. i. 37, 38. Tho
having a shadow of good things also shall not go in thither. Bat
to come, and not the very image Joshua, who standeth before
of the things, can never with thee, he shall go in thither,
those sacrifices make the comers and cause Israel to inherit it.

thereunto perfect. 322 330. 2 Sam. vii. 16,
2 Cor. iii. 8. The minis- And thine house, and thy king-

tratidn of the
spirit.

dom shall be established fur ever
304. John, i, 17. The Jaw before thee, thy throne shall be

was given by Moses, but grace established for ever.
and truth came by Jesus Christ. Pa. Ixxxix. 34, 3.5, 3G.

305. Rom. viii. 15. Ye have My covenant will I not break,
not received the spirit of bondage nor alter the thing that is gone
again to fear; but ye have re- out of my lips. Once have I
<*ived the spirit of adoption, sworn by my holiness that I will

R *
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Irrevocable, that his regal throne
For ever shall endure; the like shall sing
All prophecy, that of the royal stock 325
Of David (so i name this king) shall rise

A Son, the woman's eeed to thec foretold
;

Foretold to Abraham
;

as in whom shall trust

All nations; and to kirlgs foretold,, of kings
The last; for of his reign shall be JY> end. 330
But, first a long succession must ensue ;

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom fanv'd,
The clouded ark of God, till then in tents

Wand'ring, shall in a glorious temple inshrine.

Such follow him, as shall be registered ^35
Part good, part bad

;
of bad the longer scroll :

"Whose foul idolatries, and other faults,

Heap'd to the popular sum, will so incense

God, as to leave them, and expose their land,
Their city, his temple, and his holy ark, S40
With all his sacred things, a scorn and prey
To that proud city, whose high walls thou saw'st

Left in confusion; Babylon thence call'd.

There in captivity he lets them dwell

not lie nnto David. His seed 536 345. 2 Chron. ixxri.

hall endure for ever, and his 15, 16. And the Lord God of

throne as the sun before me. their fathers sent to them by his

r -Matt, xxii.,42. (To the messengers; rising up betimes,

Pharisees) Whose son is Christ? and sending; because he had

They say unto him, the son of compassion on his people, and on
.David. his dwelling-place. But they

Gen. iii. 15. The seed mocked the messengers of God,
f the woman. ' and despised his words, and mis-

'

Gen. xxii. 18. In thy used his prophets, until tho
ecd shall all the nations of the wrath of the Lord arose against
arth be blessed. his people, till there was no re-

'
'

Horn. x7. 12. .In him niedy. Therefore he brought
hall the Gentiles trust. upon them the king of the

'< Luke, i. 32, S3. The Chahlees.

Lord God shall give unto him Jer. kxv. 11. This whole

the throne of his father* David
;

land shall be a desolation, and an?

said he shall reign over the honse astonishment; and these nations

ef Jacob for ever^and ofhis king- shall serve the king of Babyloft
om there shall be no end. seventy years.
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The space of seventy years: then brings them back;
34(>

by
Their lords, whom God dispos'd, the house of God

They first re-edify ;
and for awhile 35C>

In mean, estate live moderate, till grown
In wealth and multitude, factious they grow.
But first, among the priests dissension springs ;

M^:i who attend the altar, and should most

Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings 355

Upon the temple itself: at last they seise

The sceptre, and regard not David's sons :

Then lose it to a stranger, that the true

Anointed king Messiah might be born

Barr'd of his right; yet, at his birth a star, 350
Unseen before in heav'n proclaims him corne

;

And guides the eastern sages, who inquire
His place, to offer incense, myrrh, and gold :

His place of birth a solemn Angel tells

The simple shepherds, keeping watch by night : 365

They gladly thither haste; and, by a choir

Of squadron'd Angels, hear his carol sung.
A virgin is his mother, but his sire

5i6. Hub. iii. 2. In wrath frankincense, andmvrrh.
remember mercy. Luke, ii. 8, 10, 11 14.

Jerem. xxxiii. 20, 21. Shepherds keeping watch over
Thus saith Jehovah, if you can their ilock by night: the angel
break my covenant of the day, said to them, Ft-nr not : unto
and my covenant of the nighti you is born this day in the city
then may also my covenant be of David, a Saviour. And this
broken with David my servant. shall be a sign unto you ; ye shall

3.->0. See the books of Ezra, find the babe wrapped in swad-
and Nehemiah. dling clothes, lying in a manger.
360 370. Matt. ii. 2. Where And suddenly there was with

is he that is born King of the the angel a multitude of the
Jews ? lor we have seen his star heavenly host praising God, and.
in the east, and are conic to wor- saying, Glory to God in the
ship him. highest,and on earth peace,goo<4-

Matt. i-i. 11. They pre- will towards men.
seated unto him gifts : gold, and

R 4
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The pow'r of the Most High ! He shall ascend
The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 37O
With earth's wide bounds, his glory with the heav'ns !

He ceas'd, discerning Adain with such joy
Surcharged, as had, like grief, been dew'd in tears,
Without the vent of words

; which these he breath'd.

O prophet of glad tidings! finisher 375
Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand,
What oftmy steadiest thoughts have searched in vain ;

Why our great expectation should be call'd,

The seed of woman : Virgin Mother, hail !

High in the love of heav'n ! yet from my loins 380
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son
Of God most high ;

so God with man unites.

Needs must the serpent now his capital bruise

Expect with mortal pain : say, where and when 384
Their fight,what stroke shall bruise the victor's heel ?

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight,
As of a duel, or the local wounds
Of head or heel : not therefore joins the Son
Manhood to god-head, with more strength to foil

Thy enemy ;
nor so is overcome 390

Satan, whose fall from heav'n (a deadlier bruise !)

Disabled, not to give thee thy death's wound :

Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall re-cure,
Not by destroying Satan, but his works,
In thee, and in thy seed. Nor can this be, 395
But by fulfilling (that which thou didst want)
Obedience to the law of God, impos'd
On penalty of death, and suffering death ;

The penalty to thy transgression due ;

And due to theirs which out of thine will grow: 400
So only can high justice rest appaid.

379. Luke, i. 28. Hail, thou 394. 1 John, iii. 8. For this

that art highly favoured. purpose the Son of God was

S8ii. Luke, i. 3'2. He shall manifested,that he might destroy
he great, and shall be calk-d the the work* of the dcviL

the Highest.'
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The law of God exact he shall fulfil,

Both by obedience, and by love; though love
Alone fulfil the law: thy punishment
He shall endure,, by coming in the flesh 405*

To a reproachful lite, and cursed death :

Proclaiming life to all who shall believe

in his redemption; and that his obedience

Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; his merit?

To- save them, not their own (tho
1

legal) work?.
For this^he shall live hated, be blasphem'd 4 11

Seiz'd on by force, judg'd, and to death condemned,
A shameful, and accurs'd! nail'd to the cross

By his own nation
; slain, for bringing life.

But, to the cross he nails thy enemies* 4Jf
The law that is against thee, and the sin.<>

Of all mankind, with him there crucify'd,
Never to hurt them more, who rightly trust

In this his satisfaction. So he dies,
But soon revives

;
death over him no pow'r

Shall long usurp: e'er the third- dawning light

402, Matt. iii. 15. Thus it we have done, but according to

becometh us to fulfil all righte- his mercy he saved us-,

ousness. 1 Cor. i 30~ Christ

Philip, ii-. 8. Be became Jesus, of God is- made unto us
obedient unto death, righteousness*

404. Rom. xiii, 8. He that 415. Col. ii. 14. Blotting out
loveth hath fulfilled the law. the handwriting ef ordinances

406. Gal. iii. 13. Cursed that was against us, which- wai
is every one that hangeth on a contrary lo us, and took it out
tree. of the way, nailing it to his

407. John, vK 40. And-this cross.

is the will of him that sent me, 417. Rom. v-i. G. Knowing
that every one which seeth the this, that our old man is cruci-

Son, and believeth on him, may fied with him, that the body of
have everlasting life; sin might be destroyed.

408. Rom. v. 19. As by one 420. Rom. vi.* i. Death
man's disobedience many were hath no more dum^niou over
made sinners: so by the obe- him.

dience of ono shall many be 421. Matt, xxviii. 1. As it

made righteous. began to dawn to\vards the fu.^t

410. Tit. iii. 5. Not by day f.-tUe week.
works of righteousness which

R 5
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.Return, the stars of morn shall see him rise

Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light,
The ransom paid, which man from death retleems,
His death for man, as many as offer'd life 423
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace

By faith, not void of works. This God -like act
Annuls thy doom, the death thou should'st have dyM,
In sin for ever lost from life : this act
Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength,
Defeating sin, and death, his two main arms : "431
And fix far deeper in his head their stings,
Than temporal death shall bruise the victor's heel,
Or theirs whom he redeems : a death-like sleep !

A gentle wafting to immortal life ! 435
Nor after resurrection shall he stay

Longer on earth, than certain times t' appear
To his disciples; men who in his life

Still followed him : to them shall leave in charge
To teach all nations what of him they learn'd, 440
And his salvation; them who shall believe

Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign
Of washing them from guilt of sin, to life

Pure, and in mind prepar'd (if so befal)
lor death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd. 445
All nations they shall teach : for, from that day,
Kot only to the sons of Abraham's loins

Salvation shall he preach'd; but to the sons
Or Abraham's faithwherever thro' the world :

4'J4. Matt. xxiv. 28. To and teach all nations, baptizing
give his life a ransom for them,

many. 4-13. E[>h. v. 25, 26. Christ

41:7. James, ii. 26. Faith loved the church, and gave him-
witlH.ut works is dead. self for it, that he might sane-

41'9. Eph. ii, 1. Dead in tify and cleanse it with the wash-

tresjMsscs a:id sins. ing of water by the word.
4;;9. Luke, xxii. 28. Ye 445. Matt.'xx. '23. Ye shall

ure they which have continued be baptized with the baptism,
rrfth rue in my temptations that I am- baptized with.

440. Malt.- xxviii. 19, Go 449. GaJut, iii. 7, 9. Know
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So in his seed all nations shall bebless'd. 450
Then to the heav'n of heav'ns he shall ascend
V ith victory, triumphing through the air

Over his foes and thine; there shall surprise
The serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains

Thro' all his realm, and there confounded leave;
Then enter into glory, and resume 456
His seat at God's right hand, exalted high
Above alj names in heav'n : and thence shall come,
When this world's dissolution shall be ripe [dead :

With glory and povv'r, to judge both quick and
To judge th' unfaithful (Jead, but to reward 4(31
His faithful, and receive them into bliss:

Whether in heav'n or earth ; for then, the earth

Shall all be paradise,-far happier place
Than this of Eden, and far happier days !

'

46>
So spake th* Arch-angel Michael ;

then paus'd^
As at the world's great period ;

and our sire,

Replete with joy, and wonder, thus reply 'd :

O goodness infinite! goodness immense!
That all this good of evil shall produce, 470
And evil turn to good ! more wonderful
Than that which bv creation first brought forth! .

Light out of darkness ! Full of doubt I stand,
Whether I should repent me now of sin^

By me done, and occasion 'd
;
or rejoice 475

ye therefore that they which are him at his own right hand in the
of faith, the same arethcchi-ldren heavenly places, far above j

of Abraham ; and are blessed every name that is nairied, nut
with faithful Abraham. Ollly in this world, but also in

4.52. Ps. Jxviii. 18. Thou that which is to come,

hast ascended on high, thou hast 460. Luke, xxi. 27. With,
led captivity captive. power an<i great glory.
' Ps,odvii. 5. God is gone 461. John, v. 28, 29. Th
up with a shout, Jehovah with hour in the which nil that are m
the sound of a trumpet. the graves shall hear his. voice,

456. Luke. xxiv. y6. Ought and shall come forth, they that

ot Christ to have suffered those have done good unto the resur-

thiags, and to enter .into his rection of life; and they that

glory? have done evil unto the
457. Eph. i. 20, 21. He set rection of damnation..

It 6
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Much more, thai much more good thereof shall

To God more glory, more good-will to men [spring :

From God, and over wrath grace shall abound.
But say, if our deliverer up to heav'n

Must re-ascend, what will betide the few 48$
His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd,
The enemies of truth ? who then shall guide
His people? who defend? will they not deal

Worse with his followers than with him they dealt ?

Be sure they will, said th' angel; but from heav'n
He to his own a comforter will send, 486
The promise of the father : who shall dwell
His spirit within them; and the lax* of faith

Working thro' love, upon their hearts shall write,
To guide them in all truth

; and also arm 490
With spiritual armour, able to resist

Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts;
What man can do against them, not afraid,

Though to the death : against such cruelties

With inward consolations recompens'd; 495

477, 478. Rom. v. 20. Where of the living God, not in tables-

sin abounded, grae did much of stone, but in fleshy tables of
more abound. the heart.

Luke, ii. 14. Glory to Gal. v. 6. Faith which
God in the highest \ good will worketh by love.

towards men. 490. John, xvi. 13. When
486. John, xiii. 1. He loved he, the spirit of truth is come, h

kis own. will guide you into all truth.

John, xiv. 16. I will 491. 493. Eph. vi. 11. 16.
'

pray the Father, and he shall Pot on the whole armour of

give you another comforter God, that ye may be able to

487. Xuke, xxiv. 49. Behold, stand against the wiles of the
I send the promise of my Father .devil ; and to quench all his fiery

upon you. darts.

488. Rom viii. 9. Ye are not 493, 494. Ps. Ivi. 11. In God
in the flesh, but in the spirit, if have I put my trust : I will not
so be that the spirit of God dwell be afraid what man can do unto
iu yf-!. Now if any man have me.
mot the spirit of Chnst, Jhe is 495. Ps. xciv. 19. In the

none of his. multitude of my thoughts within

489. 2 Cor, iii. 3.> Written me, thy comforts delight my
mot with ink; but with the Spirit soul*



Book XII. PARADISE LOST. 37*

And oft supported so, as shall amaze
Their proudest persecutors : for, the spirit

(Pour'd first on his apostles, whom he sends

To evangelize the nations ; then, on all

Baptiz'd) shall them with wond'rous gif'te endue,509
To speak all tongues, and do all miracles,

As did their Lord before them. Thus they win

Great numbers of each nation to receive [length
With joy the tidings brought from heav'n : at

Their ministry perform 'd, and race well run, 505-
v

Their doctrine, and their story written ieft,

They die. But in their room, as they forewarn,
Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves!

Who all the sacred mysteries of heav'n,
To their own vile advantages shall turn 51O
Of lucre, and ambition; and the truth

With superstitions, and traditions taint,

Left only in those written records pure;

Though not but by the spirit understood.

Then shall they seek to avail themselves of namesr
Places and titles; and with these to join. 51&
Secular pow'r ? though feigning still to act

By spiritual : to themselves appropriating

497. 503. Mark, xvi. .17, 18. 508. Acts, xx. 29. After my.
And these signs shall follow them departure shall grievous wolves
that believe : hi my name shall enter in among you, not sparing
they cast out devils

; 'they shall the flock.

peak with new tongues; they 511. 1 Pet. v. 2, 8. Not for

shall take up serpents , and if filthy lucre ; neither as being
they drink any deadly thing, it lords over God's heritage.
shall not hurt them ; they shall 3 John, 9. -

Diotrephes,
lay hands on the sick, and they who loveth to- have the pre-
shall recover. eminence among them, receiveth

Acts, ii. 3, 4. And there us not.

appeared unto them cloven 514. 1 Cor. ii. 14. The na-

. tongues, like as of tire, and it sat tural man receiveth not the

upon each of them: and they things of the spirit of God ; for

were all filled with the Holy they are foolishness uuto him y
Ghost, and began to speak with neither can he know thm, be-

pther tongues, as the Spirit gave cause they are spiritually d
them utterance. cerneu,
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The spirit of God, promis'd alike, and giv'n
To all believers

;
and from that pretence, 520

Spiritual laws by carnal pow'r shall force

On every conscience ;
laws ! which none shaft find

Left them inroll'd ; or, what the spirit within

Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then
But force the spirit of grace itself, and bind o f

J!5

His consort liberty? what, but unbuild

His living temples, built by faith to stand,
Their own faith, not another's ? (for, en earth,
Who against faith and conscience, can be heard
Infallible ?) Yet, many will presume : 53$
Whence heavy persecution shall arise

On all, who in the worship persevere
Ol' spirit and truth : the rest (far greater part)
Will deem in outward rites and specious forms,

Religion satisfy'd ; truth shall retire 535-

Bestuck with slandYous dart&; and works of faith.

Rarely be found. So shall the world go on,
To good malignant, to bad men lx-nign ;

Under her own weight groaning ;
till the

Appear of respiration to the just, 540
And vengeance to the wicked : at return

Of him so lately promis'd to thy aid,

The woman's seed ; obscurely then foretold \

Now ampiier known thy Saviour and thy Lord
;

519. Rom. viii. 9. If any 531. John, xv. 0. If they
man have not the spirit of Christ, have persecuted me, they will

he is none of his. also persecute you.
521. Matt. xv. 9. In vain 533. John, iv. 23. The true

they do worship me, teaching worshippers shall worship the

the commandments of.men. Father in spirit and in trutiu

526. 2 Cor. iii. 17. Where 537. Luke, xviii. 8. When the

the spirit of the Lord is, there is' Son of Man cometh, shall he find

liberty.
faith on the earth ?

527*. 1 Cor. iii. 16% Know 539. Rom. viii. 22. The whole

ye not that ye are the temple of creation groaneth.

God, and that the spirit of God 5<10. Acts', iii. 19. The times

dwelleth m you"? of refreshing shall come from tli*

528. 2 Cor. i. 24. By fekh presence of Ui Lord,

ye stand
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Last, in the clouds, from heav'n to bereveal'd 545
In glory of the father, to dissolve

Satan/with his perverted world; then raise

.From the conflagrant mass, purg'd and rcrin'd,

New heav'ns, new earth, ages of endless date,

Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love

To bring forth fruits, joy, and eternal bliss.

He ended ; and thus Adam last reply'd :

How soon hath thy prediction, Seer blest !

Measur'd this transient world, the race of time,
Till time stand fix'd ? Beyond is all abyss,,

Eternity, whose end no eye can reach !

Greatly instructed I shall hence depart j

Greatly in peace of thought; and lui.-ve my fill

Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain :

Beyond which was my folly to aspire ! oGO
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best,

And love with fear the only God ; to walk .

As in his presence ; ever to observe

His providence ; and on him sole depend ^
Merciful over all his works ! with good 65

545. Matt. xxvi. 64. -Coming 562. Ps. xxxi. 23. O lave the
in the clouds of heaven. Lord all ye his saints.

546. Matt. xvi. 27. For the 1 Sara. xii. 24, Only
Sou of man shall conic in the fear the Lord, and serve him iu

glory of his Father. truth with all your heart.

2 Pet. iii. 11. All these ,163. Gen, xvii. 1. Walk be'r

things shall be dissolved. fore me, and be them perk
549. 2 Pet. iii, 13. We, ac- 561. Ps. evil.' 4J. Whoso &

cordingtohisprunii.se, look for wise, and v/ill observe thes*

new heavens, ;.:i<) a new earth, things, even they shall under-
wherein dwelieth righteousness, stand the loving kindness of the'

550. Rom. xiv. 17. The Lord.

kingdom of God is righteousness Ps. Ixii. 5. My soul

aad peace. wait thou only upon God : for

551. Ts. xxxv. 10. They shall my expectation is from him.

obtain joy and gl&dncss*; and
"

_l Pet. v. 7. Casting all

sorrow and sighing shall ilee your care upon him, for he

away. careth for von.
561. 1 Sara. xv. 22. Behold 565. Ps. cxl*. 9. His tendef

to obey is better than sacrifice. mercies are over all his works.
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Still overcoming evil
; and by small

Accomplishing great things ; by things deem'd

Subverting worldly strong ; and worldly wise, [weak
By simply meek ; that suffering for truth's sake,
Is fortitude to highest victory ! 570
And, to the faithful, death the gate of life;

Taught this by his example, whom I now
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest !

To whom thus also th* Angel last reply'd r

This having learn'd, thou hast attained the sum,575
Of wisdom ; hope no higher ; though all the stars

Thou knew'st by name
;
and all th' ethereal pow'rs-

All secrets of the deep ;
all Nature's works ;

Or, works of God in heav'n, air, earth, or sea
;

And aA\ the riches of this world enjoyd'st ; 580
And all the rule, one empire : only add
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable

;
add faith

;-

Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love,

CBy name to come eall'd charity, the soul

Of all tke rest) then wilt thou not be loath 585.'

To* leave this paradise, but shalt possess
A paradise within thee happier far !.

Let us descend now therefore from this top
Of speculation ; for the hour precise
Exacts our parting hence : and see the guards, 5QQ.

By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect
Their motion

;
at whose front a flaming sword,

In signal of remove, waves fiercely round,,
We may no longer stay : go ! waken Eve ;

566. Rom. xii. 21. Overcome and things which are not, to

tvilwith good. bring to nought things that are.

566569. iCof. i. 27,28. 562. 584. SJ Pet. i. 5, 6,7.
God .hath chosen the foolish Add, to yxxur faith,virtue; and to

thijigs ot the world to confound virUie,knowledge; and to know .

the tviee
;
and God hath chosen ledge, tempi ranee

;
and to tern-

the weak; things u\ the world perance, patience; and to pa
to confound the things which tieuce; godliness ;

avid to gcdii-
ate niighty ; and base things <<f ness, brotherly kindness

; and t

the world, and things which are brotherly kindness, charity,

fespbed hath God chosn, yea
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Her also I with gentle dreams have calm'd, 59-5

Portending good ;
and all her spirits compos'd

To meek submission ; thou, at season fit,

Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard :

Chiefly., what may concern her faith to know,
The great deliverance by her seed to come 600

(For by the woman's seed) on all mankind:
That ye may live (which will be many days)
Both in one faith unanimous, though sad,

(VVith cause !) for evils past : yet,muchmorecheei'd
With meditation on the happy end. 605

He ended : and they both descend the hill :

Descended, Adam to the bow'r, where Eve

Lay sleeping, ran before
;
but found her wak'd ;

And thus with words not sad she him received.

Whence thou return'st, and whither went'st, I

know : ^10
For God is also in sleep, and dreams advise ;

Which lie hath sent propitious, some great good
Presaging, since with sorrow, and heart's distress

Wearied I fell asleep, but now lead on !

In me is no delay ; with thee to go, 615
Is to stay here ; without thee here to stay,
Is to go hence unwilling : thou to me
Art all things under heav'n, all places thou ;

Who for my wilful crime art banish'd hence.
This further consolation yet secure 62
I carry hence ; though all by me is lost,

Such favour I unworthy am vouchsaPd,
By me the promis'dseed shall all restore

611. Numb. *ii. 6. If there to till the ground from whence
be a prophet among you, I the he was taken. So he drove out

, Lord will make myself known the man : and he placed at the
unto him in a vision, ad will east of the garden of Eden, Che- ^

peak unto him in a dream. rubim, and a flaming sword,
62& 642. Gen. m t}3, 24. which turned every way, to

Therefore the Lord God seat hin keep the way of the tree f '

/urth from the gardea of Eden, life. =&
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So spake our mother Eve, and Adain heard

Well-pleas'dj but answer'd nol : for now, too nigh
TV Arch-angel stood : and from the other hill 626
To their fix'd station,, all in bright array,
The cherubim descended; on the ground
Gliding meteorous, as ev'ningmist,
Ris'ri Irom a river o'er the marish glides ; 630
And gathers ground, fast at the lab'rer's heel,.

Homeward returning. High in front advanc'd,
The branchsh'd sword of God before them blaz'd

Pierce as a comet
;,
which with torrid heat,

And vapour as the Libyan air adust; 635;

Began to parch that temp'rate clime ;
whereat

In either hand the hastening Angel caught
Our ling'ring parents ;

and to th' eastern gate
ed them direct, ami down the cliff as fast,

To the subjected plain; then disappeared. 64O
They looking back, all th' eastern side beheld
Of paradise, so late their happy seat!

VVav'd over by that flaming brand ; the gate
With dreadful faces throng'd and fiery arms. . 644
Some natural tears they drop'd,but wip'd them soon;
The world was all before them, where to chuse

Their place of rest, and Providence their guide.

They, hand in hand, with wand'ringsteps, and ilow^

Through Eden took their solitary way.

ENfi,
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ALLUSIONS TO THE CLASSICS.

BOOK XII.

71. Aug. de Civ. Dei. XIX. Noluit dorainari botni&tt*

homing sed hominein pecori.

140. ^En. VI. Haec turn nomina crunt.

155. Plautus, Cumque es aucta Jiberis.

158. JEn. VI. 800. Septem gemini Ostia Nili.

193. Georg. III. 366. Stiriainduruit horrida.

27". Georg. I. 43. Canis cum montibus.

370. ^En. I. 287. Iraperiura Oceano, famam qui terminal

astris.

$46. ^En. VIII. 591. Extulit es sacrum coelo, tenebrasqo*
resolvjt.

635. Epod. III. 15. Siderum inscdit Vapor siticulosa

Apuliae.

6-i3. ^En. II. 623. Apparent diraj fncies inimicaqu^ Trojae
umom a>.





INDEX.

The Numeral Letters refer to the Book, the Figures to the Line.

AARON and Moses, their mission to Egypt, xii. 170.
Abdiel (a Seraph) opposes Satan promoting the Angels' re

volt, &fr. v. 803. Reply to his answer, v. 877. His fidelity,

fr. celebrated, v. 896. Retreat from Satan's party, vi. I.

Soliloquy on view of him at their head, vi. 114. Speech to him
thereon, vi. 130. Reply to his answer, vi. 171. Encounters him
in the battle, vi. iSg, Vanquishes Ariel, Arioch, and Ramiel,
(fallen Angels) vi. 369.

Abel and Cain, their story related, xi. 419.
Abraham's and the patriarchs, xii. 113. All nations his sons by

faith, xii. 446.

Acheron, a river of hell, ii. 570.
Adam and Eve described generally, iv. 288. Particularly, iv. 495.

Their state of innocence, iv. 312, 492, 738. v. 211, 303. viii.

510. Set Innocence. Night-orison, iv. 720. Morning- erison,
v. 153. Preparations to entertain the Angel Raphael, v. 313,
The table and entertainment described, v. 391. Their nuptial
bed, iv. 708. Nuptials celebrated, viii. 510. Parting preceding
the temptation, ix. 385. Behaviour after their fall, ix. 1004.
Find themselves naked, ix. 1051. Make themselves breeches of

fig-leaves, ix. 1099. Recriminate on, and reproach each other,
'ix. 1187. Hide themselves from God (the Son) x. 97. Appear
ance before him, x. 109. Repentance, x. 1098. Expulsion from,

paradise, xii. 625. See Similies.

Adam, his discourse with Eve on the prohibition of the tree of

knowledge, iv. 411. To her at night, iv. 610. Answer to her

question about the nightly luminaries, iv. 660. Viewing her

sleeping, v. 8. Answer to her relating her dream (the subject
of Satan's first illusive temptation) v. 94. To her weeping, v.

119. Invites the Angel Raphael to his bower, &c. v. 361.
Discourse with him, v. 460. Continued on various subjects, viii.

51. Set- Raphael. His creation, and dominion, V. over the

cre*ttti>. ix. 5*4. Prohibited the tree of knowledge, vii. 542.
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>ili. 332. Account of himself, and objects about him, &c. o
his creation, viii. 253. Of his first view of the divine presence,
in station in paradise, &c. viii. 311. Speech to God therton, and
on his solitude there, viii. 357. Reply to God's answer, viii.

379. Sleep on the formation of Eve described, viii. 451. His
last view of her, viii. 481. Passion for her, viii. 521. Vale
diction to Raphael, viii. 644. Discourse with Eve preceding

. the temptation (on Satan's subtility, and the means to resist it,

&c.) Ix. from 205 ta 384. Care, and fears for her in absence,
ix. 838. Meets her returning with the forbidden fruit, ix. 847
Soliloquy lamenting her transgression, ix. 896, Resolves to die
with her, ix. 90?. Speech to her thereon, ix. 921. Eats the
forbidden fruit, ix. 996. Incites her to carnal fruition (the first

effect of it,) ix. ion, 1016. The place, &c. described, i.

1037. After speech to her on their fall and nakedness, ix.

1067. Another, charging her as the aggressor, ix. j 132. Reply
to her answer (recriminates her affected self-sufficiency, &c.)
ix. 1162. Answer to God (the Son) calling him to judgment,
x. 115. Reply to him, (accuses Eve) x. 124. The sentence

pronounced oa him, x. 197. Soliloquy thereon, x. 720. Con-
tinued, x. 854. Wishes lor his dissolution, x, 746, 771. Re
jections on the immortality of the soul, &c. x. 782. Repulsory
speech to Eve attempting to consolate him, x. 866. Relents to

wards her, x. 937. Reply to her (accusing herself as the first

in transgression,) x. 947. Answer (to her reply advising to

die by their own hands,) x. 1013. Resolves the contrary,

'^submission to God's will, and repentance,) x. 1028. Speech to

live (on the, efficacy of prayer, &c. xi. 14^. Hails her the

mother of mankind, xi. 158. Speech to her on the omens .pre.

ceding their expulsion from paradise, xi. 193. On the view of

-Michael approaching, xi. 226. Behaviour on receiving the

message, xi. 263. Speech to Michael thereon, xi. 295. Resig
nation, xi. 370. Discourse with Michael, discovering to him
hi vision what should happen in the world till the flood, xi.

from 45-0 to 867. Discourse with him, relating what should

happen to the general resurrection, xil.ftsm to 551. Gene
ral reply to him, (resolutions of future obedience, dependence
on God's providence, &c. xii. 554. See Eve, Michael, Raphael,
Similies.

; ,

Adonis, a river in Syria, i. 450.
Adramelech and Asmadia (fallen Angels) wounded, and put to

flight, vi. 365.
Air first clouded on Adam's fall, xi, 182.

Allusions, Ste Similies.

Arrtarant, a flower transplanted from paradise to heaven,, iii. 352.
Ambition censured, ii. 482. A cause of Satan's fall, iv. 86.

Angels (celestial) obey God of choice, not necessity, v. 535.
Imbattled against Satan, and the fallen Angels, vi. 15. Their

signal, and march,, vi. 60. Signal to engage, and engagement,
vi. 202. Prevail, vi. 386. Disposition to re-euga^e, vi. 5*4.
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Tletreat, vl. 597. Rally again, and renew the fight, vi. 634.
Their song on the creation, vii. 180, 252, 557, 602. On its

dissolution and renovation, x. 64 1. Guardians of paradise, their

parade, watches, &c. iv. 778, 782, 861, 977. v. 287. Re-ascent
to heaven on Adam's fall, xi. 17. Appointed to expel Adam,
6fr. from paradise, xi. 127. Descent there, vii. 208. Post

assigned, viii. 220. March possessing, and expelling him, &c.
xii. 626." See God the Father and Son, Similies. Guardians of

mankind, ix. 152.

Angels ( fallen) their after-state, i. 50, 339. Numbers, i. 331.
v. 713. Names, i. 374. Various pursuit?, 6fr. ii. 528. Loss

supplied by man's creation, iii. 677. Imbattled against the

Angels celestial, vi. 79. Engagement, vi. 202. Defeat, vi.

386. Disposition to 're-engage, vi, 507. Their artillery,-

cannon, Ci?r. vi. 572. Prevail, vi. 597. Entire defeat, and ex

pulsion from heaven, vi. from 8ji to 877. Transformed to

serpents, x. 519. Further punished with an illusion of the for-

bidden fruit, x. 547. Both annually continued, x. 575, See Satan

Similies.

Apostles, their mission, &c. xii. 439. Gift of the Holy Ghost,
xii 497. Successors (wolves, false-teachers, fc.) described, xii,

508.

Argument of the poem, i. i. ix. i.

Ariel, Arioch, and Ramiel, (fallen Angels) vanquished, vi. 369.
Ark, its building by Noah described) xi. 7z8. See Nouh.
Ark of the covenant described, xii. 249.
Ashtaioth and Baalim (fallen Angels) i. 422.
Astoreth, or Astarte (a fallen Angel] 1.438.
Author's hymn on conjugal love, iv. 750. To light, iii. I. In-
-

vocations, j. 6. iii. 61. vii. i. xi. 20. Reflection, in prospect
of Adam's, Gfr. fall, ii. 380 On Satan's premeditated attempt,
iv. i. On Eve's parting with Adam preceding it, ix. 404.
On their nakedness after the fall, ix. u 14. On his own blindness,
&c. iii. 22.

Azazel (a fallen Angel) Satan's standard-bearer, i. 534.

Baalim and Ashtaroth (fallen Angels) 1.422.
Babel, the city and tower, built by Nimrod, V. xii. 3$. The con

fusion of languages there, described, xii.
48".

Baptism, what the sign of, xii. 442.
Baptized, the Holy Ghost given primitively to all euch, xii. 497.
Battle, &c. between the celesti.il and fallen Angels (God the Son

concluding it) described, \\.from 202/0877. See Angels celestial
anJ fallen.

Beasts, part of the sixth day's creation, described, vii. 453.
Belzebub (a fallen Angel) i. 79. Described, ii. 299. His answer

to Satan's first speech after their fall, i. 128. To his second, i.

272. Speech in council, called by Satan thereon, ii. 310. Pro
motes an attempt on the world, ii. 345.

Belial (a fallen Angel; i. 290. Described, ii. 108. His speech in
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council, ii. 119. To Satan on their advantage gained in there*

engagement with the celestial Angels, vi. 620.

Birds, part of the fifth day's creation, described, vii. 417.
Blasts, an effect of Adam's fall, x. 692.
Bridge from hell-gates to the world over Chaos, the work, V. de

scribed, x. 295.

Cain and Abel, their story related, xi. 429.
Cham's story, xii. iol.

Chance, the common notion of it exploded, n. 9eg.
Chaos described, ii. 890. vii. ZIQ. Its court, ii. 959. Answer t

Satan's speech there, ii. 989. Bounds since the Angels fall, the

creation, fife. ii. 998. State before it, v. 577. A bridge made
over it from hell-gates to the world, at Adam's fall, x. 282. See

Similies.

Charity, its praises, 6fr. xii.from 576/0 587.
Chemos, or Peor, (a fallen Angel) i. 406, 413.
Cherubim. See Angels celestial, &f. Similjes.

Church, hirelings in it, compared to the devil in paradise, iv. 191.
Cocyts, a river of hell, ii. 579.

Comparisons. See Similies.

Coujugal love, the praises, V. of it, iv. 750. Distinguished
from an amour, iv. 765. Consists in reason, not passion,
viii. 586. Defined, viii. 589. Expressed (on the woman's part)
in practice, viii. 600- In words, xii. 615. A reciprocal duty of it,

ix.,357.

Conjugal obedience, woman's happiness, &c. iv. 635.

Conjugal union, the reasons and obligations of it, vnj. 494. ix. 955,
961.

Conscience, God's umpire in Man, iii. 194. The terrors of it, iv.

23. x. 842. Laws to force it, censured, xii. $15. No infalibility

against it, xii. 529.

Constellations, their appearances, motion, 6fr. iii. 577.
Creation, the universal, described, iii. 708. vii. 221.

Creatures, animal in paradise, described, iv. 340. Have degrees of

knowledge and reason, viii 369. Their discord, an effect of

Adam's fall, x. 707. Entry ot Noah's ark, xi. 733.

Dagon (a fallen Angel) 1.457.

Damned, the vicissitudes of their torments described, ii. 596.
David }

his throne, why eternal, xii. 320.

Day and night in heaven, described, vi. 4.

Death and Sin, their station at hell-gates before Adam's fall, ii. 64!!.

Their union, x. 249. Make a bridge from thence over Chaos to

the world, after it, x. 282. Meet Satan in his return to hell from

thence, x. 326. Thir journey thither, and influences described, x.

410. Arrival at paradise, x. 585. After conduct in the world, x.

610. Set Similies.

Death described, ii. 666. Answer to Satan at hell-gates, ii. 688.

ThSon of Satan and. Sin, ii. 727. Its birth, ii. 777. Answer
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to Sin on Adam's tall, x. 264. To Sin's speech in paradise, T.

596. See Similies.

'Death natural, the causes and 'variety of it described, xi.frvm 466
. to 493. More terrible in view than reality, xi. 469. Of the

faithful, a sleep to immortality, xii. from 425 to 434. The gate
of life, xii. 571.

Death eternal considered, x. 808.

Deluge, Universal. See Noah.

Despair, the degrees and colours of it, iv. 108.

Devils, why eternally excluded from grace, iii. 129.
Discord censured, ii. 496. Daughter of Sin, &c. x. 707.
Dominion absolute in men, over men, an usurpation, xii. 64.
Dreams illusive, &c. their source, iv. 799. Natural, v. tig.

Divine, xii. 611.

Eagle, a bird of prey, an effect of Adam's fall, xi. 185.
Earth and heaven. See Heaven and earth.

Earth, its general creation described/in. 715. vii. 231. The shadow1

of heaven, v. 574. Separated from the waters, part of the third

day's creation, described, vii. 276. The fruits of it, &c. vii. 313.
Its motion, or of the heavens, speculations thereon censured-,
viii. 70. Its praises, ix. 99. The centre of the creation, ix. 107.
Destruction by Noah's flood described, xi. 743. Restitution after

it, xii.
8^2.

An universal paradise at the Messiah^ coming to

judgment, xii. 463. Se World.

Eden, the country bounded, iv. 2iC. '

Eden, the garden of it. See Paradise.

Egypf the plagues of it described, xii. 173.
Election asserted, iii. 183.

Elements, &c. subsist on each other, xi. 415.
J'lnoch, his story and translation, xi. 664, 700.
Kve and Adam. See Adam and Eve, Innocence, Similies.

Eve particularly described, characterized, Sfr; iv. 71 2. v. 379. riir.

46, 470, 482, 506. ix. 386, 431, 457, 489, 538, 603, 896.
Answer to Adam's discourse on the prohibition or the tree of

knowledge, iv. 440. Recounts her first view of the creation,

Adam, &c. iv. 449. Answer ro him at night, iv. 635. To hint

waking her (relates her dream, the subject of Satan's first illusive

temptation,) v. 27. Weeping described, v. 129. Attending the
entertainment of Raphael, v. -443. Hr formation from Adam,
viii. 460. Behaviour on-view ot hiir, &c. viii". 500. Discourse
with him preceding the temptation, (she prevailing on he.r tfwn

sufficiency, and his fondness) Lx. from 205 to 384. Answer te

Satan (in the serpent) ix, 552. The discourse (Satan tempfinj
,

Her to eat the foibidden fruit) continued, ix. 7jz. Soliloquy be

fore her eating it, ix. 745. Plucks and eats, ix. 7?^. Soliloquy
after it, ix. 795. Resolution to (jempt Adam, ix. ?jo. Speech
TO him thereon, ix. 856. Reply to his answer, resolving to die

with her, ix. 960. Behaviour thereon, ix. 990- Gives him the

fruit, ix, 995. Repeats the transgression with him, ix. ntfc. Is

S
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i'iuiU'4 ty l;im to canul fruition (the first effect of
it)

ix.

*35- The place, &c. described, ix. 1037. Answer 10 him (ac

cusing her as the aggressor) imputes it to his indulgence, ix. 1142.
Answer to GoJ (the Son) calling her to judgment (accuses the

serpent,} x. 159. The sentence pronounced on her, x. 192. Be
haviour and speech to Adam's repulse of her, and her offers of
consolation (accuses herself) x. 909. After-behaviour there

on, x. 937. Reply to his answer (advises to die by their own
hands,) x. 966. To him, hailing her the mother of mankind, xi.

i6z. Soliloquy, lamenting the threatened expulsion from para
dise, xi. 268. Speech to him on quitting it, (affection, conjugal
resolution, and consolation on the promise of the Messiah, xii.

610. See Adam, Similies.

Evening described, iv. 598.
Evil in thought unapprovel-^-blameless, v. 117.

Experience a guide to wisdom, ix. 807.

JFaith, unnecessary endeavours to. approve it, suspicious, ix. 1139.
Faith in Christ, with works, eternal life, xii. 420. Laws to lorce it,

censured, xii. 515. No infallibility against it, xii. 529.
Fanty, (a faculty of the soul) its office, v. 100. The eye of the

soul, viii. 460.
Fame, or glory, the common notion of it censured, ii. 6S8.

Fate, the will of God, vii. 170.

Fig-tree, of which Adam and Eve, &c. made aprons, described, i*.

nor.
Firmament, the second days creation, described, vii. 261.

Fish, part of the fifth day's creation, described, vii. 391.
Fiaming sword in paradise on Aflam's, cfJV. expulsion thence, ie-

cribed, xii. b$^. Set Streilks.

Flood universal. 5"^. Noah.

Freedom, with -the legs of
it., virtue, Gf<r. degenerates, xi. 797.

Free-grace Asserted, iii. 173. Denned, iii. Zi-j..

Free-will asserted, iii. 95. v. 235, 526. viii. 635. ix. 350. x. 43,
Reason, the same, iii. 108. ix. 350. The image ot Gcd, via.

440.
Fruition carnal, the passion of it censured, viii. 579.

Gabriel, the Arch-angel, chief of the guardian Angels of paradise,
his station, &c. described, iv. 443. Informed by Uriel of Satanls

descent there, iv. 56,1. Undertakes to detect him, iv. 576. His

charge to Uzziel, IthurieJ, and Zephon, (three other of the guar
dian Angels) thereon, iv. 782. Speech to them, c><r. on thtir

taking, and return with him, iv. S66. To Satan thereon, iv.

877. Reply to his answer, iv. 902. To another, 946. To
another, iv. ioc6. Appointed one of.the chiefs of the celestial

fcrmy against the revolted Angels, vi. 45. Hjj prowess, &c . in

the battle, vi. 354.

Glory, or fame, the common notion of it censured, xi. 688.

God ihe- Father contemplating his wrk, ?r. iii, 56. Sjpcceh {?
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CJ .the Son, on Satan's design on the creation, man, &J?f. lif-

So. Reply to his answer, iii. 168. Proposes the manner, &c.
of fallen man's redemption, iii. 203. Answer lo the Sou's un-

dcrukiiig it, iii. $74. Decrees his bodily resurrection as God
and man, iii. 303. His (the Father's) attributes, &c. iii. 372.

Visibly seen in the Son, iii. 30*3. vi. 680. Charge to Raphael,
to warn Adam against hij fall, v. 224. Speech to the whole
celestial 'hierarchy convened at the inauguration of God the

Son, v. 6ao. To the Son on Sitau's, &c. revolt thereon, v.

719. Array against the revolters described, vi. i
/;. Speech t

Abdiel on his quitting their party, vi. 29. Appoints Michael
and Gabriel chiefs of tha celestial army, vi. 44. Battle, &c.
between them and the re.vokerj described, vi. Jrom zcu to 607-

Appoints God the Son to end it, vi. 680. Chariot, (the Father's)

described, vi, 749. Speeth to the Son, resolving the eretin 6t'

the woj-hi, vii. 139. Commit? the work to him, vii. 163. His

(the Father'^) omiuprMonoe, vii. 168- 588. Goodness, free, vii*

170. Will, fate, vii. 175. Institution of the Sabbath (by
God the Father and Son) the sevrntW after the six day* of

the creation, vii. 581. The solemnity of it described, vii. 594.

Speech (the Father's) on tke guardian Angels return from
Paradise upon Adam's, &c. fall, x. 34. Appoints the Son

judge of it, x. 55. Speech to the celestials an Sin and Death's

entrance into the world thereby, x. 614- Promise of their

dissolution, -and renovation of heaven and earth, x. 1633.

Charge to the Angels touching the changes in the creation

en the fall, x. 649- Answer to the Son's intercession on
Adam's repentance, xi. 45- Speethto the celestials convened at

his decreeing his expulsion from paradise, xi. 84. To Michael

thereon, xi. 99.
God the Son, at the right hand of the Father, iii. 3. His (th*

Father's) essence, fe?f. iii. 138. His word, &c. iii. 169, vii. 163.
Answer to him ?on Satan's design on the creation, man, &c. iii

144. On his proposing the manner, &c. of man's redemption,
in. 227. Undertakes it, iii. 336. Love to man, and filial

obedience, iii. 2-66. The second Adam, iii. 28$. His merit*

alone iniputative to man, iii. 290. xii. 406. His -resurrection as

God and man decreed, iii. 303. Equal to the Father, iii.

305. His (the Son's) attributes, hi. 383. Answer to th

Father on Satan's, $fr. revolt, vi. 733. The image of the Father,
iii.

383-
vi. 680. 736- The Messiah, vi, 718. 881. Answer

jo the Father, appointing him to end the battle between the
celcstbl and revolted Angjs, vi. 723. Undertakes it, vi. 730.
;His armour, equipage, fr. described, vi. 760. Speech to the
celestial army, vi. SOD. Solely attacks the revolters, vi. 824.
Entirely defeats them, vi. 838. The action and defeat described,
vi. from 631 to 877. Returns in triumph, vi, 78. His
person, equipage, &c. in the work of the creation, described,
vii. i9. Re-ascent to heaven after itt vii. 550. Institution

I' the Sabbath (by God the Father and the Son) the
S a
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after the six days creation, vii. 58 1. The solemnity of it described,
vii. 594. Answer (the Son's) to Adam, on his solitude in

Paradise, viii. 369. To his reply, viii. 398. To another (pro
mises him a consort) viii. 437. Appointed by the Father judge
of Adam's transgression (tal.) x. 55. All judgment committed
to him, x. 56- The mercy ol it, x t 58 Answer to the
Father thereon, x. 6S. Descent to Eden, x. 85. Call to Adam
.there, x. 103. Reply to his answer (accusing Eve) x. 119.
To his reply, x. 144. To Eve (accusing the serpent) x. 157.
Sentence pronounced by him on the serpent, x. 163 i7j.
Explained, x. 182. On Eve, x. 192. On Adam, x. 197.
<Jlothes them with skins, ?c. x. 211. Re-ascent to the Father,
and intercession for them, x. 224. The justice of his sentence,
x. 754. His intercession on their repentance, xi. ^^. Set
Messiah.

God, purity of adoration more acceptable to him than ritual, iv.

736. All good proceeds from, and returns to him, v 469. To
be contemplated in the works of the creation, v. 508- Acts

immediate, vii. 176. The centre, of heaver,-- ix." 107. His
absolute decrees, xi. 311. Omnipresence, goodness, t^c. xi.

335. The fear of him, &c. with loss of freedom, degenerates,
xi. 797. Particular presence, 'xii.' 48. To obey, love, depend
on his providence, fc. the sum of knowledge, xii. 557. And
wisdom, xii. 575.

Gospel ho\v to be understood, xii. 5 i r.

Grace of God, man its .object) and 'rfdvife eternally excluded from

it, why, iii. 12.9. Mari'-s long resistance of it alone exclusive, iii.

K..S. Repentance, a 'fruit of it, xi. 22. The spiritof it, and li-

orriy, consorts, xii 525.
Gratitude txerted, a dischaige of its debt, iv. 55.

Gunpowder, guns, GL-. the original invention ascribed to the devil,
KI. 478, 484. Discharge describe-), vi. 584.

Heaven and earth, their final renovation by fire, xi. 89?. xii. 547.
After happiness therein, xii. 463.549*

Heaven, the joys, CSV. of it deocnbed, iii. 344. Its gatfj iii. i

;pi, v. 253. I'assage from thence to the world, iii. 526- Its

general creation, iii. 7 itfi. Visible, the study of it how ne

cessary, viii. 66 Speculations of ks motions, or the earth's,

censured, viii. 70. How situated, respecting the world and heil,

x. 32.0
Hell described, i. 60. 228. ji. 587.618. Its gates, ii. 645. First

opened by Sin, ii. 871. -How situated, respecting heaven, and
,

the worid, x. 322- See Siniilies.

Hierarchies oi heaven, before the revolt of the fallen Angels, described,
v - 579-

Him. omi the valley of, whence called Tophet, and Gehenna, L 399.

Holy Ghost, its effusion, &c. at the creation, vii. 195. Descent,
&c. on the apostles, and all baptized, xii. 485. i'romised and

given alike to all believers, xii. 518.

Hospitality, anincitation to it, v. 316.
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Hymn to light, iii. t. To Cod the Father and Son, iii. 372. Ort

conjugal love, iv. 750. On the creation, vii. 180. 252- 557*
602.

Hypocrisy visible to God alone, iii. 682.

Hypocrites, Satan the first, iv. iai. Pretenders to supernatural

purity, Y. iv. 744.

Idolatry, trieoriginal rise of it assigned, i. 364. Of the post-diluvia

world, xii. 115.

Jealousy, the lovei's hell, v. 449.

Immortality of the soul, discimed, x, 782.
Innocence, the state ot it destiibed, iv. 312. 49 2 738- v. ail- 313*

443. viii. 40. 510.
Intellectual being*,- a faculty of them, ii. 146.
Invocations, the author's, i. 6. iii. 51. vii. i. xi. 2O.

J.'vr, a fallen Anget, i. 512..

Israelites, the story ot their bondage, and deliverance from Eey t
t

related, xii. 163. Of the settlement of their civil aiii sacred

romy in the wilderness, xii, 223- Estabiish'mcnr i:i Carjaan, x.".

260. Reason, use, &V.ol their ritual laws, xii. z'6o- Gcveruoiri.t

by judges and kings, xii. 315. Captivity in Babylon, xii. 335. Re
turn from tnence, aster dissensions, &c. to the birth oi the Messiah,

Isis, a tallea Augci, i. 478-
Ithuriei, a guardian Angel of Paradise, iv. 788. Detects Satan's fust

attempt ou Eve there, iv. 8 r-o.

Knowledge of good and evil, the tree of it, how situated, iv. 220.
ix. 6-6. Described, ix. 575. Forbidden to Adam, vii. 542.
viii. 323. Satan's encomium of it, ix. 679. Eve's, ix. 795.

Knowledge, or opinion, the result of reason and fancy> v. too.

Without restraint, fojjy, vii. 126- viii. 183, xii. 561. Of things

necessary, wisdom, viri. 192.

Knowledge of future events, the desire of it reprehended, xi, 7-70.

Its sum, the love, fear, SY. ot God, xii. 557. In animal creatures

averted, viii. 369. See Simiiies.

Lethe, a river of hell, described, ii. 582. Medusa the guard of it, ii,

610.

Leviathan described, i. 2ol.

Liberty, with the loss ot it, virtue, Sfc. degenerates, xi. 797*
Adam's fall the first cause ol it, xii. 82.

Liberty tbe same with reason, x i. 83.

Life, the tree of it described, iv. 218. Where situated, ix. 69.
Life, long, by temperance, xi. 530. The great rule of it respecting

itself, xi. 553.
Light* hymn to it, iii. i. The first day's creation described, vii.

LigUining, how produced, x. 1073.
5

3.
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Limbo, a foci's paradise, where, iii. 495.
Lion, a beast of prey, an effect of Adam's J;ili,xi. 187.
Love, conjugal, its praises, iv. 750. Distinguished from that of an

amour, m 763. Love consists in reason, not in passion, viii. 586-
Defined, viii. 589. Ju spirits celestial, the expression of it what, and

how, viii. 620- Smiles, the food of love, ix. 239. Founded in reason,
one end of human life, ix. 241.

Lucifer, Satan why so called, x. 425. See Satan.
Lust carnal, the first effect of Adam's, &c. fell, ix. ioit. Thesolac*

of it, ix. 1042.

Mammon, a faljen Angel, i. 678. His speech in the council called

by Satan after their fa!!, ii, 229.
Man fallen the object of grace, why, iii. 130. His long resistance

of it alone exclusive, iii. 198. Redemption proposed by God
the Father, iii. 203. Undertaken by God the Son, iii.. 1*7.
The Son's merits alone imputative to him, towards it, how, iii.

490.
Man created to repair the loss of the fallen Angels, iii. 667. ix- 143-

His creation (part of the six day's) described, vii. 524. Dominion
yer the rest, vii. 520. Love to woman how consistent with

his superiority, viii. 567. The whole creation in little,

ix. 109. Angels his guardians, ix. 154. His superiority over

the woman given him by God, x. 145. 195. Pursuing hi*

appetites, disfigures not Gad's image, but his own, xi.

515. Conformity to the divine will, the true end of his

creation, xi. 603. Absolute dominion over his brethren (me)
an usurpation, x;i. 64. Given him by God over the creatures, xii.

67.

Matches, conjugal, the modern ceflsur'd, Viii. 57. Respecting the

woman particularly, x. 888.

Medusa, the guard of Lethe, ii. 610.

Mercy, Cod r

s first and last attributes, iii. 132.
Meseiah promised, x. 181. The promise explained, 1. 182. xii.

586. His birth, V. and kingdom, described, xii. 359. Why
called the seed of the woman, xii. 376. Life, and passion,
xii. 388. Resurrection, and mission of the apostles, xii. 420.

Ascension, &V. xii. 451. Coming to judgment, &V. xii. 458.

543*
Michael (the Arch-angel) appointed one of the chiefs of the

celestial army against the revolted Angels, vi. 44. His prowess,
&c. in the battie, vi. 250. Speech to Sstan encountering hhn,
vi. 262- The combat described, vi. 296. Wounds Satan, vi.

320. The revolters defeated, he encamps on the field of

battle, vi. 410. Prepares to expel Adam, &c. from paradise,
xi. 126. His appearance, csV. there described, xi. 138. Speech
to Adam thereon, xi. 251. Reply to Eve, lamenting the

(he threatened expulsion, xi. 286- To Adam on the same subject,
xi. 334. Discovers to him (in vision) what should happen io

<?
the tinjepf the flood, xi. from 423 to 867. The story of C*iu
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;

*nd Abel, xi. 429. Death, with its causes, arul variety, xi. 46$*
"the state of the antidiluvian world (in commc!]} xi. 556. The
state of it (civil, or in propriety) xi. 638. The siory ot Enoch,
xi. 664. Ot Noah, xi. 700, The fiood^ xi. 738. God's cove
nant to destroy the world no more by water, xi. 890. Dis
covers te him (relatively) what shoald happen from the "flood
to the general resurrection, xii. f*otn 6 te 551.' The patriarchal

government, xii. 13. Nimrod's tyranny, xii. 24. The building
and contusion at 'Babel, xii. 38. The sti ry of Cham, xii.

loj. Of Abraham, and the patriarchs, xii. 113- Of the
Israelites bondage in Egypt, and deliverance thence, xii. 163.
Of the settlement of their civil and sacred (economy in the

wilderness, and establishment in Canaan* xii. 223. Of their

yarious ritual laws, their reason, use, &V. xii' 180. Of tlmr

government by judges and kings, xii. ^5- Of their captivity
in Babylon, xii. 3-35- Of their return Irom thence, alter dissen

sions, the birth and kingdom of the Messiah, xii. frtm $45 to

371. Of his life, passion, resurrection, mission of the apobtits,

ascension, fr. xii. from 388.to 46). Of the mission of the Holy
Ghost, git tot tongues, miracles, &c. xii. fr&n 48$ to 504. Of
the apostles successors, (false teachers, cffc.) their ambition, inno-

'

rations, &c. the effect* of them, and the Messiah's coming to

judgment, xii. from 507 to 551. His answer to Ad.im's resolution*

of future obedience, &JV. commends, advises him, ami warn? him
to quit paradise, xii. 575. Leads him and Eve, out, xii. 37-
See Simmies.

Mind, the force of it, i'254. Discourse, its food, jx. 237.
Moloch, (a fallen Angel) i. 392. His speech in the council called by

Satan after their fall, ii. 51. Defies Gabriel in the battle between
the celestial and revolted angels, vi. 357. Is wounded by him, and

flies, vi. 360.
Moon, supposed inhabited by translated saints and middle spirits, iii.

459. Its office, iii. 7^6- Rising described, iv. 606- The spots in

it, vapours not yet consolidated with its body, v. 418. Part of the

fourth day's creation, vii. 356. Receives its light trom the sun, vii.

375. Motion, aspects, vii. 379.
Moofi and stars, their courses, influences, 5^V. iv. 66 r

Moon and planets, their noxious motion, aspects') c2?r. an effect of

Adam's fall, x. 656.

Morning in heaven described, vi. iz.

Morning, natural, described, v. 120. ix. rgj. xi. 133.
Moses and Aaron, their mission to LgypT, xii. 170.
Mulciber (a fallen Angel) i. 740.

N-igKt in heaven described, v. 642.

Night and day in he tven described, vi. 4.

Night, natuia!, described, iv. 601-776. v. 38. ix. 48. At Adam's fall*

x. 846.
Nimroj, (ihe ilrst monarch) his tyranny described and ceftsured, xii
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Kisrochj a. fallen Angel, vi. 446. His answer to Satan in cotincll

after their defeat by th celestial Angels, vi. 451.
Koah, his reprehension of the antediluvian world, xi. 719, SeS. build

ing the ark, &jV.xi. 72$. Entering it, with bis1amily, the crea

tures, &fr. xi. 733. The flood described, xi. 73$, 24. Iis abate-

ment, the arks resting, &c. xi. 841. His descent from it, appear
ance of the rainbow, CSV. xi. 86.

Noon described, v. 300,

Obedience, conjugal, woman's happiness, &V. iv. 635. Of "will, not

necessity, only acceptable to God, v. 529.
Old age described, xi. 535.
Omens of Adam's expulsion from paradise, xi. 182.

Qjinion, or knowledge. See Knowledge, or opinion.
Orbs .ctiesiiai and terrestrial,, notions about their motions, appearance,

_&?. doubtful, and not necessary to the improvement of happiness&:
c. vl'ii.J'rom. 70 to 178.

Qrus (a fallen Angel,) i. 478.

Osiris, another, /<.

Pandaemonium (the .court of hell) described, !. 710. See Similies.'
'

Raradise, or the garde a o[ Ed^n described, iv. 131, 214. v. 291. rii.

557. viii. 304- ix. 4^9- The eastern gate of it, iv. 541. Guarded

by Galucl, iv. ^49. The bower of Adam and Eve there, iv.

690- Thf- jj.ir.i'iL, \v^.tciKS, &c. of the guardian Angels in para
dise, iv. 778, 782, 861, 977. The hill ihere, from whence Mi-
chael discovers to Adam in vision what should happen to the time of

the flood, xi. 377. Adam and Eve's expulsion from paradise de-

scribed, xii. 625. The flaming sword, fijfr. guarding the east gate of

It, xii. 632. The seat o; it destroyed by Noah's flood, xi. 829.
See Simiius.

Pas-sions inordinate, an effect of Adam's fall, ix. 1120.

Patriarchal govejnmeut, from the flood to Nimrod's tyranny, xii.

13.

Patriarchs, (Abraham's, &ff.) their story related, xii. 113.

Peace, the corruptions of it equal to the wastes of war, xi. 783.
Peor or Chemos, a fallen Angel, i. 412.

persecution in matters spiritual, the rise of it, xii. from 508 to 53?."

Its effects, xii. 533.

Phlegethon, a river of hell, ii. 580.

Plagues of Egypt described, xii. 173.
Planets and moon, their noxious motion, aspects,. &c, an effect of

Adam's fall, x, 656.
Pleasure, .sensual, censured, xi. 603.

Poles, north and south, perpetual day under both, but for Adam's fall,

x. 668, 680.

Prayer, the efficacy of its spirit, x ;
.
5, 14, 146. Unavailable against

God's absolute decrees, xi. 3 1 1 .

Pr.edestina.tion defined, iii. i;i.

Priests occasion the fust dissension in. the Jewish church and state,

353-
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Prosopopoeia, on Eve's eating the forbidden fruit, ix. 782, On Adam's,

ix. 1000.

Rainbow, its first appearance after Noah's flood, xi. 86^. Sign
of God's covenant to destroy the world no more by water, xi.

895-
Ramiel, "Ariel, and Arioch (fallen Angel?) vanquished, vi. 369.

'

Raphael (the Archangel) his decent to paradise to warn Adam
against his fall, v. 247. His person described, v. 276. Answer
to Adam's invitation to his bower, and entertainment there, v.

371, 404. Salutation of Eve, v. 388. Discourse with Adam on

various subjects, v. from 468 to viii. 651. On the perfection,

variety, and gradual oeconomy of the creation, v. from 468 to

543. On obedience, as a duty of c*noice, not necessity, v. from
520 to 543. On the revolt and defeat of the falle-n Angels, v

Jrorn 577 to 897. Thence warns him against Satan's temptations,
vi. 893. Vanquishes Asmadai, and puts him to flight, vi. 363.
On the creatiron, &fc. vii. from 111 to 6-40: On the motion,

appearances, and influences of the celestial and terrestial bodies,-

viii. from 15 to 178- Reply. ;o Adam's account of himself en
his creation, &?r. viii. 560. Reply to his question concerning

love, and the expression of it in spirits celestial, viii. 620- Advfce

to Adam at parting, and re-ascent to Heaven, viii. 630. See Si-

milies.

Reason, and free-will, the same, iv. 95, 108, ix. 350. The chief

faculty of the soul, v. 100. The being of the sou!, discursive of

men, intuitive of Angel*, v. 486. In animal creatures, viii. 369.
The law of nature, ix. 653. Correlative with liberty, xii. 83. With,

virtue, xii, 97.

Redemption of man proposed by Gotl the Father, iii. 203. Under
taken by God the Son> iii. 227.

Repentance the grace of God, iii. 185. Sincere endeavours to-

w.irds it acceptable, iii. 191. An act of it, x. 1086- Its efficacy,
xi. 22.

Reprobation, the state of it, 111.198.

Reptiles, part of the sixth day's creation, described, vii. 475.
Revolt, and defeat of the fallen Angels, v.from 577 t vi. 8^2.
RimmoB, a fallen Angel, i. 467.

Sabbath, its institution, the seventh after the six days creation, vii,

581. The solemnity of it described, vii. 594.
Salvation> not only to the sons of Abraham's loins, but his faith, xii.

449-
Satan, (the prince of the fallen Angels,) his fall from heaven, i;

34. Why so called, 5. 81. v. 657. Speech to Beelzebub after

their fall, i. 84. Reply to Beelzebub's answer, i. 157. Ascent
from hell, i. 192. His stature, looks, fefr. described, i. 193.
iv. 985. v. 706. Speech to Beelzebub thereon, i. 242. His
shield described, i. 284. His speac, i. 292. Speech to the other
fallen Angels, i. 315. His standard described', i. 531. Speech
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tt> toe fallen Angels re-imbattled, i. 6aa. Calls a council, i.

75*. ^Speech to them in council, ii. n. Undertakes an attempt
on the world (the result of it,) ii. 430, 465. Ascent to th gates
of hell, ii. 629. Speech to Death there, ii. 681. The Father of
Sin and Death, ii. 727. Answer to Sin's speech, ii. 737. To
her reply, ii. 817. Flight into Chaos, ii. 917. Arrival at the
ourt of Chaos, ii. 951. Speech there, ii. 968. Brought Sin

and Death first into the world, ii. 1024. Ascent to light, &c.
ii. 1034. Alights on the convex of the world's outermost orb,
iii. 418, View of the world from the first step to heaven-gate,
iii. 540. Descent t it described, iii. 561. Stops at the sun, iii.

588. Discovers Uriel, the Angtl of it, there, iii. 621. Trans
forms himself to a Cherub, iii. 634. Speech to UrjeJ, iii.

54. Deceives him, iii. 68t. Is directed by him to the world,
iii. 724. And paradise, iii. 733. Alights on mount Niphatesy
*'i 739' Soliloquy, contemplating the sun, iv. 32. The first

hypocrite, iv. izi. Arrives at paradise iv. 131. Sits on the

tree of life, iv. 194. Soliloquy on view of Adam and Eve in

paradise, iv. 358. Descends from the tree of life, and assumes

aereral animal shapes, iv. 395. Listens to Adam's discourse with
Eye on God's prohibition of the tree of knowledge, IT. 408.
Soliloquy on the subject of it, iv. 5*5. Resolves then to tempt
them to disobedience, iv. 512, First attempt in the assumed

shape of a toad, on Eve asleep, iv. 799. Answer to Ithurial

and Zephon, reprehending- him thereon, iv. 827. Reply to their

answer, ir. 851 - Answer to Gabriel, iv. 8?6. Reply to his

answer, iv. 925. To another, iv. 968. The inauguration of

God the Son, the occasion of his revolt, v. 657. Speech to the

next subordinate Angel of his party thereon, v. 673. The seat

of his hierarchy before his fall described, v. 75^- Speech to the

Angels of his hierarchy thereon, v. 774. Reply to Abdiel's

answer on his speech to the hierarchs of his party, v. 853. His

army described, vi. 79. His port^ and post there, vi. 99. Answer
to Abdiel's reply, vi. 150. Battle between his and the celettial

army described, v\. from 205 /* 385. His prowess in the battle,

vi. 246. Encounters Michael, vi. 253. Answer to Michael's

speech thereon, vi. 281. The combat described, vi. 296.
Wounded by him, vi. 320. Carried off, vi. 335. Hi* army de

feated, vi, 386. Retreats and calls a council, vi. 414. Speech in

Council, ri. 41$. Reply to Nisroch there, vi. 469. Gives the

word for renewing the battle, vi. 558. Renewed by his army,
and the second battle described, vi. 569, 670. Speech on the

celestial army's retreat, vi._6o8. His army's entire defeat and

expulsion from heaven described, \\.from 831 to 877. Return?

from compassing the eaith, to paradise by night, in a mist, in

order to his temptation, ix. 53. His circuit, &c. described, ix.

6l. Soliloquy thereon, i*. 99. Enters the serpent, ix. 182.

View (in that shape) of F.ve, i*. 424 Sjiikxjuy thereon, ix.

473. behaviour to her, ix. 523. Speech to her, ix. 532. Reply
til 'her aimvcr, ix. 567. The discourse (his temptation of KYI;
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to eat the forbidden fruit) continued, ix. 73-i. Leaves her after

eating it, ix. 784. His sentence thereon (virtually) pronounced by
God the Son, x. 171. Returns to heil to avoid his presence in

paradise, x. 337. Meets Sin and Dcith upon their journey to the

world on Adam's, &c. fall, x. 545. Answer to Sin's speech, x.

383. Parts with them, x. 4to. Ascends his throne, at Pandae-

monium, x. 443. Speech to the fallen Angels assembled there, x.

459. Applauded with a hiss, x. 564. lie and they transformed

to serpents, x. 510. Further punished with an illusion of the for

bidden fruit, s. 549. Both annually continued, x. 575- Hinrueli

(the serpent) dragged in chains at chc ascension of the Mr.bsiah} xii,

453. Dissolution (with tb> world) at his coming to- judgmertt, xii.

545. .SV^Similies.

Saturn (a fallen Angel) i. 512.
Scriptures, how tobe understood, xii. 511.
Seasons, their changes, respecting each clime, an effect of Adam's

fall, x. 677.

Serpent described, ix. 182. After entered by Satan, ix. 495. His

sentence (formally) pronounced by God the San, as the Msttmed

tempter of Eye, x. 163* 175- Sr/ Similies.

Sideral blast*, &t. an effect of Adam's fall, x. 692.
Similiw.

Adam and Eve, after their fall to the Americans, as first een

by Columbus, ix. 1115. Their repentance-* to Deucalion and
and Pyrrha's address to restore human race after their flood >

xi. 8.

Adam caressing Eve to Jupiter with Juno ( May-showers) i v.'49g.

His address t6 her sleeping -to Zephyrus breathing ort Flora,
v. 15. Bower ~to Pomona's arbour, v. 377. Desires to

know the story of the creation, prior to his own to thirst un-

nllayed, encreasing, vii. 66. Awaked after carnal fruition, the

first effect of his fill 'to Samson shorn by Dalilah, ix. 1059.
Sorrow on the vision of Noah's flood -to- a father's mourning
his children all destroyed in his view at once, xi. 760.

- Angels (celestialj the Spears (of the guardians of paradise) to ears

of corn ripe "for reaping, iv. 986. Their march against Satan's

army to that of the birds in paradise to receive their names
from Adam, vi. 72. Their Hallelujahs to thesoundof seas

x. 642. Appointed to expel Adam, &fc. from paradise their

faces to a double Janus (four,) xi. 128- Their eyci to thosa

of Argus xi. 129. Their appearance there -to the angels ap-

peartng (
to Jacob inMihauaim, xi. 213. ^-to those in Dothan,

againsc the king of Assyria, xi. 216. Their motion to an

evening mist, xii. 62^.

Angels (fallen or infernal)*,.to autumnal leaves, i. 302. -To
floating sea sedge after a storm, i. 304. Rousing at Satan's Com
mand tocentineb waking from sieep on duty, i. 331. Imbat-

tling against the Angels celestial to the Egyptian plague of

lcusts, i. 338.-- '-To the eruption of (he northern barbarians, i-

351. Their disposition to engage ^o that of the heroes ot

antiquky, i. 549. With ihcm the greatest armies in all age

since the creation pigmies, 1.573. Thernselves- to. oaks.
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Similics.

or pines blasted,!. 612. Their searching, &c. for the materials of

Pandzemonium to pioneer intrenching &c. i. 675 Their man
ner of raising it to the wind of an organ, i. 705. Assembling
thereat to bets, i. }'6E to pigmies, i. 780. 'to fairies,

i. 781. Their applause of Mammon's speech in iour.ri ! to

the hollow wind alter a storm, ii. 285. Their rising from council

to thunder afar off, ii. 476. Their pleasure on the result

- -to the evening sun after a foul day, ii. 488. Their alter va

rious pursuits, passions, &c. toth Olympic or Pythian games,
ji. 53o-- To the phenomena of armies in the clouds, 11-533-

to Hercules on Oeta, ii. 543. Their numbers composing
Satan's army against the Celestials to the stars, v. 745.
To the dew-drtps, v. 746. Their applause of Satan's reply to

Abdie! to the sound of deep waters, v. 872. Throaged toge-
.- .ther after their entire defeat by Cod the Son to a herd of goats,

vi. 856. Thtir retreat to Pandaemonium from the frontiers of
hell during Satan's expedition to the world to the Tartar's-

flight before the Russ and the Persian from the Turk
wasting the intermediate country, x. 431. Transformation to

serpents to those sprung from the Gorgon's blood, &c. x, 526.
Their appearance on the tree illusive of the forbidden fruit to
the snaky hair of Megaera (one of the furies) x. 558. The fruit

to the apples of Sodorn, x. 561.
Chaos, atoms, their motion to the Lybian quicksands, ii. goo*

Confusion there to storming a town, ii 940.- To heaven
and earth (supposed) falling, &c. ii. 924.

Death, and Sin, their making a biidge over Chaos to the world

lo polar winds, driving ice together in the (supposed) north.east

passage, x. 289. The work to Neptune's fixing theisleof Delos,
x. 293 . To Xerxes making a bridge over the Hellespont, x 306.

Death's instinct of Adam's fall to the flight of birds of prey to

a field of battle, x. 273. His and Satan's frowns on each other
'

to two thunder-clouds meeting, 51.714.
Eve her hair to the vine's tendril's, iv. 305 . Her looks

to the first blush of morning, v. 122. Herself toPmdora,
iv. 713, -To a wood nymph, or Venus, v. 379. To a Dryad
or Delia (Diana) ix. 387. To P.ales.or Pomona, ix. 393.
To Ceres, ix. 395- Her temptation by Satan r-aliuded to by
the story of Opluon and Eurynome, x. 570,

Flaming sword in paradise, on Adam and Eve's expulsion thence

to a comet, xii. 632. Its heat, &JV. to 'the Lybian air,

xti. 634.
Hell ^o mount ./Etna ({in Sicily) i. 230.. to the bog or lake

Serbonis (in Palestine) ii. 592.

Knowledge, the desires of it to a thirst urjallayed, increasing,

vii. 66.

Michael, his com'oat with Satan to two planets (the frame of

nature, supposed, dissolved) rushing m opposition to each other

vi. 310. Appearance to expel Adam, @V, from paradise *to a

man in a military vest, &c. 11. 239.
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Pandsetncnium, or the court of hell, its sudden rise to an ex

halation, i. 710.

Paradise, the air of it to the effluvia from Arabia Felix, at

sea, iv. 159. Itself to the field of Enny (in Sicily) iv. 268.

to the grove of Daphne, &V. (in Thess*!)) iv. 272.
To the isle of Nysa, where Bacchus was brought up, iv. 275.

-To mount Amara (in Ethiopia) iv. 280- -to the gardens
of Adonis, ix. 439. Of Akinous, ix. 440. Of Soloman,
ix. 44Z.

Raphael,- his view of the world in his descent from heaven to para
dise to that of the moon through an optic glass, v. 261. of

Uelos, or Samos, from tlu CyclacKj (isies) v. 264. Himself
to a phcenix. v. 271. To Mercury, v. 285.

Satan -to Uriareus, Typhon, and the Levuthan i. 199, 201.

To the sun rising in a mist, i. 594. In eclipse, i. ^97
To the longest train of a comet, ii. 707, To the mount
TenerifF or Atlas, iv. 985. His shield to the moon,' i. 2^4.
His spear to a mast, i. 292. His standard to a meteor, i.

337. The phenomenon of his ascent to hell-gates to a fleet

in ihe offing, ii. 636. His and Death's frowns on each other
to two thunder- clouds meeting, ii. 714. Flight to the court

o! Chaos fo a gryphon's in tht ;

,vi!derness, ii.Qij Towards
heaven to (;he ship) Argo through the Thracnu Bosphorus,

- -ii. 1016.- To Ulysses's voy,:ge between Sc/lla acd Charybais,
ii. TOfQ. Arrival at light, 6Tr. to a weather-beaten vessel to-

Vv'3r.ls port, ii. 1043. On the convex of the world's outermost
orb to' a vultur^' seekir.g Ms prey^ iii. 431. First view ofthe
wdrld to a scont's casual prospect after a dangerous journey,
of a new country or city, iii. 543. Of the star*' orbs to the

Hesperian gardens', iii. 568, App'e?rance"in the sun j
s orb to

a sp.it in it diTerirg from all astronomical observatic, s, iii, 688.
ition dh''his intended attempt on the world to a guu re-

couitig, iv. 14. In paradise to a ^volf prejir.g OM a fold, iv.

183. To a thief breaking in at a ho.iie-top, &JV. iv. 188. .

Ttia ti^er ia view of A brace of fawns, iv. 403. Detected bylthu-
r ; c! tlierc to gunpowder taking fire, iv. 814. Reprehended by
Zepon to asteed reined, in a fret, iv. 857. His army against
th: celest'nls in number to the stars, v. 745. To thedew-
dto:<;, v. 746. Their applause of his reply to Abdki to the

sound of deep waters, v. 872. Himself recoiling on a blow re

ceived from, Michael to a mountain sinking by an earthquake,
v

1

..
193. His combat with Michael to two planets (the frame

of nature supposed dissolved) rushing in opposition to each other,
-vi. 310. View (in the serpem) of paradise and Eve there to

a citizen's taking the air in the country from his home confine

ment, ix. 445. Shape (transformed to a serpent) on his return to

hell after the temptation to the serpent Python x. 529. His

tempting Eve . alluded to by the story of Ophiouaad Eurynome,
x. 578-



Similies.

Serpent, that crUer?d by S Han- to those Herrnoine and Cadmus
were transformed to, ix. 504 To that assumed by Escula-

.pius, ix. 506. To those by Jupiter Ammon, and Capitolinus,
ix. 508. His motions, wreathings, &c. to the working of
a shi-p in shifting winds, &c. ix. 513. His crest (preceding Eve
to the forbidden tree) to an exhalation flaming (Will i' th*

wisp) ix. 634. His address introducing the temptation
; to

that of an orator of the Athenian or Roman commonwealths, ix.

670.
Sin, her middle parts, to the supposed dogs of Scylfo, ii. 659*
Of the night-hag, ii. 662.

Spears, to ears of corn ripe for reaping, iv. 980-
Stars their orbs to the Hesperian gardens, &c. iii. 568.
Sun, his course tum'da* Adam's, &f. eating Lhc forbidden fruit

as at the banquet of Thyestes, x. 688.

Uriel, his descent from the sun on paradise-* to a shooting star,
iv - 555-

Waters, their flux into se^s, &c. on the creatian to drops on

dust, vii. 290 To armies forming themselves on. sound of

trumpet, vii. 294.

Sin an4 Death. See Death and Sin.

Sin described, ii. 650. Her speech to Satan and Death, at hell-gates,
ii, 727. Reply to Satan, ii. 747. Her birth, ii. 752. Reply t*

his answer, ii. 850. Opens hell-.gar.es to him, ii. 871. Speech to

Death on Adam's fall, x. 235. To Satan, (meeting him returning
to hell) on her and Death's journe^pto the world-after it, x. 354. To
Death on their arrival at paradise, x. 591. Reply to Death's answer,
X. 602. AW Similies.

Sin original, lust carnal the first effect of it, ix. 101 j. Its solaoe, ix.

1042.

Wiyerjr, original of it the inordinacy of the passions, xii. 6- The
justke of it, as consequential on

deviating
from virtue, &c. xii.

97-
Soul, its faculties, Y. 100. Its immortality discussed, x. "782.

Spirits, their essence and power, 1.423, 789. Their invisible exist-

ence on earth, iv. 677. The elect, their hymn to God the Father,
and Son, iii. 372. Material, &V. faculties in spirits, v. 404* 433.
Vital, animal, and intellectual spirits progressive from material nu

trition, v. 48 z. Their existence in life, intellect, shape, vSV. defined,
Yi. 344.

Spring perpetual within the tropics, but for Adam's fall, x, 678.
Stars, their places, appearances, &fr. iii, 565. Fed by theair, v. 417.

Part of the fourth day's creation, vii. 357. Receive their light
fti>m the sun, vii. 364. See Similies,

Stars and moon, their courses, influences, &f. iv. 661.

Storms, &c. an effect of Adam's fall, xi. 695.

Styx, a river of hell, .ii. 577.
Sun, its appearance, plncc, and power, iii. 571. Brightness described,

iii.59i., -Orb fed by exhalations from the grosser, v. 423. Part



INDEX. .

cf the fourth Say's creation, vit. 354. The fountain of !i*kit,
-

564. Setli'ag y.-scribed, iv. 352, 531), 590 vijj. Ujo. *. 91. It*

aii^iudl com.-::, j.vt>di}cing intense h^-.ir ,iiid cold, an effect of Adam's
fall, x. 6,-, i. Us obhque motion irom the equinocUil, from the

x. 671.

Teachers,. false, of the Christian religion described, xii. 508,
Temperance, the effect of it loag life, xi. 530.
Thammuz, 4>r Adouis, a fallen Angel, i. 446-
Thunder, an effect of Adam's fall, x. 666.

Time, respecting eternity* defined, v. 580.
Titan, a fallen Angel, i. 510.
Tradition censured, xii. 511.
Tree of life. Set Life. Of knowledge. See Knowledge.
Truth, suffering for it, fortitude, CSV. xii. 569.

Tyranny, Nimrod's described and censured, xii. 24. Origin of it,

the inordinacy of the passiows, xii. 86 No excuse of the tyrant
(though just in consequence on the subject) xii. 95. .

Tyrants, their plea for conquest, &c. compared with Satan's first

attempt on man, iv. 390-

Twilight described, iv. 598.

Vacuity, God's omnipresence an argument aga'uist it, vii. 168.

Valour, or heroic virtue, the common notion of it censured, xi. 68?.

Virtue, &c. with loss of freedom degenerates, xi. 797. Reason and
virtu? are the same, xii. 98.

Union conjugal. See Conjugal union.

"Uriel (the Angel of the sun) iii. 622, His answer to Satan, iii. 694.
Directs him to the world, iii. 724. And piradise, iii. 733. De-
scendi thither himself, and informs Gabriel of Satan's pre-descent,
iy. 555> 561. Encounters Adramelsch, (a fallen Angel,) vvoundi,
and puts him to flight, vi. 363. See Similies.

Uzzisl (a guardian Angel of paradise) iv. 782.

War, property the original of it, xi, 638. The corruptions of peace
e<jual toils wastes, xi. 783.

Waters separated from the earth, part of the third day's creation* vii.

a8z. See Similies.

VVifc, her duty in danger, distress, &c. ix. 67- xi. 290.
Wind, the tcmpesteous power of it, an effect of Adam's fall, x, 6^4.

695.
Wisdom, the sum of it, the love, &c. of God, xii. 575.
Wolvei, (or false teachers) tne Apostles successors, described, xii.

57-
Woman, conjugal ebedicnce her happiness, &fc. iv. 635. Man's

lore towards her, how consistent with his superiority, viii. 567.
Two of her loveliest qualities, ix. 232. The effect of leaving her to
her own will) ix. 1182. His luperiority over her given him by God,
x. 145, 195. A novelty, defect of nature, &c.

(sarcastically) x.

888. The advantage of her social, over her artificial accomplish
ments, xi. 614- Every way ihcaustof man'smisery, (sarcastically)
xi. 632.



INDEX.

Works, with faith in Christ, eternal life, xii. 420.
World, the convex or its outermost crH described, iii. 41 8. By whom

pc-sessrd (sarcastically) iii. 444, 463. Hie creation of tbe wor.d
CCK. nitted by God the Father to (jod U =

Son, vii. 163. Described,
vii. ^18. Situation of it, respecting heaven and hell, x. 320. See
eartk.

Zephon (i guardian Angel of paradise) iv. 788. Reprehends
Satan's first attempt ou Eve there, iv. 823. Reply to his answer,
iv. 834,

Zophiel (a cherub) vi. 535. Alarms the celestial army on the approach
of Satan's to renew the battle, vi. 537.

FINIS.

W. Flint, Printer, Old Bailcv, London.
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